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Tories 

‘backing 
Sky’ on 
TV sport 

Lords fury as Bottomley paper 
favours satellite channel 
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DONALD MACINTYRE and 
MARIANNE MACDONALD 

The Government was last night 
threatened with an embarrass- 
ing Lords defeat for its Broad- 
casting Bill amid claims that 
Virginia Bottomley, the Secre- 
tary of State for National Her- 
itage. backed Sky TV’s right to 
poach flagship sports events 
from the BBC 
Furious peers accused her of 
“panic” and attempting to by- 
pass the Upper House, with a 
document that they believed 
dwelt disproportionately an the 
potential financial advantages to 
sport of exclusive deals with Sky. 

Faced with mounting parlia- 
mentary pressure to change 
■ ' ’ . the law to ensure viewers with- 

• ' Vj* . . out cable and satellite can con- 
• £ . tinue to enjoy the main national 

' ’ r iff;.- . sporting occasions, Mrs Bot- 
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tomley’s discussion paper 
- warned against “ill thought- 
out" changes designed to ex- 
clude Sky from exclusive access 
to premier sporting events. It 
would be “folly to do so" with- 
cmt “proper consideration," the 
paper sard. 

Labour peers were last night 
optimistic of attracting enough 
cross-bench and dissident Tory 
support to stand a good chance 
of forcing through amendments 
guaranteeing continned access 
for the BBC and ITV. 

Despite the tone of the doc- 
. umenL some senior Tories re- 
main convinced that John 
fc Major and Mis Bottomley are 
resigned to conced in g a five- 

year ban on Sky from exclusive 

coverage of the main events, but 
their tactic is to wail until the 
the Commons 


cross-benches and among some 
Tories over Mrs Bottomley's tac- 
tic in publishing the discussion 
paper. 

Lord Peyton, a former Tory 
Cabinet minister, said Mrs Bot- 
tomley's move “makes me more 
likely to vote for the {opposi- 
tion] amendment”. He added: 
“It is a rather dubious ma- 
noeuvre late in the day." 

It is understood that both the 
BBC and Sky, represented by its 
chief executive Sam Chisholm, 
met officials at 10 Downing 
Street last week to discuss a 
range of broadcasting issues, in- 
cluding sport .on television. 

MrQmhoko refused to com- 
ment directly on the talks, but 
said- “Out of the current polit- 
ical process, sport must be the 
winner. Sky’s position all the 
way through has been that we 
are backing sport." 

Mis Bottomley threw down 
the gauntlet in a statement that 
warned: "To make changes 
without proper consideration of 
the implications would be fol- 
ly. It is easy for anyone to 
dream up a wish-list of favourite 
events which should be on free- 
to-air television. 

“But the Crown Jewels of 
British sport could quickly be- 
come devalued if sport does not 
have the money to reinvest in 
the superstars of tomorrow." 

She spoke out days before the 
Lords begin detailed scrutiny of 
the Broadcasting BilL Labour, 
backed by a cross-party coalition 
of peers, has tabled a series of 
hostile amendments. 

The Opposition, supported 
by the BBC and ITV, wants the 
Government to ban subscription 
TV services - such as Rupert 
Murdoch’s Sky Sports channel 
- from acquiring rights to the 
eight “listed" events. 

These are the Derby, the 
Grand National, the Olympics, 
Wimbledon, the FA Cup FinaL 
the Scottish FA Cup Final, 
cricket Test matches involving 
England, and the World Cup. 

These cannot be shown ex- 
clusively on pay-per-view tele- 
vision. Crucially, however, 
restrictions under the 1990 
Broadcasting Act do hot exclude 
subscription channels such as 
Slw Sports, which has been 
able to outbid the ITV and BBC 
for numerous events. 

Tbe paper claims satellite and 
cable services have quadrupled 
the amount of sport shown on 
TV to 12,000 hours since 1988 
and says the income from tele- 
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avoiding the issue coining to a 
head in the Lords on Tuesday 
appeared to be receding last 
mght amid signs of anger on the 
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furious about the discussion 
document, which appears to 
draw heavily on BSkyB data. 
Leading article, page 12 


A small step for mankind ... a giant leap 
for Steve Bennett, toothpaste technician 
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When Hitler 
met Mussolini 

Galliano -the 
effect was 
shattering 




Which side to 
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Ashdown targeted in 
racist hate campaign 


MICHAEL PRESTAGE and 
DONALD MACINTYRE 

Police believe a firebomb attack 
early yesterday on the car of 
Paddy Ashdown was part of a 
bate campaign against the Lib- 
eral Democrat leader by local 
criminals in YeoviL 

The arson attack - in which 
hk car was burnt out, but no one 

was injured -was believed lobe 

linked to his high-profile cam- 
paign against a gang of louts re- 
sponsible for a spate of racist 
attacks in the town. 

A neighbour spotted the 
blaze in a lean-to at the side of 
Mr Ashdown's cottage in the vil- 
lage of Norton sub Hamdon, 
near Yeovil, Somerset, in the 
early hours of yesterday and 


called the fire brigade. Mr Ash- 
down was at home at the time. 

Police revealed that Mr Ash- 
down had received a telephone 
call on 1 December in which 
threats were made against his 
property. Other threats, which 
included a specific warning that 
his car would be burned, 
were received at his London 
office. On 18 January a stone 
was thrown through the window 
of Mr Ashdown’s Vauxhall 
Senator car. After the threats 
police tightened up security 
measures, but these were re- 
laxed after a few weeks. Fol- 
lowing the latest arson attack 
Mr Ashdown will meet senior 
officers to discuss security. 

Mr Ashdown was saying little 
about the incident yesterday 


and carried out his usual round 
of constituency work. He said: 
“This is a matter exclusive to the 
police and the courts. I don't 
much like being woken up 
at 4am.’’ 

Superintendent Ted Allen 
said the arson attack on Mr 
Ashdown was also being linked 
with the fire bombing of a take- 
away and an arson at the offices 
of the Western Gazette newspa- 
per in Yeovil, where £100,000 of 
damage was caused. 

He said two men had been 
stopped by a routine patrol 
hours before the fire at Mr 
Ashdown's home because they 
were acting suspiciously. Supt 
Alien described the attack as a 
“despicable act" . 

Mr Ashdown has been stead- 


fast in backing victims of racial 
attacks in the town where Turk- 
ish and Indian restaurant own- 
ers among his constituents have 
been subjected to violence. With 
a local parson, the Rev Mark El- 
lis, Mr Ashdown set up the Part- 
nership Against Racism after a 
number of incidents in which 
the victims were reluctant to 
press charges because of alleged 
intimidation of witnesses. 

Next Thursday, Mr Ashdown 
is due to give evidence in the 
committal for trial of Christo- 
pher Mason, who was arrested 
after an alleged knife attack on 
the MP as he went on a late 
night fact-finding mission into 
the problems of racist abuse in 
YeoviL 

Under siege, page 2 


IN BRIEF 


: A former mental patient who 
ran amok in a store, slashing 15 
women’s throats, was given 10 
life sentences. Page 3 

Galwick jobs tahe off 

Pressure for space at Heathrow 
will lead to the creation ot 
1,000 British Airways jobs at 
Gatwick this year. P®S* ~ 

Store wars heat up 

■Sainsbury's and Tfeseo stepped 
up the supermarket price war 
with new promotions. P®g e 5 




■foetus weather 

Tfcy.ttild, some sun. 


University chiefs stand firm on £300 levy 

.. « . i. i “ JL. A prtnlr^cnirwnan far the De- • fees. Decent funding is a gov 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

University vice-chancellors 
yesterday refused to back down 
from their threat to impose a 
£300 entrance levy on students 
from September next year, 

A meeting in London of the 
104 vice-chancellors agreed to 
ask all university governing 

bodies to consider the levy m the 

fight against spending cuts. 

Gillian Shephard, th& Secre- 
tary of State for Education, has 
invited the vice-chancell ors to 
talks next Tuesday in an attempt 
to defuse the crisis. 


The Government is consid- 
ering a major independent in- 
quiry into university funding, as 
well as publication of a consul- 
tative paper. 

Vice-chancellors say they 
want evidence of the Govern- 
ment’s willingness to make 
changes in the way higher ed- 
ucation is funded, before they 
will lift their threat Some of the 
most prestigious universities 
may go further and introduce 
top-up fees, which could be as 
high as £1,000. 

Vice-chancellors want a 
scheme under which graduates 
would take out loans for both 


living costs and teaching which 
would be repaid after they left 
university. At present, the tax- 
payer funds tuition fees, and 
loans are available only for 
maintenance. 

Professor Martin Harris, 
Vice-Chancellor of Manchester 
University, said: "If no appro- 
priate funding arrangement is 
put in place, a substantial num- 
ber of universities will be driven 
to go to income sources derived 
from students.” David Melville, 
Vice-Chancellor of Middlesex 
University, said: “Unless there 
is some kind of movement 1 
shall be recommending a levy.” 


A spokeswoman for the De- • fees. Decent funding isa gov- 
nartment for Education and eminent responsibility. 
Employment said: “The lax- Tony Blair is shorttyexpect- 
payer is currently paying more ed to commit the Labour Far- 
than £7bn a year of public ty to a revamped student loan 
money to support higher edu- system, under which graduates 
cation, including grants and would have to contribute to the 


loans. 

“The Government does not 
accept the reasons given for the 
committee of rice-chancellors' 
campaign." 

John Akker, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Teachers in Further and High- 
er Education, said: “1 would 
urge institutions not to adopt ‘go 
it alone’ policies such as top-up 


cost of their higher education 
if they earned a good income in 
later life. 
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Scotland 
learns 
from epic 
lost to 
Ireland 


Ashdown attack: Gangs of ‘Paki-bashing’ drunks bring violence to tranquil Somerset town 
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Scotland’s film industry was re- 
vitalised by Mel Gibson's deci- 
sion to filin much of his epic 
Braveheart about Scots hero 
W illiam Wallace _. in Ireland, 
Scottish arts minister Lord 
Lindsay said yesterday. 

It had forced the Scots to 
think again about how to woo 
film-makers. 

The minister was speaking at 
a news conference in Edin- 
burgh to announce £1.9m from 
National Lottery funds for the 
Scottish film industry and on the 
eve of thepremiere of the Hol- 
lywood film Loch Ness in In- 
verness. He played down the 
importance of tax benefits 
which were available to film- 
makers by going to Ireland. 

Lord Lindsay said Gibson 
had told him and Scottish Sec- 
retary, Michael Forsyth, that the 
film team spent more on the 
transport costs between Scot- 
land and Ireland for the whole 
crew than they received from 
the tax break of having relo- 
cated there. 

Ireland had won by offering 
a whole basket of measures, in- 
cluding use of the Irish army as 
extras in battle scenes, he said. 
It was this attitude which was 
now being adopted in Scot- 
land. 

“We in Scotland, ,] think, 
have learnt a lot from the fact 
that Braveheart moved to Ire- 
land! In a sense it is because 
Braveheart moved to Ireland 
that we now have a film indus- 
try in Scotland which is a lot 
more ambitious than had Brave- 
heart not gone to Ireland. 

“It flagged up to us what is i 
so important and it is the gen- 
eral perception of the country 
as having a minister who is re- 
alty involved and wants to go out 
and get film-makers and keep i 
film-makers.’' 1 

He added: “The lesson 
learned from that episode is we | 
must make every effort with | 


Restaurant 


staff under 


siege from 


racist thugs 
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Terrorist chief’s 
funeral goes ahead 

Police chiefs and Ofgamsers.of. 
the delayed funeral of & terror- 
ist chief agreed a peace deal is 

Belfast whicfiallawed the "cere- ' 
atony to go abead yesterday, a 
day late. BaBffibeBmE the 1NLA 
leader GmoGaflagher, 32, who 
was sho t dead iast TUesday, was 
the victim of an internal fen d * 
Hie IRA was last night 
blamed for a rifle aitack-on the 
home of an off-duty Royal Ul- 
ster Constabulary reservist in 
whiph.57 shotswere fired, ai- 
tfroBgfc the RUC officially re- 
fused to comment on who was 
resjxjnsfolefbf the attack near 

' Nfqy, Co Tyrone- The officer 

and his wife escaped unhurt. 

Chemical firm fined 

■ Chemical company Associated ?v 
Octel was fined £15O,QQ0with 
£142,000 costs by‘ Cbrater 
Crown Court after admitting 
two Health and Safely Act of- 
fences following a huge fire at 
its plant at Ellesmere .Port, . 
Cheshire, in February 1594. . 

‘Heroic’ PC’s Inquest 

Constable George Hammond •' 
d fc d as a result of massive stab 
wounds inflicted 11 years ago. . 
when he was trying to arrest a 
teenage robberwho had a“glad- ’ 
iator-like” knife, an inquest in ■ ; 
Southwark was told. Pc Ham- • 
mond, 58, of Forest KB1I,! south- 
east London, died- on 13 
December, never having recov= 
ered from the 1983 attack. 


Country life: Paddy Ashdown meets reporters yesterday after the attack on his car (above left) Photograph: Tim Cuff 


MICHAEL PRESTAGE 


The intervention of Paddy Ash- 
down into claims of widespread 
abuse of the small ethnic 
minority community in the 
Somerset market town of Yeovil 


brought a national spotlight to 
a problem that had been snu- 


a problem that had been sim- 
mering for months. 

The owners of the nine 
restaurants and takeaways at the 
bottom of Middle Street - a 
stone's throw from the Liberal 
Democrat leader s constituen- 
cy headquarters - had long 
complained about a concerted 
campaign against them by a 
group of thugs- .1 .. 


There has been racist abuse, 
broken windows, violence and 
intimidation. Workers in the 
Indian restaurants complain of 
being afraid to go out because 
of victimisation. Some restau- 
rants claim to be virtually un- 
der siege. The fire bombing of 
a kebab shop showed the extent 
to which those involved would 
go. The offices of the Western 
Gazette newspaper were also at- 
tacked. It had run articles crit- 
ical of wbat was happening in 
Middle Street ' 

There are claims that those 
involved are skilled in getting 
others to set fires while ensur- 
ing a east iron alibi, for them* 


selves. Police would not com- 
ment on those claims, but pri- 
vately admit that getting 
evidence against known gang 
members is proving difficult 
Mr Ashdown is on record as 
swing that he knows the names 
ofa small number of recidivists, 
perhaps 10 to 12 in number. 
They are in their mid-thirties 
and the MP put on record his 
determination to stop what was 
happening in Yeovil. 

“Late night vandalism has 
unfortunately become.the norm 

in town centre across the coun- 
try,” he sard. “I am concerned 
because it is happening here in 
an extreme fashion. 


“My dear view; backed byafl 
that I have learnt, is that this is 
not political in the sense that the 
BNP is behind iL And 1 don’t 
want it to come to that It’s an 
extension of the vandalism. 
Those who have bad a skinfal 
of beer or dder think that in 
addition to breaking plate-glass 
windows, it would \x a useful 
extension to do a bit of ‘Paki- 
bashing’ as well” 
Superintendent Ted Alien, 
head of the Yeovflsub-diviskra, 
said there was an ongoing pro- 
gramme to dean up the Middle 
Street area and protect the 
restaurant owners, and their 
staff. But he admitted that since 


an attack on Mr Ashdown in 
November problems with pub- 
lic order and damage were still 
occurring in the area. 

“This is something I am con- 
cerned about and I want to 
ensure that Yeovil is a safe place 
where people come out at night 
and enjoy themselves. I view it 
very much as local disorder, 
caused by local people with no 
long-term aims and fuelled by 
drink," he said. 

To combat the problem Mr 
Ashdown had joined with com- 
munity leaders to launch Part- 
nerships Against Racial 
Harassment to alert the wider 
community to the! problems: 


being experienced and to show 
the ethmc minority communi- 
ty that they are not an their own. 

Yeovil has a population of 
40,000. Ethnic groups make up 
half of one per cent, almost the 
lowest rate in the country. 
Anthea Fisher, a worker with 
the Somerset Rada! Equality 
Network, believes this lack of a 
history of ethnic minorities has 
led to those who da arrive be- 
ing treated in a prejudiced way 
through lack of knowledge: . ,'; . 

“There is an element that has 
been causing harassment for’ 
some lime and the people sub -j- 
jected to it are too scared to 
come forward,'* she said. -"sa 1 


Jail attack verdict 

A man was cleared at the Old 
Bailey of raping a woman, 32, . 
who was visiting him at Worm- . f 
wood Scrubs prison ha Novem-.- 
ber 1994 while he waa serving - 
a life sentence for stabbing to }' 
death a girlfriend. Nicholas 
Fryers, 28, who cut the womans 
throat with a razor blade when, 
prison officers tried to over- 
power him, wasjailed for four 
years for unlawful wounding. 

No hasty changes 

The Isle of Wight has just had 
its first escalator installed, in 
British Homes Stores in New- 


port. The moving staircase was 
first exhibited in Paris in 1900. 


Bishop of Southwark 

The Bishop of Southwark has 
asked us to point out that he re- 
signed voluntarily from the post 
of President of the Church ftas- 
toral Aid Society last year, and 
was not expelled. 
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BA expansion creates ljOOO new jobs for Gatwick 


Peter Rodgers 
Business Editor 


a film in Scotland to persuade 
them that this is the place to 
make it Since then we have in- 
vited film-makers here. We are 
offering a much more co-ordi- 
nated initiative in terms of 
making arrangements for peo- 
ple who are thinking of Scotland 
as a location for them." 


Intense pressure for space at 
Heathrow will lead to the cre- 
ation of nearly 1,000 British Air- 
ways jobs at Gatwick this year. 
The company said it was the 
biggest expansion of the airport 
in ten years. 

BA is to recruit 700 cabin 
staff 70 pilots and 200 customer 
service and cargo staff. This was 


a result of transferring 11 cen- 
tral and East African services to 
Gatwick from Heathrow and 
stepping up services to Nairo- 
bi, Entebbe and West Africa. 

The company said the jobs 
were new and did not represent 
transfers from Heathrow, where 
there would be no cutback in 
staff numbers. 

The airline already employs 
nearly 7,000 in the Gatwick 
area. Sir Colin Marshall, the 


chairman, said the expansion 
plan was based on the success 
of the North terminal. 

He promised local residents 
he would introduce quieter air- 
craft, including Boeing 747- 
400s in 1997 and eventually 
“one of the quietest aircraft of 
them all, the Boeing 777.” 

Sir Colin said Heathrow was 
the most important interna- 
tional airport in the world, and 
would remain that way if there 


was a go ahead for Terminal 5 
- a controversial project now 


subject to a public inquiry. 
BA said it was planning to 


BA said it was planning to ex- 
pand at both airports, though 
both currently had constraints 
on their capacity and the prob- 
lem at Heathrow was worse 
than at Gatwick. 

The plan was to use the 
space vacated there by the East 
African services to introduce 
more frequent services or larg- 


er aircraft to other destina- 
tions. Heathrow is the main base 
for JumboSu 

BA said that with its partner 
airlines it would be operating al- 
most 900 scheduled flights a 
week to 90 destinations from 
Gatwick by the summer. The 
new routes win boost BAs fleet 
of tong-haul airliners operating 
out of Gatwick to 24 this sum- 
mer, compared with 13 last 
year. 


BA is also putting its own air- 
craft on to US routes from 
Gatwick to Baltimore, Pitts- 
burgh and Charlotte, which 
were until recently operated on 
BAs behalf by USAjt. 

Third quarter profits at BA 
to be announced on Monday 
are expected to be buoyed by 
strong worldwide demand for 
air travel and no sign of any se- 
rious fare wars. 

3,000 jobs face axe. Page 17 
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Weather forecast 



NOON FORECAST 
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FORECAST FOR TODAY: Many 
places are going to stay try 









a lot of cloud can be ospect- 
ed, and tfaara aw be snow 
shavers In Ow east. Also, It Is 
going to bo ddby everywhere 
wtth a heraD from tha nottb- 
esst. Tonight, It wM be Due 
and dry with Hgfcter breezes. 
There will be a widespread 
hoot and a few mow shawm 
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OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT FEW 
DAYS: Tha early part of the 
week hi thdy to see moat of 
the courtly staying cold with 
some sanahlno end Just a 
scattering of snow showers. 
However, doodler weather 
with alert and anew wW be 
hying tn ap t— if Rem the— at 
Developments through the 
rest of the week ana un- 
certain, but It loaka Ilka 
becoming increasingly on- 
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Cessation of hostilities 


4 Be in debt (3) 

7 Weathercock (4) 

8 Admirer (S) 

9 Town of a crooked spire 

10 klorse handler (6) 

13 From an Italian region 

15 Sticky quality (12) 

19 Sleigh pullers {8) 


19 Sleigh pullers I 

20 Sate5fte?4) 

21 Blue vault (3) 


1 Educate (5) 

2 Tbol (7) 

3 Raise spirits of (5) 

4 Give a speech (5) 

5 Introductory parts (7) 

6 Equipment, clothing (6) 

11 American religious sect 

12 More hopeful (6) 

14 Sleep inaucer? (7) 

16 Darting (5) 

17 Disease carrier (5) 

15 Fume (5) 
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POSTAL 120 [Annual) 
£25,000 or more 
£10,000 - £24,999 
£2.500 - £9,999 
£50- £2,499 

POSTAL 120 [Monthly] 
£25,000 or more 
£10,000- £24,999 
£2^00 -£9,994 
£50- 0,499 

POSTAL 90 (Annual) 
£50jOs>Qor more 
£2.5,000- £49 J**9 
£10,000 - £24599 
£4500 -£9,999 
£50- £2,499 

POSTAL 90 (Moodily) 
L50JJ0Q or more 
£25,000 ■ £49599 
£10,000- £24,999 
£2400-19599 
£50 -£2,49? 

POSTAL SO (Annas I) 

£ 1 00,000 or more 
£50,000 ■ £99,999 
05,000 ■ £49599 
£101300- £24599 
£L5O0-£95W 
£50 -0,499 


POSTAL 7* (Annual) 
£100,000 or more 
£50,000 - £99599 
£25,000 . £49599 
£10500 . £24599 
LLS00 - £9,999 
£50 -£2,499 


POSTAL 7* (Monthly) 

£100,000 or more S.I3 

£50 JVM - £99599 5.08 

£25,000 - £49599 4.98 

£10.000 . £24599 4.17 

£2. 500 -£9599 3.78 

£50 - £2,499 030 

POSTAL ACCOUNT 1 (Annual) 

Cm now be opmari Omagh bnadm. 
£50,000 or mare 5.00 

£25,000 - £49599 435 

£202100 - £24599 4.75 

£10^00- £19599 3.80 

£2,000 - £9599 3.55 

£500- £1599 3^0 

£50 - £499 030 
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21 Blue vault (3) 

22 Logic (5) 

Sofartiwi to yesterdays Ctmrise Onsswonb 
Across: 1 Blew, 3 Stalking (Biucaodang). 9 Slonl, 10 Vitriol, 11 Lab, 


dee, 6 Imiudoa, 7 Galleon, 8 Etch, 12 Badminton, 
inar, 17 StreeL 19 Viva, 21 Baron, 24 T^>. 
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POSTAL SO (Monthly) 
£300.000 or more 
£50,000 - £99599 
£25,000 - £49599 
£10/300 -£24599 
£2300- £9599 
£50 - £2,499 


lorawsdai 




POSTAL 30 

£50^00 or marc 
£2JJ300- £49599 
£IOJOOO- £24599 
£L500-£9599 
£50-0,499 


£50500 or more 

439 

£25,000 ■ £49599 

4J5 

£20,000 - £24,999 

4.65 

£10,000 - £19599 

354 

£5500- £9599 

3.49 

£50 -£4599 
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RdiH eofTCCC u JJA, bat auy vary. Qrcomstanca in winch ram may vary arc described m oh TrtaJ Acco oo nTcra a 
and CMjdmons and Oinget' leaflet. Intern ijnor paid on balances below £50, rmleu a eJwomer u registered as bang 
unda 22 year* of age- (Please contact your local brooch for.InU details.) 

1 Interest will be payable net of lie basic rare income taa, presently 25% (which may be reclaimed by noiteaxpajcn) 
or, subject to die required repttrarion, gross - baaed os oar uadcncandiog of eorreor Inland Revenue Rcgalanoflt- 
PlraK note ibat interest paid nom 6 April 1996 wH} be taxed at the lower rate of 20%. 

2 Holders of these accounts may operate selected tranMaimu t hroug h branches. When Making withdrawals. 
weatifleatwjB (aneh as a full UA driring licence dr passport) will be required, in odifidoo ns a passbook. 

3 Bates include a bmui of QJS5L grow (O. I9!b net) pJi. payable if yon nuke no withdrawals m each specified 12 month 
period. Fall detaili on request. 

1 The minimum opulng balanen on ad ahoro aoconntw has boon incro — od tomporarity to Eg^OO. Wo ahw 
■ rvaoevO tho right to elocn accounts oponod wflor iflth January 1990 if tho bafonco folia botow S2^®0. 


NORTHERN ROCK 

Northern Rock Building Society. Principal Office: Northern Rock House, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 4 PL. 
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Open road: A 1922 AC Speedster makes its way to the start of the seventh Monte Carlo Challenge, for classic and vintage cars, in Bristol tomorrow Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Seventeen teenagers were 
arrested at a Worcestershire sec- 
ondary school and three pupils 
have already been expelled af- 
ter they were bailed, on suspi- 
cion of supplying LSD. Pupils 
aged 14and 15 at King Charles 
I High School, Kidderminster, 
were caught taking the halluci- 
natory tablets in lessons. 

The school has suspended 
seven more pupils while inves- 
tigations into the alleged drugs 
ring continue. Twelve pupils, 
aged 14 or 15, have been for- 
mally cautioned by police for 
possessing the Class A drug. 

Five others are on police 
bail. The five, all boys, include 
an unemployed 16-year-old 
from Kidderminster who is no! 
a pupil at the school. He has 
been bailed in connection with 
supplying the drug. 

The police swoop was 
prompted by teachers who were 
worried by the unusual behav- 
iour of pupils in lessons, which 
the teachers suspected was drug 
related. 

' Inspector Andy MaddHop, of 
West Mercia Police, said: “The 
pupils weren't actually caught 
talcing the drug. Basically there 
had been behavioural prob- 
lems at the end of last term be- 
fore Christmas and a number of 
pupils were excluded. 

“The local beat officer began 
investigating the circumstances 
surrounding this and when the 


hew term began, the problems 
re-appeared. Following inves- 
tigations, it was found thal 
some of the pupils were taking 
LSD tablets in school- That was 
attributed to the behavioural 
problems that had been expe- 
rienced. 

“There were also a group of 
male pupils who had been in- 
volved in scuffles with those be- 
lieved to be supplying the drug 
to girls in their class. It seems 
they were trying to protect 
them. 

“Of those 12 youngsters cau- 
tioned the majority were girls, 
and they had one "or two LSD 
tablets in their possession. 
Those who have been bailed will 
answer to that next week when 
a decision on whether to pros- 
ecute them will be made." 

Mr MacldUop said the school 
had not had a drugs problem 
before. “There has never been 
anything to do with LSD," he 
said. “This came totally out of 
the blue. 

“The school got the police in- 
volved at a very early stage and 
all the pupils' parents have 
been very supportive. The 
school has sent a clear message 
that they will not tolerate drugs 
of any description.” 

A spokesman for the school 
said: “Pupils guilty of supplying 
drugs will be expelled, and 
those who have bought and 
taken drugs will be excluded, 
until a decision has been made 
about their future." 
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Knifeman gets 10 life 
terms for store attack 


Man who killed two partners gets life 


IK :: 


A former mental patient who 
ran amok in a department store, 
slashing 15 women's throats, was 
given 10 life sentences yester- 
day. 

David Morgan, 31, of Aston, 
Bir mingham , admitted nine of- 
fences of wounding with intent ■ 
i ^to cause grievous bodily harm • 
’ and one of assault in connection 
with the attacks at Rackhams 
store in Birmingham city cen- 
tre in December 1994. 

He was sentenced amid a dis- 
pute between his defence 
lawyers and the National 
Health Service over whether he 
was still mentally ill. The judge 
at B rrmmgha jn Crown Court ac- 
cepted the view of psychiatrists 
at Ashworth high security hos- 
pital that be was not, and sen- 
tenced him to prison. 

The store was packed with 
hundreds of Qiristmas shoppers 
when Morgan launched his as- 



David Morgan: Dispute over 
whether he was mentally ill 

saults. At 10.15am be arrived 
armed with a 12-in serrated 
blade butcher's booing knife 
and another kitchen knif e. He 
later told police he had come to 
the store “to cut someone". 


The court was told yesterday 
that Morgan strode on to the 
ground floor of Rackhams af- 
ter pushing and kicking two fe- 
male shoppers outside. 

Once in the cosmetics de- 
partment he walked up to a 
counter and produced a knife, 
swiping at the neck of assistant 
Debbie Gilbert. She screamed 
and, realising her neck had 
been cut, ran off to the safety 
of a nearby staff office. As pan- 
ic gripped the store, Morgan 
continued on his way. waiting 
into the handbag department. 

Alistair McCreath, QC for 
the prosecution, said that Jan 
Twining, a customer, was brows- 
ing in the cards department He 
took her by the shoulder, turned 
her head and brought the knife 
across her throat He said some- 
thing to the effect of: “There’s 
another one." 

Morgan’s next victim was 


Health chief insists that 
system was not at fault 
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David Morgan was not anoth- 
er Christopher Clunis, nor were 
the horrific scenes in Rackhams 
a failure of the mental health 
services, NHS managers and 
psychiatrists insisted yesterday. 

Their vigorous defence came 
despite Morgan haring a histo- 
ry of schizophrenia and psy- 
chosis and despite Adrian 
Fulfcxrd, QC his defence lawyer, 
ye llin g the court that if Morgan 
had been given anti-depres- 
sants during a visit to his GP two 

months before the attack, “there 
is a real chance these offences 
would not have occurred". 

After a nonnal childhood, 
Morgan, who became a loner 
with a grudge against women, 
was admitted in 1988 to Ail 
Saints Hospital, Birmingham, 
aged 23, following his father’s 

death. The stress led to a diag- 
nosis of schizophrenia, hypo- 
mania and depressive psychosis. 
. But after treatment be was dis- 
charged, and while be had un- 
hM>n mentally ill six 


years ago, he bad then made “a 
complete recovery, " John Ma- 
honey, chief executive of the 


Diagnosing mental 
illness is an inexact 
science. Nicholas 
Timmins reports 

Northern Birmingham Mental 
Health Thzst, said yesterday. 
He added that 50 per cent of 
people with mental Alness re- 
cover completely and remain 
symptom-free. 

MrFuHbrd told the court: “It 
appears from the records that 
effectively there was no follow- 
up at all” - a view rejected by 
the trust. 

In 1992 and 1993, Morgan 
was conditionally discharged 
after attacking women in the 
street, but the psychiatric ser- 
vices had no further contact with 
him until September 1994 when 
he visited his GP, complaining 
of difficulty obtaining benefits. 

Mr Mahoney said the GP re- 
ferred him to a community psy- 
chiatric nurse who arranged 


for a consultant psyctuauiai 
examine bun after be spoke of 
aggressive thoagbts towards 


women. It was judged, howev- 
er, that be was not mentally iff, 
a view that Mr Mahoney said 
had been upheld by psychiatrists 
at Ashworth special hospital - 
where Morgan has spent the last 
nine months - ana backed by 
the judge. 

“Numerous psychiatrists who 
have seen him before and after 
these attacks could find no ev- 
idence of mental illness or a re- 
currence of his earlier 
symptoms. We can only stand by 
our original conclusion that 
there were no grounds to treat 
David Morgan, compulsorily 
or not, and that he is not suf- 
fering from mental illness," Mr 
Mahoney said. While the trust 
extended its sincere sympathy 
to Morgan’s victims, he said “the 
mental health services cannot be 
held accountable". 

Haring aggressive thoughts 
and attitudes did not necessar- 
ily mean individuals were men- 
tally iff, Mr Mahoney said. 
Morgan had not been suffering 
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bia, hearing voices, or d 
ing other signs of mental 


handbag assistant Kay Pilking- 
ton. He slashed her throat, 
leaving a wound needing 12 
stitches. Moving to the jewellery 
department he attacked two' 
more women, chasing one 
around the store. One ofhis vic- 
tims received surgery on a 
wound to her throat and doc- 
tors said the knife had nearly- 
penetrated her windpipe. 

Two female security officers 
who tried to help customers as 
the knifeman attacked them on 
the floor, both received injuries 
themselves as panic gripped 
the store and customers dived 
for cover behind counters. 

After slashing 15 women, 
Morgan was finally accosted by 
police as he wandered around 
the first floor of the store. 

Kevin Hart, a civilian scenes 
of crimes officer, and Sergeant 
Jim Lavery approached Morgan 
and ordered him to put down 
his weapon. As he did, both 
men, one armed with a golf chib, 
rugby tackled him to the floor 
and he was later arrested. 

Mr McCreath described the 
scene on the day. ’Those who 
were present were terrified. 
Those who had been cut were 
bleeding copiously from their | 
wounds and were in genuine 
fear for their lives. Others were 
in shock and so frightened that 
they had lost the power to 
walk.” 

Morgan also pleaded guilty to 
attacking a psychiatric nurse at 
Ashworth Hospital while on 
remand in December last year. 
He allegedly held a grudge 
against the nurse and managed 
to conceal a razor blade before 
waiting up behind him and 
slashing him across tfa'e throat. 

Sentencing him to 10 life 
sentences for the nine counts of 
wounding in Rackhams and 
the attack on the muse, Mr Jus- 
tice Igor Judge told him: “There 
can be no doubt that you are an 
extremely dangerous man. It is 
certain you must be detained 
until you cease to represent a 
risk to public safety- if that time 
never comes, so be it" 

Morgan also received a two- 
year sentence for the count of 
assault and six charges of 
attempted murder were 
ordered to lie on file. The judge 
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be put forward for parole before 
serving 12 years in prison. 


A man who killed two women 
with whom he lived was yes ter 
day sentenced to life imprison- 
ment by a judge who told him 
she intended to recommend a 
“very substantial time" in cus- 
tody. 

Terrence Brown 35, was con- 
victed of the murder of Tina 
Doyle. 38, who was strangled 
and stabbed at the flat they 


shared in Weymouth. Dorset. 

Doyle died on 26 February 
last year. After returning their 
verdict, the jury heard that on 
26 February 1989 Brawn had 
strangled his then partner, Maiy 
Button. 

Mr Nigel Pascoe, QC. pros- 
ecuting, said on 9 November 
that year Brown was convicted 
of murder and sentenced to life 


imprisonment. In 1992 the con- 
viction was quashed. A verdict 
of manslaughter was substitut- 
ed and he received a sentence 
of eight years. He had been in 
custody since his arrest and he 
was released in July 1993. 

Mr Pascoe said the conviction 
was quashed because during the 
trial it became clear there was 
a distant relationship between 


a juror and a police officer 
which should have been inves- 
tigated at the time. 

The verdict that Brown was 
guilty of Una Doyle’s murder 
was greeted with a shout of 
“yes!” from his fust victim's rel- 
atives in the public gallery at 
Winchester Crown Court. Her 
sister, Janice Olwyn, mouthed 
“Thank you" at the jury. 
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Jail for the pigeon lady of Penge 


JOHN MCK/E 

A pensioner who repeatedly 
broke a court older by feeding 
Pigeons near her home was 
sentenced to 56 days’ impris- 


before being released. She re- 
offended, leading to another 
High Court appearance Iasi 
December, where she apolo- 

• j A Arl frt cfnn filS- 




fis near her home in 
VGpytibn, south London, 
ig tocotnntaints over the 


wns, Tats and environmen- 

lal decay 1989. 

Last - July .shg served four 
cays of a "28-day jail sentence 
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promise, which led Croydon 
Council to bring yesterdays 
case, the fourth attempt to stop 

her. . , , 

Although the court was torn 
that social services hadde- 
clared her “not mentally the 

judge recommended that legal 
aid be made available to fund 
further psychiatric inquiries. 


Sentencing Mrs Knowlson 
yesterday. Mr Justice Butter- 
field said: Tn short, the defen- 
dant’s conduct has been 
anti-social, dangerous and 
wholly unjustifiable, however 
genuine and well-intentioned 
she may be. Her conduct has 
been persistent and deliberate 
in the face of every effort to per- 
suade her to stop." 

The judge added that he 
could only ensure that Mis 
Knowlson would stop the feed- 
ing by imprisoning her. He said 
she had been the cause of 


"grave environmental prob- 
lems, considerable distress and 
potential danger to the public." 

The judge told of the “prodi- 
gious” quantity of bread bought 
by Mrs Knowlson, sometimes 
more than 100 loaves a week 
He said it was distributed from 
dustbin liners on roads, car 
parks, embankments and car 
parks near her home. After 
she promised not to repeat the 
offence in December, she had 
gone into Croydon town centre 
in the early hours of the morn- 
ing to feed the pigeons. 


If ycu bur whiskey, wont you write us at the Jack Danfef £&3Jwy. Lynchburg; Tennessee USA? We enjey hearing from our Mends. 

IN THE TENNESSEE MOONLIGHT, some folks chink this bairel 
house looks like a hotel. But you -wouldn’t want to sleep here. 

The only guests here are barrels of Tennessee Whiskey. 

They’ll age quietly for years, carefully watched over by I 
our barrdmen. And they won’t leave until the whiskey \ 
inside has gained the color and smoothness our friends xg 
have come to expea. There are more comfortable places jsfe 
to sleep in Jack Daniel’s country. But none better suited 
for making a whiskey so rare. fl| 

1ACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY W 
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Blair urges 
unity to end 
fallout from 
Harman row 


Minister’s pledge to transsexuals RAF attacked ^ i 
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JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
yesterday demandedonity and 
disdpline in the run-up to the 
genera] election, at a special 
meeting of his Shadow Cabinet 
which reviewed polling evi- 
dence of the damage inflicted 
by the row over Harriet Har- 
man's choice of school. 

At a “strategy session" of the 
Shadow Cabinet in London, Mr 
Blair urged his colleagues to “fo- 
cus like a laser" on the Con- 
servative record 

Shadow ministers were 
buoyed by a convincing win in 
Thursday’s by-election in 
Hemsworth, Yorkshire, which 
saw a robust 5.4 per swing from 
an already low Tory base to 
Labour. But Labour's Jon 
Trickett failed to crush Brenda 
Nixon, candidate for Arthur 
ScargUI’s Socialist Labour Par- 
ty. Ms Nixon polled nearly 
1,200 votes and saved her de- 
posit, gaining more than 5 per 
cent of the total. 

The Shadow Cabinet was also 
given a sobering presentation of 
polling data which suggested the 
row over Ms Hannan's decision 
to send her son to a selective 
school had damaged the party's 
standing in public opinion. 

In-depth research among 
small groups of floating voters 
is believed to show that most of 
them agree with the Tory jibe 
that Ms Hannan says “do as 1 
say, not as I do". 

The row has had a bigger im- 
pact on the public's views about 


the Labour Party than any- 
thing else since Mr Blair became 
leader in July 1994, straining the 
“fragile" trust of voters who 
have come over to Labour in the 
past 18 months. 

A spokesman for Mr Blair 
said the party’s research showed 
that Ms Harman's controversial 
decision was a “ talking point" 
but “did not shift many votes". 
Bat he said: “We will take a hit 
in the polls, mainly because we 
appeared on the defensive." 

The Shadow Cabinet yester- 
day agreed a theme for a series 
of speeches and Commons de- 
bate over the next few weeks: 
“You're not safe with the 
Tories." 

However, Michael Hesel- 
tine, the deputy prime minister, , 
claimed: “Tony Blair has { 
emerged from three weeks of 
political misjudgment rattled i 
and in disarray. I 

“This is a man creating the 
conditions for a fifth period of 
Opposition." 

Hemswortii result: Lab bold (maj 
I3JT75), turnout 21 ,993 (395 per cent, 
down 365 points from 1992). Jon 
Tticfcen (Lab) 15,817 (71.9 percent, 
up 1.1 points); Norman Hazel! (C) 
1,942 (&8 per cent, down 95 points); 
David Ridgway (LD) 1,516 (6.9 per 
cent, down 3.7 points); Brenda Nixon 
(Socialist Labour Party) 1,193 (5.4 per 
cent); Lord David Sutch (Monster 
Raving Loony Party) 652; Peter 
Davies (UK Independence Party) 
455; Peggy Alexander (Green) 157; 
Mark Thomas (Mark Thomas Fri 
Nights Channel 4) 122: Michael 
Cooper (National Democrat, for- 
med? National Fhutt; 111; Dianne 
Leighton (Natural Law Party) 28. 







We can help you 
buy your first house 
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help you turn It 
into your home. 
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FIRST TIME BUYER CASHBACK + DISCOUNT MORTGAGE 




No arrangement fee 
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It looks too good to be true. Two incredible offers rolled into one 
incredible package, designed to make buying your first home that much 
easier. Introducing the Britannia First Time Buyer Cashback and Discount 
Mortgage. 

We'll help by reducing your mortgage rate by up to 3.25% off our 
standard variable rate - cutting your repayments by over a third - for the 
first year. Wfe'l/ also give you a substantial 3% cashback, 
which will come in very handy when you're turning your 


Britannia 


new house Into a home. We'll refund your first valuation fee, and there's 
no administration costs or arrangement fee to pay - we take care of all 
that. Leaving you to get on with the more important decisions like 
choosing wallpaper, furniture and where on earth will you put the 
washing machine? 

In fact, you'd be hard-pushed to find a mortgage package as good as 
ours. Pop into your local Britannia branch or call our free 
helpline now for a no obligation quote. 
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MHbons of Britons buBd with usT 

TUnw open Monday to Frittay 9w" ■ >pm. SMUrtJa* Bam - 12 noon. Sundiy item ■ 1pm. 




Please send me further Information on Britannia's First Time Buyer Cashback + Discount Mortgage: 

please complete in block capitals: Surname Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Forename(s) ’ 

Address : 


Daytime Tel. No Evening Tel. No. 
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Battle: Mark Rees now and (inset) as child Brenda Photograph: TTckfy Martiand-Titterton 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent- 

A Bill to allow people who have 
undergone a sex change to 
marry and adopt children ran 
out of time in the Commons 
yesterday, but John Horam, a 
health minis ter, pledged that the 
Government would seriously 
consider the issue. 

The BID took up the 10-year 
campaign by Mark Rees, 54, 
who was bora Brenda, to 
change his birth certificate. He 
is appealing against a ruling by 
the European Court ofHuman 
Rights, which backed the Gov- 
ernment's refusal to allow the 
certificate to be amended. 

A private member's Bill, pre- 
sented by Alex Caiiile, the Lib- 
eral Democrat spokesman on 
justice, would allow transsexu- 
als to amend their birth certifi- 
cate to match their chosen sex. 

Mr Rees said be had to pro- 
duce his birth certificate when 
applying for jobs, as in the civ- 
il service, or for higher educa- 
tion, and that the JobCjentre 
computer records described 
him as “single female”. 

Above all, he would have 
wanted a legal marriage He 
said: “AH transsexuals who have 
undergone sex-change surgery 
have to accept that they wffl nev- 
er be able to procreate. But that 
in itself is not bar to marriage. 

“I would have deariy Eked to 
marry and adopt a child within 
such a legal relationship. Any 
change is too late for me now, 
but the battle goes on.” 

la the Commons, Kevin 
Barron, a Labour health 
spokesman, said the law had 
not kept up with medical de- 
velopments and he urged the 
Government to consider sym- 
pathetically a further BiDL 

Mr Horam said: “I can assure 
you that the Government does 
recognise the importance of 
the issues which you are raising, 
that we do take them very se- 
riously indeed and that we will 
indeed fully and carefully con- 
sider the issues raised by the BiD 
in all their many aspects." 


crash families 


JOHNARLiDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

Relatives of the anti-terrorist of- 
ficers who died in the Chinook 
crash on the Mull of Kintyre 
yesterday hittedy criticised the 
RAF for using the helicopter 
flight to Inverness as a low-fly- 
ing training exercise. 

On the final day of thepub- 
lic inquiry into the RAFs worst- 
helicopter disaster, Paisley 
Sheriff Court heard that the 
crew flew passengers low over 
unfamiliar terrain to “boost ex- 
perience” of low-level flying. 

Through their solicitor the be- 
reaved families condemned the 
practice - common in the RAF 
- and called on the inquiry 
chairman. Sheriff Sir Stephen 
Young, to recommend a ban. 

Sheriff Young will publish his 
findings and recommendations 
later this year. During the in- 
quiry he heard accounts of how 
the Chinook, carrying 25 anti- 
terrorist officers and four Spe- 
cial Forces crew from Ulster to 
Inverness, ploughed into the 
1,400ft southern tip of the Kin- 

tyre peninsula in thick fog on the 

evening of 2 June 1994. 

Despite two extensive in- 
quiries, the accident remains a 
mystery. An internal Ministry of 
Defence investigation last year 
accused the two pilots, Fit Lt 
Jonathan Tapper and Fit Lt 
Richard Coot of “gross negli- 
gence". RAF investigators de- 
cided that they misjudged the 
rate ofdimb needed to dear the 
coastline. But after the month- 
long inquiry during which many 
new details about the crash 
emerged, the picture appears far 
less dear and the dead pilots' 
families insist mechanical, not 
human, error was to blame. 

During the hearings, wit- 
nesses cast doubt on the actions 


of Fit Lt Tipper and Fit Lt 
Cfoot By agreeing to flythe 10 

members of the RUC Spedal 
Branch, nine annyiDteUigence 
officers and sixMI5 officer to 
a top secret security conference 
in Inverness, they exceeded the 
RAFs daily flight time limits. 
Technicians argued that the 
two men may have entered in- 
correct coordinates in the air- 
craft’s comppter navigation 
system or have been “seduced 
by the speed of the helicopter, 
which had just been upgraded. 

However, other witnesses 
raised questions over the safe- 
ty of the aircraft Serving pilots 
mechanics disclosed that 
the aircraft suffered a number 
of faults in the six weeks before 
the crash. The problems were 

so severe, the inquiry heard, that 
some RAF test pilots refused to 

fly the Chinook Mark IL 

Junior RAF officers told the 
inquiry that the MoD's findings 
- based on “speculation and ^ 
conjecture” - had angered ser- 
vicemen. They and the relatives 
of the dead accuse the military 
of “covering-up” the real cause 
of the accident - that the Chi- 
nook, which had been rushed 
into service, was unfit to fly. 
They hope Sheriff Young wiU re- 
ject the findings of negligence. 

The sheriff’s task is made 
more difficult because the he- 
licopter- like many military air- 
craft - did not have a “black- 
box” data recorder or cockpit 
voice tape. He may be unable to 
pinpoint the cause of the crash 
but he is almost certain to ques- 
tion the decision to transport so 
many key securhy personnel in 
one helicopter ana make bind- 
ing recommendations on the fu- 
ture use of Chinooks. 

Relatives of the dead are 
likely to receive compensation 
payments of around £6ra. 


Channel 4 denies ‘Girlie 
Show’ offends women 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Channel 4 furiously denied the 
findings of a survey yesterday, 
which found that its brash new 
youth programme The Girlie 
Show was a flop. 

The channel's publicity 
claimed: “Women will want to 
watch it Men win have to watch 
ft.” But according to Universal 
McCann, a media buying com- 
pany, the opposite is true. 

Research for the much- 
hyped show for laddisb modern 
women found viewers almost 
universally disliked it Only one 
in 10 intended to watch the 
second show last night and only 
4 per cent of men. 


The successor to the contro- 
versial The Word is aimed at 16- 
to 24-year-olds. But 38 per cent 
of women in that age group said 
it was offensive to women, 
while the figure rose to 60 per 
cent for women over 35. 

Even more damning, 74 per 
cent of men in the target age 
group thought it was offensive 
to men. Every man over 35 
found it offensive. 

The Girlie Show went out for 
the first time last Friday at 
11pm, marketed under the 
slogan: “Where girls are girls 
and boys are nervous." 

Channel 4 describes it as 
"about women behaving badly. 
It’s babes with brains." Regular 
features include “Toilet Talk”, 


in which girls are filmed talking 
candidly in women's lavatories: 
“Wanker of the Week”, an 
award for disliked celebrities,^ 
and “Girls Night Out”, featur- 
ing women hitting the town for 
a night on the tiles. 

The sutvq' is a bkTW to Chan- 
nel 4, The first show won few 
than than 3 million viewers 
and it is anxiously awaiting fig- 
ures for the second. “It’s sim- 
ply dirty tricks,” a spokesman 
said. 

Before it went out. the show 
had already run into trouble 
over one of its three presenters, 
the half-American model 
Rachel Williams, who is pre- 
vented by her work permit mom 
presenting the programme. 


A new Motorola 
phone with change 
from one pound. 



TRUST CELLPHONES DIRECT 
TO LEAD THE WAY: THE FAMOUS 
MOTOROLA MICRO 1AC DUO ‘FLIP’ 
PHONE FOR LESS THAN A POUND. 

Plus FREE connection to the 
Vodafone LowCaH Tariff, FREE in-car 
adaptor and FREE carrying case. 

There's never been a better time 
.to buy a NEW Motorola phone. Simply 
phone us with your credit cart details 
to receive your phone within 4 working 
days. So ad fast, a deal like this worrt 
be around for long. 
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MOTOROLA DUO | L ’ 

LIMITED OFFER I Stoat 


WPCik (Mi 


lETTIiM 


Peak times 8.00-19.00 Mon to Fri. 
Mandatory itemised billings charged 
at £1.77 inc VAT per month. Line rental 
(debited monthly in advance) and airtime 

S as wffl be debited to your nominated 
/charge or Delta cad. CaUs charged in 

units of 30 seconds after the fits rmte. 
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PLUS 

FREEawm adaptor 

FREE LEATHER CASE 
TOGETffil WORTH OVH £55 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 

Qtigm n coramd bf aur 14 dtyt 
no (futtna manay bacV pramtw- 


MODEL NRCRO-1AC DUO. 

The pocket phone with the unjt^ie 
Motorola flip. 

♦ 60 mins talk-time ♦ Bhrs stand- 
by-fee ♦ Complete wflh uHrwSn 
battery and tejfltfc charger ♦ 
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ORDER NOW FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 \ 

CREDIT CARD ORDERING HOTLINE WEEKDAYS 3rV.' ( TO WEEKENDS SAM 10 &PW 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
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Shares tumble 
ps store giants 

fenew price war 


: T^gelcope 

--Saiosbury’s and Tesco stepped 
up the pressure in the super- 
jnarket price battle yesterday, 
when they both announced new 
. price promotions. Sainsbury is 
extending its January Savers 
into February, with price cuts 
.of up to 50 per cent on 200 
products. 

Tesco is cutting the price of 
its in-store bakery products by 
up to 30 per cent from Monday. 
It says the cut is permanent and 
will “lead a new round of price 
reductions”. 

The fresh wave of aggressive 
price-cutting caused shares in 
most of the leading supermar- 
ket groups to fall and several on- 
c «4 alysls lowered their profit 
* forecasts. All the leading chains 
are using either loyalty cards, 
price promotions or both to 
grab market share from rivals 
in an increasingly bitter battle. 

Asda. which has been one of 
the most aggressive price-cut- 
ters, with promotions on books, 
drugs and bananas, said: “Our 
shoppers want prices they can 
rely on, not short-term promo- 
tions.'' Safeway has made no an- 
nouncements on fresh price 
initiatives. 

Andrew Fowler, food retail 
analyst at UBS. said: “It is 
clear that one way or another 
- whether it is through petrol 
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prices or promotional cam- 
paigns. the proGt margins are 
going lo come under pressure." 

Sainsburys “February Bon- 
us” offer starts on Sunday and 
includes special offers relating 
to Valentines Day, the Chinese 
New Year and Pancake Day. 
Leading brands, such as Cad- 
bury's Dairy Milk chocolate. 
Heinz Spaghetti and McVities 
Digestives are included. A 
600m] bottle of Ribena is re- 
duced from £l.S3p to £1.59 
while HP sauce is half price at 
62p. However, many of the of- 
fers are “buy one, gel one free" 
deals rather than straight price 
cuts. 

The campaign follows Sains- 
bury’s “January Savers" pro- 
motion which the company says 
caused many of the promoted 
lines selling ouL A year's sup- 
ply of Chicken Tikka was sold 
in two weeks. 

Sainsbury’s is now expected 
lo offer a fresh campaign every 
month, though will be backed 
by a lower level of advertising 
than the original January pro- 
gramme. Kevin McCarten. the 
company's marketing director 
said: “Our commitment is to of- 
fer great value week in, week 
ouL" 

Tesco’s offer is restricted to 
the bread it bakes in 425 of its 
stores. John Gildersleeve, a 
Tfcsco director, said: “We de- 


cided the time was right to 
tempt more people to the de- 1 
lights of fresh bread. From now 
on, it doesn't have to be a spe- 
cial treat." 

Hie new prices mean a crusty 
white bloomer is 59p instead of 
74p and six jam doughnuts arc 
69p instead of 99p. The pro- 
motion is being supported by a 
new TV advertising campaign, 
starring Prunella Scales and 
Jane Horrocks, which will start 
on Monday. 

The major supermarkets arc 
already embroiled in a petrel 
price war with the major oil 
companies, which has seen the 
price of a litre of unleaded Fall 
to 49.9p per litre. Esso started 
the battle last month. Shell and 
BP have followed. 



A pistol owne d by Robert Bums, part of Pride and Passion, an exhibition at the Royal Museum of Scotland from 8 June Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Jail for fraudster 
who stole corpse 


A man convicted of a multi-mil- 
lion pound life assurance swin- 
dle, despite “accomplices" 
tiying to sabotage his trial with 
death threats and. a witness 
kidnapping, was jailed for six 
years yesterday. 

John Folagbade. 32, stole a 
decomposing body from a hos- 
pital mortuary, as part of a 
carefully crafted , plot to de- 
fraud life assurance companies 
out of a fortune. 

But the jurors at Southwark 
Crown Court in London who 
convicted him of 11 deception 
charges and one of forgery 
were never told of the violence 
in Nigeria aimed at stopping the 
hearing. A £100,00(ka-head hit 
list, which included the names 
of the prosecuting counsel, Ian 
Stern, and the case officer De- 
tective Constable Peter Bums, 
was also found. 

Passing sentence, Judge Ge- 
offrey Rrvlin QC. told Folag- 
bade that he had caniedout a 
“major confidence trick" . But 
the worst aspect involved the 


corpse, stolen from a hosipital 
in Nigeria, which he had had 
cremated and then, armed with 
a number of bogus documents, 
returned to Britain. 

“Most extraordinarily and 
distastefully of all, you actual- 
ly procured an unclaimed body 
of a man and had it cremated 
so you could produce totally bo- 
gus documentation to insurance 
companies," the judge said. 

“This was indeed a very se- 
rious and determined fraud , 
and you have shown you have 
no scruples when it comes to 
getting what you want.’’ 

The judge said he would rec- 
ommend that the Home Sec- 
retary deport Nigerian-born 
Folagbade after his sentence. 

During his three-week trial, 
the court that he had spent five 
years trying to perfect a “thor- 
ough, elaborate and careful" 
plot. Folagbade, of Southwark, 
south-east London, even went 
on a course with American 
Life to familiarise himself with 
the world of life assurance. 


Rock *n’ Roll 


Barney Hoskins on 
The Death of the 
t Grown-Up 

“John Peel is not the only 1 

old fogey who enjoys the trancey loops 
and febrile scratchings of young folk 

The Shamen’s MrC on Britpop 

“It’s just the same old jingly-jangly 
guitars with four piece boy bands in 
dodgy Seventies clothes" 
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SCOTT WILSON IS A 
SPECIAL CONSTABLE 

WOULD YOU CARE TO HELP 
THE VOLUNTEER POLICE SERVICE? 


Specials are volunteers who give up a few hours of their spare 
time every month to work alongside the regular local police. But 

being a Special isn’t ail about giving. 

You’ll gain a sense of achievement, an opportunity te 
stretch your abilities and to meet people from ail walks of life. 

You’ll also receive the training and back up to deal with situations 
ranging from crime prevention to assault and theft. 

To he a Special you don’t need qualifications on paper 
but you must be of good character, enjoy working in a team 
and have the ability to think on your feet. You donT have to he 
especially young either; you’re eligible if you’re aged between 
18-55, male or female. 

Whether you decide to work in the wider community as a 
Special, or more locally as a Neighbourhood Special Constable* 
what you’ll have in common is a genuine concern for people and a 
desire to make a difference. 

If you think you fit the MU, phone or fill in the coupon for 
information about training for the Special Constabulary. . 

PHONE 0345 272 272 
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NAME/TITLE 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


DATE OF BIRTH 


PLEASE SEND THIS COUPON TO THE FOLLOWING 


ADDRESS: DEPT SC, FREEPOST CV1037. STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. WARWICKSHIRE, CV37. 9BR 
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CITROEN AX 


BRANCH 


£99 


*;■»*•* 


PER MONTH 

PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT 


9> 


FREE INSURANCE 




Bargain ahead. You can drive away the Special 
Edition AX Elation from just £99 per month, plus 
deposit and final payment with Elect 3, Citroen's 
special finance scheme. 


For the full story on the AX Elation or any 
other AX model phone us free on 0800 262 262 
or visit your nearest Citroen dealer. Exceptional 
value has never been so clearly signposted. 
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ELECT 3 PRICE FOR AX 1.01 ELATION 3 DOOR” 


£7.079.00 


DEPOSIT (26.5%) 


£1,875.94 


ONE P AYMENT OH SIGNING 

23 MONTHLY PAYMENTS {9.9% APR) 


£98.92 


£98.92 


elect 31 


FINAL PAYMENT 


£3,661.00 


TOTAL PAYABLE 


£7.911.02 


All Citroen AX models are also available with 
one year's free insurance for 17-75 year olds 
through Direct Linet In addition we're offering a 
free Vodafone mobile phone? 

But we don't stop there. The 3 door 
Elation boasts a sunroof, tinted glass, 
sports seats and stereo radio/cassette ail from just 
£6,887 on the roadt* It has an economical one litre 
petrol engine and comes in a choice of metallic 
colours with bumpers painted to match. 





CITROEN AX 


NOTHING MOVES YOU LIKE A CITROEN 


MONTHS' ROAD FUND LICENCE “ELECT J PRICE INCLUDES U MONTHS' ROAD FUND LICENCE PIUS CITTOEN ASSURED EXTENDED WARRANTY AND CRR0&I ASSIST ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE. SOT 3 , lg 
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ffe^CTpfe<J mother of a se- 
'vi^r handicapped 18-year- 
yesterdsqr won her legal 
-fi^tfetopvertura a court order 
v \rtrich-threatened her with jail 
YS^he showed him too much 
inwtberlylove. 

-Three senior appeal judges 
rippled that the judge who grant- 
r^d Steven Vickers an injunction 
' ^.barming his mother from in- 
■ - jtexfering with his right to live his 
own life - had no power to do 


Fringe 
calls tune 
for West 
End 
opening 

ROS WYNNE- JONES 


over-protective mother lifted 
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They said the injunction, with 
its threat of penal sanction 
against Mrs Maijorie Vickers, 
would only make matters worse 
because it had “the potential ef- 
fect of destroying family rela- 
tionships". 

Members of the family would 
have to work out their “tragic" 
problems among themselves 
because the courts could not 
intervene, said Sir Stephen 
Brown, President of the High 
Court Runily Division- 


Mis Vickers, 55, backed by 
her husband. Peter, 56, had 
challenged a High Court deci- 
sion by Mr Justice Johnson Iasi 
June that her intense devotion 
gave rise to “a real risk of in- 
fringement" of their adopted 
son’s freedom. 

Steven, who suffers from 
cerebral palsy, spastic quadri- 
plegia and speech and learning 
difficulties, won the unique 
court order against his mother 
after complaining that she was 


so over-protective that she was 
stifling his development and his 
desire to live at a special home 
and school where he had com- 
panionship. stimulation and 
education. 

Mr and Mrs Vickers, who live 
in the Uvereedge area of Hud- 
dersfield, West Yorkshire, mar- 
ried in 1959. They had a child 
of their own in 1975, but the 
child died after only a few 
months, as a result of a disability 
not diagnosed or treated prop- 


erly. They then adopted Steven. 
Their joy was shattered when 
Steven, at about a year old, was 
diagnosed as having cerebral 
palsy. Kirklees District Council, 
the local authority in the area 
where they live, became in- 
volved in 1985, not because 
there was any question of ill- 
treatment or neglect, but be- 
cause of the mother’s fiercely 
over-protective attitude. 

Mr Justice Johnson said last 
year that problems became in- 


creasingly intense, with Mrs 
Vickers resenting attempts by 
professionals to advise and help 
both her and Steven. 

She exercised increasingly 
close and intimate control of his 
life and felt that her experience 
of him qualified her exclusive- 
ly to make decisions for him and 
about him. 

Sir Stephen Brown, sitting 
with Lord Justices Waite and 
Merritt, said that nobody 
doubted the parents’ love and 


devotion. Under dreadful pres- 
sure, they had done everything 
to make Steven's life bearable. 

But Mrs Vickers had in the 
past found it difficult to sur- 
render his care to others and ai 
one time she frustrated his at- 
tendance at the school - one of 
only four of its kind in the coun- 
try - where he was a weekly 
boarder. 

The High Court judge bad 
ruled that Steven had a common 

law right to live where he liked 


and choose with whom he as- 
sociated - and that hU mother 
should not interfere with that 
right. However, Sir Stephen 
said the ruling was outside the 
judge's powers because there 
was no actual legal dispute be- 
tween Steven and his parents. 

Mr and Mis Vickers, who also 
have a 15-year-old daughter, 
said they were "delighted’’ by 
the judgment. Both toJd the 
judges they would not interfere 

with Steven's wishes. 


A fringe theatre company took 
to the stage of the Albery 
Theatre in the West End last 
night after being snapped up last 
week by the producer Bill Ken- 
wright at an alternative venue 
in Bruton. 

The Counterpoint Theatre 
Company's latest production, 
Willis Hall's The Long And The 
Short And The Tall, was wi thin 
hours of opening at the Shaw 
Theatre, Bruton, when a deal 
was struck with the Albery. 

Bill Kenwright, who organ- 
ised the transfer in just six days, 
and without seeing the play first, 
said he was inspired by the nov- 
el business approach of 
Counterpoint when he visited 
their December production of 
Streets of Dublin. The actors sub- 
sidise themselves by running a 
telesales company in their spare 
time, selling products for a va- 
riety of companies. 

“They are basically a bunch 
of lads who said ‘we’re not sit- 
ting round waiting for the 
bloody phone to ring, we’ll run 
our own theatre company and 
we’ll fund it through a telesales 
business'. I admired their ca- 
pacity to dare. 

“1 believe that among all the 
million dollar musicals, there 
should be room for talented 
people whose sets cost next to 
nothing. Basically, this project 
says a lot about the West End." 

By January, Kenwright and 
Counterpoint had begun dis- 
cussions. Last week, Kenwright 



MP ‘assailed by 
young girls at 
Thai sex club’ 


Big break: Counterpoint Theatre Company rehearsing yesterday for the first night at Albery Theatre 


told the disbelieving actors, all 
graduates of the Webber Dou- 
glas drama school that there 
was a slot free at the Albery. 

The telesales-theatre com- 
pany was the idea of lan Fran- 
cis, Counterpoint's commercial 
director. He had heard of out- 
of-work American actors 
staffing telesales companies on 


the West Coast. “Why work in 
bars and restaurants, when you 
could be working in a much 
nicer environment with other 
actors?" The nature of telesales 
work, with its flexible hours, was 
ideal he said. 

“People must be thinking we 
are very lucky, but we have 
worked bloody hard to get to the 
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West End. The three actors 
were feeling terrified, but then 
they got up on stage for a re- 
hearsal and realised it's just the 
same really whether you per- 
form at the Shaw or the Albery. 
They are handling being thrown 
into the limelight very well.” 
The company, Professional 
Communicators, raised £100,000 

Car park 
attacker 
jailed for 
four years 

An unemployed man who left 
a builder with massive injuries 
after be complained children 
had vandalised his car was 
yesterday jailed for four years. 

Judge David Lynch told 
Richard Mellor, 32: “Consid- 
erable force was required to 
break nearly every bone in his 
face, from the base of his skull 
down to his teeth. It was nec- 
essary to rebuild his face by in- 
serting 11 metal plates. 

“And one of the fractured 
bones damaged an optic nerve, 
permanently blinding him in 
one eye." 

Liverpool Crown Court 
heard that Barry Hayes, 50, still 
suffered pain, following the at- 
tack in August 1994. A jury 
found Mellor guilty a week ago 
of cansmg grievous bodOy harm. 
They acquitted him of the more 
serious ciarge of grievous bod- 
ily harm with intent. 

Yesterday Mellor, a father-of- 
four, stood with eyes closed as 
the judge added: “Parliament 
has set a maximum sentence for 
grievous bodily harm of five 
years. This case comes really 
close to the most serious in that 
category." 

During the five-day trial the 
court heard how Mr Hayes 
found his BMW car had been 
scratched while he was in the 
Heath public house in south 
Liverpool. He reprimanded a 
group of children, including 
the defendant's seven-year-old 
son. 

When Mr Hayes drove away, 
the children shouted abuse at 
him but ran off when he 
stopped and got ouL 
MeDor later returned with the 
boy, who had left his bicycle in 
the car park. He attacked Mr 
I Hayes, punching him and kick- 
ing hhn about the head, caus- 
I ing terrible injuries. 

1 Mellor, of Verney Crescent, 
Garston, Liverpool claimed 
i Mr Hayes threw the first 
I punch, but the judge said: “1 
have no doubt whatsoever in my 
min d that Mr Hayes did not 
I attack you." 

After the hearing, MeDor’s so- 
I licitor said that an appeal 
! agains t the severity of the sen- 
tence would be considered. 


in the last nine months for 
Counterpoint, allowing them to 
afford actors like London ’s Burn- 
ing's Mark Arden and Burt 
Kwouk-, who feature in The 
Long And The Short And The Tall. 

The Shaw Theatre will now 


Photograph: Edward Webb 


be empty for three weeks, but 
theatre director Jo Scarratt 
wishes Counterpoint the best of 
luck. “They saw their opportu- 
nity and took it. They are very 
single minded and they de- 
serve every success." 


A Tory MP yesterday told the 
House of Commons of a visit to 
Thai sex clubs as part of a par- 
liamentary fact-finding mission. 

James Couchman said he 
and other MPs had witnessed “a 
balletic coupling by two young 
people" and had been “assailed 
on all sides by vety young host- 
esses". 

The Gillingham MP - who 
stressed his distaste for what he 
had witnessed -was speaking in 
support of the Sexual Offences 
(Conspiracy and Incitement) 
Bill which aims to crack down 
on organisers of sex tours used 
by British paedophiles to go on 
holiday in third world countries 
for sex with child prostitutes. 

He recalled that he had been 
a member of an Inter-Parlia- 
mentary Union delegation to 
Thailand and Indonesia in 1989. 

“It was our experience that 
the Thai authorities, far from 
wanting to discourage this sort 
of activity at that time, were 
turning a Nelson eye on the 
whole procedure," he said. 

Mr Couchman said the del- 
egation had a very busy week 
which included visits to Cam- 
bodian refugee camps and 
meeting “countless politicians 
and generals". 

“But it was held that our ed- 
ucation about Thailand would 
not be complete without a vis- 
it to the district of Pat Pong - 
and it is a very appropriate 
name for this district. 

“We were told that we should 
go and view some of the clubs 
in Pat Pong and that is precisely 
what we did. We were greeted 


in this rather uusavouiy and 
seedy area of Bangkok by all 
sons of touts offering all sorts 
of services, but principally try- 
ing to sell the elute by which 
they were employed. 

“We went to one dub and the 
first thing that we were met by 
was what I can only really de- 
scribe as a balletic coupling by 
two young people and a large 
audience who were enjoying this 
particular spectacle. And from 
there it was downhill all the 
way.” 

The Bill proposed by John 
Marshall Tory MP for Hendon 
South, gained an unopposed 
Second Reading and is now vir- 
tually certain to become law. 

The Bill would make it an of- 
fence - with maximum life sen- 
tences - to incite people to 
commit sexual offences against 
children abroad. But it will not 
eradicate sex tourism. 

The Government reacted 
coolly to calls for it to go fur- 
ther and take swift action to en- 
sure so-called “sex tourists" 
could be prosecuted here for 
crimes against children com- 
mitted abroad. 

Tom Sackvil/e, a junior 
Home Office minister, said 
there would be “considerable 
practical difficulties involved" in 
mounting prosecutions in the 
UK for offences committed 
abroad. “There are doubts as to 
whether extra-territorial juris- 
diction would be likely to be of 
assistance in bringing to justice 
British nationals who commit 
offences against children in 
other countries," he added. 
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New Hampshire stays perverse as ever 


DAVID USBORNE 

Manchester, New Hampshire 

There is one thing you cannot 
take away from the people of 
New Hampshire: they know 
their politics. And so they 
should. Once every four years 
they kick off the United States 


primary coolest, the results 
of which have historically set the 
course for the rest of the race. 

Proof, as if any were needed, 
of their superior political aware- 
ness was provided this week by 
Carl Hubbard, a professor of 
political science at the Univer- 
sity of New Hampshire, who de- 
signed a quiz to compare his 
state's savvy with the rest of the 
nation’s. And New Hampshire 
scored well. 


THE US 


MESiorem . 

Some examples: Question 
one (easy): “What job does Al 
Gore have?" Here, 93 per cent 
said Vice-President, compared 
with 84 per cent nationally. 
Question three {harder): “What 
majority of House and Senate is 
required to override a Presi- 
dential veto?" The answer? 
Two-thirds. In New Hampshire 

wit£i37 percent r^ianaC^ 31 ^ 
New Hampshire, more fa- 
mfliariy known as the Granite 
State for its majestic mountains 
in the north, is a state of politi- 


cal junkies. And this is the time 
they gel their fix. From nowun- 

tfl voting day on 20 Februaiy, the 

seven principal hopefuls in the 
race for the Republican nomi- 
nation for 1996 will criss-cross 
their state, visiting schools, 
churches, adult education cen- 
tres and even private homes in 
the hope of winning their favour. 

The audience here is so push- 
over. This is the state that has 
“Live Free or Die" emblazoned 
on car number plates; its over- 
whelmingly conservative citi- 
zenry has an ingrained suspicion 
of federal government, and es- 
pecially of taxation. This year in 
particular they are in curmud- 
geonly mood. One after anoth- 
er they grumble about the 
cynicism of the election process, 
and many complain that the 


candidates on offer are simply 
not up to scratch. Take Jody 
Oberman, 25, and Ginger Mc- 
Cartra, 39, on a coffee break 
from their natural gas compa- 
ny in Manchester, a down-to- 
earth city of austere red brick 

that grew from cotton milling at 
the end of the last century. They 
will vote - that is the responsi- 
bility of everyone - but they will 
do so with unusual misgivings. 

“Frankly, I'm depressed,” 
says Ms Oberman, explaining 
that this will be her third pri- 
mary vote, and for the first tune 
she cannot find any candidate 
she really likes. 

“Before, we always seemed 
to have a much clearer choice, 
but not this time. It's ah very 
grim, and it shouldn't be like 
thaL You should be happy vot- 


ing for your president. Tm up- 
set and I feel kind of helpless.” 
Ms McCartin concurs. She is 
irritated by the negativity of the 
television advertising which, 
thanks to the hugely expensive 
blitz launched by 'the media 
baron, Steve Forbes, is jamming 
the airwaves more than in pre- 
vious races. “Really, it makes me 
wonder why we do bother to 
vote. Trying to find a great 
statesman in this country seems 
to get harder and harder.'’ 
The depth of disenchant- 
ment is a bit surprising. Four 
years ago, when President Bill 
Clinton almost got torpedoed by 
flaps over a past relationship 
with GennJfer Flowers and over 
his avoidance of the Vietnam 
draft. New Hampshire was in 
recession, with unemployment 


soaring. Things here, as in the 

rest of the country, are supposed 

to have turned around now. 

But scepticism about the eco- 
nomic recovery is a common 
theme in cfiscussbns with voters. 
The statistics might look healthy, 
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antiq ues trader, is one who is not 
convinced. ‘They’re trymgto tell 

us that the economy is better, but 

Tm sorry, it's not better. No one 
has any money for little extras, 
and that’s what life is meant to 
be all about" 

Such dark spirits do not bode 
well for any known-quantity 
candidates and this tube that 
means Mr Dole in particular. In 
two days here, I have barely 
found a soul who is determined 
to vote for him. In 1992, New 


Hampshire wounded George 
Bush by givjpg surprising sup- 
port to P&t Buchanan who came 
a strong seccmdwifo 37 per rent. 

Mr Buchanan is here a gain , 
and he still has many fervent 
supporters. But he also is now 
a bit too familiar, and herein lies 
the surging popularity of Mr 
Forbes, this year’s challenger to 
the est a b lishme n t Ms McCar- 
tin, Ms Oberman and Ms Kel- 
ly all concede that they will 
probably plump for Mr Fbfbes. 

It helps that the principal 
Forbes pitch is for a flat 17 per 
cent tax on individuals and 
businesses. Even if a flat tax 
would mean many actually pay- 
ing more than they do now, it 
sounds thoroughly subversive. 
And subversive is what New 
Hampshire likes to be. 


Forbes flies 
in face of 
hard right 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

If one thing distinguishes the 
campaign of Steve Forbes 
(apart, that is, from saturation 
bombing by negative adver- 
tising) it is the candidate’s re- 
markable ability to “stay on 
message" - namely, to bring al- 
most any political interrogation 
back to the flat-tax proposal that 
has been the launch-pad for his 
success. 

But no media spotlight is 
brighter than that which zeroes 
in on a surprise front-runner for 
his party's nomination and it is 
gradually illuminating the views 



Steve Forbes: Pro-choice 
and liberal on gay rights 

of the publishing multi-mil- 
lionaire on issues other than his 
17 per cent tax rate for a JL 
Somewhat surprisingly, what 
emerges is a man in the main- 
stream of the party on foreign 
affaire and very much on its tol- 
erant, quasi-libetlarian wing 
on social matters. 

On the litmus issue of abor- 
tion for instance, so important 
for the religious right that 
wields influence in the Repub- 
lican primaries, Mr Forbes 
plainly fails the test He does 
support notifying the parents of 
under-age mothers and the out- 
lawing of late-term abortions, 
but says other changes will re- 
quire a shift in the attitudes of 
average Americans first: in 


other words, no constitutional 
amendment banning abortion. 

On homosexuals in the mil- 
itary, Mr Forbes backs the 
“don’t ask, don't telT approach 
of Bill Clinton. far removed 
from the rigid opposition of Re- 
publican conservatives tike 
Jesse Helms of North Carolina, 
some of whose advisers help Mr 
Forbes. On same-sex marriages. 
Mr Forbes described himself as 
“hopelessly conventional. If 
people want to live together, 
that’s fine. But compassion is 
not approval." Again, a toler- 
ance not always found in Re- 
publican ranks. 

In foreign policy, Mr Forbes 
is an economic internationalist 
(as befits a man whose company 
owns a home in London, a 
chateau in France and a palace 
in Morocco). He supports free 
trade. He has not embraced the 
hardline anti-immigration poli- 
cies of “America First" conser- 
vatives like Pat Buchanan. 

On defence and security 
matters, however, he is less 
forthright. He favours the de- 
ployment of American troops 
abroad only where vital US in- 
terests are at stake. Bosnia, he 
says, does not meet that crite- 
rion. Far better to allow the 
Muslims to obtain arms and 
fend for themselves. 

In short, Forbes the politician 
combines the supply-side zeal of 
his mentor. Jack Kemp, the for- 
mer Bush Cabinet member, 
with the “keep government out 
of the pocket book and out of 
the bedroom" philosophy of 
men like the Massachusetts 
Governor, William Weld. Un- 
like Mr Forbes, Messrs Weld 
and Kemp derided not to run 
for president in 1996. 

But everything comes bade to 
economics and the flat tax. In 
America, he tells audiences in 
Iowa where an estimated 40 per 
cent of caucus participants are 
from the religious right, eco- 
nomics and values are part and 
parcel of one another. Get the 
economy moving and values will 
take care of themselves. 


End of the line for freight train as deadly load is derailed 

— — ■■ ' .MU . 



End of the line: Clouds of acrid smoke climb above the wreckage of a train In the Cajun Pass, 10 mites north of Los Angeles. At least one crew 
member died when the freight service, carrying hazardous chemicals, left the rails and caught fire on Thursday Photograph: Michael CaulfiekVAP 


Nixon’s flaws pay off in the end 


If ever you buy a stamp from the 
post office with a misprint on it, 
do not complain and, above all, 
do not exchange it for a pristine 
one, writes David Usborne. 
You might discover that it is 
worth a tiule more than what 
you paid for it. 

This is the lesson learned by 
a happy citizen of Virginia who 
last year bought a sheet of 160 
firs L-cl ass stamps marking the 
death of the former president, 
Richard Nixon. It was only 
when he first tore one off to 
stick on an envelope that he no- 
ticed something odd. 


The stamps were what the 
cognoscenti call “inverts". Be- 
cause of an extremely rare 
printing error, they had been 
passed through the printing 
press the wrong way. Nixon's 
face was split in half, with his 
chin and mouth at the top and 
his forehead at the bottom. 
Moreover, his name was printed 
upside down across his famous 
nose. 

The purchaser, who has re- 
mained anonymous, did the 
right thing. He offered just one 
of the stamps for auction al 
Christie's in New York, where 


experts told him he might get 
between $<8,000 and $10,000 
for it But when it went sale this 
week it fetched $16,675 
(£10,900). 

Nothing is known about the 
bidder either, except that he loo 
is American and was not present 
at the sale. Instead, according 
to Colin Fraser, head of 
Christie's stamp department, he 
bought the stamp by private 
arrangement 

There is little that is secret 
about the small fortune the 
original purchaser stands to 
make, if be can continue to sell 


the stamps for the same amount 
of money - a grand total of 
$23m. Not a bad return for an 
original investment at his local 
post office of just $5120. 

For now. though, the mystery 
seller is biding his time, ap- 
parently keeping the other 159 
of his wonky stamps in his defik 
drawer. He may still be pon- 
dering the wonder of his luck. 
The Post Office has said it 
printed no fewer than 80 mil- 
lion of the Nixon stamps last 
year and. as far as it knows, only 
this single sheet came out 
batched. 



Expensive error: The 32c 
stamp that fetched $16,675 


Internet 
activists 
foil 
on 
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ANDREW BROWN 

Some of America.’s jntst ad- 
mired colleges are btang used 
by free speech activists to malm 
Nazi propaganda available in 
Germany. The University of 
California, Carnegie-Mellon 
University and the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology 
have ail become hosts to copies 
of a Nazi web-site to which Ger- 
many’s state-owned Deutsche 
Tfelekom last week tried to 
block access. 

The latest round in the fight 
over international attempts to 
censor the Internet started 
when a subsidiary of Deutsche 
Telekom blocked all access to 
Webcom, one of the largert sup- 
pliers of toteraet-accessible ad- j. 
vertising space in California, ~ 
because one of the 1,500 sites 
there was maintained by Ernst 
Zundel, a neo-Nazi based in 
California. His site is dedicat- 
ed to asserting that the Holo- 
caust never happened, which is 
illegal under German law. 

Within days of the ban. De- 
dan McCuUagh. a student at 
Carnegie Mellon bad made the 
Zundel material available from 
his campus. He also made it 
simple for anyone who wished 
to follow his example to make 
a copy on to their university’s 
computers, which seems to have 
been widely done. 

Such actions, performed by 
people who have no Nazi sym- 
pathies themselves, have mys- 
tified some Germans on the 
Internet. One German com- 
mentator said: “I don’t under- 
stand all that activity for a 
person of that history. I like your 
enthusiasm and believe in free 
speech, [but] I really hate your 
attitude that you know what is 
right for Germany to do. We are 
a democracy and we have rea- 
sons why we did certain things-" 

This attitude seems incom- 
prehensible to most American 
users of the Internet, who see 
w hat they had imagined as a 
global republic, run to then- 
rules, suddenly under threat all 
around the world. The first 
Japanese to be charged with dis~ £. 
seminaling pornography on the 
net was arrested in Tokyo on 
Thursday. 

In Washington on the same 
day. Congress overwhelmingly 
approved a telecommunica- 
tions Bill which has the inci- 
dental effect of severely 
restricting free speech on the 
American portions of the In- 
ternet, by making it an offence 
to send “indecent" material to 
minors. Civil libertarians believe 
this portion of the bill is un- 
constitutional, but until the 
courts have struck it down, they 
claim, it will prohibit even the 
dissemination of abortion advice 
over the Internet 

As tiie freewheeling culture 
of tiie Internet comes into con- 
tact with variously authoritari- 
an regimes around the world, 
some yield and others fight. The 
government of Malaysia has 
admitted that it cannot hope to 
censor the Internet in future. 


Cowboy rustles the American dream 


“If one writes about war,” 
wrote Graham Greene, “self-re- 
spect demands that occasionally 
one shares the risks.” If one 
writes about America, self-re- 
spect demands that occasionally 
one tries to share the passion 
for American football. 

At the very least, you have to 
rune in on Superbow] Sunday, 
one of the three great occasions 
in the American calendar - the 
other two being Thanksgiving 
and the Fourth of July. The Su- 
perbowl is to America what the 
FA Cup Final is to England, or 
any Celtic-Rangers match is to 
Scotland. The game itself is not 
as good, lacking as it is in 
continuity and momentum. It's 
like a gam e of chess in which 
the pawns are played by ex- 
tremely large men. (The “of- 
fensive line" of the Dallas 
Cowboys, one of the teams in 
Sundays Superbowl, averaged 
23 stone in weight.) 

But the spectacle, and the 
hysteria surrounding it, make 
the solemnities at Wembley 
appear dour by comparison. 
Not that there is less passion at 
the Cup Final. There is prob- 
ably more. The Americans just 
know how to orchestrate it 
better. And I, sitting in front of 
the television with friends on 
Sunday evening, danced to the 
NBC conductor’s tune. 

Having failed to generate 
any enthusiasm for the ping- 
pong repetitiveness of basket- 
ball or the excruciating nuance 
of baseball, it was with relief - 
eager as I am to penetrate the 
local culture - that towards the 
end of autumn I discovered an 
appetite for American Football. 



The team for which I inexplic- 
ably developed an affection 
were the San Francisco 49ers. 
Sadly they were knocked out in 
the Superbowl play-offs (we’d 
call them the quarter finals) so 
I transferred my fickle loyalties 
to the plucky Green Bay Pack- 
ers, who in turn lost out in the 
semi-finals to the dreaded Dal- 
las Cowboys. 

They call the Cowboys 
“America’s Team". Because 
they have lots of money and 
they always win, they have fan 
clubs in every American city. It’s 
only here in Washington that 
people really detest them. 
Something to do with a partic- 
ularly bitter rivalry, they teD me, 
with the Washington Redskins. 
Lacking the history, I hate 
them because they’re flashy 
and obnoxious and conceited 
and their owner gets to buy all 
the fastest and biggest players. 

So my team on Sunday were 
- or, as we say in America with 
more grammatical exactitude, 
“was” - tiie obstinately un- 
fashionable Pittsburgh Steelers. 
The Cowboys wear these 
snazzy silver, white and blue 
uniforms. The Steelers wear 
plain yellow and brown. The 
Cowboys’ quarterback - queen 
to the beefy pawns -is the pre- 
tentiously named, baby-face 
handsome Troy Aikman. The 
Steelers' quarterback is a 
bushy-bearded yeoman with 
Christinas cracker teeth called 
Neil O'Donnell. A friend who 
watched the match with me 


swears that the Cowboys’ dean- 
cut coach, Barry Switzer, sports 
hair implants. The Steelers’ 
coach. Bill Cowher, looks like 
a demented assassin in a 
Quentin Tarantino movie. The 
distance between his chin and 
his mouth is twice that be- 
tween his mou th and the top of 
his brow. 

For all of these reasons I 
loved the Steelers more. Nev- 
er mind that the broadcast 
lasted three and a half hours 
and the game one. Thai for 
every two minutes of game we 
had four of commercials - 
which NBC priced at a world 
record rate of$1.2m (1X00,000) 


per 30 seconds. That half time 
lasted 45 minutes so we could 
have half an hour more of 
commercials, five minutes of 
analysis and 10 of Diana Ross 
doing a medley before disap- 
pearing into Lhe night sky in a 
helicopter. Nevermind ail this. 
It’s the American way, and 
T ve got used to it. and it did not 
stop me from getting very ex- 
cited indeed when it looked in 
the third quarter as if the Steel- 
ers might bounce back from an 
abominable start and spoil the 
victory party - laboriously pre- 
pared weeks in advance - of the 
Cowboys. When Yancey Thig- 
pen scored a touchdown I cel- 
ebrated with innocent delight. 

In the end the Steelers lost 
but they had put on a brave 
show and vou couldn’t ask for 



All-American game: Cowboys' running back Emmrtt 
Smith displays his power on Sunday Photograph: Reuter 


more than that So why then did 
I feel dirty when I woke up the 
morning after the Superbowl? 
Why did I feel like a ravished 
damsel inveigled by a silver- 
tongued suitor into giving away 
her virtue? 

It was an image that ap- 
peared on the screen after the 
game was over that did iL The 
man who went up to the podi- 
um to the tnmfay a^d re- 
ceive the acclaim of the crowd 
was not a player. It wasn't even 
the chess-master coach. It fell 
upon a man in a suit to bask in 
the honour and the glory for the 
simple reason that he happens 
to nave pots and pots of mon- 
ey and that he fixed things up 
so that Pepsi and Nike could 
blast our brains all night with 
commercials. 

It fell upon Jerry Jones, the 
owner of the Dallas Cowboys, 
to be the real star of the show, 
to hold the trophy aloft, as the 
hands of his players' strained al 
the bottom of the screen for a 
touch, because he is a man ded- 
icated - crassly, wholehearted- 
ly, eyes wide open - to the 
proposition that professional 
American Football diverting as 
it might be for the masses, is 
first and foremost big business 
for the few. 

I felt dirty because I felt 
cheated and abused, I had 
opened up to the game, had 
succumbed to its boyish 
enthusiasms, and been conned. 
That’s how it felt anyway. The 
terrible thing is that next year 
I will, in al] probability, watch 
the whole damn spectacle all 
over again. 

John Carlin 


Bosnian Muslims feel 
heat from Washington 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

The US Secretary of State, 
V&rren Christopher, flew to for- 
mer Yugoslavia yesterday for a 
visit intended to maintain pres- 
sure on Bosnia ’5 three rival 
leaderships to adhere to last 
month’s Paris peace settlement. 
Somewhat unexpectedly, he 
may find the party he needs to 
talk toughest to is not the Serbs 
or the Croats but Bosnia’s 
Muslim-led government: 

President Alija Izetbegovic 
and his colleagues have disap- 
pointed the Americans on a 
variety of issues over the last 
month, ranging from the re- 
tention of military contacts with 
Iran to actions jeopardising 
democracy and multi-culturai- 
ism inside Bosnia. The US was 
the Bosnian government’s 
strongest supporter in the West 
during the 1992-95 war. Lately 
some of that sympathy has 
started to turn into frustration. 

Only yesterday the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross discovered S8 Serb pris- 
oners in a Bosnian government 
prison in the northern city of 
Tlizla. They were being held in 
violation of the peace terms, 
which stated that ail prisoners 
of war should be released by 19 
January. 

The peace agreement also 
stipulated that all foreign 
Islamic fighters should leave 
Bosnian territory by the same 
date, but US officials say Iran- 
ian military and intelligence 


personnel remain in Bosnia 
under the cover of humanitar- 
ian missions. The Clinton ad- 
ministration warned recently 
that if these men did not leave, 
and if Bosnia’s government 
continued to delay the release 
of prisoners of war, the US 
would reconsider its promise to 
equip the Bosnian array. 

This brought protests from 
Bosnia's outgoing Foreign Min- 
ister, Muhamed Sadrbey. who 
criticised the US and its Nato 
allies for doing too little to es- 
tablish what happened to thou- 
sands of Muslim men who went 
missing during the war. He 
said the Serbs still held at least 
1,000 Muslim prisoners, a much 
higher figure than the estimate 
of the International Co mmi ttee, 
of the Red Cross, which said last 
Thursday the Serbs were hold- 
ing only 22. 

Mr Sactrbey said it was in the 
West’s interest to equip and 
train the Bosnian army. In an 
apparent allusion to military 
supplies covertly sent to the 
Muslim-led forces during the 
war from Iran and other Islamic 
states, be adde± “If Bosnia can 
defend itself with Western 
weapons, it doesn't have to 
apply for other means from oth- 
er sources.” 

. Another point of friction be- 
tween the US and the Bosnian 
government is the latter’s delay 
in granting an amnesty to ordi- 
nary Serb soldiers who fought 
against the Muslim-led army. 
Western countries view the 
amnesty as an important ele- 


ment in persuading the Serb—? 
population of five districts of • 
Sarajevo to stay there, after the, 
areas are handed over to Mus- 
lim -Croat control. 

During his trip, Mr Christo- 
pher is due to hold talks with 
President Franjo Huffman of 
Croatia in Zagreb and President 
Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia in 
Belgrade. He is expected to spell 
out the US view that all alleged 
war criminals indicted fay a 
United Nations tribunal based 
in The Hague must be brought 
to trial Fifty-two people have 
so far been charged with war 
crimes, of whom 45 are Serbs 
and seven are Croats. Accord- 
ing to lawyers in The Hague, 
Serbia has offered practically no 
assistance to the tribimal- 

Croatia says it is willing to co- 
operate but has indicated that 
its attitude is influenced by 
Serbia’s foot-dragging. So far, 
only one person charged with 
war crimes, a Bosnian Serb 
former karate instructor, is in 
the tribunal's custody. 

■ About 20,000 displaced Serb 
civilians in Banja Luka are 
waiting to re-enter the area 
known as the “anvil", the largest 
chunk of Bosnian territory to be 
handed back under the Dayto^e 
peace accord, writes Christo- 
pher Bellamy. Bosnian Serb 
authorities are not letting them 
return until the Nato-led peace 
force has secured the area. 
Under the peace agreement 
the Bosnian Croats who over- 
ran the anvil in the summer 
must withdraw by today. 
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Yelt !!!l S dilemma: Making sure w orkers are paid may help President’s chances of re-election, but inflation waits in the wings 

Kremlin feces more strikes 
as miners’ unrest spreads 



Check out A miner changes before leaving work at Maxim Gorky pit to Join the nation-wide strike 


Photograph: AP 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

The Russian government spent 
a second day struggling to find 
a resolution to a national min- 
ers' strike yesterday amid fears 
that the dispute has further 
dented Boris Yeltsin's Bagging 
chances of re-election, and 
could spread to other industries 
where workers have also gone 
unpaid for months. 

The Yeltsin administration is 
acutely aware that the hun- 
dreds of thousands of miners 
who have downed tools - a 
protest that seems to have been 
co-ordinated with a mass walk- 
out by their counterparts in the 
Ukraine - are in a dilemma 
shared by miUioas of other 
Russians. Sectors that rely on 
the Russian government for 
funds - defence plants, nuclear 
power stations, the armed 
forces, teachers, health workers 
and many more — have experi- 
enced long delays in pay re- 
cently. Scarcely a day passes 
without a group of employees 
launching a protest after going 
unpaid for months: some even 
resort to hunger strikes. Last 


night, Russia’s air traffic con- 
trollers announced plans to re- 
sume their national strike next 
week, which was launched in 
December but suspended short- 
ly afterwards. 

Delays in pay are often sim- 
ply the result of the ruthless ap- 
plication of economics. Russia’s 
high inflation (currently 4 per 
cent a month) means the cash- 
starved government can cut its 
costs merely by holding back 
funds for long periods. Power 
stations, defence plants and 
other enterprises which owe bil- 
lions of roubles to the coal 
mines have resorted to the 
same tactic. Nor are matters 
helped by the absence of any 
effective state institution for 
recovering debts. 

But the miners are also the 
victim of a more basic Russian 
phenomenon: theft and cor- 
ruption. There is little doubt 
that a proportion of the gov- 
ernment funds sent out to pay 
them has disappeared into the 
pockets of bureaucrats on the 
way. Significantly, some of those 
lobbying for the outdated and 
uneconomic coal industry to be 
overhauled are demanding that 


Rosugol. the siaie-run coal mo- 
nopoly, is stripped of its power 
io handle government subsidies. 
"Clearly there is a lack of con- 
trol over money that is handled 
out lo Rosugol.'' one Western 
economist said. 

For the miners, the knowl- 
edge that their wage packets 
have been stolen Lsyct anoth- 
er addition lo a long list of griev- 
ances. Although they earn an 
average of about £130 a month, 
well above the national norm, 
safety, health and general work- 
ing conditions are 'dismal. How^ 
ever, miners do not usually go 
hungry 1 . When unpaid, they fall 
back on a strong extended fam- 
ily structure as well as supplies 
that they, like almost every 
Russian, have amassed from 
farming their allotments, and 
money earned in the country's 
massive black economy. 

Yesterday the government 
was working to solve the strike, 
which has shut down SO per cent 
of Russia’s mines, stretching 
across several time zones from 
western Russia to the Far East. 
The administration, which 
claims to have paid all its debts 
to the miners - and is. al limes. 


posing as a champion of their 
cause - dispatched its new eco- 
nomics minister, Vladimir 
Kadannikov. for negotiations 
with union leaders. In discus- 
sions which one labour leader 
described as “rich in context and 
useful", he offered to produce 
settlement terms next week. 

The betting in Moscow is that 
the government will settle its dif- 
ferences with the miners soon, 
before the raid-winter power 
cuts that some predict. But the 
worries of either parly will not 
end there. The miners know 
that, if it is re-elected in June, 
the Yeltsin government is bent 
on closing down 140 of Russia's 
2411 mines, many of which are 
Stalin -era relics and reflect the 
utter disregard for profit of a 
centrally-planned economy. 

The Kremlin knows that if 
other sections of Russia's rest- 
less workforce start clamouring 
for their money - teachers in 53 
regions are already on strike - 
it may have to cough up. This 
would risk a return to runaway 
inflation and could jeopardise 
a crucial $9bn t£5.Sbn) loan 
under negotiation with tbe 
International Monetary Fund. 


Kohl warns 
of war if 
European 
Union fails 





SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl yes- 
terday warned in the most stri- 
dent terms that a retreat from 
further political integration in 
Europe could plunge the con- 
^ tinent into new “nationalist'’ 
wars in the next century. 

In language intended to chal- 
lenge the rise of Euro-scepti- 
cism - no longer a merely 
British phenomenon - the Ger- 
man leader proclaimed: “The 
policy of European integration 
is in reality a question of war 
and peace In the 21st century." 

Beseeching his European 
partners to lake far-reaching de- 
cisions on further EU integra- 
tion at the Inter-Governmental 
Conference (IGC) in March, he 
said: “If we suffer a set-back 
now on the road to Europe it 
will take considerably longer 
than one generation before we 
are given such an opportunity 
again.’” 

Mr Kohl said he was not ad- 
vocating a “superstate". But 
he added: “We have no desire 
to return to the nation state of 
old'll cannot solve the great 
problems of the 21st century. 
Nationalism has brought great 
suffering to our continent." 

Recalling his friendship with 
Francois Mitterrand who died 
last month, be said that the For- 
mer French president shared his 
view that “nationalism is war". 

Mr Kohl’s warnings were 
clearly directed in part at 
Britain, where the Government 
has been fuelling fears of fur- 
ther integration and question- 
k jng the timetable for the 
™ creation of a European single 
currency. 

“If individual partners are not 
prepared or able, to participate 
in certain steps towards integra- 
tion," he said “the others should 
not be denied the opportunity to 
move forward and develop in- 
creased co-operation in which all 

partners are welcome to take 
part " This was a renewed plea 
for the Franco-German propos- 
als for a “hard-core" Europe of 
federally-minded countries 
. which would relegate Britain to 
a Euro-sceptic periphery. 


Mr Kohl's speech, delivered 
at the Catholic University of 
Louvain in Belgium, where he 
was awarded an honorary doc- 
torate, came as doubts about tbe 
future course of Europe have 
reached a new pitch. European 
politicians have increasingly 
questioned the timetable for the 
creation of a single currency by 
1999; enthusiasm for enlarge- 
ment of the EU to the east has 
waned; and there is growing ev- 
idence that the reform process 
due to start next month will be 
limited 

Mr Kohl has frequently ar- 
gued that strengthening the EU 
is essential if German power is 
to be contained His fear is 
that a dominant Germany, 
unshackled by common Euro- 
pean rules, would fuel nation- 
alism among its neighbours, 
putting Europe back on the 
road to the wars which disfigured 
the first half of this century. 

The Chancellor made it clear 
that, despite warnings of the im- 
minent collapse of the plans for 
European Monetary Union, he 
believes that the angle currency 
remains the linchpin of the 
next phase of European inte- 
gration. He called for “consid- 
erable efforts on everybody's 
part to achieve a major step for- 
ward”. He also restated his 
conviction that enlarging the 
EU to take in new members 
from the East was crucial to Eu- 
rope's future. 

Mr Kohl emphasised that the 
IGC reform process should be 
used to restructure European in- 
stitutions for greater power- 
sharing in the next century. He 
set out four areas in which Ger- 
many wants to see progress: a 
strengthening of the HU’S for- 
eign and security poli cy; m ore 
pooling of powers in criminal 
justice; greater openness in de- 
cision-making and more power 
for the European PariiamenL 

Acknowledging that warn- 
ings of further war were not 
popular, the Chancellor slid: 
“My warnings may contain an 
unpleasant truth. [But] if there 
is no momentum for continued 
integration this will not only lead 
to standstill but also to 
retrogression.” 


Tajik army rebels 
forced to retreat 




Dushanbe (Reuter) —A muti- 
nous army commander seeking 
to oust the government of T!ytk- 
istan retreated yesterday from 
near the capital but rejected an 
offer of talks with the president. 

The rebels, who supported 
President Imo anali Rakhmonov 
inthe 1992 war that brought him 
. topewer, are demanding he dis- 
#nuss. his government, which 
they accuse of being corrupt. 

Now.camped in a mountain 
P®5$ 22 miles south of the city, 
jhe rebelforce - led by Colonel 

MAkhmoud Khudoyberdycv - 
shied away from confrontation 
after pro-government troops 

and tanks blacked their ad- 
vance. There was no fighting 


and so far major bloodshed has 
been avoided in the week-long 
mutiny, which risks giving a cru- 
el twist to a civil war that has 
been simmering for about three 
years in this former Soviet out- 
post bordering Afghanistan. 

Interfax, quoting informed 
sources, said Taj&infenor min- 
istry forces had been deployed 
Sund two rebel-held towns, 
Kur°an -Tyube in the south and 
Tuisunzade in the west, but talks 
were continuing “to localise 
the conflict”. Commonwealth of 
Independent States peace- 
keepers in the republic, most- 
ly Russians, were on combat 
alert but remained neutral, the 
news agency said. 
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A staggering range of rates to choose from, 


We doubt you'll have seen anything like this. It's a rang?? of mortgages that you can choose from 
if you’re buying a home, with startling discounts off our standard variable rare spread over either 
1, 2 or 3 years. Alternatively, you can pick from our range of fixed rare deals over 2, 3 or 5 years. 
We're also offering an extraordinary cashback of up ro J / — — 

* In tune with people 

£790 which includes a refund of your application fee. Return the application by 30th April and we’ll top up your ^ 
cashback by a fiirther £50. For more information about these staggering deals visit your local Nationwide branch. 


^Minimum 

Deposit 

1 year 

Discounts 

•2 year 
Dtscaams 

3 year ^ 
Discounts 

25% 

5-30% 

2-80% 

2-00% 

15% 

4-80% 

2-70% 

1-85% 

^ 5% 

4-30% 

2-55% 

1-75% J 
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THE BUILDING SOCIETY. 

Find us oa dir Internet at http://www.narionwidc-CO.uk 

borrows tatr a variable ™rc of 2. MW after a SJC* &£m»I in year I off our eurwni nandajd variable rare. A couple I male aixl female), ooa -union, aged 25. applying for a 156.000 Endowment Morrpige over 25 years on a purefta * pr« of £*3.000 
of 10%| 300 monrhlv ravments of £91.85. otx of MIRAS at 1?V (variable). APR* arc based on i year discount applying lor die rmn of ihc mortgage. In partite, after the discount rare period, the Sorictv's normal variable inieseu rate will apply. T«al 

Amount PavaWc «fl be £86.151. tWiidi ind tides 300 mortgage and eodowmenr payroom, solicitor's mortgage coats of £100 eaduding VAT Ushihio fame aoliciwr aeu for both the Society and the borrower) and redemption fees of £<0- A typical monthly 
daw men i premium it £87 [variable I . Payments mini be made bv Firm Debit or FlexAccouni transfer for die mm of die diicounr. Early ndemprioo fees charged if you repay your mortgage or transfer to uiodiCT offer during the first five jean. For full details 
tee relevant lircratufe- Cashback includes an application fee refund of up to C90 and *£50 Bonui available if an application is made by 30ih April 1996 and completion occurs by 31m October ltt*. pud after completion. Discounts quoied are^mtr mniud 
variable rare. Moftpwr are nibjecr to nano and seoiriry. Available io iW aped IB or over only For loans exceeding 75% of the purchase price or valuation, whichever is the fewer, an additional charge roll be made. Nationwide Building 5oo«y. Nationwide Lift 
Limited and Marion wide Unit Trust Managers Limittd represent only the Nationwide Mariiering Group, which ii regulated by tbe Persona] Inronncm Authority for life assurance, pensions and unit uun produos. Nation wide Unit Trusi Managua Liouied it abo 
regulated by (MRO. Wrinen quamioM ayil-Ne on liquor from bboanwide Building Society. Nationwide House. Pipns Way. Swindon SN38 INW. Nationwide n a member of die BuMjng SociHic Ombodsmin.^Aciiirjnd^ 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 

OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Ogoni 
villagers 
sue Shell 
overspill 

SAM OUJKOYA 


Villagers in Ogoniland, home- 
land of the executed Nigerian 
writer, Ken Saro-Wiwa, are su- 
ing Shell for $4m (£2.6m) dam- 
ages, claiming that crude 03 

spillage in the area has deprived 

them of their livelihoods. 

Crude oil from a leaking 
pipeline belonging to Shell has 

caused extensive enviro nmental 
damage in the region. The 
pipeline, which serves one of 
Snell's five flow stations in 
Ogoniland, has been leaking 
since July 1994. 

Last week, leaders of seven 
affected villages began suing 
Shell in the high court in Port 
Hanxmrt Shell refuses to pay, 
arguing that the damage was 
caused by sabotage. 

The long-term accumulation 
of spilled oQ - estimated at half 
a million barrels - affects seven 
villages, and is killing trees, 
crops and fish in the area. In Oc- 
tober last year the spilled oil 
went up in flames, burning sev- 
eral square miles of forest 

Oil spills from Shell 
pipelines are common in Ogo- 
niland and other parts of the 
o3-rich Niger delta. Environ- 
mentalists, including Green- 
peace, claim that most of the 
spills are due to malfunction of 
equipment or corrosion of the 
pipeline. Many of Shell's op- 
erations and materials in Nige- 
ria are said to be outdated and 
in poor condition. 

In 1993, the Ogonis, led by 
Saro-Wiwa. campaigned for 
compensation from Shell for 
damage caused by the spills and 
gas flares. They wanted Shell to 
dean up the environment, and 
railed for reparations of $4bn. 
Six months later. Shell pulled 
out of the area, where it had op- 
erated since 1958. The oil spills 
have continued. 

The company blames this on 
vandalism and sabotage. It says 
it cannot ensure the safety of its 
facilities, even after closing 
them down. 

Since Shell pulled out, the 
Ogonis have fared repression by 
the Nigerian government, which 
fears that other communities in 
oil-producing areas could dis- 
rupt the company’s operations. 
Shell is alleged to have colluded 
in the repression- 


China dynamite blast kills over 100 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

More than 100 people were 
killed and 400 injured the week 
when 10 tons of dynamite 
stored in the basement of a 
crowded five-storey apartment 
bufldmg exploded, demolishing 
an entire street in a southern 
Chinese town. 

The huge blast was the latest 
in a series of accidents demon- 
strating general disregard of the 
dangers of dynamite, despite 
government attempts to regu- 
late the handling of explosives. 
In one case a passenger on a 
packed Peking bus was taking 
explosives home in his shoulder- 
bag when they blew up. 

’ Wednesday evening's explo- 


Deadly hoard: Huge illegal stockpile in basement shows lack of controls 


sion took place in a suburb of 
Shaoyang, in central China, 
about 900 miles south of 
Peking. Last night's main na- 
tional television news showed 
pictures of a 30ft crater where 
the building had stood. Anoth- 
er 40 homes, some up to 100 
yards away, were flattened, the 
report said Windows were shat- 
tered more than a mile away. 

The cause of the explosion, 
and the reason the dynamite' 
was there in the first place, were 
still unclear last night. 

Television news said the blast 
was the result of excessive heat 

in the building's basement But 
there was widespread local 


speculation that the blast might 
have been set intentionally as an 
act of revenge. 

According to the local cable 
television station, a private busi- 
nessman living in the budding 
had stored 10 tors of dynamite 
in the basement after being giv- 
en it in lieu of money by a cash- 
strapped debtor. A newspaper 
quoted local officials as saving 
the resident was illegally deal- 
ing in explosives. But last night’s 
national news blamed unspec- 
ified “jobless people” who were 

illegally rnaaufeeturing products 

with dynamite, without saying 
what these products might be. 

There is an active trade in 


dynamite, mostly illegal. “ 
rhina because of its use in 
mfning . construction and the 
man ufacture of fireworks and 
firecrackers. . . 

Shaoyang is in a mining 
region of Hunan province, but 
it is also possible that the dy- 
namite dump was connected to 
illegal manufacturing of fire- 
crackers ahead of the Chinese 
New Year in a fortnight’s time. 
Firecrackers traditionally play 
a big role in New Year cele- 
brations, although they have 
been banned m several major 
cities, including Peking, for 
safety reasons. 

The Hunan Daily newspaper 


called the Shaoyang accident 
“extraordinarily serious” and 
said provincial experts had 
joined an investigation, but it is 
unlikely the full truth will ever 
be made public. 

Television footage showed 
fliousandsof soldiers, police and 
volunteers clawing by hand and 
with bulldozers through the 
rubble in an attempt to fed sur- 
vivors. However, no one has 
been found alive since Thurs- 
day afternoon, 20 hours after 
the disaster. About 10 of the in- 
jured have so far died. 

China's worst dynamite ex- 
plosions have usually involved 
fireworks factories. Two years 


Hunter keeps eagle eye on the remains of the day 



Perfect partnership: A Kazakh horseman near Alma-Ata returns from hunting with his eagle yesterday Photograph: Shamil Zhumatov/Reuters 
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Peres aims to 
strike while 
Likud slips up 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

“Just as I don't think that a bul- 
let should kill democracy, by the 
same token 1 don’t think that a 
bullet should be my mandate to 
govern the country," Shimon 
Peres, the Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter, said in London this week. - 

In Israel his remarks were 
taken as a sign that Mr Peres will 
go for early elections, probably 
in May. After all, if he felt so 
strongly that he needed a fresh 
mandate after the assassination 
in November of Yitzhak Rabin, 
his predecessor, why did he 
not call an election at the time? 

The answer is, of course, 
that Mr Peres and the Labour 
Party feel that they can win an 
election now. Polls yesterday 
showed that Mr Peres would 
beat Binyamin Netanyahu, the 
leader of Likud, the main op- 
position party, by lfi per cent. 
The right is still badly damaged 
by the backlash againsL it alter 
the murder of Mr Rabin. 

There are other strong argu- 
ments for the government to 
dissolve the Knesset by the end 
of the month. Negotiations with 
Syria in the US appear to be go- 
ing nowhere andean only dam- 
age Mr Peres and Laoour. 
Giving up the Golan is unpop- 
ular with the Israeli electorate, 
and Mr Netanyahu would love 
to fight an election on the issue 
of peace with Syria rather than 
peace with the Palestinians. 

A sea-change in Israeli poli- 
tics in the last three months is 
seen in the sudden popularity 
of the Oslo accords. Voters 
support them by 59 per cent, 
with 24 per cent opposed. Six 
months ago Israeli voters were 
evenly split. Support for Oslo 
may increase further if Yasser 
Arafat, the Palestinian leader, 
persuades the Palestinian Na- 
tional Council, the Palestinian 
parliament -in-exilc, to revoke 
the clauses in the Palestinian 
charter calling for the destruc- 
tion of Israel If this happens in 
April, the Labour campaign 
will get a further boost. 

All this leaves Mr Netanyahu 
and Likud in desperate trouble. 
Last year he played successful- 
ly on Israeli security fears in the 


wake of a series of suicide 
bombings: be raised the politi- 
cal temperature, only to see his 
strategy end in disaster when Mr 
Rabin was assassinated. Leah 
Rabin, the widow of the mur- 
dered prime minister, said she 
would sooner shake Mr Arafat’s 
hand than Mr Netanyahu’s. 

The obvious course for Likud 
is to change its policy and ac- 
cept Oslo. Earlier this week 
Ronnie Milo, the powerful 
Likud mayor of Tel Aviv, said 
bluntly: "... the time has come 
to accept [the Oslo accords] and 
hold negotiations with the PLO 
and with Yasser Arafat." Prob- 
ably Mr Netanyahu would like 
nothing better, but if he sud- 
denly embraces Oslo he will be 



Netanyahu: Suffering from 
backlash against the right 

denounced by diehards like 
Benny Begin, the son of the for- 
mer prime minister, as an op- 
portunist and a hypocrite. A 
change of front now might do 
him more harm than good. 

With Labour in such a strong 
position, why are so many of its 
members nervous? On the four 
previous occasions Mr Peres has 
led Labour into an election, he 
has failed to win. Many Israeli 
voters find him slippery and 
Machiavellian. This & why he 
was replaced by Mr Rabin for 
the 1992 election. It will surely 
be difficult even for Mr Peres 
to lose against a candidate as 
badly damaged as Mr Ne- 
tanyahu. But Labour might lose 
the Knesset, because this year, 
for the first lime. Israels vote 
separately for prime minister 
and parliament. 


ago, 800 tons of gunpowder 
blew up in a private factory in 
Hebei province, killing 26 peo- 
ple. Accidents with explosives 
are also common in coal-min- 
ing areas, because families 
often store explosives and det- 
onators in their homes. 

Ha n dlin g of dynamite is of- 
ten cavalier. In May 12 people 
were killed when a ton of dy- 
namite stored by a peasant in 
his village home in Henan 
province exploded. 

Explosions are just one cause 
of the high death toll in China 
from avoidable disasters. A 
succession of fatal fixes, high 
construction site death rates. 


and heavy loss of life in coal 
mines has prompted the au- 
thorities to try and improve safe- 
ty regulations and awareness 
across the country. The latest 
spate of accidents to feature 
prominently in the local media 
has been budding collapses, 
which killed at least 31 people 
within three weeks at the end 
Of last year. ' ; - 

Indus trial safety records re- 
main poor in China. More than 
6,650 people died in industrial 
accidents in the first five months 
of 1995, and 2,71.6 were seri- 
ously injured, according to of- 
ficial figures. However, Uie real 
number is probably much high, 
er. Mine explosions, collapses 
and other pit accidents kill up 
to 10,000 miners ayear. ‘ 
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Police hold five in shooting of journalist 

Antalya. Turkey — Police yesterday arrested six people, includ- 
ing a union leader, suspected of the shooting of Huseyin Demir, 
a correspondent for the Hurriyet newspaper in Istanbul. He was 
shot and wounded by a gunman on Wednesday. Demir had been 
receiving anonymous death threats for a month for articles crit- 
icising unlicensed construction in this resort city on the Mediter- 
ranean and about allegations against a trade union leader. AP 

Lithuanian fail-out inquiry clears N-plarrt 

Vilnius — Lithuania's Ignalina nuclear power plant has passed 
a security inspection and was not the source of radioactive Jafl- 
om delected last month over Scandinavia, officials said. The checks 
were carried out after Norway registered radioactive fall-out for 
a week in January that could have come from a nuclear reactor 
abroad. Reuter 

Rio wary of video 

Rio de Janeiro — Him director 
Spike Lee (right) sought to di- 
minish fears by Brazilian officials 
that his new Michael Jackson 
video in a Rio shantytown would 
damage the city's image. “We’re 
not going to travel for 12 hours 
to Rjo to show poverty when we 
could show the ghetlos of New 
York," be told O Globe news- 
paper. The is video for Jackson's 
song “They Don’t Care About 
Us“ in the north-eastern dty of 
Salvador on 10 February before 
flying to Rio. Reuter 

Unesco launches La Fenice appeal 

Paris — Unesco launched a worldwide appeal for fends to help 
rebuild Venice’s La Fenice opera house, burnt out for the sec- 
ond time in its history this week. The UN Educational, Scientif- 
ic and Cultural Organisation asked for contributions to special 
accounts at Chase Manhattan Bank in New York, Societe Gen- 
erate in Paris or Banca di Roma in Rome. Reuter 

Czechs pay tribirte to Havlova 

Prague — Czechs bid farewell yesterday to Olga Havlova, beloved 
for her struggle alongside her dissident husband Vadav Havel 
during Communist rule, and for her charitable work since he be- 
came President. Ms Havlova died of cancer last Saturday. AP 

Court orders release of Albanian reporter 

Tirana — A court dedded that an independent journalist work- 
ing for Koha Jone, the country's biggest daily, should be released 
from police custody after a week. AJtin Hazizaj, 22. was report- 
ing on the eviction of former political prisoners in Tirana but was 
charged with assaulting police AP 

Soybeans embarrass ministry men 

Tokyo — Soybeans rained down on the Ministry of Finance as 
protesters vented their anger at Japanese government plans to 
use taxpayers' money to dean up a bad loan mess involving sev- 
en mortgage firms. The protest was a twist on a traditional ritu- 
al, in which Japanese throw soybeans inside and outside their 
houses to bring in good luck and drive out evil spirits. Reuter 
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Snn^nT Pe . aranCe ^ ^ AfriCan CUP ° f Natl0nS final toda V markS 

anotn porting milestone for a nation and a continent, writes Jim White 

Out of Africa 
and into Europe 


Saturday story 


Top players in African football 


George Weah, 

Liberia and \ 
Milan, Italy ; 
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1 Jttison Mandela is gathering quite a 
A “ collection of kit dona Led by the cap- 
*® ns of South Africa’s sporting teams, 
r there was Francois Pienaar’s 
Sj ringbolt shirt he wore to present the 
R gby Worid Cup last June. Then there 
w s Hansie Kronje’s cricket blazer, 
d( med when he turned up to watch his 
la s thrash England last month. And, 
th ; afternoon, in front of 60,000 people 
ba iked up the vertiginous stands of the 
Fi st National Bank Stadium in Soweto, 
th very arena that hosted his first rally 
af ir he was released from prison in 
19 0, the President will take his seal for 
thi final of the African Cup of Nations, 
dr ssed in Neil Tovey’s football lop. 

m over-orated melange of green and 
ye ow stripes criss-crossed with grey 
fla hes and apparently designed by a 
dr g-crazed five-year-old, the shirt is not 
so: lething the sartorially understated 
bu stylish Mandela might have chosen 
hii [self. But, as always with Nelson and 
hi* kit, it is not design that counts, it is 
thi symbolism. 

bvey, the South Africans’ 34-year-old 
lei back, is one of three whites in the 
tes n; of the others, including the sub- 
stiutes, eight are black and two 
co wired. Thus, by a happy coinci- 
de ice, South Africa's football team 
ex rtly mirrors the racial make-up of the 
co ntiy. The men who will step out this 
aft wnoon to take on Tunisia in the final 
Of Africa's most prestigious sporting 
tournament are the perfect ambas- 
sadors for Mandela's new rainbow 
cation, of South Africa on the march. 

Thirty-fiveyears ago, Whiter Winter- 
fottom, the former England manager, 
fanously predicted that an African 
nttion would win the World Cup before 
tie end of the century. There is only one 
rmre chance for him to be proved 
pnpbetic, in France in 1998, when five 
Afican countries (as many as will come 
ffan South America) will qualify. Judg- 
ing by some of the problems surround- 
ingthe African Cup of Nations, however. 
Gem any, Brazil and Italy will not have 
micfa to fear come the big one. Although 
Maidela’s presence in the vast crowd 
todiy will add a gloss of statesmanship 
to be final of the competition, its qual- 
ifyiig stages were beset by the kind of 
disater, corruption and political inter- 
ference that make you wonder how any 
of tie teams managed to get to South 
Afria for the tournament 

O’ the 45 countries that entered the 
e iffy stages two years ago, 11 withdrew 
v ithout completing their matches. For 
n ost it was a matter of finance: their 
citiona] football associations simply 
c uld not afford to transport teams to 
a ray matches. For others it was bad 
c ganisation. Indeed, Mandela only got 
tie chance to get' his kit on because 
p eparations in tiie original host nation, 

I ;nya, were so dogged by maladminis- 


tration, under-funding and internecine 
feuding that it had to pull out, leaving 
SouLh Africa to step in. 

Perhaps the most telling absentee 
from the competition is Nigeria. The 
reigning champions - easily the most tal- 
ented team on the continent, stuffed 
with players making handy livings in 
Europe - approached the tournament 
as if bent on self-destruction. There 
were disputes over bonuses, rows 
between home-based players and exiles, 
fights over sponsors; a Brazilian coach 
who trousered Sim from his contract 
showed up in the country precisely 
once and then left to take up a position 
in the United Slates. Just as order was 
being restored to the squad, the coun- 
try's President. General Sani Abacha, 
announced his team would not be 
defending the trophy won in Tunis in 
1994. Officially, it was said, he feared for 


Mohammed Kalion of Sierra Leone, 
who has jusl signed for Inter-Milan and 
at 13 is the youngest player ever 10 score 
an international goal. France and Bel- 
gium were the first 10 wake up to the 
reservoir of talent. The Marseille team 
that won the European Cup in 1993 had 
three key African-born players Marcel 
Desailly, Basile Boli and Abedi Pele. 

In England, we were slow to appreci- 
ate the potential. It’s a gap in perception 
that we still suffer from, dismissing 
Africans with a prejudice and cliche that 
still lingers: "And you have to say,” said 
Archie McPherson, commentating for 
the satellite channel Eurosport on the 
African Nations Cup semi-final earlier 
this week, “that Zambia have paid for 
their defensive naivety." It is an odd 
belief that African players cannot defend 
since the first black professional in this 
country was an African: Albert Johan- 


Thirty-five years ago, Walter Winterbottom 
famously predicted that an African nation would 
win the World Cup before the end of the century 


the Super Eagles’ safety. But everyone 
knew he had a fit of pique because Nel- 
son Mandela had pressed for sanctions 
against his country following the exe- 
cution of the author and political oppo- 
nent Ken Saro-Wiwa.^By withdrawing, 
Nigeria incurred a four-year ban from 
Fifa, the world football governing body, 
which will keep the most powerful 
Africans out of the I99S World Cup. 

And yet, out of this farrago known as 
African football have emerged some of 
the finest players in the world. Mad on 
the game, groomed on poor surfaces 
which can only be surmounted by appli- 
cation of skill and with few distractions 
to keep them from endless hours of 
practice has been a production. About 
350 Africans are playing professional 
football in Europe. The latest arrival is 


ssen of Leeds. By coincidence, the club’s 
present manager, Howard Wilkinson, has 
been something of a proselytiser for 
Africa, leading tiie way by si gnin g Phil 
Masinga and Lucas Radebe of South 
Africa and. his star striker. Anthony 
Yeboah. of Ghana. 

But it takes more than individuals tri- 
umphing in Europe to make a success- 
ful national team. Nowhere have the 
frustrations of being an African genius 
in exile been more manifest than in the 
George Weah of AC Milan, currently 
the best footballer hi the worid. A 
Liberian, Weah returned to his war-sav- 
aged country from Italy last month, to 
direct preparations for the African 
Nations Cup personally. Spending thou- 
sands of pounds of his own money, he 
settled debts, paid for team travel, even 


■ African countries fn^ ^the Wort dT Cup 
7 1962 1970 1974. . 1978 1982 1986 1990 - 1994 


•Quarter 

■-■fkvajs. 

Second 

-.'round 



■ - ■ 

• ' v i - ; • & 

£ § -2 ' S.A ^- '1^ 




Quarter 

finals 

Second 

round 


round 



-;.^0 IS 


1963L..197D 1974 : 1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 

: Competitors in the African Cup erf Nation^ 


organised a shirt sponsorship deal He 
did not get to achieve the romantic con- 
clusion it deserved: Liberia were on Lbe 
first plane home, knocked out immedi- 
ately. No doubt Weah picked up the tab. 

Not so the South Africans, who have 
grown in confidence as they have pro- 
gressed through the tournament to the 
final itself carried by a unstoppable 
wave of emotional support. 

In South Africa they know the value of 
sport, the way it cam define a nation, iden- 
tify it in the eyes of the world. During the 
apartheid years, whites sought that iden- 
tity within the old, European order by 
excelling at rugby and cricket. Football 
was dismissed as the black man’s game. 
But now, those racial divisions are being 
shown not to matter even in a tourna- 
ment that locks the nation into the black 
continent to the north, even in a tourna- 
ment which, when it began, drew pitifully 
small crowds, all that is important is that 
the new South Africa triumphs. Thus, 
although the average white schoolboy m 
Cape Town would struggle to name two 
players in tiie national football team (he - 
would, thanks to the satellite channel M- 
NeL. which shows live football from Eng- 
land. have no problem telling you all of 
Manchester United's), there will be thou- 
sands of white feces in the crowd this 
afternoon, and a million more ensconced 
in front of their television sets. Once 
more, sport has united the new nation 

Indeed, if Wilier Winterbottom is to 
be proved right and one day an African 
holds aloft the World Cup, everything 
suggests he will be from South Africa. 
Although slap-dash and underfunded 
compared with its cricket and rugby 
establishments, the country has .a foot- 
balling infrastructure that is the envy of 
the continent. It boasts thriving leagues, 
good coaches, increasing levels of spon- 
sorship, and, in Orlando Pirates, who last 
month won the African Champions 
Cup, the best club side in Africa. 

They also have a vast pool of talent, an 
education system that prizes prowess at 
games and an extraordinary cross-racial 
craving for the country to prove itself on 
the world sporting stage. That desire will 
be manifest this afternoon when 60,000 
people will create an atmosphere the like 
of which the canny and experienced 
Tunisians will never have experienced. 

But best of all, they have, rumour has 
it, the promise (delivered in person to 
Mandela by Joao Havelange, president 
of Fife ) of hosting the 2006 World Cup 
itself, thus becoming the first African 
nation to enjoy home advantage in the 
tournament. 

It won't be easy, but if Mandela is still 
around to slip on whatever gaudy 
arrangement of kit his players mil be 
wearing, they have a good-luck charm 
like no other: since he became Presi- 
dent, the great shirt enthusiast has 
never seen his country lose at anything. 



Jo Brand’s 

I 's strange that news items, like buses, seem to come in threes, thus 
< isoring it is kept in the news for longer that it would normally be. In some 
c ises it is a good thing because it emphasises a problem that needs to be 
c 5 £ll with. Stalking, for example. It is very difficult for women to feej safe, 
a ter it was revealed that a woman under police protection was raped during 
t e day at home. What hope then for the rest of womanhood suffering from 
. thfc problem and not receiving “protection"? Money, in the case ^ famous 
necole, seems to be a consideration. Monica Seles, who has alreatfy been 
staibed on court, received a death threat whilst playing m Australia. Or 
ratier she didn't - it was kept from her because toure ament organisers were 
.. ™£ied She would throw a wobbler and pull out of the rest other games. Ob 
^everyreassuring. Sony about the knife wounds, Monica, but we’ve made 
a picket. 

leaving their women and coming back 
two seconds later disguised as 
Albanians with false moustaches. The 
women don’t seem to notice. I th in k 
not If I bave revealed myself as a 
philistine, so be it At least I sing 
along to some adverts. 

The Americans continue to 
depress me in so many ways. The 
BBC2 documentary Under The Sun 
this week followed two five-year-old 
girls and their hideous relatives as 
they competed in a pageant to win a 
crown as the most precocious 
caterwaulers in the deep south. It was 
a paedophiles' delight and something 
which should be strongly resisted over 
here. Shirley Temple has a lot to 
answer for. 

Paul McCartney has just opened 
his “Fame" school in Liverpool and 
let’s just hope it doesn’t become too 
much' like the American telly 
. programme. All those teenagers 
leaping and pirouetting around the 
corridors really got on my nerves. 
Apparently, the restaurant there is 
vegetarian, so some enterpnsmg 
bloke has set up a erf nearby 
to dispense sausages and the hie to 
wilting carnivores. Still, at least d the 
pupils of the Rune school we emttng 
on beans and pulses, bogfulfy theyU 
h«* too weak to scream ™p e — 

£e*re gonna five for ever! m anyone s 

earholes. 



week 



Dort look behind you, Monica! 


It wis sad to see La Feme* opera 
home in Venice go up in flames. 
Ixt»k, too, with the amount of water 
avalable. I visited Venice last 
■nowwr and my enduring memory is 
the Biell, a dank aroma that gets 
Although opera has 
more popular than k s to 
*«vwotttsiid the footle, ** still does 
«« to be the preserve of the elite. 

is djBficuIt to find lots of good 
hots as the operatic technique of 
teB&g (he story seems to involve the 
matt charact^s talking to each other 
irri&tfngfy in. song. The plots are very 
t fr i nnufe e i L Ctari Fan Hate by Mozart, 
for «acampk, involves two fiances 


A health authority has admitted 
trying to remove patients from 
waiting lists to meet a target of 
having nobody queueing for more 
than 12 months. Oh, so that’s how the 
Patients’ Charter works, then. I think 
this target business is getting out of 
hand. If you set targets that can't fee 
achieved honestly, it is human nature 
to cheat When I was younger, tiie 
police in my local area had obviously 
set themselves targets for traffic 
offences and two policemen used to 
sit outside a dairy which was next to a 
zebra crossing. As the milk floats 
came out at about five miles an hour, 
cars would illegally overtake them at 
the zebra crossing, filling the coppers’ 
quotas within a very short time. I’m 
□ot saying all police or all people in 
the health service are like this. If 
health authorities carry on like this, 
the waiting lists will soon look veiy 
healthy, because many of the patients 
will have died off on trolleys in 
casualty. 

Yet another controversial first 
appears on our televisions this 
week. It is two men kissing and it is 
an attempt by Peugeot to sell cars. 
Peugeot insists it is not a 
homosexual love scene but a man 
who has dived off a bridge being 
given mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation. Oh, the tedium of it 
all. Car ads, it has to be said, are 
the ones (hat make you want to put 


your boot through the screen. I 
□early got a contract out on the 
Volvo man who yelled “I'm a 
control freak" after having driven 
the aforementioned vehicle across 
a ravine. Volvo drivers don’t tackle 
many ravines on the school run, as 
far as I know. A decent car is a 
decent car whether it's driven to the 
shops, across a vineyard by the 
simpering, nubile Nicole, or 
standing on a beach while the 
perfect couple ('all male or 
whatever) snog to the 
accompaniment of crashing waves. 
Will it break down in the middle of 
nowhere? That’s all I need to know. 



Not yet cloned, as far as we know 


Poor old Prince Philip and the 
bugger. I have not been bugged as 
far as I know, bnt I have had my 
mobile phone cJoned, resulting in 
some Arab-sonnding bloke making 
50 calls a day on it I was on tour 
at the time and a couple of people 
who phoned me assumed that I’d 
struck lucky with some sheik or 
other. Other people always make 
my life sound much more exciting 
than It is. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Looking For a Present? 


Solve your present buying problems NOW by choosing from this selection of 
beautifully bound and jacketed hardback books from bestselling author 

Vernon Coleman 

For a cricket lover: 

The Village Cricket Tour will give boon: of pleasure. A novel which describes the adventures and mishaps of a usun or 
amateur cricketers who spend two weeks of their summer holidays on a cricket lour of the W*L Country and which has 
been compared to Jerome K Jerome's classic "Three Men in a Boat". T enjoyed it immensely" wrote Peter Ti runs wood in 
Punch. "He has succeeded in writing a book that will entertain, a book chat will amuse and warm the cockles of tired 
hearts." "Coleman Is a very funny writer." said This England. "It would be a pity if cricketers were the only people to read 
this book." "Seminal reading includes de Selincotm and Blunden and sJwukl now embrace Vernon Coleman'* latest 
offering., a whimsical piece about the peregrinations of a village cricket 1 cam on its summer lour," said The Cnckeier 
magazine. "All the characters are here, woven together by a rafi of anecdotes and reminiscences and a travelogue of some 
of the most picturesque spots in the south west." A marvellous present for all cricket lovers. 

For a golf lover: 

Anyone who likes golf will love The Man Who Inherited a GolT Coarse. This superb navel tells the story of Trcve* 
Dukinfidd who wakes Up one morning 10 find that be is the owner of bis very own golf dob- fairways, bunkers, clubhouse 
and all. There's ore snag: to keep the club he must win a golf match. And he's never played a round of golf in his fife 'The 
scenario is tailor made Tor Vernon Coleman's light and amusing anecdotes about country life and pursuits" wid lbe Sunday 
Independent. "Very readabkl" said Golf Wjrid. "Ilugdy enjoyable in Its best tradition of British comic wriUng' said the 
Evening Chronicle. Tbe mix of anecdotes and mamanis of sheer fame make for an absorbing read" said the Ewuiiig 
Telegraph. A terrific presets to anyone who enjoys golf. Far more fun than another pair of socks or a boule of aftershave. 

For a cat lover: 

Feline fans will love Alice’s Diary which tells of a year in the life of a mixed tabby cu. Alxx show* us, with great 
humour and insight, what it is really like to be a cat. Our Tiles are bursting with letters from readers whn love this book. 
"What a wonderful book, so beautifully written, it was a great pleasure to read" wnwc Mire Y of Essex. "Pfei* send copies 
of Alice’s Diary to the eleven friends 00 Ihe accompanying list. It is a wonderful book which will give them all great 
pleasure." wrote Mr R of Lancashire. Alice’s Diary is delightfully illustrated throughout. Bui we warn yon: when you sec 
ii you any not warn 10 give it away! An absolute must fw all cm and animal lovers. Guaranteed to give more joy anJ 
laughter (ban almost any other present you can choose. 

OUR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE TO YOU 
If for an; reason you are not happy with your books then we guarantee (hatfyour money will be 
refunded. Simply return any unwanted books in good condition within 21 days of receipt and 
yon win be sent a full refund - no questions asked. This 24-carat gold guarantee means that you 

can order today RISK FREE! 

To enter simply complete the coupon below and send it along with your cheque/FO (payable to Publishing House) 
to: Saks Office IN18 . Publishing House, Trinity Place, Barnstaple, Devon EX32 9HJ Telephone 101271 ) 328892. 
Your books will be despatched within 7 days of receiving your order. Insert in luxes number of hooks required and 
lotai cost. Post and packing is FREE. 
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No. £ 


Mon Who Inherited a Golf Course £12.95 
The Village Cricket Tour £9.95 


Alice’s Diary £9.95 
TOTALS 
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"Vernon Coleman writes brilliant books" 

The Good Book Guide 
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Mr Murdoch thinks the game is in the bag: it isnt 


I magine living rooms where top sport is ban- 
ished without choice. No excitement in May 
when the Cup Final comes round. No cries of 
anguish over Wimbledon finals in July. No roars 
of encouragement to the favourite in the 
National. The sound of leather on willow at Lords 
is absent, the chance to see the Linford Christies 
of the future denied. 

lb generations brought up on the voices which 
have defined our sports Richie Ben&ud and John 
Arfott on cricket, Dan Maskeli on tennis. Bill 
McLaren on rugby, such a prospect may seem 
inconceivable. To the sports- averse it may seem 
like heaven. But such a sports blackout in milli ons 
of homes could easily happen. 

Satellite broadcasters, particularly Rupert 
Murdoch's BSkyB, are plundering their deep 
pockets to buy exclusive rights to the best of 
British sport Those who cannot afford to sub- 
scribe to Sky or who do not have access to cable 
could soon be left to view only second-rate com- 
petition provided by the traditional broadcasters. 

We axe moving away from the old world of tele- 
vision sport We cannot and should not halt the 
shift. In the old world spectators were relatively 
poorly served by unimaginative coverage provided 
by the relatively complacent BBC and ITV. The 
sums these terrestial broadcasters paid for the 
rights to show sports like football were not enough 
to allow those running the sports to invest in new 
facilities or foreign talent. 

In the world we are moving into everyone has 
more choice, at least in theory. The emergence 
of digital television, combined with satellite and 
cable should create many more channels for 


sport. So spectators should be better catered for 
with more channels to choose between, offering 
more professional coverage. The competition 
between these new broadcasters should mean 
there is more money to be invested in the sports. 
This is already happening. BSkyB is offering huge 
gums to acquire the rights to show sports like 
football. Some of that money has been ploughed 
back into the foreign stars who grace the pre- 
miership and the vastly improved stadiums they 

play in. . 

All well and good but before we get to the 
promised land of the new world of digital tele- 
vision there is a large obstacle to overcome: the 
growing power of Rupert Murdoch’s BSkyB. It 
is tiying to buy up a captive audience by buying 
up the sports people like watching. That means 
exclu din g sports tans who cannot afford a Sky 
subscription. 

It doesn’t seem right. Public concern is so great 
that it seems finally to have convinced a major- 
ity of MPs to curb Mr Murdoch. Next week, a 
backbench amendment to the Broadcasting Bill 

will be debated, backed by MPs drawn from all 
parties. It would make it illegal for satellite and 
cable broadcasters to secure exclusive rights to 
the “crown jewels" of sport: the Olympics, the 
World Cup, FA Cup and Scottish FA Cup finals, 
domestic Test matches, Wimbledon, the Grand 
National and tire Derby. 

The Government has failed to understand 
public fears for these events. Yesterday’s 
announcement by Virginia Bottomley, the 
National Heritage Secretary - that she does not 
wish to curb Sky’s sporting acquisitions - was a 


7^ 



mistake. Mrs Bottomley must appreciate thai 
nine-tenths of the population do not have satel- 
lite television. Many of these viewers would feel 
justifiably aggrieved ai being deprived of access 
to great national sporting events. Something most 
be done to make sure everyone has an oppor- 
tunity to watch them. 

Mis Bottomley contends that interfering with 
the television contracts negotiated by sporting 
bodies could do more harm than good to sport. 
sity has shaken up the cosy BBC/JTV duopoly, 
expanded sports coverage and made available vast 
sums which are being pumped into new stadiums 
and better facilities. 

None of the major sporting bodies would want 
to go back to the old pre-Sky days when they had 
little option other than to take what was offered 
by the BBC or ITV. 

Yet there are also clangers in taking Mr Mur- 
doch’s money, as Rugby league is finding out 
Rugby league - whose matches were bought up 
by Rupert Murdoch for £87m - has had to switch 
its matches from winter to the summer to fit in 
with Sky’s requirements. As a sport it has been 
rhangp/t dramatically to suit television. If the ven- 
ture does not work ouL if viewers don't like the 
programmes, rugby league will be dumped as bru- 
tally as an unpopular sit-com. 

Perhaps for that reason the International 
Olympic Committee this week turned down 
Sky’s bid to cover the Olympics from 2002 to 2008 
in favour of a lower joint offer from Europe’s pub- 
lic broadcasters. The IOC judged that the big- 
ger audience secured by groups sue* as the BBC 
would best achieve its ends - the promotion of 


amateurism, internationalism and less well- 

known sports. . 

BSkyB almost collapsed soon after its launch. 

Yet its power is now such that it needs to be 
checked. This does not simply mean protecting 
the “crown jewels”. That will suffice as a short- 
tenn measure. The long-term goal must be to cre- 

J marlrat in KM. 


ding for television rights to sports. There is a 
st rong argument for referring Ins television inter- 
ests immediately to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commissio n, which would examine how Sky 
controls access to satellite capacity, how it con- 
trols billing systems for customers and is able to 
make dgflfr with programme suppliers which shut 
out other broadcasters. 

Another move would be to insist that rights to 
sports events are “unbundled” so that if BSkyB 
has the rights to live coverage, terrestial broad- 
casters have to be able to show highlights and 
repeats. 

Ways must be found to enable cable compa- 
nies to compete on a level playing field with Sky, 
which at the moment dictates the terms on which 
film and sport programming is supplied to cable 
operators. The BBC must also think about the 
possibility of entering the subscription television 
marfrei _ This seems to be the onk wav in which 


market. This seems to be the only way in which 
it will be able to battle with Sky in the bidding to 
cover big events. ; 

Whatever the solutions - regulation first, fol- 
lowed by increased competition would be the best 
way forward - Mis Bottomless strategy of doing 
nothing is untenable. It is time to take on Mr 
Murdoch. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Operatic costs, funding and audiences How ITV manages to agree 
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l From Mr Richard Searie 
Sin With regard to your leading 
article “Making opera pay its 
way" (1 February), you suggest 
that Raymond Gubbay’s Albert 
Hall venture will attract those 
intolerant of the “soaring prices, 
social grandeur [and] long hours" 
at Covent Garden. I would take 
issue with each of these. 

Both the Royal Opera and 
English National Opera sell 
seats in the upper part of the 
theatre at less than the cost of 
entiy to a West End cinema. 
These areas of the theatre are 
favoured by many dedicated 
opera-goers and the atmos- 
phere is open and friendly: 
“social grandeur" and the cor- 
porate junket brigade may be 
found elsewhere. As for “long 
hours", surely Mr Gubbay is 
not presenting an abridged ver- 
sion of the already short La 
Bohime? 

Yours faithfully, 

Richard Searle 
London. SW15 

From Professor Arthur Jacobs 
Sir: Those of us who write 


about and teach the history of 
music are grateful for your edi- 
torial revelation that “opera 
started as a commercial mass 
entertainment in central 
Europe’s concert halls”. 

Hitherto we have traced 
opera's origins to early 17th- 
century Florence and its 
“essentially courtly entertain- 
ments in the form of the then 
fashionable pastorale ... for 
the delectation of aristocratic 
spectators" (Groves Dictionary 
of Music and Musicians, current 
edition). 

We have chronicled the long 
dependence of operatic per- 
formance on financial subsidy 
from aristocratic, state or 
municipal sources. Somehow 
we missed its genesis in the con- 
cert hall, whether in central 
Europe or elsewhere, and 
foiled to identify it as a mass 
entertainment before the 19th 
century. 

Yours faithfully, 

Arthur Jacobs 
Oxford 

The writer is die editor of the 
’Penguin Dictionary of Music'. 


From Mr Paul Freeman 
Sir: In the debate about the 
funding of opera, nobody 
seems to have suggested tele- 
vision as a potential source of 
revenue. There are occasional 
live broadcasts made by the 
BBC and Channel 4, and usu- 
ally a couple of recordings are 
shown at Christmas, but if the 
existing and potential popular- 
ity of opera are as good as is 
supposed, then surely this is an 
area that should be exploited. 

Television broadcasts of five 
or recorded performances 
would serve existing demand 
for opera, increase its popular- 
ity, help bring more people to 
live opera of all scales from 
amateur to international, and 
provide a considerable source 
of revenue. 

If one night from each pro- 
duction put on at Covent Gar- 
den were to be broadcast live, 
just think of the differences that 
would be made in these areas. 
Yours faithfully, 

Paul Freeman 
Wotton under Edge, 
Gloucestershire 








Bader meeting German pilots after his capture in northern France 

Bader: shot down or collided? to pas: 


Mike Pollard 


From Mr John T. Williams 
Sin As an aside to Richard 
Smith's article relating to the 
discoveiy of Douglas Bader’s 
aircraft (Spitfire W3185) (29 
January), it is interesting to 
note that the photograph show- 
ing Bader with Luftwaffe pilots 
includes “Adolf Gall and", com- 
manding officer of JG26 (a 
pilot from this unit may well 
have brought down Bader's air- 
craft). Galland was given a 
severe reprimand for “enter- 
taining" the British pilot at the 
Gescbwader headquarters. 

Bader was shot down on 9 
August I94L while leading his 
Wing dur ing a bomber escort to 
Bethune. Having baled out 
minus his right artificial leg, a 
signal was received from the 
Germans asking that a replace- 
ment leg could be dropped. The 
RAF decided to indude the 


task in a normal raid. On IS 
August 1941, a Bristol Blenheim 
of No 18 squadron took off 
from RAFManston in KenL 
The Blenheim made the drop 
en-route to its primary target 
Regards, 

John T Williams 
Co- Secretary, RAF Air Force 
Mansion History Club 
Ramsgate, Kent 

From Mr R. G. Gregory 
Sir: Wing Commander Dou- 
glas Bader was not shot down 
over St Omer on 9 August 
1941, neither did he unstrap his 
right leg in order to get clear of 
his tail-less aircraft 
Paul Brickhill’s biography 
of Bader relates that, having 
dispatched the centre two of a 
formation of six Bfl09s from 
astern, Bader used his over- 
taking speed to turn hard right 


Literary cubs I Four-foot fault 


From Mr Geoffrey Brogan 
Sir In your obituary of Joseph 
Brodsky (30 January), you stale: 
“In 1987, Joseph Brodsky, then 
47, became ihe youngest person 
ever to receive the Nobel Prize 
for Literature." This is incor- 
rect In 1957, Albert Camus 
received the Nobel Literature 

prize at the age of 44. 

Yours sincerely, 

Geoffrey Brogan 
S outhport, Merseyside 


From Mr T- C. Micklem 
Sir: Not all the dinosaur-con- 
temporary quadruped foot- 
prints from Corncockle quarry 
(letter, 31 January) were sent to 


to pass between the two on 
that side and “in sheer 
bravado, he held course to do 
so" - and didn't! There was a 
collision which left Bader's 
aircraft minus the complete 
rear fuselage and tail, pre- 
sumably as a result of it being 
sliced off by the propeller of 
the rearmost 109. 

The tail-less, but by no 
means engine-less, projectile 
which Bader’s Spitfire had now 
become, went down very fast 
and, quite lacking any control, 
he decided to get ouL In this he 
was helped to a degree by the 
high-speed airflow but found 
himself trapped by his right tin 
leg, the same wind pressure 
m aking it quite impossible for 
him to do anything constructive 
“till the steel and leather 

snapped” 

Yours faithfully, 

R. G. Gregory 
D iss, Norfolk 


Oxford. There is a fine exam- 
ple in Dumfries Museum. 
Yours faithfully, 

TC. Micklem 
Pocklington, 

Yorkshire 
31 January 


From Mr Leslie Hitt 
Sir Mathew Horsman raises 
some timely aud interesting 
points about ITV (Media, 30 
January). However, I was sur- 
prised by his comment that the 
companies “fight among them- 
selves". Given that 11 separate 
companies run one channel, it 
is quite remarkable that there 
is agreement about so much 
and that the channel is man- 
aged so effectively. 

What was missing from his 
analysis of the direction in 
which tiie market place is going 
was any mention of one of 
ITVs most fundamental fea- 
tures - provision of regional 
sendees across the nation. It is 
ITVs regional character that 
distinguishes it from its com- 
petitors and which, despite 
changes in ownership, remains 
and must continue to remain, 
the cornerstone of the channel. 

The challenge facing us is to 
sustain, and capitalise on, our 
great regional strengths while 
exploring ways of exploiting 
new commercial opportunities. 
In the area of digital terrestrial 

Sensitive ways to 
deal with death 

From Mr Roy J. Ward 
Sir I read your leading article 
“Say goodbye to the British way 
of death" (31 January) follow- 
ing the funeral of ray 28-year- 
old son earlier in the day. We 
all deplore the impersonal cre- 
matoria package, but it need 
not be so. 

Our son was no “public fig- 
ure", but we had a glorious day 
of celebration, music, memory 
and deep sadness that recog- 
nised both Christian and 
humanistic spirituality, which 
was highly personal about our 
son but did not ignore the exis- 
tential questions which death 
inevitably raises. . 

The High Street undertakers 
were sensitive and accommo- 
dating to our various requests 

Prison staff cuts 

From Mr David Evans 
Sir 7b put the blame for staff 
cuts in the prison service at the 
door of the Prison Officers' 
Association (Letters, 30 Janu- 
ary) beggars belief. Mark 
Leech's references to levels of 
staff who work with prisoners 
and the level of pay suggests a 
poor understanding of the facts. 
As to the Scottish model, the 
prison service in Scotland are 
also cutting staff. 

Mr Leech may be the only 
person in the penal field who 
supports the Home Secretary’s 
belief that the prison service is 
overstaffed. He contradicts 
countless inquiry reports includ- 
ing Woolf and Leannont which 
1 contain rocommendatioos that 


VAT returns 

From Mr Mark Blackman 
Sin Am I correct in remem- 
bering that VAX was increased 
from 15 per cent to the current 
17.5 per cent to pay for transi- 
tional relief as the poll tax was 
replaced by the council tax? 
Southwark Council informs 


television, for example, the 
British television industry is 
working to advance digital tele- 
vision swiftly. Both in Europe 
and the UK the relevant com- 
panies and organisations are 
thrashing out the technical 
specifications, with a view to 
getting a tr ansmissi on infra- 
structure built by the end of 
1997 and digital receivers in the 
market by early 199S. 

The ITV companies are 
working together on the cre- 
ation of a transmission net- 
work on a regional basis. We 
are also examining what ITV’s 
new digital programme service 
might be - over and above the 
simulcast service we are 
required to broadcast 

So there is more synchro- 
nised activity than first meets 
the eye. ITV is Europe’s most 
pop 1 Uar channel. We intend 
keeping it that way. 

Yours faithfully, 

Leslie Hill 

Chairman 

ITV 

London, WC1 
2 February 


and patiently wailed with us for 
40 minutes at the packed 
church and the further hour we 
spent at the graveside. 

Similarly, the Anglican 
priest was sensitive to our var- 
ied views and needs in plan- 
ning the funeral, respecting 
our son’s non-Christian beliefs 
while not losing sight of the 
needs of the many bereaved, 
Christian and non -Christian, to 
be ministered to. 

1 agree with your leader that 
there is a need for “access to 
a wide variety of options" but 
the wish to band it ail over to 
someone else still runs the 
risk of a kind of detachment 
from grief which is often the 
essence of the British way of 
death. 

Yours sincerely, 

Roy Ward 
London, SE20 
2 February 


imply staffing increases. 

Recent advice sent to gover- 
nors on reducing costs makes it 
dear that offender programmes 
that are known to reduce re- 
offending are to be cuL Many 
establishments are proposing to 
axe their entire probation and 
education units. 

The current budget cuts, 
combined with the prison pop- 
ulation explosion, will result in 
prisoners spending more time in 
their cells, and less time on pro- 
grammes that challenge offend- 
ing behaviour. That has serious 
repercussions for the future. 
Yours, 

David Evans 
General Secretary 
Prison Officers' Association 
London, N9 
1 February 


us thal as this relief is being 
withdrawn, it may have to 
increase some of its council tax 
charges by up to 90 per cent 
Can we expect to hear soon 
from the Government that VAT 
will return back to its old rate? 
Yours faithfully, 

Mark Blackman 
London, SE5 
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DAVID 


Lottery is all 
above board 


From Mr David Sieff 
Sin Your leader “Bringing the 
lottery bigwigs to book” (2 Feb- 
ruary) suggests the House of 
Commons had nothing to do 
with setting up the bodies 
tasked with distributing the lot- 
tery money' to good causes. In 
foci, the National Lottery Char- 
ities Board was set up by the 
same legislation which estab- 
lished the lottery. It was fully 
debated in Parliament and 
secured all-party consenL 

The National Lottery Char- 
ities Board wishes to be trans- 
parent and accountable. So for, 
we have made 2,400 grants. 
The media, including the Inde- 
pendent. were sent full details 
and analyses of each of these 
grants and our first grants. Your 
paper covered our first grant 
announcements in great detail 
and in a leader the following 
morning (24 October 1995) said 
that the awards, and I quote, 
“makes you proud to five in a 
country where so many are try- 
ing to do so much for so many". 

Our board conducted a mas- 
sive consultation exercise with 
the voluntary sector in the ear- 
lier part of last year. Full details 
of all our policies and our 
grants were made public. Given 
the almost unprecedented 
media coverage, I am aston- 
ished you should claim our 
workings are mysterious. 

To slate that the board is 
“stuffed with bankers, politi- 
cians and businessmen" is 
untrue. Our board members 
have long and valuable experi- 
ence of the charity and volun- 
tary sectors. 

Yours faithfully, 

David Sieff 
Chairman 
National Lottery 
Charities Board 
London, WC2 

Restoration of 
ruined abbeys 

From Ms Catherine Candlish 
Sir Your correspondent Mrs 
M. J. Fox (Letters, 1 February) 
wishes to have just one ruined 
abbey rebuilt. Obviously she is 
not aware that this was done 
years ago on the Scottish island 
of Iona. 

Should Mrs Fox go there 
she will find no museum piece, 
however, such as might be put 
in place by Millennium funds; 
nor will she step back in time. 
Rather she will find a place of 
exquisite craftsmanship hous- 
ing a forward-tiunking, practi- 
cal group of ecumenical Chris- 
tians, whose feet are firmly on 
the ground. 

The welcome she receives 
may be more than she bargains 
for, and the lessons she learns 
be more (ban historical. 

Yours sincerely, 

Catherine Candush 
St Andrews, Fife 

From Mr Dick Jones 
Sir: Mrs M. J. Fox on the 
restoration of ruined abbeys 
and monasteries says that it was 
the ancestor of Prince Charles 
who initiated their destruction. 

The three children of Henry 
VIII to whom she refers, 
Edward VL Mary and Elizabeth 
I, ail died childless. On the 
death of Elizabeth, the Crown 
passed to James 1 and VI of 
Scotland, a descendant of Mar- 
garet, Henry VUTs eldest sister. ; 
Yours etc, 

Dick Jones 
Cambridge 
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Water 
into urine 

“pd only had one glass, so you 
J. can’t blame the drink. Jeremy 
Paxman’s voice introduced 
Thursday’s NewsnigfU over 
familiar five pictures of bored, 
ill-dressed men and women 
shuffling around a large gym- 
nasium. It was the evening of 
the Hemsworth by-election. 
Later, some cub reporter would 
appear telling us that Labour 
were “looking happy” (had won 
handsomely), or the Tories 
seemed “relaxed" (had saved 
their deposit). 

There they were, Britain’s 
Most Boring Canvassers, await- 
ing a result that everyone 
already knew. Some bloke was 
being grilled - 1 temporarily lost 
the thread. 

It was only when Jeremy 
interrupted the fot chap on 
screen with “a man’s just fallen 
down behind you, now what’s 
that about?” that I woke up. 
Who had gone down? Had the 
new MP died already? (V&s this 
a record?) Had someone set fire 
to the Liberal Democrat? 

Then I twigged. We weren’t 
in Hemsworth at all, we were in 
Telford. The scene was an evan- 
gelical service. And the inter- 
viewee wasn't the editor of the 
Hemsworth Argus filling empty 
airtime, but an American pas- 
tor defending mi&ennarian reli- 
gious practice (speaking in 
tongues, barking like dogs, 
throwing away other people’s 
crutches), against attack from 
the mainstream church. 

So those in shot were Christ’s 
New Vanguard, experiencing 
ecstasy. Only they were experi- 
encing it extremely un dramat- 
ically. True, looking closely at 
the crowd behind the corpulent 
priest I glimpsed an old dear 
going down on one knee and 
making a face. Then getting up 
again. If the Spirit was entering 
her. J thought, it had come out 
the other side very quickly. 

It wasn’t the joist time I had 
witnessed the dire spectacle of 
white English people carried 
away by spirituality. Td seen 
other pictures of evangelicals 
visited by the Lord. They shook 
a bit, sat down suddenly and got 
up again, shut their eyes and 
nervously shouted, “I’m here. 
Lord.” Everything they did pos- 
sessed the same dignity and 
physical grace thal you see 
when people fall off buses, or 
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get trapped in revolving doors 

Surely if God wanted u 
reveal himself to us he woua 
make a better, more beautifu 
show of it? The singing wouB 
be sublime, the body woup 
seem electric, the eyes woup 
shine with fervour and mspim- 
tion. It would have to set n 
miraculous. But the Toroi o 
Blessing as seen in Telford is 
not miraculous. Instead of top- 
ing water into wine, the Engl 3i 
faithful manage the unasto- 
ishing trick of transform ig 
water into urine. Anybody in 
do it, but only the dama ed 
insist on telling everyone. 

Contrast this wobbling nc 
yelping with the services mi dt 
black Pentecostal churches 
Magnificent singing, rhythmic' 
dapping and smart dothes. Yea 
can be completely irretigiou; 
and feel something inside yoi 


" -“-‘STr. 




respond. So why is this? 

No - I’m not falling for ever’ 
the mildest form of “lhey*w 
got natural rhythm". I see the 
same phenomenon in othe: 
walks of life. At English foot- 
ball matches most of thi 
singing is off-key. Many font 
even chant out of tune, fizzing 
out mid-expletive. Contrast thi 
with, say. Brazilian supporter, 
and their terrace sambas. 

Or. to take a topical example , 
examine Mr ScargiU’s new rad 
ical party. Socialist Labour 
Where were the red banners 
the six-foot high portraits oi 
Karl, Vladimir and Arthur 1 - 
Was the founding marked tty s, 
10,000-strong rally, addressed 
by fratemal delegates from the 
struggling masses of 10 con i- 
nents? Did Agitprop theate 
transform the icy streets f 
Hemsworth into a peripatel c 
celebration of woridng-clas 
political action? No. Arth r 
and Brenda, his candidate, s t 
all day in an old shop phonii ; 
people up. That was it 

•I know the culprit. What 5 
at work here is that damn* I 
English self-consdausness. It > 
that fear of ridicule, of lookii \ 
sflly, which leads to an inc 
parity to throw oneself into tl : 
song, the dance, the party r 
the politics. Unless you a: 
completely drunk, in whi< i 
case there is absolution. 1 
England it is not just the be t 
who lack all conviction. Ev> i 
the worst do. 
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When I am portrayed as a saint I say, ‘How ridiculous.’ Whe; I 
am painted as a black-hearted villain, I say, That’s not the wb e 

picture ^TerryVfwte, former Qturch envoy emd Band has& je 

The Conservative Party has got rid of its eccentrics and is tali n 
over by PR and advertising people. The Labour Party is ios l E 
its mavericks and finding a sullen army among the politically C r- 
rect In both parties a ratal spirit of obedience is taking ove - 
John Mortimer, playwright 

I don’t need servants, I just need peace - Phil Collins, pop x % 
after going into self-imposed exile in Switzerland 

Children are abused in various ways as morality and reason : e 
thrown out of the window in pursuit of selfish, adult ends - IS I- 
«m Mandela, urgfngthe world topunish the abuse of dtMreninw 

I am litre the Duchess of York. Can't afford to cany on. Which if 
us should be saved for the nation? - Austin Mitchell, Labour i P 
Their cumulative incompetence caused Hell on Earth. They hi re 
shown no remorse - Ron Lipsius, King's Crass fire victim, m 
London Transport i 

Parliament is about as sexy as a late afternoon in a men's d b ! 
in Pall Mall - George Walden, Tory MP 
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TheOpen 

University 


INSIDE STORIES 

3 They still talk about It, the night that 
David Alden put the boot into 
Tchaikovsky, the night of ‘The 
Cossack Chainstore Massacre . The 
booing started early. By the close, 
even the critics had aligned 
themselves into vociferous factions 


<f a ive been locked out, immobilised on 
1 H the road, and had the alarm squawk 
dementedly while I’ve been in my 
car. For every thief that an alarm or 
immobiliser deters, I bet it 
inconveniences at least 100 owners 
and many more innocent neighbours 


‘I suppose I'm old-fashioned,’ says 
the funny-man turned theatre 
director Patrick Marber. ‘I serve the 
text and try not to be too flash. I 
don’t like anything flash. I don’t like 
flash cars, flash people. I don’t 
want to be a flash director’ 


i) A Mention badgers to any dairy farmer 
/ u in our area, and his eyeballs start to 
rotate. Never mind what vets or 
scientists may tell him: he is certain 
that badgers transmit TB to his cows. 
He is also sure that the law should be 
changed so they can be culled 


Study for 
a BA or BSc 
degree. 

To broaden your interests or develop your career the Open 
University offers over 150 courses you can choose from to build 
your own BA or BSc degree programme. They cover arts, science, 
social science, computing, technology, modem languages, 
mathematics, business management, education and health and 
social welfare. If you are over 18 and resident in the European 
Union, you're eligible. No previous qualifications are required. 

through ou supported 

OPEN LEARNING 

Our proven method of teaching allows you to study wherever 
you live and in your own time. Specially written texts and 
audio/video materials are backed by counselling and personal 
tutorial support and the opportunity to work with other students. If 
you need help, some financial support may be available. 
Admissions are on a first-come first-served basis - so fill in the 
coupon or phone NOW. 


Send for your free brochure on 
BA/BSc degrees NOW. 
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i. PO Box 625, Milton Keynes. MK1 1TY. 
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The bus queue - senior citizens and impatient commuters wait for a glimmer of double-decker in a sea of freezing rush-hour smog, 
it could only be Monday morning 

THE GREAT BRITISH QUEUE 


K£r, 


v'j> ' 
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V iVr. 


Waiting for the post-office to open: “It’s some people's way of integrating," says one of those lining up for their giro with stoical pride. 
“Being in a queue makes for less loneliness, doesn't itT 


Pictures by Philip Meech 




Britons wiR queue for anything, which may explain the lute of people watmgfo 


Dancing shoes: accortingto one cfcibber here, “The cpjeue is 
part of the evening - ffyou don’t have to waft, it isn’t worth it" 


r-jr. 


As George Mikes once wrote: In Englishman, even if be is alone, forms an orderly queue of one.” From Madame Tussaud's to 
all-night raves, from station platforms to Lottery counters, Britain remains one nation joined by a culture of wait-your-tum 


AtRascasse 
in Leeds 


.-.Theset-u p is. steek, With blond -wood: floors, 
trim . and tables' raid with starchy : 
^Whfoe linen. And thenarrieTRascasse- the : 
'^ the.fre’nqh betieveis essential ip ! ' 
^bPiitilabaTsse:- The spicy, aromatic fish soap-" 
certainly: worth the brouhaha..- : 

sample perfectly cooked cod on 
^ thRA-^ed of purged peas almost outshone 
acc^panyinggratto dauphinois. A. 
Svfar ct^.-frorn.dank cod, soggy -chi ps and 
-mu^V^peas. ;Tfe.menu is net entirely 
^ip^catorial. Conflt' of duck is suitably rich, . . 
. ^encased iff crisp skin, and comes with a 
yh ^ rf-gtnppingty rich ceferiac purfe. and 
" d^ert-hunters should aim for the pear 
: qjruplbie’topped with vanilla Icecream that 
v cbuld sendHaagen-Dazs packing. 

H Cariaf Wharff Water Lane r Leeds (Oil 3- 
■ ■ 246tti 1) Dimer 7-10pm,i25-30.__ . 

. : Thfee-coUrse Suriday lunch 12-2pm £15 


JOIN 

Ttie 

Wordsworth 
Winter School 


If you thought English poetry.was a distinctly 
parochial affair, then you may be surprised to 
discover foiat devotees are coming from as far 
afield as China, Japan, Noway and the US to : 
attend .the ,14th annual festival of Lakeland 
literature. Anyone joining the week-long ' 
festivities can expect walks, talks, readings 
and seririnars plus a few excursions thrown jn. 
The focus this year Is on Home at Grasmere ..... 
and toe two-part Prelude, but you^don’t need - . . 
to be a Romantic poetry expert to attend -all or- ' 
some of the events, which begin on Sunday. 

The opportunity to spend time iri tfte museum 
arid Dove Cottage, not to mention seeing toe . 
-inspirational landscape in the present dramatic : 
weather conditions, should entighten anyone: -i. 
about Wordsworto's mus8.> . 

■ Dove Cottage, Grasmere; Cumbria 
( 015394 35544 1 Single events £5; ; . 
fuif-week residency £349. 


WATCH 

Donna 

McPbail 


Abig nightdirt for SWindptiastoe'; 
troubleshooting Dohria McPteii,WazreJnto 
. fowri'for one gig arily.You'ffM^ 

- hungoVffl’ Sunday mdm/ngs as the np- ;> . 
nonsense presenter of BBC2's The Sunday... 
Show. .The hard-hiffing, suit-wearing^tand-: 
up, one of a select band of British women 7 
comks vtoo can .always be retied upon to^ ; 
deliver,' comes out fighting andnever lets. ". 
: lip. “Maybe because t‘fri a woman, T’she : 

• says, “1 feel more under pressure. VdOftt : ;- 
" think, -They’re going to hate me, J*m a . v : ‘- 
' woman', but I’m i nerwj i btys^gressive wheri 
t go on. I want people to know thatihey. ; 
don’t mess with me." Support from toe . 
rejuvenated Bill Bailey, aka the bastard son 
oLWhispering Bob- Harris,- and-bfrsurreal '?'■ 
cosmic jam. r .1 

■ Swindon Arts Centre (01793 614337) 
8pm tonight . .. ' J ,V ; 


VISIT 

The Road 
Racing Show 


BUY ; 

A cultured - 


If you've never understood toe appeal of ... 

.^motorbikes. you've obviously never been bn a 
decent one. The puttering performance of a 
Honda 90 is as far from the thrift of the 
powerful, state-of-the^rt Ducat! 916 as dinner 
with Raymond Blanc is from a pot noodle^ - 
Anyone intent on discovering toe. pieasures-of, 
two wheels should rush to this year's bigger 
..and better Road Racing and Superbike show:, 
at Alexandra Palace. All the young British' stars 
taking part. in the 1996 Grand Prix-Worid ;; : . 

. Championships are revealing toek plans and, .. .* 
alongside newty unveiled bikes from Triumph, 7 
'BMW, and toe handcrafted Bimotas, there Is 
an auction of race memorabilia today, with 
proceeds going to Riders. for Health, the bikers' 

- section of Save the Children. /'■. 

^Alexandra Palace , London N22 .' . . .. 

- (0181*444 7523) 9am-6pm, ends Sun. 

: Adutts £7, children £3 ; 



Diamonds, zeS&rrfty us A are 

for ever, birt ^ads r don't exa^-h 3 ^« self- : 
by^te.-Tbey ; doi&^^ -•••*. 

.. if yov.catft 

Day, when’cariiypu? Thpaabronito^^ ri3- . ; 
vrautinejs.all.w^r and 
search oFur%ing^titotfe^^ 

: one a week ; 

toe wares- of the _ 

-> ciiltur«J pebri .Afc £ 30 ; 0 €® thlSphoker is -/ - 
~prob^^7fi^'Idttei^ . 

.. of eamhgsTs tapQaifid ^fotF wor^tf^ed a^ 
second Tnorigagfe td buy.d. rt-^n bussed 
; 7 letter opener ,(^ 9 ) or ^peri«eJ^rt (£38). 

' 'Those living in" Gentry I Lorfoon ^an t 3 ^ 

‘ advantageof toe-free^aftorwious.: 

■, Vatenh'ne r s delfvery se rvk» ; but^eve ryone . ; 
-elte canipurchase by mail .ordet- , : - 

:mi79 New Bond-Stredt/lAridw W1 

(0171-629 5300) - 
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Meet David Alden, chainsaw opera producer: a man who treats opera not as bourgeois art for a monied elite but as an 
agent of upheaval. Edward Seckerson hears how to put the boot into the great composers. Photograph by Glynn Griffiths 


A n empty space. A commitment to noth- 
ing. For some theatre directors, it's a 
good place to start. For David Alden, 
it's the only place. In his head at least, 
Alden needs to arrive in rehearsal with 
a completely clean slate - just the 
piece, his performers, and the enticing prospect 
of endless possibility. A blank canvas. In opera 
- his chosen medium - that’s not so easy. A 
great many factors conspire against it. And yet, 
during the 15 years of his extraordinary creative 
marriage with designer David Fielding, Alden 
effectively made no compromise. Fielding gave 
him his empty space, his magic box, his white 
walls. And Alden inhabited that space, violated 
it, created his own dreams, his own nightmares, 
his own Fritz Langian shadows. Order turned 
to disarray. He defaced the walls, brought in 
absurdist symbols of time and space, naked light 
bulbs, clocks and chairs (lots of chairs)... and 
chainsaws. 

Chainsaws? Now there’s a word to resonate 
in the memory of all those who crossed the 
threshold of English National Opera during the 
mid-1980s, the so-called “Power House" era. A 
time for change, audacity, designer opera. And 
trendy poster campaigns. The audiences didn r 
come quietly. That was all part of the fun: the 
resistance. And some shows they loved to hate 
more than others, tike this one: David Alden s 
ENO debut, a cut-price, throw-away staging of 
Tchaikovsky’s Mazeppa- The first “opera nasty 
- theatre of cruelty, theatre of anarchy, theatre 
of blood and thunder. 

They still talk about it, the night that Alden 
put the boot mtolthaikovsky, the night oTTlie 
Cossack Chainsaw Massacre” - as it affection- 
ately became known. The booing started in the 
first 20 minutes. By the dose, even the cntics 
had aligned themselves into vociferous factions. 
The run sold out within days. Asucc&de scan- 
dale. That’s putting it mildly. 

I doubt that Alden and Fielding realised it 
.at the time, but with this one production they 
had effectively set the agenda for the ENOstyie 
of the 2980s: highly physical, confrontation^ 
frrotalist, deconstructmst - these were the 
watchwords. They didn’t set out to be shock- 
-fag oTre^cal/says Alden. Instinct always 
ruled. Their productions came on strong u i a 
-■rough, angry, energised kind of way because the 
diSScmfheiween them dictated that line of 


■S^wce^Tem dicuted J* fee of 
. attack. Their Simon Boccanegm was fiercely ele- 
me rrta i Bluebeard's Castk concentrated, claus- 
trophobic, played out in the dark recesses of 
Bluebird’s soul, where the only points of entry, 
the only doors, were seen carried on the backs 
Ifis previous wives, like crosses to Calvary - 


an idea which came out of rehearsals for the 
revival (a classic example of why no Alden show 
is ever set in stone). 

A Masked Ball was, by contrast, a wonderfully 
elaborate summation of all that Alden and 
Fielding had achieved together. It wasn’t quite 
the end of their partnership, but it felt like it. 
Alden is the proud possessor of a broadcast tape 
where the silence between Verdi’s explosive 
chords at the start of Scene 2 (visions of a pet- 
ticoated Linda Finnic, as the exiled medium 
Madame Arvidson, traversing the empty stage 
with her suitcase) is broken by a dramatic 
exchange of catcalls. It goes like this: Chord. 
“This is rubbish." Chord. “Be quiet - some' of 
us are enjoying it" The timing is so perfect as 
to sound like a set-up. He might have directed 
it himself, says Alden. And, as he does, you get 
the feeling (hat in some strange way he's proud 
of the reaction, that he takes credit for it. 

Alden is a snail man with an enormous capac- 
ity for theatre - the rhetoric of theatre. Theatre 
that deals in “unconscious forces, tears, and 
desires - acting them out on stage, doing for- 
bidden, dangerous, erotic, violent thing s in pub- 
lic" - those are his words. He’s confident, not 
to say arrogant, about his work. Don’t even sug- 
gest that it must be soul-destroying constantly 
to encounter such open hostility: “Soul destroy- 
ing? I couldn’t care less. My soul is way beyond 
that. My soul is nursed by the work, the prepa- 
ration, die time spent getting inside the piece, 
the time spent alone in a room with a couple of. 
singers, a pianist, a conductor - it’s very intimate, 
private, revealing. Of course, at the back of my 
mind is how an audience will read what we do, 
how it will impact on them. But by then it's out 
of my hands." 

It may pome as a surprise to Alden’s detrac- 
tors to learn that he understands completely why 
opera-lovers should be so protective of tradition: 
“Opera is, to a great extern; about tradition. Many 
of these works are institutions, people have a very 
personal relationship with them. So when they 
go to see their favourite opera and find it per- 
formed in a completely different way, it can seem 
as if a loved one is being roughed up or trans- 
formed into a completely different person. It can 
be veiy jarring..." Don’t we know it 

But be in no doubt that Alden knows and 
loves the operatic repertory and its performers 
(past and present) as well as the next man. Bet- 
ter. In New York, where he was bom, he was 
once bitten and for ever smitten in his early 
teens. His family was theatrical (his father an 
actor, now a writer his mother, a dancer). He 
and his twin brother, Christopher, quickly 
graduated from the joys of Gilbert and Sulli- 


van (and wouldn’t we like to see Alden’s 
lolanlhel) to embark upon a crash-course in 
opera-appreciation during the final months of 
the old New York Met. 

We should pause here to take in Christo- 
pher. When the Alden twins first came to 
Europe, specifically London, rumours began 
circulating that among David’s more unsettling 
theatrical tricks was an uncanny ability to be 
in two places at once. He’d be spotted in the 
Coliseum audience, watching himself take the 
curtain-call on stage. Some saw the Devil's 
hand in all of this. But Christopher, you see, 
is not just David’s twin but his identical twin, 
and to complicate matters still further, he also 
directs opera. Fortunately, their work is of a 
very different complexion (so no allusions to 
the Krays, please). 

David will tell you that Christopher is more 
controlled, that his productions are more 
precisely planned, less improvisatory in char- 
acter than his own. To that I would add “more 
lyric". So how would he (David ) have tackled 
Turandot in the light of Christopher's recent 
staging for ENO? He wouldn’t, apparently. 
David likes the Puccini operas, but has no real 
interest in staging them.. Hypothetically? He 
would definitely have gone for an angrier 
depiction of the chorus in Act 1. But that's as 
much as he’ll give away. Perhaps one day the 
AJdens will be assigned the same opera at 
opposite ends of town. 

In the meantime, David is back at the Coli- 
seum for a new production, his first, of tt&g- 
ner’s Tristan and Isolde . His designer is Ian Mac- 
Neil, with whom he collaborated so successfully 
three years ago on Handel 's Ariodante. Thanks 
to MacNeil, he says, he has at last escaped “the 
white box" which both liberated and imprisoned 
him for so long. Alden, in common with so 
many directors the world over, blames Peter 
Brook’s Dream. David Fielding probably does 
too. But in any case, their partnership had run 
its natural course. It was over. Divorce. Mutual 
consent. No regrets. 

But suddenly the canvas was no longer blank. 
MacNefl was pressing Alden for decisions on the 
visual concept months before rehearsals began. 
And decisions are always a shock to his system. 
Then again, this initial “conflict of energies" 
helped push Alden into exploring new vocabu- 
laries. MacNeil, he says, has had a softening 
effect op his work. We saw the beginnings of it 
in Ariodante, where the musical and theatrical 
sty lisa lions were held in perfect equilibrium. 
Handel’s heavenly formalities were reflected - 
sometimes in slew-motion - in the poise and flu- 
idity of the body-language. 


The piece, and above all the music, always 
comes first for Alden. Only when he has lived 
with it, absorbed it, formed a relationship with 
it, can be begin to build his personal response 
to it. He describes what he does as “deeply felt 
rather than deeply thought". The very idea of 
a “concept" is anathema to him, so he'U thank 
his critics to give that one a rest. “Obviously 
I have a lot of ideas about a piece before I 
direct it. I have a basic instinct about what it 
means, what the thrust of it is. But what hap- 
pens in that rehearsal room is all about a 
shared response to the emotional inner-life of 
the piece. If you take Tristan and Isolde , it’s 
not about actions and events, it’s about rela- 
tionships and desires, and the ambiguity of 
love, and bow close love is to hate and to 
obsession and self-destruction. So how do you 
put this on the stage? Generally, I like to take 
a piece and strip away at it and find a kind of 
abstract or dream landscape that frees it 
from supposedly naturalistic details. But in this 
opera Wagner’s already done that, he’s already 
come up with layers of metaphors, symbology, 
Jungian dreamscapes... And that’s scary 
because I’m immediately thinking, well maybe 
this time I should do three very specific 
things: maybe Act 1 should be in a restaurant. 
Act 2 in a station, and Act 3 in a hotel room. 
Maybe because the piece is so abstract, I 
should do the opposite..." 

A pause. Alden is waiting for my response. 
At this moment in time, I’m his audience. 

“You know, I instinctively like to do the 
opposite anyway. Play againk the text. If the 
stage direction says ‘she weeps’, I like her to 
be laughing. That’s the way my mind works... 
It’s a favourite creative trick of mine...” 
Another pause. He’s being provocative, push- 
ing the confrontation, just as he would do on 
stage. If you challenged him on the issue of tex- 
tual fidelity, he’d no doubt argue that texts are 
only words and words are ;n a sense abstract 
and open to interpretation. Particularly where 
music is involved. 

The moment passes. And he takes up on Tris- 
tan again, almost like he’s thinking aloud. “In 
a way, it’s on the edge of being a radio drama 
• the most intensely focused chamber piece 
imaginable, albeit on an epic scale... Intimate 
voices in an orchestral wash... A man and a 
woman in a vast empty space." In my mind’s 
eye I’m seeing phorograpbs of those extraor- 
dinary Wieland Wagner productions from the 
Fifties and Sixties. I imagine he is, too. Stillness 
will be a major factor in this production. That 
and a sense of heightened physicality, Alden will 
be looking to explore Tensions between the two. 


How else do you theatricalise the 40 or so min- 
utes of the love duet? 

With just over a week to the first night, 
Tristan is still work in progress. Alden likes to 
keep his productions fluid and open-ended for 
as long as possible. Changes are likely to be 
made right up to, and beyond, opening night. 
It’s a somewhat unnerving prospect for his cast, 
some of whom will doubtless express their 
annoyance before the week is out. Alden 
sounds almost as if he's ban king on it “Annoy- 
ance is sometimes a good thing. It creates a kind 
of energy. Insecurity and anger can sometimes 
be just as positive as their opposites." There’s 
no answer to that. 

Of course, we’re talking here about a whole 
new breed of opera singer. Gone are the days 
(well, almost) when the star soprano would 
swan in with her own frock, her own inter- 
pretation, and a clause in her contract stating 
that on no account would she be singing and 
moving at the same time. Bpt, says Alden, 
these divas “knew who they were". He won- 
ders if singers today are not becoming almost 
too passive, too reliant upon the director. Con- 
trary to popular misconception, Alden has 
absolutely no interest in imposing his will on 
anybody. His working method is semi-impro- 
visationaL, meaning that he’s never happier than 
when a singer picks up the ball and starts run- 
ning with iL 

“It should be a 50/50 partnership. If a singer 
leads a scene and does something which I think 
is interesting, or even which I don’t under- 
stand, but which is strong - then it’s in the 
show. It’s exciting (o connect with a singer, to 
free them up physically, mentally, to unlock 
their foil potential. Sometimes FH use pre- 
scribed movement as a kind of directorial 
shorthand, but Td far rather develop what a 
singer gives me.” 

There remains the matter of the chairs. They 
appear like a leitmotif in eveiy Alden pro- 
duction. They were aU over Ariodante like a 
rash. Why? “I really don’t know. Characters 
can’t just lie on the floor. They need to sit I 
don’t like sofas. I hate benches, I quite like 
suitcases...’’ (Well, I did ask.) “It’s a classic 
absurdist image - you know, after Ionesco - 
a strange room filled with chairs, or an empty 
room with one chair and a door... I can tell you, 
there is one chair in Tristan." Just one? “Just 
one. For now..." 

Alden’s new Tristan' opens next Saturday at 
ENO, London Coliseum, WC2 (0171-632 
8300). His ‘Ariodante’ returns to the 
repertory in May 
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shopping 


No sniggering, no staring, no pretense 


Work begins next week in Manchester on Europe^ first 
gay shopping malL Decca Aitkenhead reports 




fhere do transvestites go to 
f get their dresses cleaned? 
Where do gay men go to 
send flowers to their 
boyfriend? Where can gay 
DJs buy classic gay 
anthems - and chat about the elute 
where they play? The snigger or 
frankly hostile stare are familiar to 
every gay and lesbian shopper who - 
despite the much-hyped currency of 
the pink pound - often have to 
endure second-rate service, buying 
products designed without their tastes 
in mind. But next week, in Man- 
chester, work is beginning on 
Europe’s first ever gay shopping mall. 

Phoenix will be located in the city 
centre, on the edge of the “gay vil- 
lage’’ which lies along the banks of the 
Rochdale canal, between Piccadilly 
and Oxford Road. The mall will 
house 14 shop units, a bar-restaurant 
and a coffee shop, spread over two 
floors of a converted Victorian build- 
ing. A decor of brass, wood and glass 
is designed to echo the classic slyle of 
a New York galleria, though opening 
hours will be tilted to a European 
model. The complex is due to open 
on Easter weekend. 

Terry King, 28, is the Manchester 
entrepreneur behind the project. “So 
much has been made of the pink 
economy, but it’s never been 


extended beyond the world of bars 
and clubs and restaurants, until now. 
Here, we’re creating an entire envi- 
ronment where gays and lesbians 
can buy the things they want in an 
atmosphere they know will be gay- 
friendly. 

“Manchester has a huge shopping 
centre called the Aradale, and frankly 
it's an awful, yellow carbuncle full of 
old women elbowing you out of the 
way to get a bit of cheap crockery. 
Gay people just don’t want to go 
there. We are creating something 
more diverse, where shops are highly 
individualised, with personal service. 
It’s all about a less aggressive lifestyle. 
Shopping should be a pleasure.’’ 

According to the last census, there 
are 310.000 gays and lesbians in 
Greater Manchester aione. The gay 
village is the fastest growing area of 
the city, attracting interest from busi- 
nesses which would until recently 
have taken no interest in what was 
once a run-down quarter. Bodding- 
lons recently opened a huge pub- 
restaurant and yet another bar is to 
open in the coming weeks. The pink 
pound now keeps a gay solicitor’s 
firm, taxi company, record label, 
hairdresser and countless clubs in 
business in the village. But Phoenix 
is not styling itself as an exclusively 
gay centre. 


“There will be no sense that you 
have to be gay to get through the 
door,” says Terry. “Some of the shops 
will be gay-owned and gay-run, and 
others won’t. But you mil never get 
the situation where a ladies’ clothing 
shop refuses point blank to let a man 
try on a dress, as you do in most 
department stores. Instead, you'll be 
getting an assistant whoTI be saying: 
•That looks fab!’” 

Unquestionably, gay style has pio- 
neered many areas of fashions this 
decade - whether clothes, music or 
dance - and the service offered in 
many gay bars puts your average sales 
assistant to shame. But, as yet, the 
only city to tap the retail market with 
a purpose-built mall has been Los 
Angeles. 

Terry explains: “I opened a gay 
bookshop two years ago, and within 
weeks I had begun to appreciate the 
scope of the market Imagine how 
nice it will be for a gay person to go 
to a florist and get flowers sent to his 
boyfriend, and not have to pretend 
that it's a girl with a funny name, or 
have to just put initials on the card. 

“And there will be clothes shops, a 
video shop, a record shop, a glass and 
chinaware shop and a travel agent 
The diy cleaner’s is straight-owned, 
but they jumped at the chance, 
because it’s an opportunity for them 


to show how much they value their 
gay customers - drag artists, trans- 
vestites and so on - and they under- 
stand that it's embarrassing for them 
to troop into a high street shop with 
their frocks.” 

Pauline Samuels, of Piccadilly Dry 
Geaners, explains: “ You wouldn’t 
think, in this day and age, that there 
would still be any prejudice - but 
there is. Once I'm actually in the vil- 
lage, in their own community, I know 
my gay customers will be much more 
comfortable.” 

One outlet which won't be appear- 
ing in Phoenix is a sex shop. “We 
decided to specifically keep away 
from anything sexual. That's the tra- 
ditional image of a ‘gay shop’, and it's 
already more than provided for else- 
where," says Terry. 

And the customers? Paul Slater, a 
student and Tegular in the village, says: 
“Jr’s all very well going into Kendals 
to buy make-up - if you’re feeling in 
the mood, you can camp it up and 
brazen it out But when you’re not 
feeling like a drama queen, and just 
want to pop in, it’s such a bloody has- 
sle -you think, what are you looking 
at, you old bint? The thought of 
shops where you could feel as at home 
as you do in a gay bar is amazing.” 

Phoenix will also offer new employ- 
ment to Manchester’s gays and les- 


Pfaoenixwill 
have a florist, 
a dry cleaner, 
a restaurant 
and a coffee 
shop -hot no 
sac shops. 
Above: Terry 
King, the man 
with the vision 
Photo 
Crag Easton 


brass, outside the traditional arena of 
bars and clubs. “You see so many 30- 
and 40-year-olds working behind 
bars, earning what 1 8-year-olds earn, 
simply to be in an environment where 
they can be themselves. It’s been very 
hard for them to find s.table employ- 
ment in a gay-friendly workplace, 
away from the nightlif e economy, but 
hopefully it will now be available.” 

The shopping centre is due to 
open for Easter, and will operate 
European opening horns - many 
shops will stay open till 10pm, and the 
restaurant will stay open till 2am, for 
example - capi talising on the fact that 
the village is perhaps the only area of 
the city centre consistently busy after 
hours. 

Terry is already planning for 
beyond the opening at Easter. “The 
potential is huge. In the future we 
hope to extend, to put in a gay doc- 
tor’s surgery, a new home for the Gay 
and Lesbian Switchboard, and con- 
ference rooms. Hopefully this will 
lead to centres like this springing up 
across Europe.” 

Will it be the add test for the power 
of the pink pound? “Perhaps,” says 
Terry. “But more than that, it will be 
a test of the power of high quality, 
diversity and good taste. It should be 
a pleasure to shop here, whatever 
your sexuality." 



A life in 
the shift of 

G|yn Lewis, 
sates executive 
at BMW, 

Park Lane 


Gfyn, 32, joined BMWPark Loneas a sales 
executive in 2987. He is single and lives in 
Cfuslehurst, Kent 

“I get up at 6.30am. On a good day my jour- 
ney into work takes an hour. I have a quick 
bowl of muesli and get dressed. I like to 
rfrink i look clean-cut and smart. Fve got a 
couple of Boss suits, the rest are from M&S. 
A lot of motor trade people wear swanky 
baggy suits and fake Rolex watches. I 
mean, what kind of impression does that 
create? Pm not just an ambassador for the 
salesroom, but an ambassador for BMW. 
Park Lane is BMW's flagship showroom, so 

I want to present just the right image. BMW 

drivers are successful and classy. Buying a 
BMW means you've arrived. 

“I grab a potato and a can of tuna fish 
-- there’s a kitchen at work with a 
microwave; get into my BMW 328 Coupe 
and set off. It’s very fast, if s beautiful and 
if s positive to drive. Driving through dreary 
south London suburbia in a £34,000 car is 
a bit of a contrast. But ifs imaging the reac- 
tion a nice car gets. People look at the car, 
look at me and put their thumbs up a if to 
say 'Wow! You are hicky’. That's a buzz. 

“I get to work at 8.15am and the day starts 
with a rales meeting at 8.40am. I get a basic 
salar y and then commission on top. My tar- 
get is 120 care a year, I normally sell between 
120 and 140. 1 sold more in the Eighties. It 
was mad. People had money to bum. Cus- 
tomers would come in, see a car and buy it 
on the spot. The showroom used ‘to open late 
on Saturday night to catch the Arabs com- 
ing out of the casinos. Lately, we’ve had a 
lot of Malaysians buying cars for their chil- 
dren who are studying here. Big expensive 
rars with extras like you would not believe: 
leather seats, air conditioning, CD players. 
There’s a lot of Russian business around, too. 

“Doors open at 9am. A lot of showroom 
traffic is people just looking, but anyone who 
comes in gets the BMW experience. We’ll 
have a nice bit of Vivaldi playing or Gassic 
EM. A friendly face at the desk says hello. 
Coffee is offered. The customer can walk 
around, feel the cars, touch them sit inside 
them and when ready we will go and talk to 
him. No one is dismissed because of the way 
they look. We ignored one person once 
because he looked so scruffy and he turned 
out to be a very famous photographer. 

“Lunch is normally on the run. Very occa- 
sionally on a test drive, youll get a com- 
pletely incompetent driver. How can the car 
sing to the customer if he’s crunching the 
gears? The other thing that really hurts is . 
the perception of my job, you know ‘car 
salesman’ - bit dodgy, bit stupid. We are 
intelligent professionals and deserve respect 

“The showroom doses at (tan, but we 
work for as long as it takes. My fantasy is 
to win the lottery, go into work and sell 
myself a car. But I'm happy. I earn a very 
good living, in the best location and with the 
best product. What more could I want?” 

Sally Williams 



bazaar 


Good thing 


Mad thing 


For what ifs worth 


Pancake pan with handle mit, £12.95 




Bestsellers: Top 10 at Tesco bakery 


Clearly, the English will not give 
up their white bread without a 
fight not a single brown loaf 
appears on the list of top-selling 
in-store bakery products at Tesco. 
We’re obviously attached to 
doughnuts, too: they appear well 
up the list, whereas daiiish 
pastries and croissants are 
nowhere to be seen. This is 
fortunate, as it so happens that 
next week is National Doughnut 
Week. Buy a doughnut at any 
independent baker's and part of 


the price will be donated towards 
Save the Children. They’re 
hoping to raise £75,000. 

1 Plain baguette (400g) 39p 

2 White split tin (800g) 59p 

3 White farmhouse (400g) 43p 

4 French baton 29p 

5 Jam doughnuts (six) 69p 

6 White bloomer (SQOgJ...! 59p 

7 White tin (sliced) (800g) 59p 

8 White farmhouse (800g) 59p 

9 White farmhouse (sficed) (400g) ..43p 

10 Soft white baps (12) 79p 





If your efforts at 
pancake making 
usually end in the 
bin or on the 
ceOing, then you’ll 
need one of 
Hogarth & 

Dwyer’s crepe 
pans on 20 
February. Once we'd followed the rather 
time-consuming pan preparation instructions 
(fill with salt and bake in the oven for two 
hours), we were rewarded with perfect 
pancakes: crisp, flippable and delicious. Best 
of all, the instructions insist that you protect 
your newly non-stick pan by never washing it 
- oh joy! if you buy the crepe pan and handle 
mitt in February, the price is reduced from 
£14 35 to £12.95 for both (plus £225 p&p). 
Call Orderline: 01483 456 251, or drop in at 
Hogarth & Dwyer, 240 High St, Guildford. 



Cactus 
juicer, 

£9.95 

A marvel 
of the 20th 
century - a 
man-raade 
cactus that 
doubles as 
kitchen 
equipment. 

Use it to squeeze yourself a zingy early 
morning orange juice, or to splash 
Jemoo all over your Shrove Tuesday 
pancakes (see left). Alternatively, you 
could just park it on your windowsill 
and talk to iL There is no chance of it 
growing, of course, but then again it 
won’t die on you either. From the 
Conran Shop, 81 Fulham Road, 
London SW3 6RD (0171-589 7401; 
mail-order available). 


We asked Professor Jeffrey Almond, Professor of Microbiology at 
the University of Reading: how can you cure a cofcf? 

“The problem is that there are very many different viruses and 
several different virus families which cause the cold, and there is no 
drug available which will act on all of them. Also, the diagnosis of 
which particular virus you have is not easy and may take days. 

“The other problem is the infection is quite established by the 
time that you feel the symptoms in your nose. From the time you 
start sniffing it may be only five or six hours before the cold is in full 
stream. So even if there were appropriate drugs, you’d have to know 
which one to take and it would need to act quickly to stop the virus. 

“It is possible to vaccinate against this winter's influenza. 

However there are no vaccines available against the other cold 
viruses. In any event, the viruses constantly change so vaccines 
would not be useful for more than one or two seasons. 

“Taking certain cold remedies can make you feel better and 
relieve some of the symptoms. Aspirin and paracetamol will bring 
down temperature, mucus-drying drugs will stop your nose ru nning . 
Home remedies such lemon drinks or garlic nasal drops migh t also 
bring relief. But these remedies only treat the symptoms - they do 
not stop the vims, in the same way that taking bicarbonate of soda 
for a stomach ulcer will make a tummy less p ainf ul but not cure it." 


collecting • antiques, galleries 


GL£N BAXTER 



New Drawings. Lithographs and Books 
and launching a new range of Glen Baxter 
designs for Poole Pottery 

Monday 5th February 12 noon -8pm 
6th- 17th February (Oam- 6pm 
(dosed Sunday 1 1th) 

Richard Dennis Gallery 
144 Kensington Church Street. London W8 4 BN 
Td 0171 727 2061 Fax 0171 221 1283 



To advertise in this 
section please call the 
Entertainment Team on 
0171 293 2028 / 2330 . 



FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

tebles always in (JotM dbdiqutl 

* MukkompjUad, 

Library and writing (Btfkl 

furniture also 014SS 638541/638362 

usually available Only 6 mins from ]13 M4 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 


ANTIQUE BED SHOP| 

Dedicated, exclusively, 
lo am ique wooden beds 

hr fic&utd Mratin 
Td: n7ST 477346 Fax: HTS7 47^57 
NAPIER BOISE HEAD FT. HALSTEAD ESSEX' 


"BUREAU* 

fine reproduction 
mahogany 
£650 ono 
Telephone 

0171 401 2562 

fEues or W/ends) 


Opera & Ballet 


LA SONEIE. -flxty (Jiittl FMnivy 
10th. Th» Certs nary Production. 
Putty staged in the Round «tth 
International oast. Royal Albert 
Hail - February let- 10 th. Tickets 

Etojo-rar.oa aw cmk»: 0171 
68M912 



ANTIQUES OPEN 

WEEKEND 


SAT 3RD FEB 9AM-6PM 
SUN4THFEBIIAM-4PM 
UTSBIGCESr TRADE 
ANTIQUE CENTRE IS OPENING 
TO THE PUBLIC FOR ONE 
WEEKEND PER MONTH. 
AodqK rcrturokn nri fatgb 


anbUe. 

Three Bridge Mm. Caacett 
Road. Tnytad. Bockfagtaa, 
Bocks. MK184DY 
Tel: 01296 73073 
Fax: 6»a6 T3X322 


******* 
i L. s. LOWRY $ 

ic 'OutsUeteinr * 

* A nwgnifiaiJt original oit £ 

* call 01283 210122 tor ic 

* dataBs. $ 

£ DAVID SflEPHEHBi 

* AsuparbcoBactlonot 2 

ic original oB*. £ 
ic Can 01283 210122 £ 
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AUCTIONS 

Why is the 
normally 
decorous 
Bonham's being 
taken over by a 
host of brassy 
dames in scanty 
clothing? 


I t is 10 years since Bonhams 
launched sales of erotica and 
five years since it abandoned 
them. Would-be vendors inun- 
dated the auctioneers with bor- 
ing reproduction Oriental soft- 
porn prints and ivories, it was 
difficult to find original, taste- 
ful erotica. 

Now Bonhams is launching 
Nudes in Art picture auctions. 
The first, on Thursday, starts at 
6pm in order to tempt after-work 
private buyers. Most picture 
dealers think it will flop: after all, 
who collects only nudes? But it 
is a new theme, and one that 
could appeal to those who have 
never bought art before - besides 
the merely lascivious. 

That is the trouble with sell- 
ing sexy art. Those prepared to 
bid for quality - over £100,000, 
say, for a life-size Poynter or 
Alma-Thdema of an undraped 
slave girl in classical pose - 
prefer to attend major auctions 
of Victorian pictures, not sex- 
theme rales full of artless 
voyeurs with modest incomes. 

Estimates at Bonhams’ nudes 
sale are comparatively low: 
from £100 to £22,000. There arc 
no Pbyntcrs or Alma-Tademas. 


not even a Picasso - although 
about a third of the Picassos in 
the big auctions are erotic Does 
die economic ratchet of erotica 
inevitably drive down taste as it 
drives down price? 

There are certainly some 
pretty brassy Continental dames 
among the 111 lots. The Redin- 
ing Femnle Nude by the Hun- 
garian Pal Fried (d.1955) is not 
so much rec lining as actively 
soliciting (est £1,500-2,000). And 
the redining nude by the French- 
man Henri Montassier (d. 1946, 
est £6,000-£8,000) gives new 
meaning to the auctioneers’ tag 
“The Property of a Gentleman”. 

For those who disdain blatant 
attempts to arouse, there are 
Victorian Iife-dass drawings of 
the kind in such profusion' last 
year in the sales of Rudolf 
Nureyev’s estate. Here is a 
seated, contemplative old man 
with pot belly and Noah’s beard, 
drawn in pencil by Herbert Wil- 
son Foster, the Stoke on Trent 
figure painter, in 1884 (before 
fine draftsmanship and pencil, 
charcoal and pastel had become 
unfashionable). The estimate 
is £1O0-£15Q. A studio study of 
nudes in pencil by the better- 


known Sir William Orpen 
(d.1931), is est £300-£500. 

T he nouveau art posters and 
prints by the Frenchman 
Alphonse Mucha (d.1939) are 
zooming up in price after being 
dropped by the money-troubled 
Japanese five years ago. In 
Christie's South Kensington’s 
poster sale, Thursday (1030am), 
the estimate on Mucha’s Salon 
Des Cents poster of 1896, with 
dassic image of a bare-breasted 
woman with headband, is 
£7,QOO-£9,OQO - not far short of 
the £10,000 it might have 
fetched during the boom. Since 
then, prices have been down by 
a half or more. 

Latest downer Twenties 
posters by the Frenchman 
Adolph Cassandra. His highly 
stylised “Wagons lits Cook” . est 
£3,000-£5,000, might have 
fetched £4,000-£6,000 a year 

ago. The trouble is that the 
Twenties are no longer the only 
period favoured by “retro” 
enthusiasts. Tbday, the Sixties 
are big. Even the Eighties has 
devotees. He’ll be back 

John Windsor 
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Polly 

Pocket 

and The 

Riddler, 

two big 

sellers 

at this 

week's 

Olympia 

Toy Fair 

Ph0t0: 

David 

Sandison 


Polly Pocket could teach us a thrc or two 


The toys parents think are good, probably aren't. And the ones they hate just might ba By Sally Williams 


T he Comfy keyboard Computer 
was impressive. Drivetirae 
Bunny was rather cute. But the 
sight of these and the other 
20,016 sq metres of toys at this 
year’s International Tby and 
Hobby Fair at Olympia made me feel 
as I do when I look at my own chil- 
dren’s toybox - rather sick. I asked the 
same question I ask most evenings 
spent sorting out the jumble of Bar- 
bie shoes, squashed crayons and plas- 
tic pigs - why do we buy ail this stuff? 
Do young children really need ail 
these toys or would they be just as 
happy with a wooden spoon? 

“Need,” says Dr John Richer, child 
psychologist at the John Radcliffe, 
Oxford, “is too strong. Children like 
and benefit from toys, but past gen- 
erations of children survived per- 
fectly well without them.” 

According to developmental psy- 
chologists, growing children do need 
certain types of play for their mental 
and manual development. One of the 
reasons why Britain's toy market is 
now worth £l.64bn a year, and the 
average spend per child at Christmas 
has risen from ££6 in 1990 to £115 in 
1995, is that more and more parents 
are buying into the ideal of “early 
learning”: that the right sort of play 
creates clever children. It is also the 
reason why many of the 398 exhibitors 
at the fair were plugging their latest 
product’s ability to develop “hand-eye 
co-ordination”, “sequencing” and 
“number awareness”, and why toy 
companies such as Fisher-Price spon- 


sor leaflets on "The Value of Play” 
(“Children who play with a wide range 
of well-selected toys are more likelylo 
be challenged and stimulated”). 

“But,” confirms Dr Peter Willatts. 
senior lecturer in psychology at 
Dundee University, “the sort of infor- 
mation babies get from toys will be 
the same as grabbing anything that 
comes to band. Everyday objects 
would do.” Everyday household 
objects - saucepans, spoons, balls of 
wool - did indeed service past gen- 
erations of children, so why don’t 
todays parents fall back on the old 
favourites? 

“We are much more safety con- 
scious than we used to be.” says Dr 
Dorothy Einon. lecturer in psychol- 
ogy at University College. London. 
“We know that a young baby can stick 
a wooden spoon down its Throat, so 
we buy them toy spoons instead.” 

We buy children toys because toys 
are safe, and because they are safe we 
know we can let children play by 
themselves. Children of the past had 
an altogether much more social time. 

“Fears about abduction, road acci- 
dents and the dangers of the world 
outside mean that children are stuck 
at home much more than they used 
to be ” says Dr Richer. “So, especially 
for the under-fives, there can be a lot 
of time to fill.” 

It is true, she maintains, that chil- 
dren benefit from toys and playing. 
“But that doesn’t mean lots of toys. 
The best play is with other people — 
adults or children ” 


Anne Cunningham, 32. and her 
daughter Emily, four, illustrate how 
the situation for children has changed. 
Emily has “far too many toys” whereas 
Anne had very few. Anne says: “1 can 
remember making tree houses and 
playing with friends nearby. Emily 
could never play like that We don’t 
have a big garden and this isn’t a safe 
area. For all her toys Emily's childhood 
isn’t as rich as mine was." 

Toys compensate for loss of free- 
dom and lack of playmates, and. as 
David Howtin. director-general of the 
British International Toy and Hobby 
Association claimed this week, levs 
are also bought to compensate for 
poverty. His research indicates that 
poorer" parents tend to byy the most 
expensive toys: “The poor tend to be 
the ones buying beyond their means 
. Toys are used to compensate chil- 
dren for the other things which arc 
lacking in their lives.” 

Not surprisingly, says Dr Richer, 
one of the reasons parents buy toys 
is to show love to their child. "A 
young child might get just as much 
fun out of a grubby looking box 
filled with bits of paper and string, 
but it’s not much of a present is it?” 
Manufacturers of course, are fully 
aware of the powers of presentation. 
Tomy’s Multi -Gym has undergone an 
extensive redesign — to its packet, 
which now in glorious lechnicolour 
with several languages flagging its 
educational benefits. Promises, says 
Dr Willatts, that can be empty. “Lots 
of manufacturers claim this toy will 


develop spatial awareness or colour 
awareness. These are boring, trivial 
abilities. Children would pick these 
up automatically. But they ring all the 
right bells with parents.” 

”Dr Richer agrees: “Some baby toys 
packed with bells and gongs and 
things Lhat go squeak are intrinsically 
boring, but parents think this toy does 
a lor, therefore my child can do a Jot 
with this toy. But "it doesn't follow." 

So. not all educational toys are edu- 
cational and other toys educate chil- 
dren in ways pareots wouldn’t neces- 
sarily want them to be educated. But 
what could My little ft>ny Dream 
Beauty Parlour, Baywatch Barbie and 
reproduction Kalashnikovs possibly 
teach a chid othc than to encourage 
girls to be feminine and boys to be 
macho? And is there any value to Polly 
Pocket other than the $250m she 
made woridwide last year? 

“Bally Pocket is fantastic,” enthuses 
Dr Willatts. “The compacts are well 
made. They are portable, veiy attrac- 
tive and Polly's tittle worlds really get 
the imagination going.” Bui she 
always gets lost - my daugher has 
already gone through six. 

“From a manufacturer’s point of 
view it's an advantage if the toy wears 
out or is easily lost, but POIly's still 
great," says Dr Willatts. “Any toy that 
stimulates the imagination is good.” 

Of course, children don’t need, as 
manufacturer's would like, to have 
Polly Pocket’s Mermaid Palace with 
Myrtle the Turtle (£14.99), or the 
Fantastic Light Fashion Show with 


Polly and her fibre-optic hair (£24.99). 
Along with “TV tie-ins”, there is noth- 
ing quite like a “collectables range” to 
get toe suits at toy fairs drooling. This 
makes merchandising victims of all 
parents and consumers of our children, 
but that’s not to say you should stop 
buying toys entirely. “Next time your 
children are playing" says Dr Willatts, 
“really listen to whar is going oa You'll 
be surprised." 

And sure enough, when I next 
spied on my children, Polly was late 
for work. Action Man was tucked up 
in a frilly cot and the green plastic 
pony was riding a motorbike. Chil- 
dren. you see, like to mix toys up, 
break all the manufacturer's rules and 
play exactly what games they want to. 


Dr Dorothy Einon's guide 
to toys you won’t regret 


D-6 months: A musical mobile, rattles 
6-24 months: Peek-a-boo toys: pop- 
up toys, shape sorters. Cause-and- 
effect toys: rattles, drums, anything 
that makes a noise. Role-play toys: 
dustpan and brushes, tea sets, drills, 
brushes. Books: surprisingly useful, 
surprisingly early on. Comfort toys-, 
teddies, etc. Construction toys: Stickle 
bricks or Megablocs 
2-5 years: More sophisticated 
construction kits: Duplo, Lego, • 
Meccano. Jigsaw puzzles; dressing-up 
clothes; drawing and painting 
equipment; a set of small figures and 
accessories such as Playmobil; 
dolls; balls. 


The thing 
about 




Alcoholic 

lemonades 



A lcoholic lemonades: what a brilliant 
idea. They w ere bound to find some son 
of niche market, even if the manufac- 
turers hedged their bets with butch brand 
names like “Hooch" and “Two Dogs", and 
dinky designer-beer hordes. The obvious 
‘Original slot must have been that left by 
products such as Babycham: since the 
girlies slopped earing about seeming lady- 
like but still haven’t taken wholesale to beer, 
wine sales have rocketed to the detriment 
of our home-grown drinks Industry. So, 
invent something of roughly the same vol- 
ume-strength as beer that women will drink 
in quantity and you can claw back some of 
the cash currently pouring out on New 
World Chardonnay. 

.And w ho has actually taken to them? The 
lads. .Alcoholic lemonades are in danger of 
becoming the Special Brew of the profes- 
sional classes. You see someone swigging a 
can of Special Brew on the train in the morn- 
ing and you don’t sit next to them. A bottle 
of one of these faux cocktails can be easily 
picked up along with your newspaper and 
many of your fellow commuters won’t even 
realise that you're pumping down something 
that’s actually 4.7 per cent volume. Those 
on - or over - the edge of alcoholism can 
swig the hair of the dog from the bottle and 
convince themselves that no one knows 
they’re doing it. If you don’t believe me. try 
opening your eyes on the next rush-hour 
train and reading the lettering on all those 
soft drinks cans in the hands of men in suits. 

in the interests of Science I spent a 
lunchtime sampling examples of these 
brews culled from the shelves of ray local 
newsagent with an archetypal lad. And 2 
have to admit that they've grown on me. 
Hooper's Hooch I’m still a little uncertain 
of. as it has that slight yeasty after-tang of 
brewing, but Woody’s Pink Grapefruit is 
going to have a place in my fridge: this 
dodgy-coloured nectar really tastes of its 
purported ingredients and even has the 
cloudy bits to match. An added advantage 
is that one can convince oneself that some- 
thing based on fruit must have a high vita- 
min C content and must therefore do less 
damage than the straight stuff. Archetypal 
Lad actually cracked a smile after his sec- 
ond bottle and started suggesting going to 
the pub for a game of pool. 

As happens whenever a new alcoholic 
brand of relaxation of the licensing laws hits 
the streets, the anti-eveiything organisations 
have been firing off comments. They will, 
they elaim. teach children to drink. Yes, and 
Silk cut ads teach children to smoke, Oprah 
Winfreys diets give children anorexia and 
Quentin Tarantino films teach them to go 
out and cut cops' ears off. 


Actually, children arc probably the last 
/ha 


people to be seduced by what used to be soft 
drinks turning alcoholic: experimenting 
teenagers don’t want to be seen clutching 
something so obviously redolent of child- 
hood. They’re far more likely to nick the 
vodka from someone's drinks cupboard and 
go down the local graveyard than slug their 
way solemnly through dozens of bottles of 
something expensive and hard to conceal 
about their person. Adults, meanwhile, 
like to surround themselves with childlike 
comforts, which explains the continuing suc- 
cess of restaurants which sell nursery food 
and the booming sales of Disney videos. If 
there’s one sector of society that’s at risk 
from a tin of Two Dogs, it’s those people 
whoVe been searching ail these years for a 
beverage they can keep down when they've 
got a hangover. 


Serena Mackesy 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 
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Tlie pinta with a longer life 


It looks like fresh 
milk, it tastes like . 
fresh milk. And 
some people think it 
might replace 
traditional UHT. A 
brand of drinkable 
extended-life milk 
could soon be 
available in your 
corner shop 
By Annie Bell 



Taste test 


We asked people ai Heathrow Airport 
to taste a standard UHT milk followed 
by die new “extended life" brand... 


Eduarda Cristovam, 25, research scientist 
“The new milk tastes better and has 
more flavour. I wouldn’t say that this 
was treated as it 
tastes quite fresh. I 
would definitely buy 
it It has a completely 
different aftertaste 
and smells nicer. ” 


Nicola Agnew, 23, 
perfusionist 

“It’s much nicer than 
UHT and not as 
creamy. It’s also 
much lighter and 
doesn't coat your 
mouth as much. It 
tastes much fresher.” 



New extended 
life milk 


Noef Farrell, 33, computer technician 
“It’s OK. I suppose it’s better than UHT 
I always have fresh milk at home and it's 
not exactly the same but it's Dot bad.” 


Michael Griffin, 57, computer worker 
‘There’s really no comparison. This 
tastes like fresh milk and it is much more 
tasty than UHT I wouldn’t drink UHT 
andLTd be satisfied this was fresh milk.” 


The secret lies in the way it is heated 


Photograph: Pater Macdiarmid 


A ll of us have, at one time or 
another, reached into the fridge 
for the milk, only to find it has 
gone lumpy overnight. Particu- 
larly in summer, it can seem as 
if a fresh pint lasts only about a 
day. So wouldn’t wc ail welcome a pint 
that lasted up to a month, and still 
tasted good? This may soon be possi- 
ble, with ■ the development of 
“extended-life milk’’. 

Of course, we already have UHT 
(which stands for Ultra Heat Treated, 
or possibly Ultra Horrible Taste ) milk, 
which can last for six months, but this 
is something most of us only turn to in 
desperation when we've run out of the 
fresh stuff. 

Producers of UHT, which occupies 
b per cent of milk sales, would have us 
believe that the bad old days of it tast- 
ing like burnt evaporated milk are 
over, and thaL96 per cent of people 


cannot tell the difference between 
fresh pasteurised and UHT. There is 
some truth in this, but it is not so much 
to do with improved technology as 
changing habits: it is the cream in the 
milk that produces the nasty taste 
when heated, and today 70 per cent of 
milk sales are of skimmed or semi- 
skimmed. 

So the excitement over a new long- 
lasting milk alleged to raste just like 
fresh milk is understandable. The 
process for this milk was developed 
some years ago by the Milk Marketing 
Board, which was deregulated in 1994. 
Unable to find a co-operative to mar- 
ket it they patented the process and put 
the marketing on hold. 

The Milk Marque was then set up 
to replace the MMB, and they estab- 
lished a product development centre 
for the industry which acts as a con- 
sultancy, identifying opportunities. 


They set up pilot plant to test the new 
process. 

The next step was a link up with 
Farm Produce Marketing, a company 
who had recognised there was an 
opportunity to market this product on 
airlines. The requirement was for a 
milk that was packaged in 125ml por- 
tions to fit into the in-flight Kelloggs 
cornflakes bowls on British Midland 
and other UK airlines. The milk was 
titled “Fresh Milk from Cheshire”. 

The demand was for a full-cream 
milk that had all the taste of ordinary 
fresh milk but a longer shelf life, 
because by the time the latter had 
trickled through the catering red tape 
it had outlived its 10-day life. 

The secret of extended-life milk 
lies in the way it is heated. Whereas 


fresh milk is pasteurised by heating it 
to 72C for 15 seconds, and UHT is 


heated to 140C for two seconds, the 


new extended-life milk is heated to 
120C for one second, a process 
designed to retain all the flavour of 
fresh with the benefit of bemg longlife. 

But how long is long? Fresh milk 
has a shelf-life of 10 days, UHT of six 
months, and the new’ milk an 
extended life of 2$ days. Once open, 
they all deteriorate at the same rate, 
a few days. So it is questionable 
whether this milk should be seen as 
a longlife product at all. 

But changing consumer habits may 
still ensure its success within the 
retail market. Milkmen are a dying 
breed: roundsmen are franchised and 
the decline in doorstep deliveries is 
running at 17 percent per annum, and 
in three to fouryears, the system may 
disappear altogether. At which point, 
extended-life milk could find its place 
in the market. 

Chris Bird, manager of the Milk 


Marque Product Development Centre, 
says' it is “still unknown” whether the 
product could succeed within the retail 
market. But be sees a niche for the 
consumer who lives alone and wants 
a four-pack that will last a month. - 

There is also the issue of vitamins. As 
every supermarket shopper knows, 
there is mild and there is vitamin- 
enriched milk. While pasteurisation is 
a heat treatment designed to kill any 
harmful bacteria. UHT is designed to 
remove any ageing devices and in the 
process of doing so kills off some of the 
vitamins. However fresh the new 
extended-life milk may taste, it will have 
a lower vitamin content than ordinary 
fresh pasteurised milk. 

This milk may or may not go on to 
the market in about one year. But 
next time you are flying within 
the UK. make sure you order the 
cornflakes. 


Jago Mod; 33, 
software specialist 
“The new milk is 
not like stuff in 
Holland. It’s not of 
the quality Tm used 
to at home. I usually 
drink farmer's milk 
and l suppose this is 
about midway 
between UHT and 
that” 



Traditional UHT 


Kelly O'Donoghue, 19, student 
“I suppose this is much nicer than 
theUHT which tastes very creamy and 
sickly. This tastes much better. I could 
drink this, even though I don’t 
generally drink milk.'' 


Ena Withers, 43, sales manager 
“This is much better than the UHT Is it 
condensed milk? This is creamier and 
doesn't have an aftertaste. I hate UHT 
because of the aftertaste. I seldom 
drink milk, but this is nice. " 


•: Interviews by Scott Hughes 
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There's m agTc in connecting - let Gam Connections 


reveal the unduntmenf of meeting and enjoying the 


company of new interesting peopl 
Warm, friendly, unpretentious, single people with 
integrity, a sense of humour, imagination and 
enthusiasm to bmaden horizons, make new Mends 
and develop honest sincere relationships. 
Enjoy yourself and live life to the full with 
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WORLD TEACHER 



UAfTREYA'S MIRACULOUS APPEARANCE M NAIROBI, 1988 

SOON MILLIONS WILL SEE 
MATTREYA, THE WORLD TEACHER - 
THE FORCE BEHIND THE RECENT 
WORLDWIDE MIRACLES 


Lecture by Benjamin Creme 
on the Emergence ofMaHreya, 
at Friends House, 177 Elision Road. NW1 
(opp. Euston Station) 

Thursday 8th Feb, 6:30 for 7H)Opm 
Admission Free. Enquiries 0171 483 1113 
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ATTACHED? 

Yet need a friend 

Subscribe now for an 
informative newsletter. 
Box No. 1.401 


Additions 

as featured on BBC Radio, 
fTV, Cable and American 
Television 

Mobile: 0589 300611 


SIGNIFICANT OTHERS IntrediiC- 
Bon agency. Tha IntaSgara choice 
ter gay men. Tel: 071-938 4400. 


YH£ DINNER CLUB (EsL "BB). The 
nations only countrywide dining 
dun tar unattached protos- 
donaM*isln«*» people aoad 2B+. 
Td: (01244) 450537. Business 

opportunities atec available 
(01244)548616. 


UK'S BEST amgfes magazine. Free 
Mate r Bargain Otter. Pancn to 
ferton (pept NDJ. RCL Box 4, Gor- 
lns.RG8BDN. 


INTRODUCTIONS/EXCITING 
EVENTS. Badtard 870 SS0. Cam- 
bridge 328 205, K. Herts 01787 
041 259. Peterborough 311 747, 

CONNEXIONS IS THE frtandSMp 
dub that puts single Chrtatfcms to 
touch wtih each other. Dorn delay 
rtf* 0181 806 4467. 


PROFESSIONAL LADY EARLY 
40’s. Southhampton urea, enjoys 
long «w«a, tog fuaa, ana, ssefts 
im nutating, Innovative man lor 
btendsMp and maytM more. Bax 
Not 1081. 


TAU.SUU ARTISTIC mate, pieces, 
49, Make smalt, dark, attractive, 
sknUerty smwtflws, comn u mk * - 
thro, hinny, unusual, aquartus- 
ptecos female 25-45. Box No I: 
1083 


GAY MAN YOUNG, 36, S'B ", Prot, 
good looking. Ekes tfioaira, music, 
arts, travel, soaks healthy, over- 
wntgf*. easy-going man, 29-5(X3fi 
tor tun and ? photo? Box No I: 
1064 


OUTWTTH GLASGOW CULTURED 
Ebullient. 85, mate seeks sincere 
mature gay compaikm. Box No I: 
1065 


PROFESSIONAL MALE 35, seeks 
tamaJe (or IrtorwJsWp/releBonship, 
‘itarkaNke. Box No 1:1088. 


EX-HUSBAND 60-70 sought by 
senior officers nrfdovr. Stort, feeiy. 
casually elegant. Mad about 
France, music and mountains. 
Wide Interests. Nappy to garden- 
ing clothes and a cook's apron. 
Box Nat 1067. 


ARE YOU AN ARTS GRAD OR SIM. 
I'm attractive, very warm, prof, 
stim. curvy. G"6“ , tadOa. enjoy St, 
theatre, opera, seeking slim, N/S, 
photo, N. Land, SW Hsrta. Boa No 
1:1068 


SMOKING. DRINKING, SWEAR- 
ING, but nice with it, 28yr old 
Herte male seeks hwefflgent. car- 
ing, modem tamale tor tun, 
romance ml sharing as the beat 
things In file. Bax No 1: 1070 


INTERESTING WARM 14. 50‘s 
sought by F. to shore kwe at Mna 
countryside, miking, mad. his- 
tory /architecture. music, candis- 
ItgftL SW Walsh borders. Box No 
1: 1049. 


Male, 30, SARDONIC, and shy, 
seeks football-tolerant ferrate to 
change Waflanshauung- Lon* 
ttanlSumay area). Box No l: 1060. 


CHICKS PROMOTIONS 

LONELY? NEED 
A FRIEND? 
1996 IS 

TOUR TEAM!! 

Exciting new weekly Wasi End 
Singles Oming onp Theatre 
Club. Subscription is only 
£20 par year. 

Isstefwstefir 

To obtain your mewbetstnp 
Appfcabonkxm please cal 
Stan or Carole on 
0181-8748131 or 
Fax m 0181-874 8101 . 


CULTURED 50'S UARRfEO bisex- 
ual men seats retractive younger 
man tar Irtttnxnn friendship and 
dtaereat adventures. Can otter 
responsive, experienced friend- 
ship. a well stocked mind, some 
wisdom, a sense of fun. Greater 
london. Box No 1 1052 


BRIGHT CREATIVE HAPPY extro- 
vert with enquiring, original and 
passionate mind: nredhun height 
and build; health consuftani. Me 
40's, comfortably soivenL Shrop- 


shire based wo m a n : enjoys 

0 cooking and 9 ■ 


of Marasts tnctudteg cooking end 1 
good toad, quality cinema, stimu- 
fating company, travel, design and 
cals. Coma end share my kwe id 
Sfe. Writs and enclosing sraoww 
photograph to Box No 1: 1057. 


A ZEST FOR Jtf 0 ? An you 48-65, 
mala, confident and tndepenAiti? 
I love theatre, walking and Svefy 
conversation. Tve got grean eyes, 
tak, a good Bgure. London I 

Boa Noll 1066. 


ARTY BUSINESSWOMAN, 41, 
Seeks note tor creativity, tun 6 


eupp«i- Age 32-46, tafftsh. princi- 
pled but not study. Passion for 


In the arts A outdoors would be 
great. Northante/Bucks/amn 


area. Please sand recent pbora. 
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PERSONAL/ CAREER REVIEW short 
term counselling fpaythtlOwmV- 
NELdn/CJty. Get! Sharon G8>srt 

(UKCP F£Od) 0181 G90BGO. 




f SEND YOUR LOVED 0NEY 
A VALENTINES MESSAGE; 

Why not place a Valentinos Message in f 
The Independent on 14th February and y 
surprise your loved one'on this special day? ^ 
On Valentines Day your loved one will y 
receive a box of hand made chocolates from y 
of Old Bond Street, - 


London. 


, ,4 

_ Inside the box will be a reminder for them to y 
y look in The Independent For their message, y 
_ For details on how to place your _ 


message in The Independent please see „ 

on 


£ 7 ^^ page 38 of today's Magazine. 
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arts 


® Tesco of dassical music, Raymond Gubbay Ltd stacks them high and sells them low 


/"kn30 September 1791. the fiey- 
J Jhaunkaief in Vienna pS- 
Vsented the first night of a new 

"‘Sv? a P?l ared °n the playbill 
as A Grand Opera in 'Bwo Acts by 
BnanueJ Schikaneder", tbouoh 
the long arbitration of posterity has 
reasagned the credit It is now con- 
ventional to refer to The Magic 
««te as an opera “by Mozart*. At 
nrst history didn’t deal very kindly 

with Schikaneder - one of the 
early accounts of his involvement 
with Mozart (detailed in 1791, HC 
Robbins Landon’s account of the 
composer’s last year) held that he 
was driven solely by financial need, 
and imagined his entrepreneurial 
pitch in the following way; “Wile 
an opera for me, entirely in the 
taste of the present Viennese pub- 
lic; you can surely satisfy not only 
the connoisseurs but also your 


own reputation, but see to it that 
you cater primarily to the lowest 
common denominator of all 
classes.” In other words, it is a 
fantasy of mercenary instincts 
transformed by sanctified genius, 
more so as the anecdote has 
Mozart working for free in return 
for copyright and then being ripped 
off by his partner. 

These days we arc inclined to be 
wanner to Schikaneder (and more 
accurate) - indeed be represents 
one type of the heroic impresario, 
midwife to a masterpiece, a man 
of ebullient theatricality and noisy 
good cheer. He was prayed by 
Simon Callow in the film 
Amadeus, which is a compliment 
of sorts and a premonitory piece 
of casting, given Callow’s later 
forays into direction. But however 
good hearred and intimate his 


relations with Mozart. Schi- 
kaneder wasn't above maximising 
his profits, even by the 18th- 
century equivalent of spin-off mer- 
chandising. The playbill points out 
that “the word-books of the opera, 
which include two engravings, 
where Herr Schikaneder has been 
engraved in the role of Papageno 
with the actual costume, will be 
sold at the box-office for 30 kr." 
Given that a visitor seven years 
later noted the prices in the pit as 
17 kreuzer, it's clear that the over- 
priced souvenir booklet isn't a 
modem invention. 

There are other historical mod- 
els for the impresario-as-hero, 
most notably Diaghllev (currently 
the subject of an exhibition at the 
Barbican Art Gallery), whose ener- 
getic promotion of Russian art 
and music have given him a status 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


as virtual co-creator of several 
20th-century masterpieces. Look- 
ing around the contemporary 
■scene, though, things are much 
thinner. It seems a long-shot to me, 
but posterity may yet hallow the 
opening nights of Les Misirables 
and Cats. If so, Cameron Mackin- 
tosh will fit the bill rather well as 
a cultural Midas. In the meantime, 
though, we will simply have to* 
make do with Raymond Gubbay. 

To listen to some people talk 
about Mr Gubbay (to listen to Mr 


Gubbay himself op occasion), you 
would think that there was no 
bathos involved here. The Tesco of 
classical music, Raymond Gubbay 
Limited stacks them high and sells 
them low, and all, so it is said, with- 
out the defiling touch of state sub- 
sidy. Indeed Mr Gubbay, whose 
cast-of-hundreds centenary pro- 
duction of La Baheme opened in 
the Royal Albert Hall this week, 
even took it upon himself to give the 
Royal Opera a brisk lecture about 
theatrical economy. His top-price 
tickets, he noted, were only £37 and 
if he could do it, so could they. 

If they were actually engaged in 
the same business, there might be 
some weight to this challenge. But 
they are not With a house of only 
2,000 seats, the Royal Opera has 
to maintain productions of the 
highest quality and also unveil 


new work (they don’t wait 100 
years so they can guarantee the 
box-office popularity of the work 
they present). What's more, with- 
out the Royal Opera house and its 
“elitist" consumption of public 
funds, it is difficult to believe that 
enterprises like Mr Gubbay’s 
would even be feasible. 

The abiding fantasy about sub- 
sidy is that it can be hermetically 
sealed within one budding, that its 
effects never leak out beyond the 
privileged coterie who have, in the 
lazy mythology, fed their effete 
habit with the stolen pennies of 
the working man. Even the most 
passionate adherents of trickle- 
down economics (when it comes 
to social welfare, that is) refuse to 
recognise the fluid nature of arts 
funding in practice, the way it 
seeps far beyond its notional con- 


tainer. In truth, traces of subsidy 
could be detected at every level in 
Mr Gubbay’s La Boheme, from 
the training and experience of the 
singers to the tastes of the mar- 
ket he serves. However much he 
hates the idea, he’s dependent on 
the drug. And in this he does 
share something with Schi- 
kaneder Mozart is listed on that 
first playbill as “Kapellmeister 
and present Imp. Roy. Chamber 
Composer", an acknowledgement 
that his life and development as 
a composer was inseparable from 
patronage. 

The difference with Schikaneder 
is that he took a risk with the new, - 
just as Diaghilev did, too, in his day. 
And that’s what makes a truly 
heroic impresario, not just a 
canny eye for the packaging of 
the classics. 


r. 
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Caution: theatre director at work 


By Georgina Brown. Photograph by Herbie Knott 


I ’d come to watch Patrick Marbei; the man behind the spoof 
chat show Knowing Me, Knowing Kmc, in rehearsal for 1953, 
a tragedy by the poet Craig Raine. But a thought kept nag- 
ging away What would Alan Partridge, that most odious of 
chat-show hosts, make of his creator directing this revision 
of a great French das sic? The thought must have occurred 
to Marita; who has been interviewed many times by Partridge 
(in various guises, from an irrepressibly chirpy Beirut 
hostage to a sullen, and inevitably humiliated rock star). For 
without a moment’s hesitation be was acting out the scene— 
Alan Partridge: If s now, now, now, ifs now, let me get this 
right Ifs 1953. Is it set in 1953? What exactly is that all about? 
Patrick Mather. Well, ifs a fictitious 1953. . 

Partridge: What d’you mean fictitious. Is it real? 

Marten Ifs imagined. You have to imagine ifs 1953. 


Partridge: Right OK. And ifs a comedy? 

Marber. No, ifs a tragedy. 

Partridge : Right What happens? 

Marber It’s about love and people kill themselves. 

Partridge : (chuckling): Right. Yeah. 

Marber And ifs on at the Almeida Theatre. 

Partridge: Any sex in it? Nudity? 

Marber Lots of sex. No nudity. . . The moment someone takes 
their dothes off on stage people lose interest in the play. I'm 
really opposed to it because I know what Fra like when it hap- 
pens -I just can’t take my eyes off h. You're talking to some- 
one who’s really looking forward to seeing Showgirls and is 
determined to enjoy it. (Partridge loses interest and the scene 
fizzles ouL) 

With that out of the way ifs time to go to work— 



here’s nothing funny about being 
in a rehearsal room with Patrick 
Marber. Not when he’s directing 
Craig Raine's excursion into the 
. cheerless dark and intimidating 
I territory of French neo-classical 
drama. Even the boldest take on 
Racine's Andromache, a daisyebain of 
unreciprocated love unravelling in high- 
flown poetry and ending bloodily, isn’t 
going to turn it into a bedroom farce. 

Marber pTOwls and scowls and 
smokes, stooped and round-shoul- 
dered, like a young man - he’s 31 - 
aping fogeydora. Maybe ifs his heavy 
bullish head whose outsize outline calls 
to mind another a ctor-playwright-direc- 
tor, Harold Pinter, which pulls him for- 
wards. Occasionally be frowns, a dis- 
orienting private kind of frown; it 
avoids eye-contact and might be shyness 
and might be arrogance and might just 
be the way his face arranges itself, ifs 
hard to tell- The atmosphere within the 
Almeida’s barn-like rehearsal-room is 
almost as frosty as putside in north Lon- 
don where there’s a minus-15C wind- 
chill factor. You can see the breath of 
the fonractore, wrapped in several lay- 
ers of jumpers and coats, and huddled 
in front of the chief's desk to hear who 
has lost which lines. (“This is a quite 
radical but ifs absolutely what’s 
needed,” insists Marber. “We [Marber 
and Craig Raine] were on the phone all 
nigh t about this. He didn't like the cuts 
of poetry, and I agree, but we’ve had to 
be ruthless. No, we’re hanging bn to 
that ifs his favourite image.") 

That done, ifs time to tackle a vital 
scene; It concems.the meeting between 
Vittorio Mussolini, king of Italy, and his 
captive, the woman he loves who also 
happens to be the widow of the man he 
killed The fate of her young son whom 
Hitler’s secret envoy has come to claim 

lies in his hands. Apparently this scene 

was a particular fiasco in yesterday’s 
unhappy run-through. One actor refers 
to “the worst crisis yet”; another offers, 
to “try anything. Fll do it in a tutu if it 
helps” - a joke of sorts were it not for 
that edge of desperation. They begin. 


ejmerimentuig wim new uiuvw li- 
ferent emphases. Some actors wait for 
instruction, others offer their own 
analysis of the situation. Marber 
squashes one suggestion with a straight: 
“Don’t confuse the issue. I know this 
play like the bads of my hand,” and 
swats' another with, “No. Its an ugly 
move.'” At one point be issues an appeal 
with such severity that it becomes a rep- 
rimand: “You saQ found that image 
rather conveniently to hand Find those 
images. Mean something. Move us. 
Move the theatre.” • . . , 

-Ah, foe scrotum-tightening rehearsal- 


entfy incapable oi uncm^w.Lu^^^ 

sliparudfen to Joyce) as be busttenn 
in Wn^rai#ngjeansa^turq^ 

anorak. He is bang on aie. _Had I been 

:the recipient of Maibefs displeasure, I 
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fteproduedon, never to return, Fortu- 
nately actors are made Of sterner stuff. 


- evoyword-particularfyv^en ifs gxw 

or Abetter", which it sometimes is. And 
they’re right to do so. By foe end of tne 
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pletelyreblocfced and each performance 


redefined with startlingly fine results. At 
last each actor seems to be playing the 
same scene revealing a subtext as elo- 
quent as the texL 

It might, of course, have been an 
elaborately rehearsed performance 
just for me. Whatever, my presence is 
now considered extraneous. Extensive 
cuts must be dished out to four more 
actors and Marber thinks I’ve wit- 
nessed enough humiliation. 

Later, with the day’s work com- 
pleted the actors gone and the room 
warm at last, the director, though pale 
with weariness, has also defrosted. 
“Don’t worry. TU give you good chat," 
he says. Those icy and arrestingly 
blanched blue eyes look mercifuL He 
nibbles chocolate cake, fiddles with a 
Swiss army knife, and the post-mortem 
begins. Marber is appalled to be 
accused of being dismissive - if only 
selectively - towards his actors. “I’m 
really depressed you think that - 
because I don’t think of myself as that.” 
He groans and, snail-like, retreats into 
his cosy black cardie. He eventually 
emerges with a grin and a shrug. “But 
I probably am. I hope I wouldn’t say 
“Nah, bollocks, fuck off" to an actor 
who couldn’t cope with it. Some can, 
some can’t. I know what the actor is 
totally capable of doing and ifs my job 
to get him to do it" 

So what about the scowl? “Thaf s the 
way my face is," he says contradicting 
hims elf with a big soft smile. And the 
tense solemnity of it all? “We laugh a 
lot,” he laughs. “But not today. Ifs 
quite hard to generate a jolly atmos- 
phere with this sort of material. I 
haven’t done enough directing to know 
what directing is but Fm a creature of 
instinct and I do what feels right on the 
day. I don’t have masterplans. I listen 
very carefully to the designer and try 
to listen to the actors. 

*T suppose Fra damned old -fash- 
ioned. I serve the text and try not to be 
too flash. I don’t like anything flash. I 
don’t like flash care, flash people. I don’t 
want to be a flashy director. Also I sup- 
pose Fm very serious about the work 
and suspicious of rehearsals which are 
a laugh-ariniDute. I don’t want to see a 
show where Ithink the actors are hav- 
ing a better mne than I am. I’ve seen 
shows ijke that where ifs one big jolly 
wank. Td much prefer to see some 
viciously disciplined piece of tough 
nasty theatre than a great big jolly romp. 
I think a lot of what happens at the RS C 
is jolly romping, they dust off some old 
comedy and everyone overacts and 
pisses around and ifs not funny. Thaf s 
why Fm doing tragedy.” ■ 

Most people have agood idea about 
what Marber finds fanny and ifs not 
bland, anodyne frolics. Knowing Me, 
Knowing You won accolades, awards 
and the attention of four million 
devoted viewers: it was also criticised 
for its cruelty round the edges. Not 
everyone enjoys jokes featuring wheel- 
chairs or children being hit, even smart- 
aise children who deserve it, but with 
this and his pitilessly accurate pastiches 
of the news in The Day Today and a 
video diary in The Paul C**fWdeo 
Diary , Marber has been responsible for 
malting telly as fanny as telly ever gets. 
Last year Marber temporarily put away 
such puerile inanities (there will be a 
new series of Knowing Me, Knowing 
when he, co-writer Steve Coogan and 


producer Armando lannucci find a 
mutually free moment in their frantic 
diaries) and came to the dramatic fore 
with a remarkably accomplished first 
play Dealer's Choke. Argument contin- 
ues about whether this was or was not 
the calling card of the next David 
Mamet, but everyone agrees that it 
revealed him to be a natural at theatri- 
cal carpentry. A sad domestic drama 
about a father-son relationship and two 
surrogate father-son relationships cun- 
ningly disguised as a gang comedy, it 
drew both on Maibef s own experience 
as a once compulsive gambler (he 
remains a poker-sharp) and, naturally, 
his relationship with his father, who was 
once president of Footlights. (“Yes, I am 
fulfilling all my father 7 s dreams,” con- 
firms Marber. “With all the pressures 
and pleasures that entails.”) The play 
opened, with Marber making an impres- 
sive directorial debut, at the National 
Theatre and later transferred to the 
West End Marber is currently working 
On the screenplay for Channel 4 and will 
be directing a new cast in a New York 
production - “a dream come true”. 

Such successes have Marber in the 
rare position of choosing exactly what, 
when and how his next project will be. 
Most offers, he says, get the “Flattered 
Fuck off” delivered via his agent Nev- 
ertheless, be remains far from arrogant 
keenly aware that the bubble could 
burst (Tn five years’ time I might not 
be so lucky. I might be writing gags for 
gameshows.") While his emergence 
appeared to be meteoric and from 
nowhere, this wasn't the case. He hacked 
around the cabaret circuit “learning my 
craft" for several years. The Day Today 
was a long time coming after “years of 
thinking Fm never going to get any- 
where". Such was his despair that he 
gave up for a year in 1991 and “did noth- 
ing at all”. There was frequent depres- 
sion. "Ifen years of clinical depression but 
never actually in a clinic. I’m not 
depressed now but if you’ve been 
depressed for sustained periods of life 
you always feel when you're not 
depressed that you’re bang a bit unfaith- 
ful to what you actually are and you think 
ifs waiting to claim you. But, touch 
wood, Fve had a nice time recently ” 

One of the nicest times was direct- 
ing his own brilliantly astute version of 
Miss Julie (“25 per cent Strindberg, 75 
per cent me”) for the BBC. Relocated 
to foe eve of the general election in 
1945, the psycho-sexual tensions of 
Strindberg’s play were reflected in the 
social tensions of that time. Similarly, 
2953 transliterates a classic, but this is 
the first time Marber has directed a play 
he hasn’t written. “I suppose Tm doing 
it to become a better writer and a bet- 
ter director of my own material. When 
I was directing before it was really what 
Td seen m my head when I wrote it 
Directing someone else’s work means 
you get inside someone else’s head and 
think, what did he intend? how did he 
construct foe narrative and make a 
character interesting?" Such a rigorous 
approach to his craft has, not surpris- 
ingly, won Marber a reputation for 
being driven and ambitious which infu- 
riates him. “Ifs not true. Tm lazy. Fm 
a slob. I find it very hard to get down 
to work; I have massive self-discipline 
problems. I’m an ex-compulsive gam- 
bler. My life could have gone either way 
and still could. There’s a part of me that 



would like to live in Vegas and eke out 
some meagre living playing poker.” 
Certainly it wasn’t any old writer 
whose head Marber was interested in 
exploring. While reading English at 
Oxford, Marber rated Raine's poetry 
above almost anything else. By chance 
last year when he was searching for a 
play to direct (“sniffing round book 
shops, skulking in the London 
library”) he discovered 1953, com- 
missioned (and rejected as too radical) 
by Jonathan Miller in 1988. It wasn’t 
produced until last year at the Glasgow 
Citizen's Theatre. “My response to 
2953 was part-fan, part-director, 
though I wouldn’t have wanted to dp 
it if Craig hadn’t been available to be 
at rehearsals and willing to be collab- 
orative. One of the nicest things about 
working in the theatre and TV is that 
you get to work with people you 
admire.” While some directors are 
happy to treat writers as typists, Mar- 
ber regards Raine as both a collabo- 
rator (“A rehearsal in which a script 


doesn't change is pointless - there’s got 
to be a bit of slack in the writing so that 
you can make it work for foe actors”) 
and a father-figure (“Td never overrule 
Craig”). “It’s fantastic having him 
around. He’s behaving exactly as I 
behaved when I was directing Dealer's 
Choice , the excited playwright pleased 
that someone is playing Iris words.” 
Fewer words than Raine might have 
wished, bat enough to show him off 
pretty well. While Marbefs production 
deliberately harks back to its original 
dassical Greek source through its set of 
curved benches whk* vaguely echoes an 
amphitheatre, Radne doesn't get a 
look-in. Marber hasn’t so much as read 
Andromache. Tm not at all interested 
in Radne because Fm directing C Raine 
- suspiciously an anagram of Racine - 
and what’s great about Craig’s play is the 
rugged content and high style that can 
move between the visceral and emotive 
very simply, effectively and easily. What 
makes it fan is that one minute a char- 
acter is going “Fuck off you cunt” and 


the next they are spouting high-felutm 
poetry and ifs very beautiful-" 

Intense as he is, if s clear that fun - a 
profoundly intense sort of fun - is what 
Marber seeks and finds in foe theatre, 
as much in other people’s creativity as 
m his om “When I was 14 1 was one of 
those people seeing plays and dreaming 
that one day Td have a play on at the 
National Theatre, and for it to have been 
a first play and a success was incredibly 
exciting. And I still feel like a fan and I 
still live like a student and look like a stu- 
dent and feel like a student, and still find 
it inordinately strange to be out there in 
the world in published form, to be inter- 
viewed for a paper. A part of me thinks, 
this is great, but this isn’t me. Tm just a 
little squit who wants to be something. 
I still remember being 15 and listening 
to The Jam’s “Tb Be Someone” and I stiD 
feel like that. The moment you stop 
being a fan, you lose something," 

'1953' at the Almeida, London N1 

(0171-359 4404), 8 feb to 30 March 
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THEATRE 

Stanley, Cottesloe Theatre 

Stanley Spencer's convoluted love life 
makes for a curious drama. By Paul Taylor 


I f everything in life is holy, then this must 
include extra-curricular sex. It’s a point that’s 
not been wasted on the David Koreshes of this 
world. Being calcuJatedly wacko in Waco is very 
different, though, from being sublimely cuckoo 
in Cookham, as the life of thff artist Stanley 
Spencer aptfy demonstrates. 

Phm Gems’s overlong but very funny and affect- 
ing play about the painter never doubts that be 
was utterly sincere in believing in the sanctity of 
his sex life, a belief that involved wanting to have 
two wives on the go at once. In fact, it shows that 
everyone concerned would have bad a much eas- 
ier time of things if he’d been a hypocrite. 

The play is keenly alive to the potty, painful 
comedy of his complicated marital arrange- 
ments. His newly divorced first wife and soulmate, 
Hilda, finds herself begged to come back as his 
mistress when wife number two, a snooty, tow- 
ering virago, abandons him and returns to her les- 
bian lover. If this lot could have taken their trou- 
bles to Relate, you feel the entire staff would have 
opted, on the spot, for early retirement. 

What the play makes you understand, though, 
is that Stanley's selfish purblindness to the 
needs of nearest and dearest is somehow part 
and parcel of the paradoxically monomaniacal 
generosity of his art. In its charmed universe, 
where Christ relives his career in Cookham and 
lumpy, clumsy creatures achieve the levity of 
transfiguration, everyone is saved at the final 
judgement. Which is both charitable of Stanley 
and not exactly lacking irt blinkered ego either. 

John Caird’s production beautifully judges the 
balance of all this. With the colossal Resurrection 
(not yet finished) on the back wall, tiers of scaf- 
folding and part of the audience in pew-arrange- 
ment seating, the Cottesloe is transformed into 
a sort of secular cathedral. While Stanley and his 
second wife choose sexy underwear in a posh 
shop, a swelling church organ in the background 
acts like a cheeky aural pun. The spirituality of 
Bach steals over scenes that would give a devout 
Lutheran a heart attack. 

The performances are spot on. There’s more 
than a hint of another Spencer (Diana; Wales, 
Princess of) in the spoilt Sloane vowels of Anna 
Chancellor as spouse two. Can this woman have 
been quite the monster the play paints her? Deb- 
orah Findlay’s wonderfully moving performance 
as the first wife prevents you from ever conde- 
scending to her self-destructive devotion to the 
artist. It’s significant that Spencer feels closest to 
her when she's safely dead. Antony Sher’s splen- 
did Stanley - a bespectacled nerd with a garden 
gnome hat and trainspotter dothes- is never mote 
than two steps away from being beside himself 
with fanatical, maladroit rapture. You completely 
believe that here's a man who could marvel for 
hours at the beauty of wood-lice in the loo. 

Booking to 30 March: 0171-928 2252 


TELEVISION The Girlie Show, C4 

The latest late-night sleaze-fest has a liberating message for women: we're 
clever enough to behave as badly as blokes. Oh dear. By Jasper Rees 



Babes with attitude: Rachel Williams, Sara Cox and Clare Gorham 

T here are 10 commandments of television entertainment, most 
of them pretty obvious. Thou shall trot omit adultery. Thou shaft ■ 
steal ideas from the other side. Thou shaft covet Neighbours. 
Thou shah have no other gods before me, unless her name be 
Anthea Turner. Etc. 

The commandment least contravened, and therefore least 
invoked, insists that thy advertising budget shall not exceed thy 
production budget. Conventionally, a channel will pump money 
into promotion only for programmes on which sizeable bucks have 
already been blown. In the case of The Girlie Show , the lion's share 
of the budget appears to have gone on a massive nationwide poster 
campaign featuring the trio of snarling presenterettes. 

Unfortunately, a programme cannot measure its impact on the 
size of the columns it excites in the chattering broadsheets; 
otherwise, Peter York’s Eighties would be the greatest series made. 
The hype-ventilated opener was inevitably a damp squib: the first 
job for two of the babes with attitude was to announce that, thanks 
to a restrictive work permit, the third babe with attitude would 
actually be downgraded to guest status. As Rachel Williams, a 
seven-foot lesbian clotheshorse, was touted as the biggest draw, 
her conspicuous absence sparks off memories of rain-sodden bon- 
fire nights when the Catherine-wheel resisted ignition. 

For the second show, a good fist was made of papering over 
this crack. You could see the whirring brain of an ideas team; if 
Rachel is English on her mother's side, let’s roll out her mother 
to be very English, but also - and here's the genius part - very 


rude! On sbe came, and though she had plainly refused to utter 
the words herself, she did admit under questioning that she had 
taught her daughter to say “willy" and “fanny 7 ’. 

The bulk of the show relies on the presentation skills of Sara 
Cox, a Wonderbra’d Lancastrian who pretends to be sluttish, and 
Care Gorham, who plainly has a clause in her contract doubling 
her money eveiy time sbe does a mock toff accent. Their job is 
to say “shag” a lot, and generally offer women a sexually pro-active 
role model: aO mouth in trousers. 

Most features deliver a variety of kit-off or another mooning 
yobs, topless firemen, a guest singer who torches his pubic hair, a 
rectum that extinguishes a match. There was even a reheated report 
on the New York policewoman who posed for Playboy. No mat- 
ter that Channel 4 devoted a documentary to her in last year's fled 
Light Zone; indeed, they opened the season with it. Let’s exhume 
it for the report on how women in uniform turn men on. 

Wedge-wise, we may still be at the thin end. Future items almost 
certainly include organising an orgy (table plarings and what have 
you) and sex-aid consumer testing (this week: cat o' nine tails). 
There are eight more shows to fill. 

The Girlie Show has a perfectly harmless aim (it doesn’t quite 
qualify as an agenda), which is to show that it's okay for women 
to break wind in public, too. On its own terms, it’s a brilliant suc- 
cess. But it pays male boorishness the compliment of aping it, in 
every sense of the word. It has become the thingit deplores, prov- 
ing women are spending too much time at the ironying board. 


CLASSICAL 

Borodin Quartet; Wpiore Hall 

Nicholas Williams salutes the veteran 
Russians’ adventurous programming 


T he Borodin Quartet holds a distinguished 
place in music's notional Almanack de Gotha. 
Formed in 1945 by fellow students from the 
Moscow Conservatoire* it’s been playing with the 
same line-up since 1976— quite an achievement, . 
even in these tranquil late-2Qth -century days of 
vigorous longevity. But what do we listen for in 
an ensemble of such mellowed experience? - 
With a certain Schadenfreude, ids possible to 
find joy in apparent lapses from perfection. True, 
in the first of their Wigmore Hall series, on 
Thursday 25 January, first violinist Mikhail 
Kopelman’s tuning occasionally wavered at the 
peak of his rushing scale-passages in the last 
movement of Schumann’s Third Quartet But in 
a work that notably falls only in its finale, these 
were transient blemishes. Besides, the veiy pres- 
ence of this otherwise beautiful piece drew 
attention to the adventurous context of the whole. 

Though living composers were excluded from 
all three recitals, the Borodins ranged widely 
beyond the usual repertoire of Haydn, Mozart 
and Beethoven. The Schumann was preceded by 
T chaiko vsky’s Quartet No 2. a rarity to British audi- 
ences, but here realised with intuitive warmth and 
stylistic command. Schubert’s C minor Quarteasaiz 
sounded lighter beneath these veteran fingers than 
when heard in this hall after Christinas from an 
ensemble half their age. Did the Schubert seem 
a strange piece to round off so much weightiness? 
Not with Tchaikovsky s Andante cantabile as the 
encore, its simplicity of utterance placed so as 
to wind down the evening with a quiet envoi. 

But the ensemble’s self-evident attraction is 
its groomed and balanced tonal range. The elfin 
second theme of Schumann's opening Allegro, 
for example, received a lighter-than-air presen- 
tation. Arid in the next movement, a string of 
extended miniatures that the composer might 
have called NoveUeten , each change of texture 
was perfectly captured within a binding pulse that 
remained the arbiter of long-term goals. 

There was more of the same quality, if less con- 
sistently realised, at the Borodins’ final concert 
on Tuesday. Capricious tempi in Shostakovich’s 
Quartet No 3 were presumably authentic, since 
he personally supervised their reading of the com- 
plete cycle. Sparse textures responded to gener- 
ous vibrato and portamenti. At the close of the 
passacaglia-Iike slow movement, violist Dmitri 
Shebalin and cellist Vhlentm Beriinsky pondered 
the theme like scholars disputing an ancieot text 
The symphonic breadth of Schubert’s “Death 
and the Maiden" challenges quartets of all com- 
plexions: the sense of strain in the Borodins' read- 
ing is the essential part of the atmosphere miss- 
ing from Mahler’s orchestral version of the work. 
Conversely, the long, vibrato-less lines of Barber's 
famousAdagio suit massed strings better, and the 
Borodins' poor tuning showed why. A thought for 
Fretwork- is this piece ever played on viols? Then- 
quiet voices might just be the perfect medium. 



I assume the Holocaust Museum in Washington DC isn’t covered in Sky TV logos 


T hursday morning, the Imperial War 
Museum, and a gaggle of media folk 
are hanging around, eating the com- 
plimentary biscuits and canapes, but 
getting a little restless. The do is half- 
ao-hour late to start. “We did invite a 
bunch of Holocaust refugees," says the 
marketing man at BSkyB, glancing 
nervously at his watch, “and also some 
people from the important Jewish 
houses, but then we discovered that 
Shimon Peres is in town today, which, 
as you can imagine, is..." “It’s some 
competition," I agree. 

“It really is,” says the marketing man. 
“But we have got a couple of survivors, 
they’re actually here right now and the 


lady from the Jewish Chronicle , and that’s 
not bad." A flustered young woman 
rushes over. “Kerri wants to do some 
photos with the Holocaust survivors,” 
she announces breathlessly, “and Chan- 
nel 1 wants to film it. Shall I let them?" 

“Well," says the BSkyB man, “I sup- 
pose so." 

This is the party to celebrate the 
launch of the BSkyB Schindlers List 
exhibition at the Imperial Whr Museum: 
an “exact replica" of the permanent 
Schindler exhibit at the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington DC, although 
I assume that the Washington exhibit 
isn't covered in Sky TV logos, or little 
earnest reminders of when, exactly. Sky 


will be showing Schindlers List on the 
Movie Channel. “BSkyB has sponsored 
the exhibition," announces the display, 
solemnly, “to promote understanding of 
the events portrayed in the film 
Schindler's List, receiving its British TV 
premiere on Sky on 11 February 1996." 
It then goes on to prod aim, soberly, that 
there will be “further opportunities to 
see this prize-winning film during the 
following months". 

Goodness, I always thought that Sky's 
rather annoying proclivity to milk their 
hit film acquisitions by constantly 
repeating them was a result of having 
no cash, rather than a serious philan- 
thropic desire to educate their viewers 


STUART MORRIS 


in Holocaust history. Well, the scales 
have certainly been lifted from my eyes. 

A TV news crew is on hand to docu- 
ment this momentous event. They film 
the genuine PJaszow survivor 1 oolong at 
the photograph of Amon Goeth. And 
then, in the wink of an eye, the BSkyB 
head of programming sidles effortlessly 
up to his side and announces, solemnly: 
“Hello. I'm David.” 

The survivor nods, and David holds 
out his hand fo be shook, which he duti- 
fully does. They continue to shake 
hands, while the TV news crew barges 
through the crowd to get a sombre 
close-up of the hand-shaking. Later, I 
ask a soundman which TV station 


they're from. “Sky News," he replies. 

The centre piece of the exhibit is the 
Schindler chronology: 

1941. Germans establish a Jewish 
ghetto in Krakow. 

1962. Schindler is named “Righteous 
Amongst the Nations” by Yad Vashera, 
Israel. 

1996. Schindler's List receives its 
satellite TV premiere on the Movie 
Channel. 

Not really, I made the last one up. 
But the fact remains: the old phrase, 
“Those who cannot remember the 
past are doomed to repeat it” Sounds 
less like a philosophy today and more 
like a marketing strategy. And then 


we’re herded into the cinema to watch 
some forthcoming Sky clips: the “best 
bits” of Schindler’s List , including much 
carnage, and some of the “genocide 
edition" of The World at War , ; which will 
be repeated to coincide with their 
forthcoming Holocaust season. Back at 
the exhibits, situated next to some 
bombs and old First World War air- 
craft, a bunch of school children are lis- 
tening to a taped explanation of aircraft 
diameters. “The Sop with Camel 2FI 
has a wing span of 26ft llins, and was 
credited with the destruction of 1,200 
enemy aircraft." 

One little boy turns to another, and 
says, excitedly: “Wow.” 
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overview 


THE MUSICAL 

THE FIELDS OF AMBROSIA 


The first (and last) musical about a travelling - 
executioner with an electric chair in his van - 
Death's equivalent of an Avon lady - who falls in 
.love with his next client, an Austrian ex-courtesan. 


• THE TV SERIES 

ANNIE'S BAR 


A 12-epfcode comedy-soap set in the House of 
Commons starring Larry Lamb as a dastardly chief 
whip, with guest appearances by Edwina Currie et 
a/. Edited 24 hours before transmission for topicality. 



THE PLAY 

LES ENFANTS Dll PARADIS 


Simon Callow adapts and directs Marcel Cam£s 
classic, regularly voted the best French film ever 
made. Robin Don-designs, and the RSC production, 
stars Helen McCrary and Rupert Graves. 


critical view 


“The second half left me weak with bliss as it 
trampled over good taste," laughed Paul Taylot 
"Will live on in folklore," observed the Daily Mail. 
“You would be a fooito miss it One of the all-time 
great bad musicals* giggled-the Telegraph. “This 
. show is 1. silly, 2. dull, -3. cheap-minded," deduced 
the FT. “The Terminal Follies," declared the Times. '■ 
“Loathsome," thundered the Evening Standard. 


Thomas Sutcliffe found it "a touch nervous, here and 
there,, but showing definite promise". “Some very 
sound- actors who do wonders with flimsy, lines, D . ' 
remarked the Guardian. "Jokes apart; there were 
many things they could congratulate themsdvK - 
‘ upon," approved the.fimes. "An accessible, Sharp . 
and pacy start... I, for one, -will be watching again,” 
applauded the Telegraph. 


Raul Taylor was “100 per cent behind Callow’s v - 
project. Watching the dubious outcome Lbegari to 
have misgivings.' "Great art is not a transferable 
commodity," commented the Guardian. "Ambitious 
but turgid," decided the Times. “One of the' most - 
pointless exercises the RSC has ever attempted," ' 
groaned the Telegraph. "Vivid theatre, its plunge - - 
into romance is a rare treat," disagreed the FT. 


FATHER OF THE BRlDl jpARif ll ' 


Frofri-tHe satire team wttor&sre -%s poi^'buf oddty-;^; 
successful remake rftoe l 950_Sp&^Traty/? : ‘ . 

Di2abajft Taytor moyja So, naturally, here&Stare-^ / 

Martin in^tfie remake ,bf its : , : ' 

■ S hefla ... 

'TerriWypieased with itsetf.and.- crtoty : hacltoeyed .. •' 
at one arid . the; saT^^5rne r T^fd - ■? - 

complacent,." -* 

snarled .the fJ^A'-numbrag 

the , / 

tire' critics Mthepr^'sjyw.a^.^fen out of his; r 

!n~ disbelief,? wrote the ..,V 


ofiview 


Aldwicft Theatre, London WC2 (0171-379 3367). 
But hurry, it wont be there for long ' 


Channel 4, Thmsdays, 9.30pm. • 


our view 


Unntabfy bad, especially 
the: end. A genuine jaw- 
dropper and a camp classic. 
A must tor theatrical 
ambulance-chasers. 



A promising start. Looks like 
being the first real hit for' ’ 
Ardent, Prince Edward’s TV 
production company. 



Barbican, London EC2 (0171-638 8891), - 


At four-anti-a^uarter hours, it's 
an hour longer than the original 
cinematic masterpiece. Case - 
dismissed. 


On gerieraj .release.'; 




After duds likethe straght-to-. 
'titieo'Moied NuiSj Steve MartinV;^' j 



desperately needs a hit This 
; ain't, it • 
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Apple of the global eye 

New York in the 1920s had it all - wit, jazz, movies, Prohibition, the Harlem Renaissance. 

It was the blueprint of the 20th century. It laid the foundations of the whole post-modern world. 
Malcolm Bradbury welcomes Ann Douglas’s dizzyingly comprehensive study of a cultural furnace 

A ccording to F. Scott Fitzgerald, in the Twenties tury Europe, but also the feminized Genteel Tradition the writers ended up alcoholics). There i 
“something subtle passed to America, the style of of America. It was a revolt of the permissive, adven- counter-forces, such as the famous Scope; 
man.” In terms of world geo-politics, this was not turous children, with psychology, mass culture, adver- Trial” in Tennessee indicated, which are still t 
surprising. European powers had bankrupted tisingandculturaJplurallsmasesseotialaids.ltrequired day, 

themselves in the Great War, and some had col- the creation of a new American usable past, as well as Manhattan wasn't all. Indeed in the Twentit 
lapsed entirely; the United States entered the war an America of the future. a double flight from it - esoeciallv when th 


A ccording to F. Scott Fitzgerald, in the Twenties 
“something subtle passed to America, the style of 
man.” In terms of world geo-politics, this was not 
surprising. European powers had bankrupted 
themselves in the Great War, and some had col- 
lapsed entirely; the United States entered the war 
a debtor nation and emerged a creditor one. Its massive, 
rapid technological revolution made it dominant: the 
nation that had started in the countiy and moved to the 
city now had a new kind of modem metropolis. When 
Henry James returned to New York in 1904, he was struck 
by the sight of the harbour: ■“The aspect power wears 
there is indescribable...” he wrote, “It is the power of the 
most extravagant of cities, rejoicing, as with the voice of 
the morning, in its might, its fortune, its unsurpassable 
conditions.” 

In her striking new book Terrible Honesty: Mongrel 
Manhattan in the 1920s {Picador. £20), Ann Douglas 
argues that the "something subtle” didn’t simply pass to 
America, but specifically to New York, Manhattan, Amer- 
ica's one World City, “the world's most powerful city.” 
In the Twenties, in the aftermath of World War, Amer- 
ica bad become not just a highly urban but an extrava- 
gant Big City society, at the heart of which was the Big 
Apple. The New York of the Twenties was an over- 
whelming place - physically, culturally, architecturally, 
emotionally. Its skyscrapers rose and kept rising, even 
into the slump that closed off the decade and rendered 
the Empire State Building the Empty State Buflding. 

The American Twenties was a politically conservative, 
culturally radical decade. It was the era of the New Yorker, 
the Aigon-quin Wits, the birth of mass media, the Amer- 
icanization of Modernism, the universalization of Amer- 
ican styles. Everything met in Manhattan, which captured 
the publishing industry, the music industry, the newspaper 
industry, the vaudeville industry, a big piece of the movie 
industry, and even that key ideological frameworMhe 
psychoanalytical industry. Uptown, north of Central Park, 
was Black Manhattan, where educated, urbanized 
African-Americans - the '‘Talented Tenth ’ - produced 
the Harlem Renaissance, and the mongrdized or muln- 
cuiturai spirit of the Jazz Age prospered. 

The world increasingly acknowledged Manhattan. Not 
only Harr Crane but the Russian Futunst poet 
Mayakovsky wrote poems celebrating its j^eat techno- 
spiritual rnaivei, Roebliug's Brooklyn Badge. Not iua 
John Dos Passes fin Manhattan Transfer) but the urban- 
ized, wandering modernists of Europe wrote fictions of 
Manhaftanized unreal cities and the Sbaj» ofThings to 
Come. Picasso, and other Cubism, sneaked Matetran sly- 
scrapers into their paintings. In the wake of 
Wilson’svisii to Versailles in 1919, avant-garde Pans was 
Americanized. Black jazz swept the scene; Josephine 
Baker led the black company of the Revue des Negres, 
The fact was that for many Europeans Amerii^airi 
Manhattan in particular, became the sign and symbol 
ofthe* Future: high-rise, polyglot ^cceleratedm^ 
genated. culturally chaotic, exemng. or, said James, 

* * «j ~ ;s . 

S of what was a culturally revolutionary decade 
‘Writing something that might 

/history! Douglas reads theworkmgofa^ent^ 

. tics. Her previous book, which 
New England, was The Femmuaaon ofAmencan Cut 
.tore. Now she reads the ^^jama of another 
revolt, parricidal and matrieidaL Modernism overthrew 
the patriarchal high cultural values of nmeteenth-cen- 


tury Europe, but also the feminized Genteel Tradition 
of America. It was a revolt of the permissive, adven- 
turous children, with psychology, mass culiure. adver- 
tising and cultural pluralism as essential aids. It required 
the creation of a new American usable past, as well as 
an America of the future. 

Douglas looks at the complex mix of forces that 
shaped this new cultural politics, putting emphasis on 
issues of race and gender. The War had strengthened 
the hand of campaigners for female suffrage, already 
granted in other democracies. Meantime among 
African-Americans migration to the city stirred, the 
belief that a new era of acceptance was near. Douglas 
shows how the two campaigns - which had been closely 
linked in the reforming New England on the- 1850s, 
since most abolitionists were pro-feminist - tugged 
apart. Many white female suffragists saw the black cam- 
paign for civil rights as a threat. White women were 
the active campaigners for Prohibition, protectors of 
the Genteel Tradition, guardians of the feminization 
of American culture. 

It was blacks who made the stronger alliance with 
America’s new popular Modernist culture. Harlem was 
its emblem-Once the rural estates of early Dutch mer- 
chants; it had become by the turn of the century the Dock- 
lands of the day - a piece of over-extended real estate 
built for white occupants north of Central Park as sub- 
way lines extended. Following Booker T Washington's 
injunction, “Get some property - get a home of your 
own.” white migrants from the South filled the often 
handsome buildings (Strivers’ Row), and black realtors 
moved in. One result was that black arts - from litera- 
ture and poetry to jazz and dance - put down roots at 
the centre of American culture, it was, Douglas empha- 
sises, essentially a new black culture, a “sudden awak- 
ening, an instantaneous change,” forged out of the black- 
and-white encounter in the melting-pot of the 
fast-changing metropolis. 

The black arts themselves became a symbol of explo- 
sive new America. Singers like Bessie Smith, musicians 
like Louis Armstrong, writers like Countee Cullen, 
Langston Hughes and Jean Toomer, Harlem venues like 
the Cotton Gub, captured the metropolitan imagination. 
The black arts were indigenous, different, radical, sav- 
age; the dark laughter that teased and transformed the 
sober white mask. Like the other melting-pot cultures 
that reshaped Broadway, created the movie industry, the 
radio industry, the spirit of mass culture and what Dou- 
glas calls the “media-dependent arts" they became an 
American phenomenon that entered world conscious- 
ness, In the traditional arts, Europe had the edge. But 
this link between new artistic admixtures and the 
nation’s command over the new media and technologies 
- records, radios, movies, advertising, popular culture 
from baseball to cars and comic strips - gave the USA 
a pluralised, vernacular, brash black-and-white culture 
it could claim as its own. 

This is a startlingly well-documented book, the prod- 
uct of fifteen years of good research. Unsurprisingly, it 
gives many grounds for dispute. Despite Douglas’s inten- 
sive proofs that most American writers and culture-lead- 
ers of the period either came from or settled in Man- 
hattan, it’s been frequently and rightly pointed out that 
many of the leading figures came from the Middle West, 
and this set up a tense relation between urban and rural. 
Bio Apple and Middle America. True, there was a Twen- 
ti« revolt against the Middle American “Booboisie” as 
H J- Mencken called mainstream Americans, but also 
much inner cultural tension (one thing that might help 
explain why. as Douglas heavily emphasises, so many of 


the writers ended up alcoholics). There were many 
counter-forces, such as the famous Scopes “Monkey 
Trial” in Tennessee indicated, which are still there to this 
day. 

Manhattan wasn’t all. Indeed in the Twenties there was 
a double flight from it - especially when the prices of 
Greenwich Village lofts soared as avant-garde living 
became designer chic. One wing went West, especially 
to New Mexico; another hurried to the French Line pier 
and headed for Montparnasse, where life was cheaper, 
the avant-garde livelier, and you could get a drink. Dou- 
glas resolves this tension by making the Parisian expa- 
triates honorary New Yorkers. So, it seems, were TS. 
Eliot, and Sigmund Freud. Freud thought America “a 
gigantic mistake,” yet Freudianism became the great 
American popular lifestyle philosophy, promoted by, 
among others, his son-in-law Edward Bemays, who 
passed the Freudian message on to American advertis- 
ers. The American cultural revolution was always aided 
by Parisian and Middle European gurus; Freud became 
American despite himselfj and was later fascinated by 
his transatlantic influence. 

The Twenties was an era of vitalism, of a Bergson ian 
dan vital , an optimistic American Modernism that tried 
to shrug off European cultural pessimism and took pro- 
gressive modernity at its disturbing word. The dissolu- 
tion of historical values advanced apace. Head-talk and 
cultural innovation replaced historical gentility. Douglas 
is excellent, as well as enthusiastic, about the process 
whereby former high cultural values dissolved into the 
fabric of a quite new type of mass culture - providing 
nothing less than the foundations of the refractive, his- 
tory-less pluralism of our polyeultural, bi-gendered post- 
modern world. 

There have been many studies of the American Twen- 
ties, the great decade of the Modem throughout West- 
ern culture. None bas accumulated as much material 
from multiple aspects of culture - literature, music, psy- 
chology, papular books, architecture, advertising, jazz and 
dance, fashion and design, gender transformation - and 
put it to such coherent use, even if the coherence is some- 
times forced. This wouldn’t be a modem study if it didn’t 
have a strong feminist aspect, and Douglas is inclined to 
berate the matriridal impulses of many Twenties writers 
and culture heroes (but if you'd had a momma like Hem- 
ingway’s...), attempt a rescue operation on such figures 
as Mary Baker Eddy, whom Freud took as a serious 
adversary, and make something of a wonder out of the 
egregious Nancy Cunard. 

The Twenties is a dqpade which acquired the shape of 
an entire era, starting in effect with the Versailles set- 
tlement of 1919 and dying with the Crash of 1929. By 
then in Manhattan the Modem was already a tradition; 
the Museum of Modem Art was founded a few days 
before the Great Crash. It was Scott Fitzgerald who 
famously read the American Twenties as a manic curve, 
with an ever-growing drumming of danger, drink and sui- 
cide. Douglas’s psycho-history sees American culture as 
itself afflicted by a paradigmatic manic-depressive syn- 
drome, “with which I believe America is still afflicted" 
Manhattan, in her extensive vision, is an exceptional, 
experimental wonderland touched with grim cultural 
warnings; yet, somehow, an ultimate and vividly creative 
emblem of that experimental, mass-cultural American- 
ness with which the rest of the world still has to contend. 

Malcolm Bradbury is Professor Emeritus of American 
Studies at the University of East Anglia, Norwich. His 
most recent book is Dangerous Pilgrimages: 

Transatlantic Mythologies and the Morel (Seeker). 
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Revolt of the permissive, adventurous children: (main picture) 
scenes of jiving at the Cotton Club became a symbol of the ‘polyglot, 
accelerated, miscegenated’ culture of Manhattan. From top: Duke 
Ellington and his band in 1923; Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, two of the 
doomed artists surfing the decade's ‘manic curve’; and a downtown 
atrocity exhibition, a by-product of the mass immigration that turned 
New York into a *worid city* after the war 
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Devalued sovereign 

The Duke had girlfriends! The Queen Ain't like Mrs Metier! A 
Royal fashion adviser has Nabbed! The fconhuversiaT biography of 
HMQ is ‘Hamlet’ without the soliloquies, says John Campbel 




Soap opera curtain call? The Queen and cfironicalJf eclipsed husband acknowledge cheering crowds Photo: Mite Maloney 


einemann’S publicists have done 
their job welL From all the out- 
raged denunciation it has 
attracted, you are meant to 
■believe that Sarah Bradfords 
1 new biography of the Queen is 
uic most authoritatively indiscreet of all 
the avalanche of prurient revelations 
which haw embarrased the monarchy in 

rebaitVears. - ! . 

In fact it is a solid, professional but 
overwhelmingly conventional panegyric 
which adds little of substance to the 
mountain of existing royal biographies 
horn Robert Lacey, Anthony Holden, 
rafyalv»jh Longford, Jonathan Dimbleby, 
Kenneth Harris and a dozen moire. Sarah 
Bradford is strongest on the Queen s early 
life which she has already covered in her 
(much more scholarly) George VI, pub- 
lished in 1989. • She has had access to 
the royal archives up to 1952; and die 
makes good use of royal correspondence 
with the Sitwells, Beyond that, she is nei- 
ther particularly authoritative nor seri- 
ously indiscreet. 

Virtually the only “revelation is the 
suggestion that Prince Philip enjoy ed a 
number of sexual infidelities in the first 
decade of his marriage. But there is noth- 
ing new in this. There was gossip, even in 
the relatively deferential newpapas of the 
1950s, linking his name with the actress 
Pat Kirkwood. Previous brograpbeis have 
repeated the rumours of schodboyish 
high jinks at the Thursday Club, run by 
the society photographer, Baron. Sarah 
Bradford has gone marginally further by 
openly disbelieving Philip's disingenuous 
defence, that he was guarded night and 
day by a detective: “the exploits of the 
Prince of Wiles with Mrs Parker Bowles 
while simil arly guarded have Mown holes 
in that particular line," she writes. And 
she confidently alleges a string of other 
girlfriends: “They include a princess, a 
duchess, two countesses and other titled 
and untitled ladies.” But she does not 
name them, or give any corroborating evi- 
dence: so her assertion remains nothing 
more than tattle. 

This illustrates the peculiar difficulty of 
royal biography: it is almost wholly depen- 
dent on gcxssrp. Admittedly this is a prob- 
lem for all contemporary history, where 
the author has no written sources. But 
politicians lead at least part of their lives 
on the record, while their colleagues, 
aides and opponents are usually happy to 
tallr candidly and attributably within a 
very few. years. The political biographer 
thus has a bank of conflicting but largely 
verifiable evidence to place before the 


EBzabeth: A Biography of 

Her Majesty The Queen 
by Sarah BradfonL 
Heinemaniy£2fl , 

reader. Readers of royal biography, by 
contrast, must take much more on trust. 
The testimony of courtiers is mainly 
anonymous: on a single page describing 
the Queen’s character, Sarah Bradford 
cites the views of “one of her contempo- 
raries who has known her since child- 
hood,” “one woman politician,” “a rela- 
tion”, “one of her fashion advisers,” “a 
former aide” and “another relation” -all 
unnamed. They may all be unimpeach- 
able sources but who knows? 

A more specific difficulty in writing 
about the Queen is that folkwing the 
welter of books, leaks and interviews 
through which Charles and Diana have 
competed for public sympathy in the last 
few years, as well as all the other ghosted 
material about Margaret, Anne, Fergie 
and the rest, we know far more about all 
of them than about the central figure in 
the whole shooting match, the Queen 
herself. Inevitably much of this book is 
concerned with how she bus handled the 
marital disasters of her sister and her chil- 
dren. But while they are the active pro- 
tagonists, she remains a cypher whose 
views can only be guessed at It is Ham- 
let without the soliloquies. 

It is the same with politics. We all think 
we know what the Queen thought of Mrs 
Thatcher, thai she worried about the 
Commonwealth and the socially divisive 
consequences of Thatcherism. But there 
is virtually no evidence. In 1986 the Sun- 
day Times ran a front-page story claim- 
ing to reveal that the Queen was "dis- 
mayed by many of Mrs Thatcher’s 
policies.” It was immediately denied, as 
it was bound to be. In about a hundred 
years our grandchildren will be able to 
read her diary: until then the biographer 
has almost nothing to go on. 

Very rarely does the mask slip. Dur- 
ing the miners' strike she unguardedly 
remarked to a journalist, presumably 
fhinirmg it a safe conversational bromide, 
“It’s all about one man, isn’t it?” There 
was another dodgy moment in the tele- 
vision film EAR, when the Queen was 
heard by milli ons complaining to Presi- 
dent Reagan about the burden of welfare 
payments in democracies. Sarah Bradford 
mentions this, but only in a brief aside. 


Had shebeen wridngh semousbook she 
would have used these precious glimpses 
to introduce some , discussion of the 
monarchy’s constitutional powers on the 
one fraud and itsroiempatchiiigthe social 
fabric oathe other. She finds room inher 
bibliography for two "important recent 
books on these two' topics - Vern on Bog- 
. (tenor's The Monarchy arid, the Constitu- 
tion and FrankProchaste’sitoyai Bounty: 
The Making of a Welfare Monarchy: ■ 
Between them they make a powerful case 
for the- value of the monarcbyubutshe 

' shows no sign of having come to grips with 
;eifliw. Prodiadca demonstrates the whole 
royal f amfy s-active involvement -in an. 
immense range of charitable work with- . 
out which the welfare state would collapse. 
He shows tb» to be. a deliberate strategy 
for the monarchy's survival, originally 
developed by Geoige V after the Bol- 
shevik Revolution, and consciously fol- 
lowed by his heirs. By actually reading 
what the Queen and the Duke of Edin- 
buigb say in their Qmstmas messages arid' 
other speeches'- however banal and ano- 
dyne they may appear - Prochaska gets 
far closer to the Queen’s real view of her 
job than the shallow conventions of royal 
biography begin to do. The level of Brad- 
ford’s discussion of the monarch’s con- 
stitutional powers is illustrated by her 
comment that “it was characteristically 
kind of Elizabeth” to give Ted Heath the 
chance to try to form a coalition in Feb- 
ruary 1974. 

Concentrating primarily on the 
Queen’s private life, Ms Bradford paints 
a depressing portrait of the pnchanging 
stuffiness of court life and the stifling eti- 
quette which still makes it impossible for 
members of the royal family to relate to 
one another, let alone to the society 
beyond the Palace walls. Sadly, Lord 
Altrichani'S famous criticism of the nar- 
row social caste from which the royal 
household is recruited is scarcely less 
apposite today then it was in 1957. If the 
family could not cope with “commoners” 
of such antecedents as Diana Spencer and 
Sarah Ferguson, who on earth can it reach 
out to? . 

Though she does not hold the Queen 
blameless for the disintegration of her 
family, Sarah Bradford nevertheless 
praises her dedication and unflinching 
sense of duty. She cannot bring herself 
to draw the cruel conclusion from so 
much of her own evidence. That Eliza- 
beth’s narrow interpretation of that duty 
has led directly to the crisis of public con- 
fidence in which the monarchy, for all the 
good it does, now finds itself. 


Capering around Shepherd^ Bush 

A gripping first novel encourages readerly self-congratulation. By Nicholas Lezard 


I ost of us have probably fantasized 
about robbing a bank at some time; 
and if the fantasy is allowed to 
develop a little, we might wonder about 
doing it in a non-violent, stylish and fool- 
proof way, which will leave no-one hurt, 
our consciences clean and our wallets 
considerably fatter. 

This is the idea behind A White Merc 
With Fins. Its narrator is a 28 year-old 
man, living in a shed in his sister’s back 
garden, a lower-middle-class graduate 
who does odd temping jobs, monitors the 
thinning of his hair, and feels his life 
drifting out of control. Then one day cir- 
cumstances allow him to come up with 
a Plan, namely to rob what be describes 
as Michael Winner’s private bank. 


Details of the Plan slip out gradually 
throughout the novel - it's our desire to 
see it finally unfold that keeps us gripped 
- and one of the first things we are told 
is that it involves the flashy car of the 
title. 

Hawes's technique is to combine an 
old-fashioned caper yarn with an old- 
fashioned state-of-the-nation novel. The 
nation as seen by this narrator is urban 
(Shepherd’s Bush, actually), populated 
by decent vagabonds, ex-junkies, scepti- 
cal lefties, out-of-work actors, desper- 
ately fending off the day when they apply 
for teacher training or accountancy: 

“We are the retro-people going 
nowhere backwards, we are the ironic 
generation, we can stand back and look 


A White Merc with Fins 
by James Hawes 
Cape, £12.99 


down and laugh at it all like it is all some 
crap-clever ad but irony is really balls, 
irony is what you do to stop it hurting 
before it starts, irony is a pre-emptive 
strike on living.” 

There are plenty of similar rants and 
homilies throughout, some of them very 
funny, some tedious, but all fairly spot- 
oq about what it’s like to live in this coun- 
try today, and charged with the same 
urgency, in a prose unafraid of long. 


spiralling sentences, or those sudden 
breaks into tiny, portentous paragraphs: 

like this. 

We should be wary of the neatness of 
identifications: but it is tempting to 
speculate on the congruity of his narra- 
tor’s make-up and Hawes’s own. Noth- 
ing in the narrator’s tone, manner and 
lifestyle sits oddly against Hawes's inner- 
sleeve biography - or even his picture 
(except their different ages, and the fact 
that Hawes is currently a lecturer at Uni- 
versity College, Swansea, which doesn't 
sound entirely purposeless). If the nar- 
rator is named, the details have escaped 
my two readings of the novel: he may as 
well be called James Hawes, for one of 
the most exhilarating things about this 


novel is its sense of giddy self-enactment 
Hence, I suppose, the jibes against irony. 
But one wonders if Hawes is being quite 
as honest as be seems to be claiming. 

The book is marvellously entertaining 
- it remained more or less glued to my 
hand until I finished it - and will achieve 
great word-of-mouth success from the 
land of people who fancy that they are 
being portrayed in its pages. The narra- 
tor’s thoughts and animadversions on 
this and that will very often chime with 
its readers’ thoughts on this and that. 
And this (and that) is the problem: what 
we are doing when reading this is not so 
much engaging ourselves with literature 
as patting ourselves on the back for our 
opinions, our street savvy - or maybe 


even some more intense form of self- 
gratification: for what is Suzy, the sexpot 
Scot with great driving skills, natural cool, 
and a tummy as flat as a book, but a sen- 
sitive liberal man’s wet dream? We are 
meant to fall in love with her, which we 
do, but then there are still men out there 
in love with Jessica Rabbit. 

This is perhaps churlish. It is a caper, 
after all, a yarn, a plausible fantasy 
(although the crucial involvement of the 
IRA in the Plan, for all the narrator's 
fretting, suggests an ethical void deep 
inside) and Hawes gets away with it, just. 
It is hard not to like something that has 
made such an effort to be likeable. But 
like the bank job it describes, it is the 
kind of trick you can only pull off once. 
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Today is the final day of our Fly 
I Now Pay Later offer. We’ve 
teamed up with Co-op Travelcare, 
one of the top travel agency chains 
in the UK, so that readers of The 
Independent can get up to £2,500 
Interest Free Credit on holidays and 
flights booked through our special 
service. So now you can take off 
when you feel the inclination - with- 
out paying everything up front. For 

example, on a holiday costing 
£2,500, at a typical APR of 14.9% 
you would save £328. 

With over 300 holiday brochures 
and 49 airlines to choose from, there 
are holidays to suit everyone. Travel 
can be taken anytime between 1 
February-31 December 1996. 

Howto QoaBfy for tf»e Easy 
Payment Plan 

In order to quality for the Fly Now Pay 
Later Easy Payment Plan, you need 
to collect eight differently num- 
bered tokens and keep them safe 
upftfl you are ready to make your 
hooking. Today we are printing our 
/final token, To ten 13. 

How to Book Year HoBday 

ttu can select any overseas holiday 
available from over 300 major name 
brochures, subject to availability. 
This includes holidays from major 
tour operators such as British Air- 
ways Holidays, First Choice and 
many more. Simply 
brochure of your chorce JW select 
your holiday. 

If you’re planning to visit mends 

orrelatives,orsimptypreferthefTHe- 

dom to travel independently, you can 


choose to book scheduled flights 
only, provided the overall booking 
value meets our minimum limit of 
£500. There are 49 airlines to 
choose from, including British Air- 
ways and Virgin Atlantic. 

With the By Now Pay Later Easy 
Payment Plan ail you pay Is the cost 
of your holiday, plus insurance. 
There are no hidden extra charges, 
providing that you fulfil the terms of 
your Easy Payment agreement 

The amount of the booking is 
payable by Direct Debit in 10 equal 
monthly installments from the time 
of booking. At least three of these 
payments must be made prior to 
travel, if, however, you wish to travel 
within three months of making your 
booking, you may do so by paying 
your first three installments <i.e 
30% of the cost of your holiday) at 
the time of booking. Ybu are then 
free to make the remaining pay- 
ments over the next seven months. 

it Is a requirement of the offer that 
you purchase Coop Travelcare insur- 
ance at the time of booking. Details 
ofthe policy are available on request 

To check that your preferred flight 
or holiday is available, and that It Is 
eligible for the Easy Payment Plan, 
simply call The Independent/Fty Now 
Pay Later helpline below: 

0161 827 1044 

if the holiday is available, and you 
meet the credit rule requirements, 
the Co-op Travelcare’s friendly reser- 
vations staff will complete a credit 
application form whilst you are on 
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Fly Now Pay Never! 


£25,000 of flights and 
holidays to be won 

T oday you could win a seven day holiday for two to Goa including flights 
and accommodation. Goa, a unique mixture of Portuguese and Indian 
ancestry boasts golden beaches which stretch mile after mile and a relaxed 
pace of life coupled with a wonderful climate. Take a visit to Old Goa and 
you will see the remains of magnificent 16th century churches and stately 
mansions. 

To enter cur competition all you need to do is answer the following ques- 
tion and call the Fly Now Pay Never competition line on 0891 161 985. 

Question: On the shores of which sea is Goa to be found? 

Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other times. 
Lines close at midnight tonight Postal entry can be made tty sending your 
answer, name, address and telephone number to: 7he Independent/?^ Now 
Pay Never Day 13, PO Box’ 7298, London E14 9EG by no later than 6 
February 1996. The winner will be picked at random after entry doses, 
from all correct entrants. 


the phone, if the holiday or flight 
that you require Is not available, you 
will be advised of alternative options. 

Your rating will be checked in the 
normal way and a decision made 
instantly. The agent will then call you 
back to advise you of your status. 
In some cases, you may be required 
to provide further information before 
your status can be continued. 

Once your application has been 
accepted, your agent will book your 
holiday for you. Ydu will be asked 
to pay the holiday insurance pre- 
mium by credit or debit card whilst 


you are on the phone. 

Co-op Travelcare will send confir- 
mation of your holiday booking, 
together with a credit agreement and 
Direct Debit mandate which you will 
be required to sign and return in the 
pre-paid envelope provided. 

if you have the relevant brochure, 
you will find a booking form at the 
back which you must sign and 
return, together with your eight 
tokens in a separate envelope,' to: 
The independent Fly Now Pay 
Later/Co-op Travelcare, Telephone 
Booking Centre, PO Box' 53, New 


Century House, Manchester M60 
4ES. If you do not have a brochure, 
you will be sent a booking form with 
your holiday confirmation. 

if required, you can request a 
credit check at any time prior to 
booking your holiday by phoning 7he 
Independent/Co - op Travelcare num- 
ber, however another check will be 
carried out at the time of booking 
to ensure that there has been no 
change to your status. 

The Easy Payment Plan cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other 
Co-op Travelcare offer. 
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L Offer open only to permanent Uh restderts 
aged IB- 85 years who hae a bank or buldmg 
socreiy account. 

2. A cheqje or credit card wtl be required as 
proof Of address. 

3. Acceptance for owfit is subject to status at 

time of toakjryi 

4. Al ftgns and hoBOays are subject to normal 
avakabftty. 

5. The offer a subject to taking Coop Travefcam 
reuatoe at the time of booking. Rildotafs 
3va4a6*e on request. 

6. The offer 8 only avatabie for boctan^ made 
via The hdependent/Co-op Travelcare hotfina 
number. 

7. Offer spptes to bootags totaling between 
£500 and £2,500. 

8. Hus cflei camot ba used m raqincflon with 
any other co-op Travelcare offer, 

9. Offer apptes to selected terseas ISgus and 
iwftJays from a ranga of tali' operator 
brochures depertng batmen lfl/96 and 
31712/96. 

10. The EasyPaymarrt loan must cover me Ml cost 
ofthehoHaybootaigadudtigiHrtance. 

11. ReosymercmisbemaaebyDeeciDabit. . 

12. Coop Traetean? reserve the n£R to wflHwki 
travel dooments In the evert of nonoByn* 0 * 
of the Easy Payment ban. 

13. A mnenumef three payments or 30fc of the 
hoflday booking cost must be paw t*** “ 
pasture. 

W. m the evert of fata* to proceed wtththo 

OKfit agreement once acwjXBd Sir bbW "* 
agmiMrshal become 
of the aitine/tour operaw's deposit Of &im- 
tanon charges. 

15. kt tha evert of e a iee K dlon Co-o p Trae care 
must be fofamwd «i vmoflg w"*®®** 

IB. Trwefcare reserve the rt^tt ® wthdrsw the of- 
fer without nonce. 

17. Tha mttvWual antma/tnor opaaort terns ana 
awdtoora appfy Swretei«*P , * ,,fletof 
i .. 

IS. Newspaper MMng Pic accept no rasponstt- 
dytar/tSusd of credit Any queries legating 
rat detab offttdw ****& * *** vwh 
by Coop Ttaetore on tftfl nmtxr wood. 

19. Deofttrfhoidwpn»4raRii^tflav^ 


PmmotBT CwpTiweittw, Reg^red Office: 
Cooperative Wtolesafe Sooetv W- FOB® 53. 
New Century House. Manchester; M6G4ES. 






-jtf- 


o~ Verson 
frJmftfur 

v;.U ; «.:v 
upLia^u ' 
IftKWatvfr.-; h:: G'. 

jffcai: Jtl rtjirv .. 

lc V;i-i; V-..- •. 

pWOtVio'!.:l r - ' 

efibera,: J. 

awwai. tfrjci.*-'"- 

•;V : A&*r i.!:~ 

7«W£^^-u>:v : . 

-jicUu;:--- ru'j ;•- . 

ipH'K o: c!; : V 
bS . .- 
fcr’t*5r_ ! :: ^ .1' 

pVici .: -- . . - . 

RoTtfe r«v: i: r ] „■. 
IShc lunnas*-::'* 
p- stern;:..: r-- • - 
jte.dur*::t: 
ab^c ’E--.: H; :-. ■„• ’’ 
^OitdhiO;: 

! :»rinufrt;v 

v.:! 

SfcftJhifiic-.-;. • 

m^AUsr^. :. 


r> ~. 


fSSfe--- 


W- 




JMT 1 V 


mg. 




*- 


Stafar'**- 


' • 1 . •, 


KVA.-V • - 




** ■,■■ >- 


artw**'* 




id***' 


HE INDEPENPe^ WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY 3 FEBRUARY 1996 



11 


books 


Entrancing the passers-by 

He was a genius afflicted by guilt and opium. But metaphysics got him in the end. By Lachlan Mackirinon 


The Life of Samuel Taylor Coleridge: A critical biography by Rosemary Aslrton, Blackwell, £25 



ost readers now only remember 
Coleridge for two works, “Kubla 
Khan and “The Rime of the 
Ancient Manner”, probably written 
in 1797 and 1798 respectively. His 
■ was not, though, a meteoric career 
ending in early death. A generation older 
than Shelley, Keats and Byron, he outlived 
Uiem all. Much of his best poetry is too lit- 
tle known: his political and religious thought 
has a persistent but subterranean influence 
and bis critical writing still colours the whole 
way in which we think about literature. 

Coleridge’s precocious brilliance was 
evident when he was a boy at Christ’s Hos- 
pital. Charles Lamb, who was at school with 
him, described how the “casual passer” 
would “stand still, entranced with admira- 
tion” as “the inspired charity-bov" unfolded 
classical philosophy and poetry to his 
friends. Rosemary Ashton brings out well 
the trauma which underlay this self-assur- 
ance, an effective nine-year separation 
from his west country family: he was sent 
to school at nine, after his father's death, 
and hardly went home again. 

At Cambridge, Coleridge seemed des- 
tined for high achievement but, burdened 
by debts, he ran away to join the army under 
the name S3as Tomkyn Comberbache. Res- 
cued by his elder brother George, Coleridge 
fell in with the poet Robert Southey. 

Southey wanted to set up a commune in 
America, a scheme called Ftontisocracy. Part 
of the scheme was that Southey and 
Coleridge were to many sisters. Coleridges 
marriage to Sara Firicker. with whom he had 
almost nothing in common, was a disaster - 
which dogged the rest of his life. 

Now set up as a radical poet and speaker 
in Bristol, Coleridge attracted the attention 
of local and metropolitan intellectuals, but 
his life was transformed by his meeting 
William Wordsworth. Within a fairly short 
time, the two men were collaborating on the 
volume Lyrical Ballads . the publication of 
which in 1798 is usually taken as the start 
of the revolution we call English Roman- 
ticism. This should have been the beginning 
of Coleridge’s major phase, but as a poet 
he was almost finished by 1803. He con- 
tinued to write, but never so well as in his 
golden early years, when he produced 
almost a dozen poems of major importance. 

What went wrong? Undoubtedly, 
Coleridge’s addiction to opium played a 
part. He was not, in fact, a taker of veiy 
heavy doses, but the drug weakened his 
will to accomplish the creative tasks he set 
himself. It also exacerbated a pervasive 
sense of non-specific guilt which he had 
felt from youth. Coleridge's self-esteem 
was badly dented by meeting Wordsworth, 
a far more assured and single-minded 
character. His feeling that Wordsworth 
was a far better poet than himself was 
dispiriting, although Wordsworth in fact 
owed a great deal poetically to Coleridge. 



Opium dreamer: Coleridge, etched by 
Lowenstere. and the ‘ghastly crew’ of his 
imagination. From Gustav Core's illustrations 
to ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner* (1888) 

Marital unhappiness certainly did not 
help. Coleridge’s family and friends laid 
most of the blame, though, on his inter- 
est in philosophy, his determination to be 
a metaphysician. Rosemary Ashton seems 
to support this view. 

Certainly, after 1803 most of Coleridge’s 
work was in prose. From an increasingly 
conservative perspective, Coleridge wrote 
until his death in 1834 about poetiy, poli- 
tics, philosophy, religion and himself. The 
most famous of his later books, Biographia 
Literaria (1817), contains, amongst other 
things, some of the a cutest critical attention 
Wordsworth has ever received and the 
most teasing yet penetrating definition 
that exists of what the Romantics under- 
stood by “imagination”. 

Coleridge also contributed to the devel- 
opment of conservative thought about the 
relations between church and state, became 
one of the four or five pre-eminent read- 
ers Shakespeare has had, and bequeathed 
us the notion of the “clerisv”, the nearest 
thing to an English intellectual class. The 
latter notion influenced Matthew Arnold in 
particular, while Coleridge’s creation of 
“practical criticism’’ has, through LA. 
Richards, T.S. Eliot and ER. Leavis, dom- 
inated the teaching of English literature in 
schools and universities until nearly the pre- 
sent day. At the moment, the rage is for lit- 
erary theory and Coleridge is again a pre- 
curs*. The models new are French, but his 
work on German philosophy and aesthet- 
ics was of equal, if not greater, depth. 

The problem here is that Coleridge at 
some points was guilty of plagiarism, and 
this vice is oaly one to add to many others. 
Supported through his life by friends, he 
never had to earn a living and never showed 
financial responsibility. He contributed to 
the decay of his marriage by neglecting his 
wife and children. He could, as Professor 
Ashtou says, have been a model parent, but 



he was too much away. He analysed his own 
weaknesses unsparingly but was impotent 
to overcome them. Virginia Woolf wrote of 
him that “Dickens would need to be dou- 
bled with Henry James, to be trebled with 
Proust, in order to convey the complexity 
and the conflict of a Pecksniff who despises 
his own hypocrisy, of a Micawber who is 
humiliated by his own humiliation.” It is 
brave of Professor Ashton to quote these 
words, for this biography is sadly lacking in 
empathy with its subject, whom she keeps 
rebuking for immaturity. 

Professor Ashton’s remarks on 
Coleridge’s poems are briskly conventional. 
She conveys little sense of the richness that 
they possess at their best, and her critical 
remarks are further vitiated by her tacit 
acceptance that philosophy was Coleridge’s 


poetic undoing. His great poems are, in fact, 
informed throughout by philosophical con- 
cerns about the problems of morality and 
of knowledge. To ignore this is to underrate 
them. Equally, as critic and as thinker, he 
was always motivated by philosophical con- 
cerns: he was not a great philosopher, but 
without aiming in this direction he might 
never have done anything else. 

It may be that a true “critical biography” 
of Coleridge is impossible. As Rosemary 
Ashton herself observes, nobody has done 
the reading Coleridge did. None the less, 
to understand Coleridge at all we must see 
that his life was finally a unity, and although 
this book is extremely useful for factual ref- 
erence it cannot explain wby its apparently 
self-dissipating subject should matteT to us 
now as much as he does; 


All you need to know about 
tlie books you meant to read 


by Gavin Griffiths 



This week: THE CANTERBURY TALES (1386-1400) 

by Geoffrey Chaucer 


Chaucer’s late master- 
piece is a collection of 
verse fictions written in a 
protean array of styles and 
genres. One hundred and 
sixteen were planned, but 
only 23 completed. 

Plot In the General Pro- 
logue. the poet presents 
himself as an observant 
bore travelling with a 
group of “sundry folk bv 
aventure (chance) yfalle'/ 
In fdaweshjp" on a pil- 
grimage to Becket’s shrine 
in Camerbuiy. 

The innkeeper Harry 
BaiJJy suggests that, to 
keep themselves amused, 
the pilgrims, who are both 
socially representative and 
a rag-bag. should swap 
stories - and the most 
edifying or entertaining 
will earn a free meal. 
Each tale reflects upon 
the character of the teller. 
The “parfit gentil” knight 
tells the first and longest: 
a highly patterned courtly 
narrative of two friends 
who fall in love with the 
same girl, which is 
resolved with the death of 
ODe of the lovers in an 
elaborate tournament. 
The Miller then presents 
his own idiosyncratic ver- 
sion of the “two boys and 
a girl” theme, except that 
his tale ends not in death 
but with a hot iron up the 
bottom. The pilgrims con- 
tinue their exchange of 
noble, smutty, religious 
stories as Harry Bailly 
struggles to maintain an 
aesthetic and social cohe- 
sion. 

The sequence ends with 
the parson's serious expo- 
sition of God’s purpose as 
revealed by Christian 
theology. As the Parson 
examines the Seven 
Deadly Sins, the reader is 
forced to reconsider the 
pilgrims and the nature of 
their ultimate destination. 

Thame: The pilgrimage of 
life. Pride, avarice, anger, 
lust etc hinder our 
progress towards salva- 
tion. Conversely, sin 
makes people different 
from each other, makes 
them human, and there- 


fore more fitting for God's 
grace. Chaucer’s comedy 
is his tolerant recognition 
of humanity’s failings: his 
irony is the realisation that 
humanity’s earthly aspira- 
tions are absurd. 

Style: The rhyming pen- 
tameters ‘encompass with 
equal facility both the 
stilted properties of the 
Prioress and the rougher 
expressive powers of the 
Summoner and the Friar. 
Chaucer is astonishingly 
versatile. He can wield an 
epic simile as deftly as he 
can blow a raspberry. 

Chief strengths: Chaucer 
used every available form: 
bawdy fabliau, courtly 
romance, beast fable, ser- 
mon. epic, saint’s life ... No 
poem in the language 
shows such variety cou- 
pled with such white- 
knuckled intellectual grip. 
Despite working within 
the enclosed system of 
Christian doctrine, 
Chaucer does not indulge 
in praise or blame. The 
final judgement will come 
from God and the reader 
who rushes to condemn is 
tripped by the webs of 
irony. 

Chief weaknesses: The harsh 
realities of disease and 
poverty are excluded from 
Chaucer's picture of 
medieval life: Langland’s 
long poem Piers Plowman 
has the advantage here. 

What they thought of it then: 
Chaucer's fellow poets 
(now sunk into oblivion) 
rattle with praise. Lydgate 
called him “my master”, 
Hoccleve believed him 
“the first finder of our fair 
language”. 

Wbat we think of it now: Polit- 
ical, feminist and theolog- 
ical analyses are loosening 
the "merrie England” 
cosiness that has stifled 
Chaucerian studies 

Responsible tor: The stabil- 
ising of the English lan- 
guage and the creation of 
the very idea of “Eaglish 
literature". 


Loud hailers and currant rolls 

The female poets of the Auden generation hummed a different tuna By Kate Clanchy 

Women’s Poetiy of the 1930* A critical anthology ed by Jane Dotvson, Roirtledge, £8.99 


T his book is worth buying for the 
potted biographies ajone, for 
the women poets of the Thirties 
lead, apparently without excep- 
tion, sensational lives. 

Mary McCrory, for example, 
had 27 affairs and an annulled 
marriage before she changed her 
name to Valentine Ackland and 
took up poetry and Sylvia 
Townsend Warner. Naomi Mitchi- 
son, now 99, was the only girl at 
the Dragon School, propounded 
open marriage in 1916 and found 
her greatest satisfaction in being 
tribal mother to the Bakgatla 
tribe of Botswana. Dorothy 
Wellesley, Duchess of Wellington, 
was used by Vita Sackville-West 
and Virginia Woolf to kindle jeal- 
ousy between them. Anna Wick- 
ham’s husband sent her. to a 
lunatic asylum when he heard her 
poems were to be published - but 
what she really regretted was her 
frustrated career as an opera 

SU ?couId go on, through dashes to 
Spain in ambulances, love man- 
gles in country houses, small 
magazines and Bloomsbury flats - 
enough materia! for a dozen 
gorgeously costumed and family 
prurient BBC dramas. Jane 
Dowson's immaculate research 
has undoubtedly discovered 20 
brave and unconventional indi- 
viduals who wished to be remem- 
bered as poets. Whether she has 
rediscovered good poetry is. oi 
course, another question. _ 
Dowson herself is a literary 
theorist, which means she can 
avoid using a value judgement like 
“good” in favour of a more neu- 
tral wish.^to exert pressure on our 
understanding of the poetry of the 
30s”, and “to strengthen the fem- 
inist project which rejects the 
language of centrality and domi- 
nance in favour of diversity and 


difference”. The mere existence 
and title of the book, however, 
poses a challenge to, and evokes 
the ghosts of. Auden, MacNeice 
and Spender. 

Dowson is particularly keen to 
illustrate that women can, like 
these poets, “interrogate national 
and international affairs”, and 
therefore includes a large number 
of poems on the great concerns of 
the Thirties - the Civil War in 
Spain, poverty, impending war. 
Unfortunately, it is precisely in 
this area that the poems seem 
weakest, and the ghosts of their 
male counterparts strongest. It is 
hard for example, to read Vita 
Sackville-West on September 
1939 - “Nothing remains but 
active faith / and courage of a 
high despair / in moments when 
we grow aware f Of noble death 
that is not death” - without 
remembering the grand bitter 
sweep, the “ironic points of light”, 
of Auden’s poem of the same 
title and concluding that Vita 
should have stuck to gardening. 

Similarly, though Sylvia 
Townsend Warner writes accom- 
plished and evocative pieces on 
Spain, they pale by the inevitable 
comparison with Auden’s arro- 
<ranU absurd, bul stirring “Spain”, 
or MacNeice’s sensual, musical 
memories of the country in 
Autumn Journal. But then young 
men always have been better at 
grasping public rhetoric than 
women, ft’s a question of confi- 
dence - it does not occur to mem- 
bers of the master-gender to ques- 
tion their authority to comment 
on another country’s war. They 
know that platforms and loud- 

hailers are made for lhem ; 

The best poems in the volume 
leave the posturing to the boys. 
Elizabeth Daryush and.Fram.es 
Cornford construct, in immacu- 


late metrics, delicate domestic 
scenes with some of the mysteri- 
ous. dissonant charge of Emily 
Dickinson's best work. Daryush's 
“Children of Wealth”, for exam- 
ple, will “wake to horror’s wreck- 
ing fire - your home / is wired 
within for this, in every room”, 
while Cornford describes sudden, 
unexplained absence in an 
ordered house “You had to go / 
Who always liked to stay / Before 
Lousia sliced the currant roll / and 
rearranged the zinnias in a bowl”. 

Cornford and Daryush depict 
rather than declare, murmur 
rather than lecture, deliberately 
avoid rhetoric and the declarative 
voice. In this, though, is their 
originality, and, far more than in 
the more overtly public poems, 
their challenge to the capon. Ste- 
vie Smith carried the challenge to 
rhetoric one step further in her 
absurdist echoes, her continual 
ironic adopting of other voices. 
The voice in “Portrait”, for exam- 
ple, is “tongue-tied and shy” - “It 
really is tantalising / And after all 
the Education I’ve had / Surpris- 
ing. / There's nothing I’d rather 
say / Than something Edifying 
and Unusual." Smith’s refusal to 
make up the “Edifying and 
Unusual” prevented her from 
writing epics called “Spain”, and 
from being perceived as part of 
the literary movements of the 
decade in which she accomplished 
so much of her work. 

This volume may not present 
serious rivals to Auden and Mac- 
Neice in the realm of public 
affairs, but it does remind us that, 
even if the boys did outrun the 
pack and sing the loudest 
anthems, women such as Smith 
and Cornford were in the same 
space, bul tranquilly off in the 
outfield somewhere, humming an 
entirely different tune. 


Tales of the Vienna woods 

From Charlemagne to Kurt Waldheim, tire history of Austria is a nasty chronicle. By Edward Pearce 

The Austrians, A Thousand Year Odyssey by Gordon Brook-Shepherd, HarperCoJJins, £25 


ITrst, this is not “A Thousand 
pYear Odyssey.” We move 
I from Charlemagne to Met- 
temich in 52 pages. The text 
proper runs from Franz Josef s 
accession to 1994. But “A Hun- 
dred and Forty-Six Year 
Odyssey" lacks impact. Don't 
blame Mr Shepherd. I wrote a 
book about the quite douce 
1992 election, and a hype- in tox- 
ica Led lady subtitted it, “The 
fiercest election battle ever 
fought”. Truth, among publish- 
ers, is prized only above literacy. 

But no publisher wrote this 
footnote about Franz Ferdi- 
nand: “"King George and Queen 
Mary had a private reason for 
sorrow over the Archduke's 
death. Only seven months 
before, in November, 1913, 
Francis Ferdinand had notched 
up a great protocol triumph by 
being invited to Windsor Castle 
with Sophie for a pheasant 
shoot. (Renowned sportsman 
though be was, he found Eng- 
land’s equally renowned high 
pheasants hard to cope with at 
first.)” 

When Shepherd couples that 
long social cringe with a dedi- 
cation, “To the memory of 
‘Nata,' Princess Natalia Hohen- 
lohe-SchilJ ingsfirsL a true Aus- 
trian and a much loved friend,” 
frankly, you expect a worse book 
than this is. 

There is indeed quite a lot of 
Richard Wattis’s Foreign Office 
man from 77ie Prince and the 
Showgirl walking backwards 
from a Serene Ducal Highness 
in this study. But Mr Shepherd 
tries to be fair. His tendresse for 
Habsburgs and nobility does 
not distort a largely melancholy 
chronicle. 

Honest by its deferential 
lights, the book should only be 
read in conjunction with Use 


Barea’s superb history. Vienna 
which chronicles working-class 
Favoriten and Ottakring. as well 
as the Schocnbrunn. 

Even here, disillusion keeps 
breaking into the Barbara Cart- 
land impulses. Apparently the 
root cause of the deaths at 
Mayerling was gonorrhoea. 
That lower-middle class vene- 
real disease, lacking the 
grandeur of syphilis, apparently 
reduced Crown Prince Rudolf to 
serial pursuit of a suicide part- 
ner. It makes one grateful for 
the Prince of Wales. 

A tougher girlfriend, Mitri 
Caspar, laughed in Rudolfs 
face when in 1888 be suggested 
joint tragedy in the Vienna 
Woods. Bul for Mary Vetsera, 
“a pretty girl of such parvenu 
background.. ..to go to bed with 
the heir to the throne was the 
peak of romance, to go to her 
death with him was to scale an 
even higher pinnacle.” (Irony 
and Richard Wbnis seem to be 
battling it out in that sentence). 

If he is a snob, Mr Shepherd 
is a civilised snob. He detests the 
Nazis, and tries vaguely to be 
fair to the socialists. But if Franz 
Schunmeier, the moving spirit 
and teacher of the workers, 
doesn’t rate a mention among 
all those Counts, his vision is 
one-eyed. Again, he shouldn't 
castigate the socialists’ unruli- 
ness in parliament in the Twen- 
ties without pointing out that 
they were starting from scratch 
on a democracy the Habsburgs 
never let past the Rathaus. 

Inspector Bretschneider. in 
The Good Soldier Schweik, 
hauls an innkeeper off to jail for 
saying that the flies had left their 
marks on the Emperor’s por- 
trait, was a good Austrian. So 
loo was Engelbert Dollfuss, who 
smashed the workers with 



Sharpshooter: the Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand in 1901 

troops. Here Mr Shepherd is 
uneasy but exculpatory. A 
handy, if violent, corrective are 
the reports of Hugh Gaitskcll, 
who was in the thick of it in the 
mid-Thirties and was revolted by 
what be saw. 

Shepherd has some sensible 
heroes, such as Stephen Tisza 
with his instinct against war in 
1914, and Leopold Figl, the 
geniaL post-war Chancellor 
(from the anti-Nazi minority of 
Christian Socialists). But good 
guys are for contrast Austria is 
as awful as fascinating - ringed 
by Slavs, some hating, some 
joining (and hating other Slavs) 
- and responding to German 
mastery with a voyeur’s rever- 
ence for the ability to smash and 
conquer. Vienna was a multi- 
racial society all right raising 
anti-Semitism to levels unknown 
in north Germany. 

The Church judged and was 
judged at the Anschluss, when 
Cardinal Innitzecsaid: “It is an 
obvious duty for we Bishops to 
declare ourselves as Germans 
for the German Empire, and we 


expect that all faithful Christians 
will also know what they owe to 
iheir people.” As for the Habs- 
burgs, they were the original 
selfish gene. The Imperial and 
Royal family judged everything 
for its Habsburg-friendly quali- 
ties. Witness the response of 
Franz Josef when Karl Luegere 
was elected Major of Vienna in 
1895, The Emperor vetoed hint, 
“persuaded that Lueger was 
nothing better than a dangerous 
demogogue.” But meeting him 
after another electoral victory, 
Franz “soon recognised in the 
handsome, black-bearded ora- 
tor precisely the “black-yellow” 
populist whom the dynasty- 
needed in its capital.” Is he a 
dangerous demagogue for me? 

Luegere was a mixed evil. 
Incorruptible and energetic in 
social polity, he spouted a crass 
anti-semitism without belief 
because that was how you got 
elected in Vienna. And he was 
elected every time. There is a 
horrible Austrian continuity not 
always served by such insincer- 
ity. After 1945, early opinion 
polls showed 33-40 per cent 
assent to the proposition that 
Nazism was a good idea badly 
carried out. Last year, after 40 
years of recovery, 22 per cent 
voted for the not-quite-not-fas- 
cism of Haider. But then Adolf 
Hitler was also, quite as much as 
Princess Von Hohenlohe- 
SchiUingsfirst. “a true Austrian/' 
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Black humours 


Canadian peer to Telegraph mogul. Robert Winder 
contemplates the earner of a kitten drowner 



flyone attempting a biography of a 
press baron is to some extent engaged 
l ? D a lengthy job interview. Perhaps this 
' why the careers of the Murdochs, 
veils and Blacks of this world are 
frequently narrated - not many 
journalists (and publishers) take the trouble 
to produce books about, say, the world’s great 
biscuit moguls. Perhaps, too, this is why such 
biographies tend to be either fawning or 
vitriolic: it is axiomatic to some that news- 
paper magnates are heroic visionaries of the 
media age, while to others it is just as clear 
that they are ruthless, venal crooks. 

Richard Siklos, in this unflamboyant life 
of Conrad Black (who owns the Telegraph, the 
Spectator, the Jerusalem Post, and some 500 
other newspapers worldwide) inclines to the 
former view. He is thorough, respectful and 
only slightly sycophantic. He buys heavily into 
the myth of Black as a man of destiny - a lat- 
te rday Citizen Kane. He does not deny that 
his subject’s wheeler-dealer style has left him 
open to criticism - as when, for instance, he 
sold £12.5 milli on of Telegraph shares imme- 
diately before cutting the price of the paper, 
a move which shattered the value of the 
shares. But he seems to assume, like Black, 
that criticism just goes with the territory - 
there will be always be moaning minnies. 

Biographies of serial killers always start 
with a few childhood scenes showing the 
subject secretly killing the family cat or 
drowning the canary - classic psychological 
profiling. Business biographies prefer to 
linger on their subject’s early obsessions with 
military heroes. By the age of 17, Black had 
a large library of warlike books, and could 
recite fleet tonnages and armaments at will 
(“his favourite book,” Siklos reports breath- 
lessly, as if he can sense the tremor of fate, 
“was Napoleon and his Marshals''). 

Certainly. Black approached some of the 
companies he acquired with what 17th-cen- 
tury historians would call a “swathe of 
destruction’' policy. When Conrad and his 
brother took over the Canadian grocer 
Dominion Stores in 1978, it had 25,000 
employees and 370 shops. By 1984 there were 
just 40 stores left One newspaper awarded 
Black “self-inflicted corporate enema of the 
year" award. 

Similarly, when Black took over the 
Telegraph in 1985, he inherited an annual loss 
of £16.7 million, and set about - in his own 
fetching phrase - “drowning the kittens". The 
paper he bought had 3,900 employees; six 
years later there were only 1000. But the Tele- 
graph turned a £29 million profit in 1988 and 
£415 million in 1989. The £67 million invest- 
ment was entirely recouped in five years. It 
was, he said later, with typical Black humour, 
“not the son of deal you get two of in a life- 
time.” 

Siklos does succeed in capturing Black’s 
attractive side - his lordly and impatient wit. 
Shortly after his marriage to Barbara AmieL, 
he conceded that she had upgraded his 


Shades of Blade 
by Richard Sildos 
Heinemann, £20 


dress sense and talked him out of his fond- 
ness for Romanian suits. “She admires all 
fugitives from communism,” he said, “but 
does not consider Romanian tailoring to be 
the best that's available.” When they were 
doing up their glitty Hampstead mansion, he 
did away with a kitsch “environmental cham- 
ber” which could blow hot or cold winds in 
your face. “It's not my style,” he said, “ to 
sit there trying to simulate a South Sea 
island.” 

Black has a good line in good lines, though 
Siklos does not remark on the slightly bully- 
ing snap behind many of them. Black is one 
of those men who prides himself on his forth- 
rightness. “I’ve never minded a good verbal 
punch-up ” What this seems to mean, in prac- 
tice, is that Black enjoys being rude about 
others - he has an endearing habit of writ- 
ing sharp letters to his own papers - while 
reserving the right to sue those who are rude 
about him. Even Siklos is forced to refer to 
the “libel chill” around Black. “It's a profit 
centre for me,” chuckles the magnate. Oddly, 
Black did not sue the magazines who referred 
to him as Canada's most eligible bachelor in 
1978, even though at the time he had a wife 
and child. 

Obviously, the book lacks an ending - the 
story is not over yet. Siklos takes his leave 
with a classic watch-this-space gasp: “The 
goal,” he writes, “is invincibility, it not 
immortality.” It is hard to believe anyone 
could seriously save this idiotic line uadi last. 
Perhaps he thought it was a sly -dig - that hint 
of hubris. If so, it's a fair point. Black ends 
up sounding like a Charles Kane wannabe, 
whose snappy airs feel brittle despite his great 
wealth and power. He acts and talks like the 
biggest beast in the jungle, but there’s a big 
cool cat out there called Rupert Murdoch, 
whose sheer size makes Black look like an 
imposter. 

Besides, for British readers the whole book 
is in a sense beside the point, since it has no 
interest in a huge, if parochial, question. How 
come two brassy and brilliant high-achievers 
from Australia and Canada have fought a 
long, fierce and seemingly personal dual for 
supremacy with Britain’s newspapers? Last 
year’s price-cutting war - a game of chicken 
for tycoons - cost the Telegraph alone £25 
million in lost revenues in 1994, and the fall- 
out from the feud has tightened belts, nerves, 
and arteries in all other newspapers (espe- 
cially this one). Is this a happy story about a 
great guy? It might be fun to watch cocks 
fighting, but not when it’s our house they’re 
smashing to bits in the process, not when it's 
our kittens they re drowning. 



Disaster at Cold 
comfort ferme 

Love, death and Wodehousian frags inform a 

Frenchified novel By Louise Doughty 


Like a notrie patriarch contemplating destiny, Jerry Garcia plays guitar in a field of core to- 
wards the end of his life. Starting as banjo-playing talkie, he metamorphosed into tire 
crepe-haired, perms- stoned “Captain Trips”, the guru of Haight Ashbury at the start of the 
hippie revolution, then the profusely bearded and bearlike lead guitarist of the Grateful 
Dead and on to be tin craggy, ancient mspirer of several thousand lost Deadheads. His 
spaced-ont odyssey is charted in 'Garcia' (Little Brown, £20.00). 


T he terro “Pinteresque” has 
long been a critical by-word 
for a certain sort of dramatic 
writing: terse, elliptical, saying 
a great deal with very few 
words. I would like to suggest 
a word which means the dia- 
metric opposite as applied to 
die British (no, English) novel: 
Brookneresque. Helen Steven- 
son’s second book. Windfall , is 
a deal too Brookneresque, 
which is a great pity. At her 
best, Stevenson demonstrates 
acute insight into the nuances 
of human behaviour. At her 
worst, she is verbose and mean- 
dering. 

In a French farmhouse, a 
young woman is convalescing 
after the death of a lover. 
Elizabeth is a Brookner char- 
acter down to her perfect pink 
"fmgemaBs, waftmg about in tea 
dresses like a “Jamesian hero- 
ine, a woman who has allowed 
herself no feelings”. Her lover. 
Will, was a man who rolled his 
shirtsleeves “DJFL Lawrence- 
style”. After nine months of 
mutual passion he has disap- 
peared without trace - until, 
that is, his ashes turn up at a 
solicitor’s office with a note 
saying that Elizabeth must scat- 
ter them. 

The early stages of the book 
chart their affair, along with 
Elizabeth’s relationship with 
the handsome, married Mark, 
who is none too pleased to be 
abandoned for Will. The first 
hundred pages are desperately 
slow and mawkish. Elizabeth 
has been allowed no feelings, 
it seems, as a short cut to mak- 
ing her seem enigmatic. 

Redemption for this section 
comes in the form of the nar- 
rator. Marguerite, the old lady 
who owns the farm house 
where Elizabeth is staying. 
Marguerite is much more fun 
that her pale guest. She is bit- 
ter and funny - and prone to 
lettingVmost anybody stay in 
her house as long as they look 
like a bona fide emotional dis- 
aster area. One by one, more 
casualties arrive. Aiden Good- 
man is a schoolteacher on the 
run from his attraction to one 
of his pupils, the sluttish but 
psychic Alicia. Christian is 
Marguerite’s adoptive son, a 
pavement artist who has picked 
up a shaven-headed model in 
Paris who is married to a 


Windfall 

by Helen Steienson . 
Sceptre, £1 6-99 

vicious film director — and so 
on. 

The best sections of the 
novel are those concerning 
Aiden, who could be seen as a 
male equivalent of Elizabeth 
were it not for the streak ol 
snobbish nastiness which runs 
through his character. Steven- 
son is great at nastiness. When 
Alicia and a school friend gig- 
gle at Aiden in the classroom 
he lifts his head and pretends 
to be “insensible to the peek 
and worry of this tainted little 
world.” He. is a wonderful 
character, stiffly unpleasant 
and horribly convincing. 

Throughout the book, there 
are sudden flashes of intelli- 
gence which make it clear tha 
Stevenson has real potential 
At night-time, the frogs i 
Marguerite’s garden give cat 
“irregular chuckles, as thoup 
reading Wodehouse tucked ^ 
in the flower beds". In a ral* 
way station bar, Mark gulpsai 
a frill pint of beer, “the fist 
gulp of the glass that always 
looks, thought Elizabeth, Uks a 
precaution, to stop things 
spilling over. There were some) 
things that all men did the 
same.” A description of a solic- 
itor trying to mop up the tea hej 
has spilt over his desk is « 
perfect, set-piece paragraph 
The novel is scattered with] 
such gems. 

The problems lie in the nar- 
rative style and plot construc- 
tion. The point of view swing? 
wildly from character to char- 
acter and the reader can never 
be quite sure why they are 
hearing from this partial la 
individual at any given time. 
Towards the end, there is mort 
in the way of event - someone 
falls down a mountain, a chile 
is conceived. These incident 
do not seem at all literal bu 
they don’t appear to represen 
mudi either - they are neithej 
realistic nor truly symbolic) 
The overall impression is of ar 
author of undeniable talen 
who has yet to find the righ 
story to tell. 


Paperbacks 



Reviewed by Emma Hagestadt and Christopher Hirst 



Good Benito by Alan Lightman 
(Sceptre, £5.99) 

Lab technicians headed for the 
bookstores when MJLT professor 
Alan Lightman 's first novel 
Einstein 's Dreams came out His 
second - a sweet nerd-comes-of- 
age story set in surburban 
Memphis - shows that physicists 
too have a heart. Quirky and 
imaginative. But the very short 
sentences. Get on your nerves. 



Spies and Other Secrets by 
Nicholas Bethell (Penguin. £7.99) 

Bethell's extended “war against 
the Soviet System" did not begin 
well His 1970 translation of 
Cancer Ward resulted in libel 
action against Private Eye (he won) 
and an angry disavowal by 
Solzhenitsyn (the edition remains 
in print). Later campaigns on 
behalf of dissidents had happier 
results. More case documentary 
than vivid memoir. 



Aunt Margaret’s Lover by Mavis 
Cheek (Faber, £5.99) 

On the death of her sister (whose 
body has eaded up scattered all 
over the motorway) Margaret 
Percy selflessly devotes her life to . 
caring for her niece. Then at the 
age of 39, decides it is time for a 
romantic adventure of.her own. A 
little high on the *Tm nearly 40 
and wearing a short skirt!” factor, 
but a yam well spun none the less. 



A Dishonoured Society by John 
Follain (Warner, £8.99) 

A soberly related, gore-spattered 
indictment of the M afia, Id thrall 
to the Sicilian saying “Blood 
washes blood”, the Cosa Nostra 
(as it is known to insiders) is 
obsessed by vengeance and deeply 
conservative - men whose mothers 
or sisters have had a lover are 
excluded - yet earns £5 billion a 
year from chugs alone and seems 
impervious to state control. 





The Love Letter by Cathleen 
Schine (Sceptre, £5.99) 

The residents of Pequot, New 
England, live in picture postcard 
white clapboards, jqg on the 
beach and frequent Helen 
MacFarquar's bookstore. Captive 
to Helen’s charms is a handsome 
college student and sure enough, 
150 pages on, we are treated to 
pasta and some Mrs Robinson- 
type sex. Enjoyable schmaltz. 



AttOa, King of (he Hons by Patrick 
Howaith (Constable, £9.95) 

Enjoyable racy account of the 5th 
century nomad leader - a decent 
sort of chap apparently - who 
conquered a vast swathe of the 
Roman Empire from Orleans to 
Constantinople. Attila ruled for 
just eight years, dying not in war 
but of a burst arteiy sustained on 
his honeymoon night. A colourful 
cast of eunuchs and princesses 
emerges from this obscure period. 



A Child of Air by Alan Clews 
(Headline, £5.99) 

Alan Clews's first aovel is an old- 
fasbioned ghost story of rolling 
mists, Scottish lairds, and 
something nasty behind the 
curtains. Returning to the remote 
village of Millarston for a family 
funeral, the book's narrator finally 
discovers the identity of the figure 
who haunted his childhood 
dreams. Cue roaring fires. 





WILL SELF 
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Aspects of Aristocracy by David 
Cannadine (Penguin, £7.99) 

Impeccably sourced and 
researched, Cannadine's essays on 
the upper orders are fuelled by a 
deep distaste for the nostalgia and 
snobbery which permeate Britain 
today (he notes how our national 
airline calls business class “Club”). 
The reassessment of reputations is 
effective with, amongst others, 
Curzon and Churchill emerging in 
less than flattering lighL 


Grey Area by Will Self (Penguin, 
£6.99) 

Will Self, like John Updike, is the 
kind of writer women shouldn't 
spent too much time around. In 
his second collection of short 
stories, his cold eye ponders with 
clinical detachment their chaffing 
tights and dirty M & S underwear. 
Men will love these slick stories. 
Women will consider them a lot 
more cock and bull. 



Letters to a Young Politician by 
Alister McAlpine (Faber, £6.99) 


A curious espistolaiy concoction 
based on Machiabel'fi: a wordly- 
wise, cynical old hack dishes out 
political advice to his thrusting 
nephew who turns out to be even 
more cynical than he is. The pols 
loved its purring, in-the-know 
tone. It reveals much about the 
machinations of Westminster, but 
few outsiders will be able to read 
far without feelings of nausea. 


Audiobooks 



Tl» Colour of Magic 
read by Nigel Planer 

Poets tor Pleasure 
read by Ntcol 
Williamson, Douglas 
Hodge, T.R McKenna 

_ Terry Pratchett’s Disc- 
world novels could so easily be 
overplayed for laughs but Nigel 
Planer gets it absolutely right on file 
first unabridged recording of Hie 
Colour of Magic (Isis Audio Books, ' 
7hrs, £19.99). Fairly good abridged 
Discworld tapes are available from 
Corgi-, but Pratchett’s books are 
short enough and the jokes good 
enough to hear in full. 

Poetry is perfect material for 
audiotapes: easy to assimilate in 
bite-size chunks on sbort car jour- 
neys or at bedtime. Poets for Plea- 
sure (Hodder Headline. 4 hrs, 
£17.01) has Nicol Williamson 
sounding a shade after-Iunchish as 
he reads Blake, but Douglas Hodge 
does wonders for Keats and 
McKenna gives a crisp freshness to 
Yeats. 

Christina Hardyment 


Who’s reading whom? 


Jeremy Isaacs has 
been sizing up Mis 
Jordan's Profession by 
Claire Tomalin 
(Penguin) 


rs Jordan, actress, mistress to the 
Duke of Clarence (to whom she 
bore 10 illegitimate children), 
enthralled and delighted audiences 
throughout her professional life 
and was endowed with such per- 
sonality and such voice that man- 
agers fought to have her perform 
in their theatres. Claire Tbmalin’s 
book is particularly enlightening 
about theatre management in the 
18th century where word of mouth 
was ail in publidsing productions. 
Striking too is the way impressar- 
ios listened closely to their audience 
about what was to be put on and 
who was to appear in it 
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years, 6.70% for 3 years, max loan 95%. new and existing borrowers. ■■■ 


Simple Question. 
Bui whoi’s the answer? 


If you've got savings then you're 
probably paying more tax than you 
need to - to give you some idea, the 
inland Revenue generates around 
two billion pounds a year this way. 
Our booklet, written by independent 
journalists, takes you through some tax 


basics end explains how you can reduce 
tax through schemes such as Personal 
Equity Plans. TESSAs and personal 
pensions. Its available free of charge 
From any Midland branch or by calling us on 

# 0800 65 65 65 


How to be a winner in 

In the increasingly fierce war to provide home loans, an eye for a bargain can help slash 
hundreds of pounds off the cost of your mortgage. Nic Cicutti looks at the background to the 
battle, spells out what it means for you and highlights the most attractive deals on offer 

A smell of cordite is wafting own camp-followers from deserting For you, it means a careful assess- handed out, as one society aftei 

across the mortgage battle- to the other side. For millions of bor- mentofyour individual position; an another prepares to lioar on tne 
field, as lenders fire fresh rowers, die question is different: if eye for a bargain can help slash him- stock market 
broadsides in the increas- there is A mortgage war going on, dreds of pounds off the annual cost Far those soaetiessull weddea-tc 
inely fierce war lo provide how can they win it? What spoils can of your mortgage. the concept of mutuality, or too 

cheap home loans to their they gain out of it? The first thing to understand is small to seek bank status, thesoiu- 

Make no mistake about it, there 
is a war caking place. The victors are 
those lenders able to snaffle away 
customers from under the noses of 
their rivals while' losing the least 
numbers in return. 


The listening Bnnk 

Member HSBC <D> Group 

Midland Bank pic is regulated by the tesonal Investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance, 
pensions and mil trusts. References la taxation are based on our understanding of current legislation and tax 
practice Future clang as in legislation and tax practice could affect the details quoted. AZ/47 


A smell of cordite is wafting 
across the mortgage battle- 
field. as lenders fire fresh 
broadsides in the increas- 
ingly fierce war to provide 
cheap borne loans to their 
borrowers. Uppermost in their 
minds is the question of whether 
they can slash their rates enough to 
win homebuyers into their camp. 
There is a second imperative for 
lenders, that of how to prevent their 


Many happy tax 

returns. 

Holders of 
maturing TESSAs 

can now 
invest up to 

£ 1 5,000 

-f 



Is your TESSA about to come of age? 
We've solved the problem of what to do 
with all that lovely interest . 

Our new TESSA-PEP package lets you 
re-invest your TESSA capital and your 
interest all in one go. IPs a nifty , 
tax-free combination. And right now , if 


you buy a TESSA-PEP, we'll even reduce 
the charges on the PEP by up to £150. 

So call TSB PhoneBank now to 
receive a free guide and your voucher 
worth up to £150. 


0500 758 400 


TSB PEPs are unit trust based PEPs. Th» value ol units and income can go down as well as up and is not guaranteed. On selling units you may receive less 
than your original Investment. PuU written details are available from TSB Unit Trusts Ltd, Charlton Place. Andover. Hampshire SPtO IRE which is regulated by IMRO and 
the Personal Investment Authority and «s a member of AUT1F and the TSB Maifcetng Group. Advice or recommendations relate only to investments of the Group. 
AS references fo tax and tax refcef are based on our understanding of current legislation. If the legislation changes the tax benefits may vary; it wiB depend on your own 
financial circumstances. A TSB TESSA investment is for a 5 year term. Withdrawals in excess of 7Mb of interest earned will result in loss of tax exempt status and the , 
closure ol the account. Not available in the Channel Islands or the Isle ol Man. All calls wifi be recorded and monitored. TSB Bank -pic, Victoria House. 

Victoria Square. Birmingham Bl 1BZ. 
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We wa nt you 
to say 


Yes, I would like to receive more information on bow to re-invest my TESSA money. 

Surname: (Mr/Mrs/Xliss/Ms) F«7w Ndine; 

Address: ..... 


We'd like to contact you from time to time with details about services from TSB and other 
TSB Croup companies if we think they'd interest you. However, if you’d prefer not to be told about these sendees, please tick this box. □ 

Send tot TSB Bank pic, FREEPOST C F4Z44. PO Box 758. Tredegar Park. Newport. Gwent NPl 9YZ. 
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For you, it means a careful assess- 
ment of your individual position; an 
eye for a bargain can help slash hun- 
dreds of pounds off the annual cost 
of your mortgage. 

The first thing to understand is 
why mortgage lenders have been 
forced into a war. There are several 
factors to consider. Probably the 
most significant is the state of the 
housing market House prices have 
collapsed in many areas and are up 
to 25 per cent lower than in the 
heady days of the late 1980s. 

This week’s detailed survey from 
Nationwide highlighted the scale of 
the problem. The building society 
released figures showing that 1.7 mil- 
lion borrowers - one in seven of all 
homebuyers - are in negative equity, 
where their mortgages are greater 
than the value of the property. 
Equally worrying is the fact that for 
one million more borrowers the 
equity in their property - the mar- 
gin between the mortgage and the 
value of the house - is less than 
£3,500. If you fall into this category, 
and want to move, you can’t do so 
without going into the red. 

This block on people’s ability to 
purchase another home, affecting 
one in four of all mortgage-holders, 
is also a tremendous obstacle for 
lenders trying to persuade fresh 
generations of homebuyers into the 
market. Think about it. You save a 
few thousand pounds over the years. 
The money earns you a tidy, though 
not particularly generous, amount of 
interest in a building society account 

Then someone comes to you and 
offers to lend you money to buy a 
pile of bricks that will only fall in 
value over the years. What is more, 
you must also assign the amount you 
have saved up to the same pile. Does 
this seem a good deal to you? 

Hardly surprisingly, the house- 
buying enthusiasm of people in their 
early 20s has gone into dramatic 
reverse in the past five yeais. Every- 
one knows a horror story about a 
friend, or a friend of a friend, who 
bought in 1988 or 1989 and handed 
in their house keys a few years later. 
Although lenders say that things are 
getting better, 1,000 people a week 
are still having their homes repos- 
sessed. Many tens of thousands are 
in heavy arrears, with no hope of 
paying their loans off. 

In the 1980s, mortgage lenders, 
primarily building societies, hardly 
had to worry where their next punter 
came from. All of them were able to 
lend as much as they chose to. Some 
did so with a vengeance and paid the 
price. Nowadays, things are not 
looking so good for them. Far from 
people beating a path to their door, 
they are staying away. In fact, last 
year new house purchases fell to a 
low not seen since the first price col- 
lapse in 1990-91. 

An additional side-effect of the 
prevailing uncertainty in many peo- 
ple’s minds is that they are not so 
keen to speculate in the wide range 
of unit trusts and other investments 
so popular until just a year or two 
ago. The result has been a flood of 
money pouring into building society 
coffers, money which societies are 
desperate to lend again. If only 
there were some takers. 

What is a lender to do? The 
answer is to behave as any other 
business does. If price is seen as one 
of the obstacles preventing people 
from buying, you cut that price. For 
most lenders it means cutting the 
cost of a home loan. Their strategy 
has been helped by the Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. In the past few months, he has 
twice reduced base rates by a total 
of 0.5 per cent. In turn, this has 
allowed lenders to cut the cost of 
their loans. What is significant is that 
they have not only matched Mr 
Clarke pound for pound but have 
slashed their mortgage rates by up 
to 1 per cent since September. The 
effect of this for existing mortgage 
borrowers has been to cut the cost 
of an average £50,000 loan fall by up 
to £40 a month. 

That's not all. De-mutualisation 
fever has gripped millions of mem- 
bers of the top 10 building societies. 

Most of them stand to gain (Tom the 
£15bn share or cash bonanza being 


handed out, as one society after 
another prepares lo float on the 
stock market 

For those societies still weddedto 
the concept of mutuality, or too 
small to seek bank status, the solu- 
tion is to offer their members the 
benefit* that mutuality is supposed 
to bring. This means cheaper mort- 
gages and better savings rates' as 
"loyally bonuses" - basically keep- 
ing their members sweet by forgoing 
a slice of their profits. In tbe case of 
Bradford & Bingley, ir is banding 
back £50m to its members a year by 
cutting 0.25 per cent off its variable 
rate to 7.24 per cent. Yorkshire 
Building Society is handing back 
£20 hl Its own rate now stands at a 
reasonably competitive 7.39 per 
cent. It could be argued that -they 
sbould have done so sooner. Even 
so, the fact that they are moving at 
last is good news for their members. 

The consequence of such bonuses, 
soon to be announced by Nation- 
wide, Britannia, Skipton and just 
about everyone else, has opened an 
intriguing and highly significant new 
front in die mortgage war. By hand- 
ing their profits back to savers and 
borrowers, building societies are in 
effect challenging the “neo-banks” 
to follow. They will almost certainly 
have to if they are to remain com- 
petitive. But for a public company to 
do so means cutting into its profits 
and its shareholders’ dividends. 
Hence the squeals of anguish from 
existing shareholders, who are 
dumping their holdings in Abbey 
National and other banks. A war 
always has some unexpected 
casualties. 

There is a final factor to bear in 
mind - mongages by telephone. In 
the past two years, a number of 
lenders have set up telephone lend- 
ing operations. By cutting out their 
expensive branch networks, they 
can offer the attraction of cheap 
mortgages.Some of these opera- 
tions are bogus. If you call, you will 
be directed back to the society's local 
branch, or the mortgage rate you are 
offered is no different from that 
already available in the high street. 

But in the past week both Brad- 
ford & Bingley and Direct Line, the 
staggeringly successful telephone 
insurance operation, have opened 
hostilities on a new mortgage salient. 
Direct Line started it by dropping its 
variable rate to 6.49 per cent. B&B 
replied within hours, reducing its 
own rate to 6.25 per cent, the cheap- 
est now available. 

Another new telephone lender, 
FirstMortgage, operates slightly dif- 
ferently. It offers a far wider choice 
of loans, ranging from fixed to dis- 
counted rates. It also guarantees that 
after the fixed period ends - in two 
or three years’ time - it will place 
borrowers on to a rate which is one- 
quarter per cent lower than the 
average of that available from the 
top five building societies. 

At present, all of these players are 
minnows. Their combined lending 
last year totalled barely £lbn, com- 
pared with the billions lent by con- 
ventional societies. But just as tele- 
phone insurance was derided 10. 
years ago and now dominates the 
market for motor and household 
cover, telephone mortgages are 
likely to become a key force by die 
end of the decade. 

All these competitive forces are. 
good news for borrowers. They 
mean that in their desperation to . 
attract new business, lenders arc also ■ 
offering a plethora of specia I deals. 

So what kind of loan should you 
go for? The answer is that there is 
no single best mortgage that will suit 
everyone. It depends on your needs 
and where you see the market going 
in the next two years or so, the far- 
thest it is really safe to predict rates 
for. 

The arguments above point to one 
conclusion, which is that mortgages 
are likely to remain at their current 
low levels or to fall further over the 
coming year. The experts believe 
that in a low-inflation climate, and 
with the economy slowing down, the 
pressure will be on Kenneth Clarke 
to keep base rates as low as he can. 
This means that mortgages will also 
stay low. « 
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in the home loans war 


Of course, all such predictions 
must be taken with a pinch of salL 
Barely IS months ago, these same 
experts were confidently predicting 
that interest rates were set to rise up 
to 9 per cent or more. The conse- 
quence of that prediction was that 
it was virtually impossible a year ago 
to fix your mortgage for five years at 
a rate of less than 8.5 per cent 

Let’s assume that this time they 
are right, at least for the next year 
or so. In that case, it makes sense for 
you to opt for a discounted mort- 
gage. This is where a lender cuts sev- 
eral percentage points off the vari- 
able rate and promises to keep that 
discount for, say, two or three years. 
If the variable rate falls, the cost of 
your loan drops by the same amount. 
A two-year gamble on falling rates 
makes eminent sense in such 
circumstances. 

MoneyFacts, which charts all the 
mortgage deals available on the 
market singles out Northern Rock, 
for its discount of 6.25 per cent off 
its variable rate until May 1 997. You 
pay just 1.19 per cent over that 
period. Thereafter you move onto 
the society's variable rate, currently 
7.44 per cent For that you must take 
out Northern Rock's own home and 
contents insurance policies. 

Fkst-time buyers, who tradition- 
ally face difficulties with the cost of 
decorating and famishing then- 
properties, may be attracted by 
another deal from Britannia Build- 
ing Society. This offers a 2.75 per 
cent discount in the first year, giv- 
ing an actual mortgage rate of 4.74 
per cent. However, the society also 
rebates back 3 per cent of the sum 
borrowed, up to £6,000, provides 
free unemployment insurance for 
one year and refunds the valuation 
fee, up to £400. 

Alternatively, FirstMortgage has 
a three-year deal, giving a discount 
of 2-25 per cent on a variable rate of 
7.49 per cent Over two years, the 
discount mounts to 3 25 percent 

Discounts maynot suit everyone 
— especially those -who prefer to 
know exactly how much they rausr 
pay each month rather than cope 
with changing repayments. Coventry 
Building Society this week offered a 
fixed rate of 3.9 per cent over two 
years. Over four years, the rate is 6.7 
per cent. Five-year fixes are priced 
at 6.79 per cent, which is probably 
the cheapest now available. 

One crucial fact to remember is 
that when you take out a fixed err dis- 
counted loan it is usually impossible 
to walk away from it. If rates were 


to fall, or rise, you are tied to that 
mortgage by means of hefty redemp- 
tion penalties of as much as six 
months' 'interest. If you opt for a 
fixed or discounted deal, you will 
incur penalties for several years 
after switching back to the variable 
rate. 

That may not matter. After all, if 
you are re-mortgaging the chances 
are that you were on the variable 
rate anyway. But it may also mean 
that if more tasty deals come up in 
a year's rime, you wfll be excluded 
from applying. The consequence of 
such a decision can be expensive. 
There are still cases of borrowers 
who, frightened by rates at 14 per 
cent plus in the early 1990s, opted 
for five-year deals at 12 per cent 
They have paid heavily for their deci- 
sion. Coventxy does not apply 
redemption penalties at present. 
Nor does FirstMortgage, on some of 
its mortgage products. 

The key point to remember is that 
if the only reason you choose a dis- 
count or a mortgage is because you 
want to gamble on rates, the chances 
are 50-50 that you will be wrong. 

Try thinking of it as a budget plan- 
ning exercise: pick a rate so that you 
know how much your repayments 
will be a few years hence rather than 
taking a punt on the money markets. 

There are two final questions to 
which any prospective homeowner 
wants the answer. Is this the right 
time to buy? And if you buy a 
house, what guarantee is there that 
its value won’t have plummeted 
over the next decade? There isn’t 
one. House prices are at their low- 
est for many years, making them a 
bargain compared to the late 19S0s. 
Mortgages are also low. 

Despite the experts’ confident 
predictions, however- which take in 
pent-up demand, the shortage of 
good house-building land, growing 
□umbers of single-parent families 
and all the rest - the fact is that there 
is simply no way of knowing whether 
the current aversion to home pur- 
chase is a permanent phenomenon 
or if it is working its way out. 
Remember, the experts have all 
been wrong before. . 

If you buy a home, it must be 
because you want a particular type 
of roof over your head rather than 
the rented accommodation you are 
in. In that context, house price rises 
or falls are immaterial If you do 
decide to buy, take care and shop 
around carefully. You are likely to 
end up a winner in the war rather 
than just another casualty. 
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At borne with the Rutledges: Tony Rutledge, his son Paul, 13, and the family dog Max Photograph: Ian Pert 

Case study The Rutledge family 

Tony and Jody Rutledge bought their bouse on the Isle of Wight five years ago with a mortgage from Nationwide - 
but a friendly local insurance broker suggested last month that they should remortgage with Northern Rock and 
lake advantage of a rebate of 6 per cent of the outstanding mortgage, worth in tiwir case more than £2,500. 

There would be no survey fee, and the solicitor's fee of £300 to transfer the mortgage and the arrangement fee of 
£295 could be deducted from the cashback, leaving them with £2,000 dear. 

On the basis that nothing is for nothing, Tony asked a few questions, but the offer seems genuine enough and com- 
pares well with others currently available. j ^ 

They will have to repay the cashback if they want to change tenders again within six years and they will be paying 
Northern Rock’s variable mortgage rate, currently 7.44 per cent This is not the cheapest available - for example, 
Bradford Si Bingfey’s is 6.25 per cent - but the cashback is just as good value and it is upfront 
They could have chosen a 5.25 per cent discount on the interest rate ter a year instead of the 6 per cent cashback, 
but that would reduce the MIRAS tax-relief as wdl as the interest ML The Inland Revenue toyed last year with the 
idea of taring cashbacks but has now accepted that they are not liable to tax. 

Northern Rock’s buildings and contents insurance may not be the best value, but it is not compulsory - and there 
is a 0.25 per cent discount on the mortgage rate if they do take it 


TEN THINGS YOU NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT MORTGAGES 

1. You don't have to buy a property or move house to get a 
mortgage bargain. You simply remortgage and repay your 
old loan. 

2. The best bargain offers will usually lend borrowers only 75 
per cent or less ofvaluation - that’s the value their surveyor 
puts on your property. 

3. Some lenders, especially the telephone-based ones, offer 
loans at standard variable rates below the general market 
rate. 

4. Special offers give a choice between a fixed rote, a 
discount on the normal mortgage rate for a set period, or a 
cash rebate, usually a percentage of your loan. 

5. A fixed-rate mortgage commits you whether variable rates 

rise or fall. 

6. If you accept a special offer you will be penalised if you 
want to move lenders again within a specific time. 

7 The penalty period could well be longer than the cheap 
rate lasts. 

8. Remortgages usually involve other costs, survey fees, 
solicitor's fees, search fees, and compulsory house and 
contents insurance. 

9. If you repay an old loan early it usually pays to do so at 
the end of a month, not the start 

10. Negative equity disqualifies you from most if not all special 
offers. 


For the top rates 
and our free TESSA 
guide call us now. 


0111 -Art 


|CALL NOW ON FR = EPHONc| 

0800 526 092 
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Like all proud grandparents you will, no doubt, want to be able 
j to give your grandchildren a headstart in life. 

Whether you would like ro provide ior their education, or help 
with the purchase of their first car or first home. The Equitable 
Life can offer one of the best savings plans available. The 
Equitable With-Profits Endowment Savings Plan. 

The plan provides a means of saving regularly with a lump sum 
at the end of a chosen term and the reassurance of built-in life 
cover. 

For 10 Year With-Profits Endowments, The Equitable life has 
achieved more top 5 p lacings than any other company." 

Why have we been so consistently successful? 

As a mutual society we have no shareholders to'take a slice of 
the profits and we do nor pay commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business. We have shown consistently that we 
have the lowest expenses of any life assurance company in the UK. 
(Source: Planned Savings, October 1995) 

For more information on The Equitable With-Profits 
Endowment Savings Plans by post and by telephone, call Aylesbury 
(012961 38 48 38, or return the coupon below. 

Past performance is no guarantee of future performance. 

* Source Money Mnugemem Suiw^ ct 10 j«wiA-fmfoen<iwn*3u polio** 197+ 1 ‘•‘*5 

Infonmtion/advke wifl only be given on Equitable group products 
Regulated by the Personal lrwesnnenr Authority 
TOE EOLTTABLE UFE. FSEETOST, WAUUN SIXEET. AYLESBURY. BUCiaNCHMIiJffljE HKWBR 

j 1 " ^ _ T}^E^n^"Li;c- FREEPOST. Wdwn Street. AYLESBURY Budu HP21 7BR I 
I I urald wekme info mmin n on The Eqtnublr Woh-Profo Eodowmaw Smugs PUnsQ ! 
J INEbB J 

! NAME (Mr Mn Musi — I 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 








PENSIONS MADE SIMPLE 

Advice you can Trust 
Directly by telephone 24 hours a day 

0345 6789 10 


Issued bv Scottish Widows’ Fund .md l ife Assurance SocicD. a miUu.d company. 
Regulated bv the Personal lnvoIimiH Aulhorily. 

Information /advice will onlv be provided on Scottish Widows products 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 
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Scavs, Oecsor 
traftwnalUKunit 
trusts? 
Investors ill mutual 
funds will soon 


of domestic or 
international 
products 


F or the first time ever the UK 
mutual fund industry will soon be 
able to market a standard invest- 
ment product which it can sell in 
every country in Europe. If it suc- 
ceeds it could open up a market six 
times the size of the UK- 
Next July will see the expected 
launch of the first open-ended 
investment vehicle (Oeic) in the 
UK, 10 years after an EU directive 
set down a framework for the 
cross-border marketing of funds 
throughout the Community. 

The essential difference between 
an Oeic and a unit trust is that 
shares in Oeics will have a single 
price for both purchases and sales, 
making them much more user- 
friendly. 

They will be pooled investment 
vehicles operating in a similar way 
to unit trusts but with a corporate 
structure rather than one based on 
trust law. In this way Britain will be 
falling more into line with a struc- 
ture that is fast becoming the norm 
in other markets. 

Within the EU, for example, 
there are already close to 7,000 
funds aimed at retail investors, up 
more than 25 per cent on a year 
ago. Some 4,000 of these are 
domestic funds authorised for sale 


only in their country of origin but 
at least 2-500 are registered as for- 
eign funds and as such may be sold 
in at least one other country out- 
side their domicile. 

Luxembourg accounts for more 
than three-quarters of funds sold 
across EU bonders. Frustrated by 
the slowness of the UK authorities 
in allowing investment products to 
be priced, packaged and taxed in 
a way that is more appealing to for- 
eign as well as to domestic 
investors, the UK investment 
industry has been seeking its own 
remedies. 

In the last few years several 
leading groups - Fidelity; Flemings 
and Templeton among them - have 
been steadily taking advantage of 
the options available in other cen- 
tres. In Luxembourg, for example, 
Templeton has no fewer than 21 
separate funds within its Global 
Strategy S\cav(Sociite d Investisse- 
ment a Capital Variable). 

These are open-ended invest- 
ment funds - in other words they 
can attract new money at any time 
- which are already registered for 
sale in a number of other Euro- 
pean countries, including the UK. 

While tax advantages are regu- 
larly cited as one of the reasons 



DOUGLAS ADAMS 

INVESTMENTS 


fund management groups choose 
so-called offshore centres such as 
Luxembourg to extend their range 
of wares, the more potent expla- 
nation is that the fund industry has 
to become more global if it is to 
meet the burgeoning needs of the 
market. With Oeics London has a 
chance to catch up and exploit its 
management skills. 

The pace of change is likely to 
result in the further dismantling of 
restrictions and a greater com- 
monality in the rules governing 
investment in different countries. 


Just as we have seen a trend to 
freer trade in manufactured prod- 
ucts, so we are likely to see the 
market for tradeable services like 
investment management open up. 

It took 40 years for the motor 
industry to become truly global. A 
global fund industry with similar 
products sold throughout the world 
is in my view no more than 10 years 
away. And as that reality dawns so 
the remaining barriers that prevent 
this global trade at the moment - 
as much psychological as physical 
-will disappear. The result will be 
better, more cost-effective 
products. 

My confidence is not confined to 
the strongly held belief that 
investors will demand greater 
choice. It recognises the increasing 
tendency, as people live longer and 
impose additional strain on 
national finances, for goverments 
to encourage them to save or invest 
more for their-own retirement 

Mutual funds offer one of the 
most efficient ways of doing this, 
particularly if the investment scope 
of the hinds is made as wide as pos- 
sible. so minimising risk over tbe 
medium to long term. 

The preference of investors to 
buy products from familiar domes- 




does 


New Fixed Rate Offer 

745%, 7.8% APR 


Fixed until 31st March 2001, 
Plus £100 Cashback? 


tic names is often seen as a reason 
why the fund industry will not 
globalise. But this has not been the 

case in other industries where the 
international firm has localised its 
product sufficiently in terms of lan- 
guage and service and the currency 
in which it is priced. Progressive 
fund companies axe doing this 
already and with encouraging 
results. 

It remains to be seen how many 
unit trusts wfl 1 convert to Oeics. 
Those groups already offering a 
wide range of products through 
Sica vs - in addition to their exist-- 
ing unit trusts in the UK- may opt 
to wait and see how the new mar- 
ket develops. 

This way they will be giving their 
investors the choice of remaining 
with the old-style unit trust or 
moving into the Sicavs. Others, 
particularly those less well estab- 
lished outside the UK, may be 
tempted to make the switch. 

Tbe Government has stated that 
the procedure for converting an 
existing unit trust to an Oeic w3i 
be relatively simple. Trust man- 
agers will ask unit holders to vote 
on tbe move and no tax penalties 
wfli be imposed. Tbe deciding fac- 
tor for some groups may be 


whether they wish to market shares 
in Europe where, of course, Oeics 
are the most common vehicle. 

Either way, the UK Oeic can 
only add to the variety of invest- 
ment products on offer, to the ulti- 
mate benefit of consumers and tbe 
eventual goal of a global invest- 
ment market. 

For the dynamics of the invest- 
ment fund industry dictate that, in 
the not so long term, both funds 
that are domiciled in the UK and 
those that are not will be consid- 
ered alike. Why set up clone funds 
in every market when it is more 
efficient to spread fixed costs, 
including investment management 
resources, by selling the same fund 
product in a number of markets? 

Given the changes that are 
already taking place, we can look 
forward to a fixture in which tbe 
preference for domestically ‘pro- 
duced' investment funds disap- 
pears, and the more important 
attributes of product performance, 
image, and reputation for delivery, 
service and reliability combine to 
take pride of place. 

Dougfos Adams is marketing director 
of Templeton Investment Manage- 
ment Ltd. 


Mow ijou con get two deals under one roof from MatWest. 


Whether you're looking to bug a 
home for the first time, you're moving 
or transferring your current mortgage, 
look no further than NatWest. Because 
we've got just what you're looking for. 

Our new Fixed Rate Mortgage offer 
of only 7.45%, 7.8% APR is fixed 
until 31 March 2001. So whatever else 
changes, you can be sure of your 
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mortgage payments for the next five 
years. And that's not all. 

We also thought it would be helpful 
| For an illustration or further information j 

j Call 0800 400 999 

j MOM TC FR!. 3.00am *.© fe.GOsm. VVurKSNSS '.O.OOcm — i.CCoro \ 

if we gave you a hand moving in. 
And what better way, than by giving 
you a Cashback of at least £100j no 
matter how much you've borrowed. 


A NatWest 

More than just a bonk 


Y °U R HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON 1T 
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If you want to toke odvontoge 

of these offers, call us straight away, 
j 

As we con now provide o cost 
! illustration on a range of mortgages 

I within 15 minutes.- You can even complete 

j 

j your mortgage application over the 
phone. 

| 

So with offers this good, get moving 
! today. Call 0800 400 999 now. 
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Thinking of setting 
up your own portfolio? 
Private investors, 
start here 

By Justin Urquhart-Stewart 


U nit trusts, investment 
trusts, PEPS and privati- 
sation issues have made 
it veiy easy for investors to 
acquire a slake in the stock 
market. And there are 
plenty of private client 
stockbrokers happy to build 
and manage a portfolio of 
direct holdings for the idle 
investor who still wants 
direct exposure. 

But there is still room for 
the private investor. Starting 
a portfolio can be quite 
straightforward as long as 
you stick to some golden 
rules. 

Your goals will depend 
on your circumstances 
according to age. personal 
life and wishes. I would write 
down a list of three. Firstly, 
how much do I want to 
achieve by way of income or 
growth. 

Secondly, by when do I 
wish to achieve this, and 
lastly, what level of risk I am 
willing to take. 

Risk is a vital issue to 
consider. For example, I 
could not sleep at night 
knowing that ail my invest- 
ments could disappear 
overnight, but if you felt 
that you wanted that level of 
risk then so be it. Risk is a 
balance of comfort and fear. 

Before starting up a port- 
folio I feel it is vital that 
potential ‘investors ensure 
that their home base is cov- 
ered first- that, for instance, 
home, pension and suitable 
insurance are already in 
place. Often, long-term sav- 
ings and investment plans 
should be allowed to con- 
tinue, but only when you are 
happy with your level of 
security in your family nest 
should you embark on your 
own portfolio. 

One of the best ways to 
start building up a portfolio 
is with friends in an invest- 
ment club. Here a group of 
up to 20 peuple can pool say 
£25 each month into an 
account and start investing 
as a group. Once you have 
built up some experience 
you can then use the knowl- 
edge gained in the club to 
start your own portfolio. 

When starting to invest 
directly yourself, for starters 
I would consider at least 
£6,000. 

Each investment should 
be no lower than £1,000, 
and so this would give you 
the chance initially to spread 
your money over six compa- 
nies. 

Learning about the mar- 
ket can be done in several 
ways. There arc legions of 
books on investment form 
the basic to the most sophis- 
ticated. 

There has been a growth 
in the number of magazines 
aimed directly at the private 
investor. 

Other points of knowl- 
edge include Proshare, a 
body set up especially to 
help investors who can 
provide a wealth of infor- 
mation. 

You will need to find a 
stockbroker who provides 



Acquiring a stake in tbe stock 
market has become easy with 
Peps and unit trusts 

you with the right level of 
service for your needs. Here 
you behave like any other 
consumer and shop around. 
There are all sorts of com- 
binations of advisory and 
execution-only brokers who 
have differing services for 
you. 

Some will have nominee 
services where they can han- 
dle the ceijifi cates for you 
and others also offer a range 
of personal equity plans 
(PEPsJ. 

As many of us are tax- 
payers it is worth consider- 
ing setting up a self-select 
PEP foryour portfolio. Hiis 
will allow you to shelter your 
investments from both 
income and capital gains 
tax 

Consideryour own needs 
when choosing a broker. Are 
you happy using the phone? 
You will probably want some 
help and information at 
some stage, as well as opin- 
ions on companies and even 
advice from time to time. 
You may want 24-hour 
access to your portfolio. 

If you want your portfolio 
to grow and develop, it is 
vital to set aside time regu- 
larly so that you can moni- 
tor and adjust as necessary. 
This must, in my view, mean 
at least a weekly review but 
the important issue is to 
ensure that it fits into your 
schedule well so that you can 
commit the time. 

Before embarking on any 
investments! believe that it ■ 
is essential that you have a 
set of guidelines to work to. i 
For example, you can set 
yourself a limit of 20 per cent 
rise on a share after which 
you will sell it and bank the 
profits. 

Equally, if the share goes 
down by 10 per cent you 
could automatically sell out. 

Consider the types of 
investments you want to 
have, by geography, industry 
type, size and spread. With 
so much choice, it is impor- 
tant to focus on these key 
points to avoid over or under 
investing. 

Never fell in love with a ' 
particular investment - it 
doesn't love you. If you have 
made a mistake , then out it 
Good luck. 

Justin Urquhart Stetvart is 
Business Planning Director 
at Barclavs Stockbrokers 
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Provide for the best years of your life 

The plethora of investment policies on offer today can confuse even the best-informed. Anthony Bailey 
guides you through the minefield and offers tips about the best buys for taxpayers 


life insurance policy in its purest form says Mr Cockerili. More powerful arguments 

is away of protecting the dependants of are to do with cost and tax-efficiency. Charges 

on life insurance policies are invaribly greater 


A a policyholder against an untimely 
death. A straight-forward term policy 
pays out a cash sum if you die within the 
term - for example, 10 or 20 years. If you 
die, your dependants get a cash cushion. If you 
survive the term, you get nothing. 

But investment-linked life insurance holds 
out the prospect of getting something back for 
your money. And many plans offer relatively lit- 
tle actual insurance. Policies come in various 
forms. The endowment policy to back a mort- 
gage is probably the most familiar. But there 
are also stand-alone, unit-linked savings plans 
and single-premium investment bonds for 
lump-sum investment that can invest in a wide 
range of assets. The coupling of investment with 
insurance is largely historical and in the past 
there were tax allowances on the premiums. But 
for the most part, these have long since gone. 

“We don't recommend life insurance-based 
investments products very often,” says Tun 
Cockerili of Whitechurch Securities. “As finan- 
cial advisers we always look first at unit trusts, 
investment trusts and PEPs. In most situations, 
they are most suitable for our clients.” 

He reckons that the typical unit-linked 10- 
year life insurance policy simply does not 
stand up to comparison with unit and invest- 
ment trusts savings plans, especially if they are 
held in a tax-free PEP. 

“Unit and investment trusts give much 
greater fiexbility. You can increase or decrease 
monthly payments, switch between different 
funds and you are not locked in.” 

But it is not only the rigidity of unit-linked 
life policies that counts against them. This in 
itself is not a problem for those who last the 
course. “At the end of the period you are prob- 
ably going to get a half-decent return. But 
almost certainly if you choose a unit or invest- 
ment trust instead you will make more money,” 


Savings accounts may 
have lost their charm, 
sotrv the insurers 


than on unit trusts and PEPs, not least because 
of the greater commission paid to the sales rep. 
Tie commission factor is what makes life 
company sales reps so keen to sell their wares 
- despite an investor protection regime 
designed to guard against the selling of inap- 
propriate investments. 

Sales reps may make the tax-free nature of 
a policy’s eventual payout a big part of the sales 
puff. But while investors pay no tax on quali- 
fying policies, the investment returns within the 
fond have been subject to income tax and cap- 
ital gains tax. By contrast, there is no tax on unit 
and investments trusts held within a PEP. 

But if there are strong arguments against 
using a life policy for regular savings, does the 
same apply to lump sumps put into insurance- 
based investment bonds? The tax arguments are 
again paramount. 

Graham Hooper, of Chase de Vere, says: “A 


company may run two fonds, one a unit trust, 
one an investment bond. If the underlying assets 
are identical, the underlying unit trust is going 
to do better because die unit trust doesn’t pay 
capital gains tax internally.” 

There may be a benefit to some higher rate 
taxpayers who also use up their annual capital 
gains tax exemption - £6,000 in the current tax 
year. Against this possible tax advantage you 
have to weigh any extra charges on a bond 
investment compared with a unit trust. 

One popular variety of investment bond may 
have a place. With-profits bonds are designed 
to iron out stock market fluctuations. As such, 
they can appeal to more cautious investors. 
“They have a lower risk profile than unit 
trusts. They may suit people who want a bet- 
ter return than cash on deposit, but the return 
will still be lower than a good unit or investment 
trust," says Tim Cockerili. 

Another widely held variety of bond is the 
distribution bond. These aim to provide a 
higher income than the building society deposit 


and the possibility of some capital growth. Mr 
Hooper says: “We would recommend a distri- 
bution bond for people who want a growing 
income and stability.” 

He acknowledges the tax disadvantages, but 
likes the market leading bond from Sun Life 
largely because of its track record. ‘Tie prod- 
uct may be suitable for people who use the 
building society rather than the equity markets 
as a yardstick.” 

And it is the performance of Sun life's £3bn 
distribution fund that the Company's market- 
ing manager, Keith Middleton, sees as the main 
selling point. He willingly recognises some of 
the drawbacks. “The advantages are gradually 
being eroded. People should look at unit trust 
PEPs, with their greater flexibility. But PEPs 
do have an annual investment limit of £6,000. 
which is too low for many investors.” 

He also says the concept of a managed fund 
-with less emphasis on shares and more on gilts 
and other fixed interest investments - is harder 
to find among unit trusts. 



A life insurance policy in its purest tone is a way of 
protecting dependants against untimely death 


By Alicia Wyllie 


fith savings rates from 
[building societies hav- 
ing fallen through the 
floor since their peak of 14 
per cent in 1990, savers have 
been forced to look else- 
where for a good level of 
income or growth. 

But many investors are 
still nervous of the higher 
returns but greater volatility 
provided via the stock mar- 
ket,' and so “guaranteed” 
products have attracted a 
major new class of middle- 
ground investors. 

Insurance companies have 
been offering products which 
guarantee a level of capital 
security and better returns 
than traditional deposit 
accounts for many years. 

These have traditionally 
taken the form of guaran- 
teed income bonds or guar- 
anteed growth bonds. They 
are single-premium life 
assurance policies which 
offer either a relatively high 
fixed income on a regular 
basis or reinvest the income 
to proside capital growth 
over a feed term ranging 
from one to five years. ■ 

Amanda Webster, direc- 
tor of marketing and devel- 
opment at Save & Prosper, 
commented: “Those seeking 
guaranteed income are typ- 
ically pre-retired and basic 
rate tax payers while those 
looking for growth are more 
likely to be younger and 
higher rate taxpayers. 

“Both groups are cur- 
rently risk-averse, possibly 
as a result, of a bad invest- 
ment experience, fear of job 
loss and the general feel-baa 
factor”. , 


Reliance Mutual is presently 
offering growth of 29.15 per 
cent fixed over five years for 
investments of £5.000, rising 
to 2 225 per cent over five 
years for investments of 
£20,000, while Pinnacle 
Insurance is offering a feed 
return of 35.09 per cent on 
an investment of £3,000 over 
five years. 

Bonds linked to the per- 
formance of specific stock 
market indices have become 
increasingly popular, partic- 
ularly with the more finan- 
cially sophisticated investor, 
although there is a risk to 
either your capital or your 
income. 

The Manor Park Guaran- 
teed Income Fund (series 1) 
pays an income of 8 per 
cent guaranteed for five 
years plus the return of 100 
per cent of the initial 
investment provided the FT- 
SE 100 index grows by an 
average of 12 per cent a 
vear. 

Alan Williams, director 
of Manor Park, says: 
“Demand from investors for 
income generating products 
continues to be strong, par- 
ticularly with interest rates 
on cash deposits at low 
levels. Many investors 
remain suspicious of invest- 
ments linked to the perfo- 
mance of the stock market 
as they are fearful of losing 
money. 

“But it only requires the 
market to rise by historically 
modest proportions for the 
investor to enjoy both 
income and the return of the 
original capital.” 

Stock market-linked high- 


pare well against P® & prosper, which is 

offer from banks and b - m ^uai income of 


SSe is currently 

offering monthly mromeof for years or 

accumulated income of 65 
between £3,000 and , ***** after five and a 

tied up for one year, rising to 

4.47 per cent a month on & cur- 

rently offeiSg^ Japanese 
years, while AIG Lite is r y. . ^ market 

^eringmont^tomeon 

a one-year bond ranging 


"from 4.43 'per cent on an 
investrnen C of £5,000 to 4.76 
percent on investments over 
£50,000. .Over five years, the 
rates range from 4.47 per 
-cent:, tii 5.55 per cent- 


Bond. Providing 120per 
cent of the average grow* 
of the Japanese market 

which is widely experted to 

rise in 1996- over Jjy^ 
with a minimum capital 

return of 100 per cent 



NEW FOR YOUR PEP. THE PERPETUAL 
INCOME AND GROWTH INVESTMENT TRUST. 

New from the Investment Group whose Income Fund, High Income Fund and 
UK Growth Fund are each top AAA rated by Fund Research Limited. 

An Investment Trust aiming to produce capital growth and higher than average income 
from UK companies, and eligible for up to £12,000 of tax-free PEP investment. 



Perpetual 



lo: Popcftid Portfolio Maifegtflimr Limited, PQ Box 131, Per pet ua l House, 47-49 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AF. Regulated by 1MR.O. Please send me further details on Fnpenuls Income and Growth Investment Truu. 

Address _ : Pmtcndc — 


Prim Name usnww . 


Fund Research Limned are qualitative analysis far the investment industry Please remember that the value of an investment and the income from it can go down » well as up. and you may not get hack the amount invested. 
Current cax levels and reliefs may change and their value will depend on your individual circumstances. Past performance is not ncccssanly a guide to future performance. 
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aving and borrowing 


Best savings rates 


Telephone 

number 


Account 


Nodes 
or term 




Pittman BS 01202292444 Instant Access 

SMphnBS 01756700511 High Street 

Co-operative Bank 0345252000 Pathfinder 


Instant 

Instant 

Instait 


Frizes Bonk 

0800 373192 

Prosperity 

Bristol & West BS 

0800 303330 

Direct Savings 

Bristol & West BS 

0800303330 

Deed Savings 

Mice «toroi(rs:«Jo»K-:L 


C&G 

0500246810 

Direct 30 

CSG 

0500246810 

Direct 30 

C&G 

0590246810 

Ding 30 


7 ;^' A “ ' T : ' \ L 

Co-operative Bank 

0345 252000 

Pathfinder 

Scottish Wfdaws Bank 

0345829829 

Insfanf Access 

C&G 

0500246810 

Dkect30 


j.-. X -i '-“.'jJ'w.:-- 

West Bramvncfi BS 

0121 680 8024 

Guarartead Growth 

FrizzsH Bank 

0800 373191 

Fried Rate 

Frizzefl Bank 

0800373191 

Fred Rate 


1 T - 7 

Robert Hemin^S&P 

0800 829024 

Higher Rate Deposit 

Kttinwort Benson 

01202 502404 

H1CA 

Alliance & lacester BS 0116 271 7272 

Affiance 

Northern Rock BS 

0500 505000 

Current A/C Gold 


Offshore Instant 
Guernsey 60 

Goto Plus 



SHMMfeE iNCOMtBflHDS.iSS. 

Premium Life 0800 414111 

Premium Life 0800 414111 

RnajJCial Assurance 0181 380 3388 

®BHQRE(S«S) :vJ.7.«£I 

Northern Rock. Guem 01481 7 14600 
Sutton. Guernsey Ud 01481 727374 
PtvtmaiCIUd 01481822747 


mm 

Investment Account 

Income Bond 

CapAaJ Bond 
First Option Bond 

Pensioner's G'teed Income Bond 
NS Certificates (tax-free) 

43rd issue 
9tfi Index faked 

Children's Bond Issue H 


P post only F toed rate 

N net rate 

M rates are shown gross and are subject to change without note. 




Postal 


30 day P 
30dayP 
30 day? 


Instant 
ftatel 
30 day P 


31 mr 

2 yrbond 

3 yr bond 


Instant 

Instant 

Instant 

Instant 


lyear 
2 year 
3year 




Instant 
60 day 


1 month 


Series) 
Series 3 


3 month 

5 year 
12 month 

5 year 

5 year 
5 year 
5 year * 


MONEYFACTS 01632 500677. 


Deposit 

Rate 

% 

£100 420 

£2200 

5.10 

£5200 

5-37 

£2.500 

5-60 

ES.D0Q 

5.75 

£10200 

5-80 

£1,000 

6JjO 

£10,000 

6J5 

£25.000 

7.10 

£5200 

537 

£25,000 

5.79 

£10200 

6.55 

— • " ” T "" 


£5.000 

BJSOF 

£2,500 

6.75F 

£2200 

7D0F 

j'V.j i-SiO. 


£1,000 

515 

£2^00 

150 

£5,000 

5.00 

£10200 

5.27 



£1,000 

4i0fN 

£1200 

4£5FN 

£20.000 

5.1QFN 

- --y r - “•* 

; * w - — 

£25,000 

6.70 

£25.000 

675 


6.45 

£20 

525 

£500 

5.75 • 

£25.000 

6.00 

. £2.000 

6.50 

£25200 

675 

£100 

6.65 F 

£1.000 

625 F . 

£20,000 

6.50 F 

£500 

7iWF 

£100 

5.35 F 

£100 

250+RP1 

£25 

6.75 F 


interest 

interval 


Year 

tar 

Month 


Thar 
'fear 
Year 

Yew 
tar 


Month 

Month 

Month 


Maturity 
6 Months 
6 Months 


3 Months 
Month 
Month 
Month 


tar 

Year 

tar 

tar 

tar 

tar 




tar 

tar 

tar 

Month 


Maturity 


Month 

Maturity 

Maturity 

Maturity 


JfetaayJSS6 


telephone 


Best borrowing rates 


% Rate and Max Fee Incentive 

period adv% 


Redemption 

penalty 


.•I-lJUi 


Fixed rates 

Scaihnwch BS 0303 5S0547 025 for lyear 

CovenbyBS 0800126125 3J95 to 1/5/98 

Variable rates 

Scarborough B5 0800 590547 


70 

35 


0.75% — 
£250 — 


1st 5yrv 724% of sun repd 
% V5/S1: 6mtfi interest 


L09 for lyear 95 — £150 cash rebate 


HafifaxBS 01422333333 
Northern Rock BS 0800 591500 
F&rt Snw bajars fixed rates 
Bristol & West BS 0800 100117 
Northern Rock BS 0800591500 
First time buyers variable rates 
Northern Rock BS 0800 591500 
NatWest Home Lns 0121234 8011 


329 to 30/4/98 
4.44 to 1)5/89 

025 to 31/1/97 
529 to 1/3/99 

,1.19 to 1/5/97 
429 for 2 years 


90 

95 

90 

95 


1st 5 yrs: rebate reclaimed 

& 6.1% of sum repaid 
Free valuation 16 30/4/01: 7% of advance 
Refund valuation fee 1st 6 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 


£275 — 

£295 — 


To 31/1/01: 8/8 mthsint 

1st 6 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 


90 — ftefimd vacation fee 1st 6 yrs: 5% of som repaid 

90 £300 cash rebate To 30/6/01: rebate & 

discount reclamed 





Tetephone 

APR 


Fried monthly payments S3, 000 over 3 years) 

Unseated 




With isssraace 

Witbout msuraoce 

Direct Lkte 

01412489966 

14J0E 


£114.41 

£10239 

ffeefiand Bank 

0800 180180 

15.40 


£116.54 

£103.14 

Saemd (second chans/ 


MaxUV 

Advance 

Hem 

Cfydesdate Bank 

0800 240024 

8.60 

Neg 

E3K-E15R 

6 mths to 25 year* 

Royal B of Scotland 

Via branch 

930 

70% 

E23K-E100K 

3 years - retiranent 



s-i*-**^ 



— 


Tetapboiu 

Woolwich BS 0800400900 

Affiance & Leicester BS 0500 959595 


Standard 

Robert Flemng/S&P 
Robert Fteming/S&P 


Grid cards 
Co-operative Bar* 
Royal B of Scotland 


Telephone 


0800 829024 
0800829024 
0800 161616 

0345212212 

01702362890 



Authorised 

Unauthorised 


Accomt 

%pm APR 

%pm 

APR 


Cuneirt 

076 93 

2.18 

29.5 


Affiance 

0.76 9-5 

220 

292 


Card 

Min 

Rate 

APR 

Annual 


income 

pm % 

% 

fee 

HastaGant/Wsa 

_ 

034G 

1120 

— -D 

MasterCanl/Vtsa 

— 

130 

14.60 

£12 

MastaCard 

. — 

L14 

1430 


Visa 

£20,000 

0.5208M 

1020 

£120 

Visa 

£20J)00 

1.05 

1430 

E35H 




— — ■ 


John lewis 
Marks and Spencer 


Telephone 

Via store 
01244 681681 


payment by direct debit 
%pm APR 


1.87A 


24.80 


APR AnwaSsoJ peteentaff rate. UVtoantorafoe 

A 1J3% (Ii3% APR) for o/sbal (W £1K. C Clients rfCooOs t Co on* 

£ Matte to awyvstoniw mote insmtKepokytofaj&twZ pan- 
to fijmal to wired afar tint fear if £4X+ chafed to cant during pninusyeat 
U rates abject to drarp wflhout notice. MKItFACfS 01S92S006/7 


Payment by other methods 
% pm • APR 
129 18-00 

L97A 26.30 

^AccxhnLsictinessandunem^ofijient 
D No mtmtti free period. 

G annual ate 5% above R Renting bast rate. 
H Gjimtert to base ate. 

J February 1996 



FEAR OF FINANCE 
Clifford German 



T he mists obscuring the 
future of the building soci- 
ety movement are slowly 
clearing and the Alliance & 
Leicester may well jump the 
queue to convert to banking 
status- ahead of the merged 
Halifax and Leeds societies, 
and ‘the Woolwich which 
announc ed an independent 
float next month. 

The Nationwide is now 
the only remaining building 
society big enough to con- 
vert into a bank and stand 
alone in competition with 
the big seven UK-based 
banks. Nationwide’s man- 
agement has been consis- 
tently critical of a move to 
banking status, for what that 
is worth, and is reported to 
be close to following the 
Bradford & Bingley by 
upping rates to savers and 
reducing rates to borrowers. 
That would have the effect 
of giving away profits and 
accumulated reserves, mak- 
ing the society less attractive 
to predators- and also less 
able to pay fat bribes to 
persuade members to vote 
for conversion in future. 

But until and unless it is 
able not just to announce 
but also to implement that 
strategy fully Nationwide 
will remain vulnerable to a 
hostile bid, in the same way 
that Cheltenham & 
Gloucester had no defence 
against an unwanted bid 
from Lloyds Bank last year. 
Bradford & Bingley remains 
vulnerable until it has sig- 
nificantly run down its 
reserves' and that will only 
happen slowly. 

Even the Woolwich and 
the A&L could face hostile 
bids which could upset the 
applecart before they get to 
market. There may well be 
method in the madness of 


peter White, the A&Cs chief 
executive in refusing to 
reveal, for the time being at 
least, exactly what he is will- 
ing to offer to savers and 
borrowers to win their 
approval, in case he tells a 
potential predator exactly 
what terms he has to beat 

Bidders would presum- 
ably have to make members 
a more attractive offer than 
they are likely to get from 
their own management but 
it is not an impossible 
prospect 

Other smaller societies 
from the number five down- 
wards are almost certainly 
too small to float as banks. 
But they may still need to 
merge to stay competitive at 
a time when mortgage lend- 
ing remains sluggish and 
lending margins are being 
progressively squeezed. 
Some of them may also look 
attractive as takeover targets 
in the eyes of UK and for- 
eign banks looking to buy 
mortgage market share. 

The mortgage market 
may look depressed at pre- 
sent but it can hardly get 
much lower, in volume or in 
value. Building societies also 
have substantial captive 
markets for savers, which 
will not disappear overnight 
while the banks have such a 
poor image for personal ser- 
vice. Societies also have 
plenty of scope for rational- 
isation. 

The most obvious specu- 
lative investments in budd- 
ing society membership may 
well have gone, and the 
entry threshold in many 
cases has risen well above 
the statutory minimum of 
£100 for a saver. But the 
opportunities for such spec- 
ulation have not disap- 
peared completely. 
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The MoneyBuilder range. The new era for savings has begun 
with better value, tax-free returns and real flexibility. 

MONEYBUILDER PIUS 


There’s big new from Fidelity. 

For the first time in years, investments 
have taken a giant leap forwards with die 
MoneyBuilder range - there should be a fund 
for you, whatever your investment needs. 

Each MoneyBuilder fond offers great value, 
with no entry or exit fees and low annual 
management charges. If your circumstances 
change, there's free switching between the 
funds. And all from the worlds largest 
independent investment manager. 


MONEYBUILDER INCOME 


.TAX. 


jk 


.TfcL-Wu 


MONEYBUILDER CASH 


«& 


► High tax-free income - 7.S%". 

• Invests in corporate bonds, so can offer a 
lower level of risk than nadirkma! equirv PEPs. 

» From launch, MoneyBuilder Income has 
proved to be the best value corporate 
bond PEP available. 

MONEYBUILDER INDEX 

• Brand new fond from Fidelity, the world's 
largest independent investment manager. 

• Designed io track the performance of the 
UK’s 100 largest companies, like Marks & 
Spencer and British Airways, quoted in 
die FTSE 100 index. 

• With an annual management fee of 0.5%, 
there's no better value iafex PEF available. 



• .An international hand-picked selection of 
Fidelity's own funds. 

• Proven performance, with an average 
tax-free growth of 1 5.9%* per year over 
die last 5 years. 

• A perfect investment for those who wanr 
to invest around die world. 

For a world of investment opportunities, 

call Fidelity on the number below today. 

And bring your investments up to date. 


0800 414171 



• Invests in secure cash deposits, not equities. 

• A generous interest rare of 6.0%*. 

• An ideal alternative to a building society 
standard access account 

L MicftWaL tfife l« W. enw <K. ik mnreaol W 1. 1.96. If vnu cdl Welt* ml v» rh« «Ul only idare ro the poducts efimi hv FkWnr Investment 

wL- .K- -mount BU-eeud. Tax wnKrai imy he a*jea m future tt a t a too' ehartvr :cvl the vafcw of w* ■jvtncjand elnaMifr to tmw m a FfcF will 

•*£* .ZL-l Ur RlelrtY Inwsrawu Semco United. All cortpmw the Fufclirv Bmtamj: =r « reciuted hr IMRO mi the Fer«ul Im^nKm Acrfkmn 
tfurcnttvil ’ -fermaedsn* Re*®!*™ ^Li s 7.1V £tr« AnnaJ Rate lCAR > « 
All pehfc ok esraw ^ % asHnTlhTe aKDm . jonveaed. Net CAR 4 5%. tend W Ffcfebn Investment Luihiei a maatort the Melny nuritetmgpnur ID5F 


1 -or those v-li'-' 1,uU ' 1 ' 


•Tia 


-.kills pr- •dui.?s -m- .r..»>’akk- Mirou^t; li’tlvjHiKk-nt iin.iiKi.il \il\ iv.rv 



ADVANTAGES 
— OF — 





ADVANTAGE 
— OF — 





;;;;; Like most people looking for tax-efficient 
investments, you probably already know the benefits of PEPs. 
They appeal to investors because returns on both capital and 
income are entirely tax-free. 

But you may not know that you could add still further 
to these benefits by bolding Investment Trust shares in a PEP. 

Investment Trust PEPs allow you to spread your risk 
across a wide portfolio and still remain within the £6,000 
maximum permitted by the government. They also let you 
take advantage of the opportunities provided by shares 
traded on stock markets around the world, something the 
private investor usually finds both difficult and expensive. 

Yon can reap the tax-free rewards of PEPs through an 
Investment Trust Tor as little as £100 a month; alternatively 
you can invest with a lump sum. And, because charges are 
kept to a minimum, Investment Trusts are among the lowest 
cost investments you can make. 

To see how you can combine the benefits of PEPs with 
the distinctive advantages of Investment Trusts, send for 
our Fact Sheet “Investment Trust PEPs - A Plain Guide.” ft's 
free and produced by the AITC, the body that speaks for 
Investment Trust companies. Simply fill in the coupon or 
call us on 0171 431 5222. 


THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 


To lan Cox, Association of investment Trust Companies, 

Durnat House. 8-13 Cbiswell Street, London ECIY 4YY. 

Please send rae a free information pack. □ I am a private investor 
O 1 am an independent adviser Pime tx* 


n 


(Mr/Mrs/Miss) . 
Boar orauROS 

Address 


Initials . 


Surname . 
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Postcode. 
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THE NEW M&G PEP 

FOR 1995/96 
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MOTES TO HELP YOU COMPLETE YOUR 1995/96 PEP APPLICATION FORM 


H you lane already Mon oat • 1985/96 general PEP wBh ■ Plan Unger otter too U&G, you cot only tamst In The M&G PEP In this offer it you 
ca tnp i ete ac ap p to flo n form for The M&G PB» 1996/97. 

Koto 1. Ptease give you’ daytime telephone number so that S a query arises In rotation to your application tom we can attempt to contort you at once and speed 
up ttn processing ol your lorm. No salesman w® caD. As part ol our customer service. we wffl contact a random sample of Investor in Its evening to ensure that 
they are happy with our standgnfr of ariii rii feC ttifa n. tfynu are happy to tata part In this fgasan^. ptea^aiso^yar e^rigteie^>cnenuf^>ef. 

Where this business has bean Hroduced via an Memirtlaiy, M&G w* contact Ihb tatBmMdWy In respect of any queries. 

Note 2. Ynr NWO cante obtained from your Bnytoya or your local tax office. 

Note 3. lies application and ranuodefion MUST be for round thousand Package Units wDh a maxjnxan ot 6000 package utils, i.e. 1000,2000, 3000,4000,5000 
or 6000- {Subject to Conation m ot The Terms and CuntfUons of Appicaiian set out In tha listing Partictears dated 17th January, 1 896.) it you suteotte for more 
feckage Units than you are tegdy penntttBd to renounce into your M&G PEP, ttn excess Package iwts. In round thousands, will be held outside your M&G PEP and 
you wdl receive a certificate lor them. 

Note 4. Where shares are acquked in the martaf there wfl also be a sta/ip duty cost of 0.5% where appIcaCtfs for regrfir investment made Oliskte the otter period 
Note 5. The Terms and CoraHans of appfca&n set out h the Osflno perfkadare (tod 18ft January, 1996 are varied and supplemented as toBne:~ 
la} you aatfMrtse The ftqBl Bank of Scotland pic and M&fi Rnancfe) Services Umted to takB an Maps and execute afl such documents on your behalf as may be 
necessary in connecter w«h the lonunostton of your Package Units. 

b) ’to authorise The taya! Bo* of Scotland pic to send a docunent of title for tha number of Package Units alttted to you to M&G Financial Services limited and 
procure that M&G firwnsl Sendees Ltirfted Is pteced on the register ot members of tha Company tn respect ol 3uch package units with effect from Sti April, 1 996. 

ta addtttoo, pteaea note: 

• The appfcalfan far Package Unite contained In thte term cannot be withdrawn. An application using Ws form ft open a PEP may be wflfrtiwm by returning the 
wtthteawai sfip you win receive with your acknowledgement letter to tha Plan Manager at any lime prior to 1 1th March. 1906. 

• tour completed appUcatonfs) and cheque#) or tanker* dtoftffl must be reeehwf by 3.00pm on Thursday 29th February at The floiol Bank of Scotland fik. 
P.O. BO* 793, BHSTOC E5S99 SBR. 

If you apply to open a PB* for 19B5/9B and to stdncr&o to B in 199B1S7 then the latter appUcaSon is CQnBthmte on ttw 1985«B appiterttoa not being 
w i thdrawn. N the 1995/96 8ppMcatiootew H h te»i wayi«wBrecaho a iteart cert i ficated hoMngte the Company fte the total of yog steisoipflons. 
Issued tv M&G Rnandal Sendees LbritBd regulated by Tta Personal Investment Authority 


ADDI IPATIftM CDDM (You can invest by regular monthly payments if you 
HirLluMl lUIn i UnlVI complete the 1996/97 application form) 
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pensions 



Knees up: An 

enjoyable 

retirement 

requires 

sober 

planning 


Breaking cover: The hidden details of 
pensions are flushed into the open 

By James Hipwell 


A s the Government con- 
tinues to stress the 
importance of making 
private pension provision, 
what are Britain's 100 pen- 
sion companies doing to 
make it easier for us to 
choose between them? 
How do you choose 
between Allied Dunbar 
and NatWcst Life? How 
can you know that the com- 
pany with which you have 
entrusted your retirement 
income will do a good job 
of managing your fund? 

Sadly, there is no real 
guarantee of finding the 
best plan. But by looking 
closely at the performance 
of funds, ana taking into 
account charges levied by 
the pension provider, you’ll 
be able to make a reason- 
ably informed decision. 

Comparing performance 
is useful, although good 
past performance will not 
necessarily mean that per- 
formance will remain as 
good in the future. 

It is often unwise to pick 
the top-performing funds 
as investment trends tend 
to be cyclical. Remember, 
today s league-leading fund 
could be tomorrow’s rele- 
gation battler. 

Consulting actuaries. 
Bacon & Woodrow, pre- 
dict that intense competi- 
tion among pension 
providers will force many 
mediocre companies out 
of business, or into merg- 
ers, leaving a handful .of 
dominant firms. The costs 
of merging could eat into 


the value of your fund. 

Performance alone 
should not be the only fac- 
tor in your decision-making 
process. It's just as impor- 
tant to look closely at 
charges, which are likely to 
reduce the value of your 
pension fund by about a 
fifth, but a recent survey 
suggested that the highest 
charges will reduce the 
value of your pension fund 
by as much as a third. 
Think what you could save 
by finding a cheap 
provider! 

Before you decide to buy 
a pension policy, you must 
see a key features docu- 
ment which should set out 
clearly and simply the 
charges you have to pay to 
a pension provider. These 
have been part of pension 
companies' service offer- 
ings since January 1995, 
when the new disclosure 
regulations came into 
effect. All fees must be 
included, both the initial 


set-up charges and any 
monthly or annual man- 


agement fees. It should 
also detail how much com- 
mission is being paid to the 
adviser who recommended 
a particular plan. 

The first part of the key 
features document takes 
the contributions you will 
have made and shows the 
size of the pension fond 
you will have built up 
according to three rates of 
growth - six. nine and 12 
per cent. 

All insurance companies 


use the same growth rates 
for their illustrations. The 
figures will differ between 
pension providers because 
they take account of all 
the charges and these vary 
widely from company to 
company. 

The document wQl also 
show the amount your 
financial adviser will 
receive from the pension 
provider for selling its plan 
to you. Different commis- 
sions are paid by different 
companies and will depend 
on the size of your monthly 
premium and the length of 
the policy. 

If you think the com- 
mission is too high, take it 
up with your adviser. Some 
may be prepared to rebate 
some of their commission 
and most fee-based advis- 
ers will rebate all the com- 
mission back into the fund. 

The transfer value is the 
amount of cash you would 
receive if you were to move 
your fund to another pen- 
sion scheme before you 
retire. Most of the charges 
levied are incurred in the 
early years, so transfer val- 
ues in the first few years 
will be extremely low as 
commissions and monthly 
charges will take a huge 
chunk out of what is left. In 
the first year, for example, 
your financial adviser's 
commission alone might 
wipe out the value of your 
contributions. 

A column headed ‘Total 
Actual Reductions To 
Date’' will show how much 


of your fund is disappear- 
ing each year through 
charges. After the first cou- 
ple of years the amount of 
actual deductions will stop 
growing so rapidly, as the 
set-up costs of your pen- 
sion will have been 
absorbed. After that has 
■ happened, the costs will 
only increase as monthly 
and annual charges are 
added. 

There will then be 
another column headed 
‘'Effect Of Deductions To 
Date” which shows how 
much the money taken in 
charges would have grown 
to if it had been left id the 
fund. In effect, that’s the 
real cost to you because the 
cash would have otherwise 
grown in line with the rest 
of your investment 

The reduction in yield 
figure is crucial since it 
puts charges into perspec- 
tive by showing how much 
is shaved off fund perfor- 
mance every year. A small 
increase in this figure can 
have a big effect on the size 
of the final pension fund. 

The key features docu- 
ment provides some means 
of making a comparison 
between different pension 
companies. But the docu- 
ment should be backed up 
by dear information from 
your finandal adviser and 
the pension provider. 

Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions at all stages of 
the pension-buying process 
- it could save you making 
a costly mistake. 


PEPGUIDE 


Spot the Winners 


T he 1996 edition of Chase de Vere’s PEPGUIDE is 
now out. 

As ever its the only guide to give you the straight 
answers on where to invest for the results you want. 

If you’re choosing a new PEP or re-thinking your 
PEP portfolio, PEPGUIDE is a must. 

With rabies covering every scheme, profiles and 
up- to-date performance charts, it gives you all the 
facts you need before you invest your money. 

And it costs only £12.95 (which is folly refunded 
if you later take out any PEP via Chase de Vere). 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR PEPGUIDE 
FREEPHONE LINES OPEN 3 AM - 10 PM 


0800 526 092 


http://wmv.iii.co.uk/cdv 


III 


"PEPGUIDE... the PEP biWe"] 

Sunday Times & Mail on Sunday 

ONLY £12.95 


0nc£ pSp) indudmg January 
and JiJy Performance Charts 


rH a m. rwtum this coupon to: Chnc# do Voro I 


PLOHEEPOST, 


Mtra Hovoo, Canfaary Park Road. KlngxtorM^on-'niainM. KT2 4BR 
Phwsa sand mo LJ copies of the 1906 PEPGUIDE O £12.95 each. 


I «tdose 


. Cheque to be made payable to 'PEPGUIDE’ or 


VISA.' 

ACCESS 


Expiry Data 


Signet* * 


Post Code 


Tot No 


DOB 


CHASE DE VERE 


■iNVEsrrvtENrrs plc- 


«GUAnn b* mt rmoNM. mwsimemi aunaoot* 


Want a 

high performing 
low cost 
pension? 


Our regular contribution with-profits pension plan 
appeared in the top ten in all five investment performance 
league tables according to a survey carried out by Money 
Marketing (with-profits survey. May 1995). 

Of course, that's just one set of results - we'd be gLul to 
shod’ you our record over many years. 

But having such excellent performance is what you might 
expect from a company that has an international reputation for 
keeping costs under control. In October, Money Management 
showed the effects of our charges in our with-profits pension to 
be the lowest of all the companies surveyed. 

In fact, the effect of other companies' charges were, on 
average, I03°b more, while in the worst case they were 209% 
mote. (Source: Money Management. October 1995, £200pm 
10 year personal pension plans). 

So. if you would like to learn about The Equitable's high 
performance, low cost personal pension plan by post and by 
telephone, return the coupon below or call Aylesbury’ (01296) 
58 -W 58. 

Past performance is no guarantee of future performance. 


Intonnanan'advtcr imU only be given on Equitable group product* 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Awhornv 
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Nasty, brutish and short 



Hedge funds are well respected in the US but still regarded in 
Britain with suspicion. 


I n the UK. the only hedge fund 
manager most retail investors 
will have heard of is George 
Soros, manager of the long- 
established SlObn Quantum 
fund. He it was who, through a 
series of currency trades, single- 
handedly broke the pound in Sep- 
tember 1992, in effect forcing it out 
of the European exchange rate 
mechanism. The strategy reput- 
edly made the fnnd Slbn. 

Yet despite the fact that, world- 
wide, the industry is worth SSObn 
and that, according to Fortune mag- 
azine, six of America’s 10 richest 
men are hedge fund managers, 
many UK investors remain suspi- 
cious. In the US such managers are 
viewed as respected members of the 
investment community, but in the 
UK an image persists of shady, 
derivative-trading cowboys operat- 
ing outside the system. The truth, 
in fact, could not be more different 
Much of the mystery surround- 
ing hedge funds is down to the fact 
that, by law, they are not permit- 
ted to advertise. Unlike most unit 
or investment trusts which are 
classified as collective investment 
schemes under the Financial Ser- 
vices Act, hedge funds are not reg- 
ulated. As a result, investors enjoy 
much less protection. 

While regulated funds have very 
strict rules imposed on them (in, 
for example, the amount of deriv- 
atives they can use), hedge fund 
managers can make up their own 
rules. And the fact that their 
hands are not tied gives rise to the 
single biggest difference between 
hedge funds and other pooled 
investment vehicles: hedge funds 
can, in the parlance, sell “short"'. 
In simple terms, managers can 
sell shares which the fund does not 


own. 

A large and sophisticated secu- 
rities lending industry exists for 
managers who wish to sell short. 


providing a marketplace in which 


they can borrow shares in bulk 
which they believe are going to 


perform badly. They then sell these 
shares on at the market price - a 
price which they believe is over- 
valued - and buy them back once 
their price has dropped. If the 
strategy works, they will have sold 
them for rather more than they 
end up buying them back at. It can 
be a difficult concept to grasp, but 
is simply the reverse of the old 
stock market adage, “Buy cheap, 
sell dear”. Either way, the result 
is the same: a net gain. 

The main advantage of being 
able to sell short is that it allows 
funds to make money in a falling 
market In addition, if the manager 
can buy (or go “long”) stocks 
which do wed while simultaneously 
shorting stocks which perform 
badly, die returns can be astro- 
nomic. In good years some hedge 
funds have returned more 100 per 
cent, and many funds in the US 
returned 70 per cent last year - 
massively outperforming the US 
equities market as a whole. 

Of course nothing in life is that 
easy and selling short is not an 
automatic route to riches. In a sus- 
tained bull market, for example, 
where all share prices are rising, 
short sellers can get their fingers 
badly burnt. However, managed 
sensibly, the portfolio should, in 
theory, be able to control risk 
more efficiently than a fund in 
which shorting is not permitted. 

Giuseppe Ciardi, fund manager 
at the London-based Park Place 
Capital, which runs two offshore 
funds, explained the appeal: “It is 
the flexibility of hedge funds which 
makes them so attractive to 
investors.” he said. 

"Because of the ability to sell 
short volatility can be kept rela- 
tively low and, managed responsi- 
bly, hedge funds can be less risky 
than just buying an index like the- 
FT-SE, which can suffer quite vio- 
lent rums of fortune.” 

He went on to say that the tra- 


ditionally risk-averee US pensions 


industry is beginning to farm out 



No initial charge until 30th 
April 1996. 

Corporate Bond PEP. Doesn't sound 
very exciting, does it? 

Well how does this sound? 

A 6.6M* estimated yield. Not a penny 
to pay in Lax. And the opportunity to 
invest in fixed interest securities issued 
by companies like BT, Tesco and ICI 
without the level of risk associated with 
equity shares. 

There's no initial charge if you invest 
before 30th April 1996 and you can invest 
either a lump sum (minimum £300) or as 
little as £25 a month through our Monthly 
Savings Plant. Use' it to build up your 
capital. Or take an income. The choice 
is yours. 

But here’s the big difference. You’ll 
know exactly who this Corporate Bond 
PEP is coming from - the Woolwich, a 
name you've known for years. 

You can meet one of our friend^ 1 
helpful advisers face to face at any of our 
branches. They’ll be happy to fill you In 
on the details of this or any other 
Woolwich investment. Alternatively, give 
us a call on the number below or 
complete and send the coupon today. 
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It’s good to be with the 

WOOLWICH 


BUILDING SOCIETY 


““•0800 22 22 00™® 


To: Wautwicti BuOdlnf: Society. CueHumT RcHxmir Unit, j 
Fn*po«iDT 9 ^H«^*TOjdHoine. SMcnp. SOdnUUK , 
I d HLc mm details, of the Woolwtdb Caipvate Bofld PH* | 
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to 


Telephone. 


THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT AND INCOME EARNED IS NOT GUARANTEED AND CAN GO DOWN AS WELL AS UP. 
PAST PERFORMANCE IS NOT NECESSARILY A GUIDE TO FUTURE PERFORMANCE 
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money to hedge fund managers in 
an attempt to outperform their 
benchmarks. 

■ Crispin Odey is founder of Odey 
Asset Management and one of 
the rising stars of the UK hedge ’ 
fund community. He puts bis 
company's success down to die fact 
that most hedge fond managers 
are highly qualified market play- 
ers. “Entering the equity market is 
like going into a casino,” he 
explained. “Would you advise an 
inexperienced punter to go into a . 
casino? The answer is no - unless, 
of course, you know the system. 
What we have done is worked out 
ways of beating the system”. & 

Different hedge funds exist to- 
attract investors with differing atti- 
tudes to risk. Although most invest 7 
in equities, some funds play the 
currency or bond markets while 
others dabble in commodities. 
Some will make heavy use of deriv- 
atives while others will be- highly 
geared (in effect, they borrow 
money which allows them to run 
up much larger positions than the 
fond actually owns). There are 
also funds of funds which invest in 
a broad range of hedge funds in an . 
attempt to diversify away the risk. ' 

In the US, directories are pub- .. 
lished which list all the available 
funds (there are about 1,200 world- 
wide). For UK investors, however, 
determining which funds exist and 
who runs them can be a time-con- 
suming business. Their prices are ■ 
listed in the “Other Offshore 
Funds” section of the Financial 
Times but no telephone numbers or 
addresses are given and this is 
quite deliberate. Not only are 
hedge funds not permitted to 
advertise in the UK, but members 
of the public are forbidden from 
approaching them directly and 
must go through a broker. As a 
result, most investors tend to be 
seasoned market professionals. 

In the UK you will still be asked 
to put up a minimum stake of 
around £100,000. 
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THE NEW M&G PEP 

FOR 1996/97 
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• NO INITIAL CHARGE 

• NO WITHDRAWAL FEE 

The new M&G PEP allows investors to invest 
up to £6,000 for the 1996/97 tax year. 

It is designed for people who are looking for both 
good long term capital returns and rising income 
free of all income and capital gains taxes. 
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attar then theamtanton Iona wfl haw ptecedaiee. 

2 PLAN IIAflAEBl 

tl) Wb are membera odhs PIA and regutated by the PIA In the 
conduct ol our hwatmartbustoa®. 

(2) Wpogim toadKf^ Manaofif In retettoMyaj UMJ ftrsanal 
Equity Plan. 

(31 We stia£ from ttme to bma nominate PS 1 Funte as awSabte tar 
tmeenncrt irttMn Plans effected under these PH* Condhone. 

(4) WeshattbheyasinwslmsntobtoeantDbeloinnEthittiuse 
PB> Finds you ssleet m accordance with these CondHons. 

(5l We ate enttnad to act as principal In BBnsacllonswffli toe Ptatv 
Itat2 SUBSCRBWGTTt THE PUN 

3 S lB SC RlP TION LN8TS v 

(1) One PB> onty Asan iru&riduaJ you mayontyBUbscnhe to rme 
OetwaJ Personal Equity Plan In my one '/tit. >hu may nnttnue to 
sdncrtw nine Plan kt tolowtia yearn, aubjerdto Ttoasay Regulations 
and Mod Revenue requirements. 

(3 Ma x im um t nbsc ript tuu Tlw total anwud you orosuftetn the 
Plan dirtng sny one Itar cannot exceed the stfjsortjdjon amt tor that 
Thar. 

4 tflUK 10 SUBSOUBEIII A PUN 

(1) MwappPcsfleo Before we can o(ien your Plan. *m roust ma*ni 
from you a doty completed appilortlon torm at MAG Honan. Vtctana 
Road. CheUnstort (or any other oflice as am may frwn time todme 
norntoaiEl. Fcr regular sutacrtphone. tola one apficatlon cowia your 
fos year and any subsequent yeara. unfosa you totenwx paymento hr 
one Tear or mere - see OondMons 50] end Sf<| or speody othenefoe 
when you apply. Fbr hvestmeot by hunp sura only; we shad iwpdrea 

aneme awuiraiinn u» mditasre tour 

(2) Payment ftorrxaiBboaXgdtWthywg ap plic a Bunfiyroe^ 
M tar moutar sdoalp&ona. a lUy cwVKtod Urea duett tnoouebon; or 
(IN ta a lump sum towstment x Bheque for the toff amount of your 
riMsfoatllVL 

(3) Timing H « rralve your ramptaed appfceflon term and tnUal 
cash SutemiptUi not talw twn l2J0pra an any Btanese D^r. wa tsm 
accept your ^ipicatkm and open foe Plan oo that day If the appfcahon 
form and faddal Cash SUtBchp*m anrtw atter tiSOpm. we autoot 
open the Plan until the fottowtog Bustnaes Day. rf you aobscrfte by 
career dat* trty, «m oaratot open 0» Plan wlfl toe Button Day that 
th e flrot payment Is cnHacted. 

5 

m Paywent moBiDd to may only aU»crIw» a Pin by mofokiB a 
Catfi Subscription - see CbndHon I® lor deWlon. 

0) He»der eufcsraljittonB (Mess you «W» ottierwtoe on your 
appheahon form, m abaB tafte your appikadon as our authority to 
oolect and imiest subscrtjjflons untB one o( us notifies the othar In 
HrtwgtDthseomrar)’. 

(3) Changes to BnH Thist ntecOon to may iflrett lain wiling to 
fldpty frftxa Cash SifoecitptlB® to bnwt h Units tn one or more other 
PEP Funds. 

(4) Stopplafl snbscriphorro foumaydtscudtauei&dnxfodonsto 
your Ran after tmpmrBf or pemrarttr rrttaJtmBy tax) wStwd 
affecting yow right to onMnue your Plan, but you catnot subscribe to 
a Plan afw K has doeed (sea Cotofiton 22). 

Part 3 THE PLAN 

6 ASSETS OF THE PLAN _ 

(1) Convumts tor PtoJnimywimav rash hahnee^ 
el fncorna am other nS*a nd tha benefit ot any tax teW It rwpect ol 
theUbRs. 

O) Cash Wesnatl 

authorised tiallUitlnn ettln — - - j- - , ^ 

sha9 me(M to this account aB cash received Hi the Plan tocsnnp 
subsolptlans. hcome. to repayments and the proceeds ol sale id 
rrvesmwnts tn sawifonce wtm foese Ctcrfltions.^ 

□J hrwsdtoBypwmooay Km do net retan cash wat dn toa Pten m il 
stad ajsVy yar mbsotwions m d« new wauahen pott eBar iw«a_to 
puicnasa Unas h Bw P#Fbnd or Funds which you haw R^a^d.We 
shNJ toco amrty the proceeds ol any sale of Inwstmants to mveaim 
Units in one or more other PEP FumB, s In ContStkii IB. nolaea you 

(a) Btranste such proceeds to aHfowptamaragmaB to Cooronon 

2 ft or 

lb) to nay Bie procBtifa tn y «i S3 fn CtodBfan 71 . 

7 j^a^^erSS betoSSdto our tame oc. B m 

S ww hereby aftortse ua to 

i atom 

l not be 

iolitieN£m*»e. j J _ 


sabitohi a sterttog dent bccorort wta an 
mn too maantog ol to Banidng A« 1 967J M 
shaU nedtt to into account al cash received Hi the Plan tacuiwg 


ID RsyMEVTDFFKS 

Where passible, we dial deduct tees or other sums due to us from the 
cash scenting to the H*v t dm is Insuflldm caSi held si the Pkn a 
t»y lees, we low me rtgm to eel Uiuestounts totha! vshto and apply 
the prooaetb or the safe u such payment 
Hnt4 INFORMATION 
11 RB>ORTS AND MDIWG MOnS 

H) We shal not meicba any rattan rtgliB attaching to tnvesonents, 
unless ant until you haw elected to exerctsasuch rights ynureeiland 
toaruaad ub on Qh approortate lorn at mtatg tosmidoa 

0 to may totter use the gxKepravlilatf on toe sppfcaton term or 
Ota in one momtvs nodes nwtog a toed 

01 totesemtoanrMantountsaftteUnlt'fruHaidtheUatisaeni 
reports 

(b) to attend meetings ol unBhohkrs 
(dl to exercise wring rights 

(d) b receta eddhtoM intermadon hKoed a imlMiders 

Thfc toeoten wHl then continue until such One as you withdraw It m 

wUng. 

i2swiEHarrs 

to ahd send you a Ptan Statement twice a year drawn op as at 30th 
June and Jfst flteemoer, wdWn 25 Butohess days of those deiea. The 
statement w* Bluw delate of aU transactkns m yout Plan since the 
prewxis oemmeri 

13 H OTSftAItoN FOB PLAN MAHACHt 

(11 Vtau must provide us with all Information urtiten we reasonably 
request hr toe proposes of de Plan and. to portteutar, you must totem 
us tramptty It you change your home address. 

0 to muto Hum i£ Immediately tfyw cease to be resident and 
ortmaffly mldtnt to the Undid Wn^lom tor tn pwpo». If you are 
non-raddsnt you mwt notify us muiwfcstely it you cease to qualfyto 
subscribe o s PEP as e Crown Empteyae. M edfior esse, ynu may ml 
make any hxtfter Cash Sutsoipaons to your Ptan. 

14 NOTHS OR REQUESTS 

to must always sand us your mstroedons or requtas in writing and 
thfe Bflter inSy^y hi wrttog. 

to operate a wltten complaints, procedure to accordance with PIA 
rotes, to may address your conpUtd to us or to the PIA. 

Parts INCOME ARISING FROM THE PLAN 
IB DHEStmr OF PIAN INCOME 

Unless you stact to be paid the hcome from your Plan Me Cantona 
17). we tool apply all Incoms and tax repayments attributable to the 
Utes In you* Flan to ptntase hither unto ti die same Unit thd. 
Hneow. it you wdhfrnw al the Urns of any ltd Thst held In your Pun 
(see Condition ?l| alter the price tor that Unit Trust 1$ muted ex 
dtotrfouOon and before the dnrfoutten a patt m shaft red apply to 
income arismg horn the withdrawn holding to purchase further Units 
but pay it dfreedy to you on tie payment date. 

17 PHVMBnS OF PtAN BKOME 

(1) Beetton to may idea to receive income dbufoutuns and tax 
(tons a&rtw&Hs to the towsanods « t» Han. provided pxr tosmuf 
us to mtoro the payments by direct crerSt to a IK bar* or UK buSting 
society account. 

(2) Procedmefttkntog to nu*thatnict us In wiring m tha term 
wo shal provide and yrxr eiecuon wfl come mm effect sewn Bosons 
Days after we reetowi 

0 CtnoMng back to may wtmsw your previous Btocttm. This 
change bade to nesting kuome wil come rud toted seven Business 
Days attar we recam y«r wdten mstnicfrons. 

(4) P ayro e uto We snail arrange to mate payments to you to 
a c co i dun ce uMhyou’dlrBCtcnK&tffMnilaBtoioriff attar we a t t s e iies 
receive tne money 
IB TAX CLAIMS 

We toefl make aft the necessary dal ms fortax reM rtoadng to your 
Plan and the tmesmerts. hgtli and cash tatoes nelo h t 

part s bshne or maiok chan® to tw plan 

19 BUTBK AND SBlBifi HVES1iran5 
(1) Deillag Wees Subject to the exceptions below, we shall apply 
to aft pmcfmses and sales of Units dm offeror bkt ones catorteiEd as 
at toe repute vabatton pokn lor the Busness Day on wtach vre recene 
yrxr rmaeobufruertan*. cash subser&m. Income papaBri or Bx 
dean, provided ttts b before 12.90pm. fosmidlmis rec&ved after 
1 230pm wfi take eflea on the nod Business Day. 

Thb COndtxxi b varied tor the fonewtoj excepfioas: 

(a) Swttctns See COhtone. 

(&i aHxfratral fts Foods lAfeshrianjUTC Unto Si KWBxlraiiaJFSe 
Finds at an otter price wMdi iocorouraus a dscounl sqfoniem to the 
Manager's hldai charge. Wt «haD be ensiled to the lees specified Bi 
Condbton9(4). 

(0 AddMonai Fee Finds We toal be wnflled to the tees specified a 
Car*fflwj9«. 

CH SvnKhmg to may area whuffing, to se*lMa held m yaw 
Plan amt appS the proceeds to purchase Onus In one or more other 
current PEP Funds. 

wetonl apply »» proceeds tamwKtoy pita » the tetter IMTnsft 
lotuattoo punt an the Mortong Bustoess Day 

2DTRANSFSffl»GAPlAN 

(1) Aoewplnmaqigw to may to anytime Urea in to wtmg to 
transfer yotr entke Plan to another pbn manager who has agreed to 
accept toe tnrstet 

0 ftmfarrttMisoriabm too may dkeeriseaherBsef yrxr 
UUla or to amier man to toe new plan managsL l a trentov towtun 
fractftsu ol Utoh, we shal sell these hsetoas and pay toe proceeds to 
toe new pten managec it you Ored us to sen. we stall set the IWto 
taneOatelr prior to toe transfer ol the Plao and transfer tha pracee* 
of aw sue to the new plan manager. In either esse, wo shad also 
baniB any cash bafaoces ou any dher righto directly to me near plan 
moager W& mqy deduct from toe bander any sums due to «. 

(3) Timing RteintEl agree to brntafoot the transfer wbh tor new 
pten maager. Otr uawi Cmonons wO contsue to apply to the Ptan 
unto the transfer to comptetB end unis u* have eomptetefl ail 
outstareflng tranaefions and mat d Babttias. 

21 WimiRMBUJS 

(1) YoortnxtrncUone \bu may at any ttraa direcl us tn wnltag to 

toanAr or poy to you toe value ol M cr any cl the tovestmerts held to 
tte Pten and any cash balances « otoer rights in the Plan. 

(2) Transfer* Wu may direct us to transfer Unite to ywrsetr or 
anyone ebe you nominate. Tha W rates oil ceasej to apply to itoa 
tratBfemjd mveomad. B a transfer tovolws tnotons a ttaOs, wo shaft 
ad dose fradkxio mil pay ynu toe proceeds. 

a salM B mo dtrea us to sefl, wnen mi receive yoor wttsen 
request we dHUall the Unto and pay fte pnxxeds to you on the due 
swamrentdeta. 

(4) OuM— InglBBsoTtgx WBiBaydadudhaotonproceediany 
rmst due to us. We Shad tfso raSda any tax fcMBIes ot you* under 
toe Plan tor wnk* we must account under toe treasury Hegubttna. 

22 CLOSING A PLAN 

(1) At yew request tou may doee your Ptan at any tone B you 
wtsxbav A toe araeto in the Ptan and request us, in lotting, to ctooe 
toe Pbn. H you wttotoaw aB the assets but do not make that mAfoo 
request the Plan wfl dose In due course In accordance WtoWaiM 
Rennm raqutetnant5. 

m U vwceon to act M* Ran Meager ttwe deckle Id ceeee a 

W J - - — " T ktwtttng. 


27 BDySMMG LAST 

These ConOtfons and the muuonstup between toe two oi us wJI be 
gomiedbyEngfctitaw. 

29 COWBCSffnON 

to toe evail that we camut meat our flnsndal Sahinies to you. you w* 
be entitled a apply for compensator under toe Investors' Coropen- 
sattr SdtMDB esteMshed infer fte Fmanctei Services Aa 1986. 

29 PLANS BTECISl BBMRE 1ST JUK 19B9 

These CmnWtons wW apply to your Plan even A it was opened, or 
dertres from a Pbn vtoicti was opened, before 31 st May 1989. We nar 
tutto a Ptan n a single Investment wtoi ettect from in Jwa 19B9 and 
you may cotanur to tooscrfte as m Couttfors 4 ft S. 

30 MVESTMatTTRQSTS 

It your Plan Is invested In whole or In part hi shares In an U&G 
hvestmert TnoL l b subject « tha adOlonat provtstens set out in toe 
Annex beta*. 

MU PS> TH«S*COfBfnO«- ANhffiX TSUSDS 

U you Ptan la invested In wtiofe or hi part in Shares hi an MSG 
Invesfiwnl Tha. It to subject to the atoatonal provtstons s« out Mow. 
twi may no longer acquire Smme hi M&G income ksvecrment ihm 
RLC. orhMftGffocowry toresfowit True! RLGLn your Plan eragtm 
respect 01 tte investment ol bwxne arising from shares in tbal 
knestmenr That alreany held bi that Plan Vbu may. however, acqura 
Shares in M&G Equity Investment That P.LC. m your Plan as In 
Confittons 33, 38(21 and 38(3) or In rasped of toe vmsunent of 
focoow atbing bom Shwes In tom biwstment Thaa aimdy hek) h mat 
PHIL 

31 DBtomONS 

The DOMitaiH In CondUon I are amended or expnled as taftoes: 
Investments asdelradinContlGonl(2)andn>rahoMngaSltaesln 
a PC’ Fund. 

kw es t a i M t Treat U&6 Income nwsrment Thist PJ.C., M&G Recovery 
tovasttood That RLC. and M&6 Gsdly Inveoonenl TruS P4X. 

PH* Fund as defined In QmNtton 1(21 aratfor Shares m an llfiG 
kmsbtentitiEL 

Shares shares hi an M&G tnvestreem Trust (Indudng a package or 
group of shares) ml any interest hi aich Noibs. 

32 ASSETS OF THE PLAM 

In ackBbon to Contotm 6(11- your Plan biOutfes your Shares and all 
reams and otoer rtghto and toe benafll ol any tax reket « rasped a 
toe Sores h toe Fun 

33 SUBSCHBMK TQ A RAN 

too nay tadude In your Plan toe Shares m M&G Equjy Irmsnnstn 
Thot Pi_C. wtiWi ware ai totted or mocaud to you m a pu&Oc offer, lb 
do Wa you nnsfer a renounce ytu right to toe 9wes tc us, as Plan 
Manager, r eecardance wtto Tmnixy Heguladons. see Gondtoon 380 
and 38(3} to oenib of reguter and kxH4i subscriptions. 

34FSS 

(1) M&G taoorae hrmatoKiil Ihrst PJ_C. and M&G Racovery 
tavestBant'MatRLC. CoreStlon 9 does nd apply m tees Payable on 
Stores tn M&G tacome Investment Trust P.LC. or to M&G Recovery 
Investment Tiust PJ-ft In your Plan, which are as follows 
H) toMMCtaigo We make an uudal Charge ol 5% plus Wot toe 
cost ot atosoipbon tor former Swot as r CondOon 39 
(h) Annual Charge WO mate an Annual Charge on Shoes held in 
toe Ptan ol im* plus WT par year Thfc charge Is due h 12 equal 
mstohnenta and calculated on toe mfo-iiraritat value ol toe Shares el 
2.30pm on toe first Bustoess Day d each monto. It Is psyabta quarterty 
hi arrears or hi an apporaoned amount at the lime you sea ornanster 
toe 9am. 

0 M&G Equity braabnentltaatPiX Conation 9 does nd apply 
to tees peysbie cn Shams to MSfi Equity foveetmert Tmst P.LC. to your 
Plan. We. as Ptan Ifenager. wit make no charges In respect ot these 
Shares so king as a gubadary company ot M&G Grout P.LC. rematos 
the Investment advisor to M&G Equity Investment uvs) P.LC We 
receive fte riM< to make an annual PB 1 charge as to ConStbm 340 Hb] 
B and when toe nwstment edvtaer Is no tanger a subsidiary of The 
M&G Group PJ-C. 

(3) Other dees ttoi may be paidhyine hmstment manager of toe 
hwstDBti Trust ton assodatt ol ores under PIA rde^ sums equivalent 
to such drapes, lees and expenses as m incur m administrator and 
other sendees (todiHtag Regtanmts Imtaoni in respeo d Snares held 
to the Ran. 

3S REPORTS AND HJTWG fflfiffTS 

WedWI anange to send you tte uimml repon and accmxitcfoMhe 
tovestmam Hutf m busts you hotel ftu do not need to ded to receive 
toese as to CoreSficrnifZXa)- Tte rematoderot CmOtlon It appiasas 
B toe references to “tittts' nckxted ‘stares.- 
36DfVESTMBir0FPLAN>K0ME 

Condttroi 16 rotates only o Units toe postern for Stares la ea toflowm 
Unless you etod to be paid fte tacoine hum wur Ptan (see Condnkxi 
37). we shall apply al owtands (attar deductfan ol any anrarel ebarge 
-see CondDten 34) and tax repayments atotuoMe totlia Sharac to 
your Plan o purchase n sutnenba for turther Shares in toe same 
meOnam Trust I any cash bdwee ramatos we dai cany b hnod 
amt add It to tutiae tovsttnratt w paymanL Howmc, N you wltoibaw 
aO Bie Shares of aqy tovestnm Trust held in your Ptan (see ComOion 
40) attar toe price nr tost Investment That Is quotad ex dhtdond aid 
before too dvideta to pato, in dtafl not apply Bie kcone arising tan 
toe wanown noldtog w purchase bather Starts but pey it dbacBy ta 
you, together with any carried forward enh balance, oa tha payment 


(fee, NoaiWHoBBlPS* Mage 
tdfM&G Equhy Inrashnenl Trust RLC. there are no 
extra charges tor The U&G PSP. Thera Is no bdttad charge to your PSP Inveatroent and 

The Fmvl b rtranagS^M&fi investment Usnagtmnt Limited for an annual fee ot 
125% plus W. 

How can I Invest to M&G Equity In v e s tment Tnot P1X. tfareagh The tA&G PEP? 
There are three ways to invest You can Invest a tump sum, make regular monthly 
daymens or make a combtaBmi ol tomp sun ana moriBiiy paymerB. 

Each contribution will be Invested to Package Units al M&G Equity Investment Trust 
PJ_G. The oradraimyou can bwastina general PS* In any one lax yearlsEBJJOa 
Provtded you mvest during the oBer pwiod you wffl have the chance to kwostyoui 
ffiJKX) Pff Bftowances fbr both fte 199^6 and 1 996M7 tax yearn. 

Arrangements wifi be made to enable investors who acquire Package Units m M&G 
Eqdty bwessnem 'Bust p.LO. doing the offer period, a sel and refcwest their uitta Into 
The M&G PS’s! a trier (fete. 

There Is no share exetumpo or PGP transfer tatiUy rmBabta duo ta Htne 
cons tra ints. 

1. Lump stnn payments only 

TherataJmumkinpsurayDUcantoresIlsn.OODiThemaxinjiiroliBtosunJBEBJKX) 
each tn year. 

Z Monthly payments (1996/97 tax year only see the nod M&G page) 

The mWrnum irenhly payment Is £50. The mcMmurn monody payment Is ESOO. B you 
invest monthly by direct debit your first payment wffl be coftectsd aid Invested on 
Wednesday 1 7th April, 1 996 at toe maiket price ruitog at or about 130pm on that date. 
Thera wN atoo be a stamp duty cast of (L5% where applicable, hwr payments will 
continue being cnflected every third Wednesday ot each montti by M&G unless you 
instruct us. In writing, to stop. , 

a you dedda to Mvest In Bite way you we nation to cample* further appfeaden terms 
lor Mure tax years as wa writ automaBcafly contna you' PB> corfofodioris aooas tax 
years, unless you instruct us to stop by tfcfong the box in section t of the 1996/97 
appMontorm 

3. Loop son and inonlMy payments 

Vu may Invest by a confttaabon ol tump sum and monUVy p^rnema. K you wsh ta do 
this, you should send a ctefjje for your tamp sum payment and you should compote 
Ihs Direct Debt Inslniaion for hitaie mortify paymento on toe 19&6«7 appBcaOon hxm. 
When utM my tat payment be maria? 

Fbr tte 109997 *ar year 

Lump sun paymento All cheques and banker's drafts wffl be cashed on the 
29th February. 1996 and Package Units win be renounced mto The M&G PEP on 
9th April. 1996. 

ReiNJair ewntfey paymento The Artf payment wO be coBeciad and bnresfed on I71h 
Aprt, 1996 at the martet prfce ruBno at or about 130pm on that (tfe 
Can I add taroy Divestment oncoBie offer parted doses on 29th February, 1996? 
Its, you can top up your PB* by cheque winch must be received by us by U* mini 
Wednesday ol toe month, provided the! B» total annul conlrflxited ta a tax your does 
not exceed £££00. If you wteh to Increase your monthly payments you can also nottly 
us In wrttafl at any Ome. If we receive your mh sutecripbon earlier than ttte third 
Wednesday ol Bw rronifi, we dnfl hold the money In a dianl account oubMe yar PB> 
untft that time. - 

How do I anaige to racehic tn tree income? j 

It you wish to receive Income Irani you PEP. then tick the box in section 2 ol the 

application torn and detafe w« be sent to you. Tb recetae Inconie bom your PB> you 


^ PS ’^ 01 WBen,,s for WG Equdy htvesiment 
ta TWive m>me Paymans tan your 

re* at any Bme, amply let us krew and det3Us wffl be sent to yoa 
Caa 1 rehwest tbs incaoie from my PGP? 

TK^ Can^AjylncwnB and tax repaymeBts wtn be antomaUcally reinvested 
mu Bek Ita box on the appHcattan fmn to IndicatB you wish to receive 
^ c ^ub 5 tartaiyavg | cEme -giua ot w aweswraa. 

** * 'w*** i «ww. anwywntetousand we wfl 

at nappy to arrange Ins far you. 

Can I take money outol my PB> at any time? 

iMttiM ndrudkiB ta is. There B no mtixkaw! fee. It you direct us to seft we wfl send 

?S^^^^l 2 - 30p,n ^ Package Units vrHl be sold m me martel ar oraaoiri 

*5?2S?t5S ^ •***■ lnslniCllons fowved alter laaopravytil 

he beau as having been received on toe Utawtaa business da* 

5L?! 1 S; d0,Bte ®* T 1 * ““ PB> T*»ms and Condtifons - Arm hvesimeni frusa 
2* that In a tax year (n which you haw made 
ranhutoc to a rep, ll you wtoitodv it Be assets held n yoa re* you canrot moke 
^ flaw foveanwm ta a Pg in Bat ngremta year irlea you oo so before toe final 
tax retslm ta made by The Plsi ManmeL 

How do I apply? 

lOou#etott» PB* appMfoo fnmfs) hr toe apprepriale tax yearfa). 

tow much you w*h m invest, edtier by lump aim. rnontmy payments a a 
contotoarion of the Ml Please rate' a the note atxwe toe aroecaBni tarn u help you. 

2 Moke your pvyiuouL 

Ma * £ VW' <=TieqLru or tranters araft oayatjte- to rtoyaf Bank al 
Scotland pic A/C M&G Oflw\ crossed 'Not Negotiable' and enclose tt with your form. 
Ptease send a separate cheque far each applcatian you ernpiata. 
maiflOfloerts (1996/97 toyEaronfei: Please complete iteDvedDehttlnsinjim 

3 Retmn your term loc The M&G Otte. The Royal Bank of ScodaK) Ft cfopj). Bar 
793. Bristol BS99 5SE no later then 3.00pm on 29th February. 1996. ApobcaiiORS 
received after thfe date wfl be returned 

What documents wM i receive and when? 

Ova your application has been recetved In Bristol al The Royal Bark ol Scotland pto we 
will send you a confirmation of receipt within 5 working days. You will also receive 
confirmation ol be detaSs of you PEP to our formal acknovutedgernenL H you mvest In 
toa 199M7 M&G PEP you wfl receive Bits in AprL 

YbuwUI receive hafl-yearty oatemonta ol your PEP prepared in 30th June and 3ia 
Decanher each yeat Vbu should receive fosse witiifi 25 worinig days a Bie etanllte 
period. You will also recurve an annual and tab -yearly Report and Accounts ol M&G 
Equity investment Trial P.LC. when they are pubfched. Prices 0 Pacta# lines wiU be 
quoted In The Ftaanctal Times. 

Important aria* - Mease read uretaUv 

• Th is adverttoement to doslgnetl oniy tor ihe purpose cl giving information. Tte 

htonnabon cortafaed fn mis advertisement is based wntfimi ta st an tinBtf current law 
and inland Revenue practice as al 16th January. 1896. Whilst we before our 
taterprefoonol current law aid practice ta be correct wb cannot be held responsible 
ter tfu effects of any Mure fegtatatnn or any change In interpretation a treatment 

■ Attnugh you are always me beneficial owner of year Package Units, ihey wii be 
registered in Bw name a M&G Financial Sences Unfed, the regetered Ptan PB> Mnqr 

• %ur rights as a PtanhoklarwN be governed sotety by The M&G Personal EquBy^Nf 

Terms and CondOcra set out h Ws aduememeit Please teqi Item «t a sfo pteca 

• Al M&G PB’ltqkSngBsranraiaged as a single Plan Should you Utah to transfer 

poor hobfeiip to anther Ptn Manager yore Ran must be fcanfaradh lb odbatt 

Ctodtanaiy notes 

■ Yta slnid atasys remember that tha value admestmaato ana tfwtacmw 
tram thorn may go down as wel as lqp and ttsd you may not got back the anxmt 
yw invested TTwmftM to you of tte tax beiKlftscrf a PEP uriR depeodou yotr 
own ckera n sla tx roa. The value of yora capital Is ant pwrentoed. 

- The tax regkiHalPBtocaafaf change in fte fukre. 

• PBs t p a tam a ncetenotaacessarfyaguidetolitliireperfaro ia nce. 

• M&G does not offer investrocnl advice or mate any recommendations 
reganfciglwBStmento. We ont y marta to packagad products m d services of the 
maMtutottigaBuu. 

• n you tow any questions you cancaR our helpBra oo 0990 600 670. 


Ran at any nfterthne ad ftara ta a cash balance carted knrad tan 
previous tacome. urn shaft pay mat balance to you on tie payment data. 

37 twraans OF RAN wcosc 

ta adttlon to therms df ConOtai 17. we may dedod from income 
paymerte any anmnl drage an defined In Condttm 34. 

38 BUTMG AMD SELLBKSHAitES 

Conation 1 g relates only to Ufts; the godson far Shares Is re Wow 
(!) Buying Share* afftboMM » MkS mate Ml purchases of 
Surra at or around 2J0pm on tha Bretons Day on whtah we reeah* 


NOTES TO HELP YOU COMPLETE YOUR 1996/97 PEP APPLICATION FORM 


If you have already taken out a 1995/96 general PB» with a Ptan Manager other than M&G, you can only invest In The M&G PEP in this offer if you 
complete an app&cafion farm tar Tte M&G PEP 1996/97. 

Note 1. Please ohm your (toytime tetaphone number so that If a query arises in relation to your application form vre can attempt to contact you at once and speed 
up The processing of your form. No alesman wffl can. As part of our customer service, wb w!» contact a random sample of investors In the evening to ensure that 
they are happy with our standards ofadmbiistralion.lt you are happy to takB past in this research, please also ghreyotr evening telephone number. 

Where (his Dus'nesg has been fnfratfuced via an intermediary. M5G wfif contact Kite Intermedtry (n rasped of any queries. 

Mote a Ttxir NINO can be obtained from ywir employer or your toca) tax office. 

Nate l This application and renundation MUST be (or round thousand Package Units with a maximum of 6000 package units, Lb. 1000,2000,3000,4000.5000 
or 6000. (Subject to Conrftion g(e) of The Terms and Conditions ot Appficatian set out In the Listing Parbcidars dated 17th January. 1996.) it you subscribe for more 
Package Units than you are legally permitted to renotmeo into wur M&G PEP the excess Package Units, in round thousands, wfil be held wtaide your M&G 7& and 
you wffl receive a cartlflcaiB tor them. 

Note 4 Where shares are acquired In the marital there wffl also to a stamp duty cost of 05% where applicable far regular Investment made outside of tfte ofter period. 
Mote 5. The Terms oft CockBoos of appficatian set out In Bk Whig particulars dated IB 81 January, 1996 are varied and supplemented as folows:- 
(a) Ybu authorise The Royal Bank ol Sadand pic and M&G Fmandal Services Limited Id take aH steps and execute aB such documetes on your behalf as may be 
necessary In connection wttft tiw renundation of your Package Units. 

b) Ybu authorise The Royal Bank of Scotland pic to sand a documart of tide for the number of Package Unfls ^totted to you to M&G Financial Sendees Limited and 
procure that M&G financial Services United b placed on the register of membets of thB Company In respect d such package unite with effect tram 5th April, 1996. 

In addUan, ptease note: 

• The appBcalion tor Package Units contained in tills torm cannot be withdrawn. An application using this form to open a PEP may be withdrawn by returning the 
withdrawal sflp you wO receive with your acknowledgement letter to tte Plan Afanager at any time prior to 11th March. 1 996. 

• Ybur completed appllcationjs) and cheques) or bankarts draft|s) must be received by 3.00pm on Thursday 29th February at The Royal Bank o4 Scotland pic. 
P.D. Ben 793, BRETOL, BS99 5BR. 

B yon apply to open a PB> for 1995W6 end to snbecribe to Ith 1996/97 then the latter appUcatten is antfitknal on tte 1995/96 application not being 
withdrawn. If fl»1995/B6 application Is withdrawn you wU receive a direct certHkated boldrag hi the Company lor Bib total of your subscriptions. 
Issued by M&G Rnandai Sendees Limited regulated by^ The Paraonto investment Authority. 


O RegraxTSutaeripbcui Prorated you hokl Shares mrour Plan in 
MSG Equity Investment Dust PJ-C. wMch were elated or aftocsttd ta 
ytu In a pubUc oftaq joo may acquire further Braes in ttai seme 
Investment bust by making regular stftacripdans In aranttance with 
contain 5. feu must arrange to meks reefer subscriptions before too 
ck» ol Bta patdc Otar ox) we atrol fast buy Shares add) joir reefer 
stoscripthn InAtrt 1998. B you stop nnktag regOw suhsertptione far 
tovesunana ta such Shares In toe future, you wtl not be aide to 
reinsteta toe aiamwiraiL 

($ ■fop-op Sutwripflow Provided you hoU Shares tayoor Ptan h 
M&G Equky tavestmara 'frtat RLC. whfcb wsre aMted or allocated to 
you ta a pubic after, you may acquire further Shares n that same 
tneebjim Trust by w a k i ng an additional cash subscription In 
accordance wrifl ContfltUxi 5. Provided we hmracefred your cash 
subscription, and wur toamjetions to acqtani the new Shares ta your 
Plan, by l2JOpm on me third Wednesday a me month vre man buy 
aOSOonal Stores tar you at or mend 230jxn on lhal day- * wo receiw 
your cash sut a ert mta n renter itw tethK Wedne s day id Hwnundi. 
twstaf tatt tte money to a cffeni money acaxertouzstaa your Ptan 


(4) sauna Sbares Provided we reettva your wrtnt 
before IZBflpm at our CMmstonl afflee. we dial sal 
vow Ran at or around 230pm on that Business 


APPLICATION FORM 


| OFFER CLOSES 3.00PM 29TH FEBRUARY 


PEP 


96/97 


I M&G EQUITY INVESTMENT TRUST P.L.C. 

■ ' IMPORTANT: DETAILS REQURED BY TH£ INLAND REVENIE 

Tta apporaSoa mi he aaeped wBiofl toe towraig takxirettaa 



^eSxSuoraa ^‘swh^^ ^n ^'sall Sbaraa^ te td Vryw^^aw^the 

jjffi kuiLian 11 Hlii iimn ||1 Tr— Krr r 

gft l mn ftaML me miff only to Urate: me position tar Stwcs^ Is as 

taQI 2^^^ imnwirnnhi 

WtaMdtattetan. ®7“* ny ^oTtaft! ^^SuSgSw?^^ the 


ID Personal Details 


TU« MdMnsMso/MsADdw: 


Ful Forenames: 


Sumama: 


Address; 


Postcode: 


Tataphona No. 

(Inc. STD code] 

(Seanctel above) 


Daytime: 


Evening (optional): 


Dated Orth 


Je_ 


DuanraJfot 

fm 


Ttatfear 


(See ccra 2 tfouw d you camd kKde yiw NHR 


1 wen to invest fotae 
to year endtog 5th AprV 


19 9 7 


rigbo tan ome taOma warn me itobbMIlRtiwFfen. _ J _ rights aredly ft fte new plan wane 

® Ouwxreflnfl teesortac We ocy deduct from any taymantor transienviy sums due tons, 

ovmyw agree na ft Ospifeed tenstoanyanaZrttoetous. Wtdri*oretdaaiytaBll«teo( The reminder ot CondBdi 20 appta. 

toneaBoranysuehrignsaremh «»re uater me Ptan for wWdi we must account under maTreawy 40 wmeHUUNALS 




(Seeffle note below tfyou are tiwesling by monthly peymente) 

Note: II you Hand to invest montt* by Direct Debit you w« ratftawtocompWB 
•enBwappffcalicrifcnntefiritrew^* 

cantlraie tor sect) subsequent yean Please tick this box □ Uchj ixity wteh to 
taestmthetKyoe eodBg 1997 as stored on the cared Deto instnxaionbetow 
and do rat wish your payments to continue, ’fou may stop ytwr paymratis to any 
arts upon yourwrttten aonttmaSon. 


Investment DetaSs - Ptaaseloieato tx&m Vm amoont you wist) to invest efflher bj teap sura or mnOriy payments. 


PePFiMJ 

LUMPSUM 
(Mtranuxn C 1 . 000 ) 

MOOT'HtfMVMENTS 
fW&drnum ESD par month ) 1 

ROTLCNT METHODS AND INCOME OPTION 

MiG Equky 

Inuesbnnal 

TtuMRLC, 

£ .00 

£ . 00 * 

•lnewt imiueiitehyitoraie gtaderintalt Make pqnkfolo The Rdyti Bank 
. .otSeeslandp.Lc.. A/CM&G Oflbf'crc«een<lo*t4egMlabte." 

• -MnidhtyMpniatTiyDlreraDebaCoriptegesacdQnilbalcev. 

• tocwmopflottUycv mdtfvto reeeh*0 income payinjentsfram your PEP. tick 

• tte box end Uetata wffl be sent to you. □ 




(1) Tranters feu may dreei us to transtei 
anofter person or penons. The PS» rotes wl 
bantered bweainenL 

(2) safe* NyixidkBStnsloaelL Htenv 
request m shaft sail the Stares and pay tin 


U beciarations 

feMKEqdfetore rt B»art'ltot'RlJl/ote-to a itocite 1 utawix xa ifxara 8 datxwBfttelawMtaPB(kapBUrPstaW«Eqd»jT« 8 fo»y 

DB4 RLtAnhejitaor. lOOp pwOnttontoe'BBiia ntt (Xnteotad ApfietanBafeittottoltengpaitates Mat 17ft Jnan i 9 **®*** 


sss^b^sss^sS ®^ is S3SSESS s 

^^^ta*S^MM 5 aMflteB l Md**fo«fo BaMWp8 Y Btg3aae ” J “ afl ” TOhlB aSSng yar bwestotot Wha n taRm dassa. ynure»*e d* 

jsaggaffl Bgg"^^ gaBagaaa gBgfteeeto 


fnBkrtitaateti«ara«idWaidatlbow.|laiftvrw»«itiM9ftlW.l9BG(*dte4taremaflDoh^tWdNt4.fte^*^WtolDiM 

. RnmteSmlcnUBiltatohaUftuvPR^Mia ftaratoSerttaaltafeed l^to nv «fetoQ^ | PB J for^» 


YtXi MAY WHY Sirens TO ONE 
G9EBAL PEP IN ANT 0* TAX YEAR 
The appftcaUon ter Package Units 
contained in tills form cannot ta 
wfthdrawn. An feipiicaifan, using 
this fora, to open a Pff may be 
wUtotawn by returning 8 » w»i- 


Ttowtet fte«atoratacteled ta BteaBforttenwatdragreg tote boutf l. ll«n N tereepecta. lurittBStandihai afl my PS> foCngs v*h M&a 

BreiDBragBdwaslntePtaartdw^iwfohto'taiatoiiiyholcSngiftjnoBraWteJtewgBri^niBiatetetiiniteredfotesrtrete. 

iteraby de cl ew that tofte best of up karefohftwal bt 8 d, UmbbVatatanaeftxitalnifadeonicttodlaMfai Bib dadsaftias and 




tins Gttmaa W initetobolhyousnd your 
Iwand Yvifof (ntodteoirltowfcm Ttasgrae 



( 2 J ft a ^y^fUSSeim: aiaytn;ni 8,116 to l u ra raiB B s andfoi 

haul fop** vrer rr f* tnnfotooomi 

W ^^^^ToKraS^ariylsgtidregd^ SalnvesDawtei 

» W cnwwtoo 


sffi3sa^*^.-is!assri 



«y* .... 

dreeflytaflywi 



j sodtefaceDUti^i»te3stiovNi| 

Araototrass^te 


Direct DeW 

htstradioo 


yiiH RSSTPAy,"L’;r WILL fJDT S: COLLtCTEi: IIM1L iTTH APRIL. 10TS A! ID Villi 5= II.VESTED I.V THE: 1996:97 T/OC YEAR. 


Sottcode 


■ ’ ; Qrighwm IdHtfataftranafoef 9523T. 
*. MnraswfttelditkdyWBSBW^^ 


E 


Q teiite g fe l a te Blue 


mmndoveyouf 

wsrant 


5SSSSZ 


d m-m-m 

TSSSSnT 5 *■ 


admawtefeenwit tetter to tftt Plan 
Managrat any time prior to StbAtA 
1996. Fid detafls and Terms and 
Condttfors of the M&G PEP am 
Jnctuded ta the advertisement, feu 
should consult your .independent 
■thaucial advteet if you haw one, 
before towstfaft SBffl YOUR 
C 0 WTLHH) FOBM TO: The M&G 
Ofiet, The Roya Bonk d Scotland 
pi-C., PO Box 793, H8ST0L, BS99 
SB 8 , who so tor as ihte fe an 
appftcaaon to open a FS 1 wffl hoW 
this torn or your betad until 11 th 
MtoCh 1996. when it wffl be passed 
aver to tbs Plan Manager. PLEASE 
US BLOCK CAPITALS AND BLUE Oft 
BLACK ML 
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trusts unit and investment 




Put your trust in Peps 

Many investors are missing out on the tax advantages of the personal equity plan. By Paul Slade 


T housands of savers could be 
wasting tax by failing to shelter 
their unit trust savings within a 
tax-free Personal Equity Plan, 
according to industry figures 
out this week. A new survey 
from the Association of Unit Trusts 
and Investment Funds shows that the 
average unit trust investor’s portfolio 
is worthy only £4.649, well within the 
limit which allows investors to invest 
up to £6,000 a year in a PEP. 

But while 28 per cent had both 
bought a unit trust PEP and bought 
unit trusts directly, presumably 
because they had already .reached 
their £6,000 PEP limit, a further 13 per 
cenl of recent unit trust buyers bought 
their trusts direct, rather than doing so 
through a PEP, which suggests that 
many people are still needlessly pay- 
ing income and capital gains tax on 
their savings. 

PEPs have been around since 1987 
but investors have been buying unit 
trusts and investments for a lot longer, 
and many may not be aware of the cur- 
rent rules. Your main PEP can hold up 
to £6,000. which you can top up with 
a single-company PEP to the maxi- 
mum of £3,000. Single-company PEPs, 
as the name suggests, can hold shares 
in only one company, and are often 
used as part of an employee share 
ownership scheme. 

The PEP itself is not an investment 
plan, but puts your money in unit 
trusts or investment trusts, giving 
you access to a wide range of com- 
panies’ shares. Some PEPs will put 
your money into just one of the fund 
manager's unit trusts, such as a 
broadly based UK equities fund, 
while others spread your money 
across a handful of different funds. If 
your investment does well, the shares' 
growing value gives you capital 
growth, while the dividends which the 
shares pay out can be taken as 
income. 

Some PEPs put your money not into 
unit trusts, but into investment trusts. 
Both these products allow you to 
spread your investment across a wide 
range of companies and markets 
around the world, but they do have 
some different characteristics. 

One key difference is that invest- 
ment trusts are allowed to borrow 
money to boost their investments, 
while unit trusts are not This process. 


known as gearing, should allow an 
investment trust to outperform a com- 
parable unit trust when the stock mar- 
ket is rising. But gearing exaggerates 
not only your profits but also your 
losses, which can make investment 
trusts more volatile. 

lax is not the only advantage of 
buying trusts in PEP form. New 
entrants to the PEPs market, such as 
Richard Branson's Virgin Group, 
have also driven charges down, which 
means you can often pay just 3 per 
cent initial charge on unit trusts 
bought through a PEP, but 5 per cent 
on the same trusts from the same 
management group if you buy your 
units direct. 

PEPs are also exempt from capital 
gains tax. Many savers will find the 
PEP’s capital gains tax exemption 
irrelevant in the plan's early years, as 
you pay COT only when your annual 
profits from investments reach £6.000. 
But this relief does become worthwhile 
later. The only other significant down- 
side of PEPs is that they may weight 
your portfolio unduly towards UK 
and European stocks. 

There are two types of unit trust or 
investment trust you can include in 
your PEP, known as qualifying and 
non-qualifying trusts. Qualifying 
tnists, which must account for at 
least £4,500 of your £6,000 main PEP, 
are those with half or more of their 
assets in the UK or other European 
Union countries. Non-qualifying 
tnists, which are free to invest else- • 
where, can account for only £1,500 of 
your £6,000 plan. 

So, if you are convinced that returns 
from outside the EU are likely to sig- 
nificantly outstrip those in Europe, you 
might be prepared to forgo your tax 
break in order to invest as fully as pos- 
sible in those markets. Higher returns 
generally cany the price of higher risk, 
however, and this strategy will not be 
suitable for all investors. * 

The fact that you can buy a new PEP 
every year, and that both husband and 
wife can invest up to £9,000 a year 
each, means that couples with PEP 
portfolios of £100.000 or more are not 
uncommon. 

Few fund managers would rec- 
ommend having a portfolio of that 
si 2 e quite so heavily weighted 
towards the UK market as most 
PEPs are, particularly as we approach 


amounts invested.X£m)~ 
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a general election and probable 
change of government. 

Barry Bateman, president of 
Fidelity Investments Europe, says the 
vast majority, of the group's PEP 
clients have almost all their money in 
the UK, and that the£l,500 non-qual- 
ifying allowance is largely ignored. 

He says: “It's not that we're not 
optimistic about die UK but generally 
diversification is a sensible invest- 
ment approach. People’s PEP port- 
folios may well represent the vast 
majority of their equity investments, 
and if it's all skewed towards the UK 
that doesn’t seem to be particularly 
prudent If you've got a £100,000 port- 
folio, then in an ideal world you'd have 
£25.000 of that overseas." 

Fidelity is hoping to tackle this 
problem with the launch of its new 
triple-performance PEP. This plan will 
put 50 per cent of investors* money 
into the company’s UK special situa- 
tions trust, 25 per cent into its Euro- 
pean trust, 25 per cent into its Euro- 
pean trust and 25 per cent into its 
South-east Asia trust. All these three 
funds have grown at twee the rate of 


their respective stock market indices 
since launch. 

The Autif survey also suggests that 
equity investments through unit trusts 
are no longer only for the rich. Before 
PEPs made their debut in 1987, the 
average unit trust holding was about 
£12,000 to £15,000, three times today’s 
level. The survey also shows that 70 
per cent of unit trust investors are 
either basic- or lower-rate taxpayers, 
earning less than £24,300 a year. 

Despite the stock market’s record 
performance in 1995, unit trust PEP 
sales fell from 1994’s total of £3.9bn 
to just £3.1bn. Autif believes this is 
because there is a built-in time lag 
between people observing strong 
stock market performance and actu- 
ally buying a PEP or some other 
equity product. Sales in the final quar- 
ter of 1995, up to £802m from £698m 
the previous quarter, would seem to 
support this view. PEPs accounted for 
77 per cent of all retail unit trust sales 
in December 1995. 

Part of the recovery is due to the 
growing awareness of the recovery in 
the stock market. But inflows have 


been boosted by the emergence of two 
new products, index tracker fends 
and corporate bond PEPS. Index 
tracker PEPs, unlike actively managed 
fends, do not rely on the fund man- 
ager s skill at stock-picking. Instead, 
the fund buys either a stake in every 
company represdbted by a particular 
stock market index, such as the FT-SE, 
or just enough stocks to mirror accu- 
rately the index's performance. 

Many investors like these funds 
because they are easy to understand 
and you can keep track of your invest- 
ment simply by following the FT-SE. 
All but about 20 per cent of actively 
managed fends underperform the 
index in any case, which means 
investors in the remaining 80 per cent 
of actively managed funds would be 
better off with a tracker. 

The corporate bond PEP is for 
those investors whose priority is imme- 
diate high income rather than capital 
growth. These plans do not buy 
shares, but the bonds which companies 
use to borrow money from investors. 
Savers put £478m into corporate bond 
PEPS during 1995. 


TIN THINGS YOU NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT PEPS 


1. Thicheaped and mdst tax^cient 
. waytolfnresfin^uriitW 

investment trostste the foftnof a 
' personal equity pfon. . 

2. Uniikeunit trustand investment - 

bust holdings the interest on /. , 
assets in a PERP is free of income 
fax, and capital gains are exempt 
from CGT. : V ; 

3 . PEPs male goad substitutes for a 
pension plan; but can be sold at : 
any time and the gains are still 

/tax-free, unlike a Tessa. 

4. Investors can put up fin £6,000' in 
each tax year 1 into.a'pereonal . 
equity plan investipgiria unit 
trust, investment trust or selected 

. shares. ' 

5. They can also put up to £3,000 
more each year into a single- 

• company PEP investing literally in 
the shares of one company; often 
as part of an employee share- . 
ownership scheme. 

6. Since last July a PEP can be ' 
invested in corporate bonds, fixed 
interest securities and loan stocks 
issued tty UK and EU companies 
as well as UK government 
securities to produce a high- . 
income investment 

7. Three quarters of each PEP must 
be invested in trusts with at least 
half their assets in the UK or other 
EU countries. The balance can be 
invested elsewhere, in the US or 
Japan. 

8. Personal equity plans are mostly 
run by investment managers or 
stockbrokers but rt is possible s 
have a self-select PEP and choose 
the assets yourself. 

9. PEP managers can charge an 
initial tee to set up the PEP, an 
annual management charge and a 
withdrawal charge, but as a result 
of competition charges are failing 
and PEPs are often cheaper than 
ordinary unit trusts.. 

10. You can invest in a PEP with a 
lump sum or a regular savings 
contribution. . 
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No.1 for growth. 
The Newton Income PER 


Y) [Y : 

jj&L 


• Top performing PEPable UK 
Unit Trust over 10 years* 

• £1,000 invested at launch in 
May 1985 - now worth £8,114' 

• Fund Research - AAA rated 


GC The Newton Income 


Fund remains the top 


performer in its sector 


over 10 years , The PEP 


investor simply has to 


loolc into this record. 9 9 


For more information, please contact 
JOar Independent Financial Adviser, 
return the coupon below nr call free on 

0500 110 OOO 


•Source Afcrppaf. aguma fo mmw f.S-SS UK 

Grcmlh jndkmne Socfcc OtaWrd.gnsara'nii'.iiuKM 
tur •lifl-'f-r, Bwttv bx> kwn*> T'l n«*i 

tt-_ty aungo ”**» >ak* on yfxr namaui 

cntmurccs ft® uui cl urn M no Son trem can 

qn dewn aa no* os no ana rwtcaoi? rna» not pul bar* rxj fid 
anew* i mesnM P-B* ec farmanut a r*» rntr. esat, .? <*x*i so 
jno lArc Now**' Ungn Umrod r. ■mjutBeJ n mo 
fVcKAU Imnwnwl Au3KC»* J<M BffO A ironfe* 01 AUTIF. 
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Two PEPs for the price of one - you won’t 
get this from anyone else! 

We already offer our Index-Tracking PEP investors 
the lowest charges around. NO initial 
charges; NO withdrawal fees; and 
a management charge of only 0.5% 


per annum. 

But now we want to do even 
more than that. So, when you take 
out our Index-Tracking PEP for 
1995/6 and 1996/7. we will abolish 
ALL charges for the whole of the 
first year of your 1995/6 PER 

Thar's two PEPs; just one set 
of charges; and we guarantee you won't pay 
less anywhere! 

•Sourer Mcropil test prefiKmance b m« nrtnurtly a guide 10 future pcrttin nu 
the nnogm unesred Afl uioeiia arc cunrct <■ at 22-01 9n Pull omnt drtalb , 
Lcwl * Ocrari (Unit TitM Marojem) Uranrd He mm e d In EoRUnd Nn UW4I8 
*cpib»d hr WHO and the hnotul Imemesi Mubnrtre 


INITIAL CHARGES 

NO 

WITHDRAWAL FEES 
AND A 

FREE PEP 

FOR A YEAR 


And our performance Is hard to beat. 

Our PEP tracks the FT-SE-A All-Share Index, the 
broadest measure of the UK stock market. 

Over the last five years the 
Index has risen by 133% - that's a 
35% higher return than the average 
unit trust In fact most actively 


managed fends foil to match the 
FT-SE-A All-Share Index with any 
consistency? 

Invest before April 5 th for 
our 2-for-l PEP offer. 

To invest - or to transfer fends 
from an existing PEP - ring us now 
on 0800 11 66 22 (your call is free). Or return the 
coupon today for more information. 

mcc Bocfa capital sod non, values may jo) dam wcO » up and you may not get back 
m uubUt nn rcquei 

1 Oflkr- Temple coun. II Qneo, Victoria Snret London BC4N Vfp 


CALL 0800 11 66 22 FREE 


'.VevvtOrt has a -t £ n <, l c <iim in life: to increase Che real wealth of all of our clients. 


7 &KYS A WEEK 8AM TO 10PM. PLEASE QUOTE REF. TP 189 

tore to: Ifgal A Ocneal lUWl Hus Staupni Limned. FHEEPUST 4 * 4 . K^-upnvIw, SuittvCTZ fiHR 
Pteur lend or full vrtam daub of the Lrjal A f^nml Indcz-Tncku^ PEp 


POSTCODE TELEPHONE WO 

If you already hare any PEP mrestracM. plow uric here Q 

'EjT*' an d T^ bhlc u. un..«re.. n l -W-Kuv™. „ y tcS you abou, «hct 

u U “ f ^ 3 " d * Onicrel Companies tore Ud ffito box tf ™*UI 

prtfrr noi in nxttw ihfta mfnmusiOfi □ 


General 

trust us to deliver 
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M&G EQUITY INVESTMENT TRUST P.L.C 


EQUITY INVESTMENT TRUST P L.C 

(Inaxporatadln England and Wales under «,*, 

^^to«n^3 ) «,^ nMn ' 8SAn ’«* 
Offer for Subscription, Intermetfiaries <mL . 
tf*. BSKiMon Package Unite atioop " a0 ‘" 9 

' acceptance each compriS^' payaWe ln full on 

“--r“ ^ 


in corw-"' acquisition of aharcKt nf ms/h „ ,, 

“Otn 5.750.000 ™ RLC - °' 

, . npte300milionMe™K l ^u„ ltta ee. 5 peach 

oneZ^^^J^ ■ 

and one Capital Share 

stcfi? £***: KB **»nfcty iw* e** * 

rfJMageljSp^ to Oder tor SutotoUai 


^ bwsnKsiHMa™ 

Ufa of U&C Bqmiy. *^™^™ N ^ p *"* e * nw,K| fc«li>*wiii«rtwiwl5jOT 

tty cwnpeiwaiwl *or 

iJr/iy mn “P™ B rawin 3W B raB ® 1 “* te asniUMns bmmi dv T ha iw. 

J^JJ 1 hSS^SSJJ’^ "*“* " an ^ ' mn M “ 

whttdJX com P ,l9e a a**'*’ * IHQti ytekfing shares 

rentna tn mr™!* nQ * Jt ‘ u to l* unBft«Uira The pnce d cuch crufts can be riepracsed for eubu 
T ta M ln * IBnd “ ■» m«8 (towMaily State. 

F“®0“ Dva «*.? Mion te u» equay meow tends. 
TT»b^Lf^ ^ ^ ““ ^ 0c l u « 1 r >ocome eweatmem rnct 

arLfinRi Fmd ' 3,1 MJBlc,bea ii«1 trust luna wttUi tea Deal opera eng 

talta MM hjm S* 01 ,® a^aPaarctot. 1995. An tmmaa to £1J»0 

"innMM Dwoena nmo ai Bunch wotod. ai 3ia December. 1095. nave Men worm £76.160 Ihts 
"* M ™ n t,B jng andunaniei. os mesaxed Dr tno FT-SE Actuaries AI -snore 
7,005 “* ” mp t * ,kld R 0“ rf 3 «*wrain me relative 

Smira ESSiS *"* “»*« "■ vatermm 

R® 11 PnwshKtexanda similar kwastmemm abiakfov 


in “* *«w«n until me Offer ft? 
London Sock Exdionga lK£ Sal K eESS SStoS^HS? 0«^ fta 

Januatyi 199B .^^Bitranw.offam^^ 

“ *» Wfs » Snares m the 


"^ ^ ricw AatflBB. ■ •^unam a mh8f Professional adws. arums* unOi* the 


i is dram to me 



iBaaKr^ 

on tetter Hie Offer 

M^^sSswWon 

KoM*i expected to be announced 
to to de^a^ 

.? l** 5 " 11 Sf ? ll a Btoaaad a camnaica 

gares mm jpg’ tar tagwe 

gtorattfwrina Stiares hm » W tor 1BWW 


10.00a.m. on TTumby IstFebnorv 
2.00 oal on Vtabnoday Catti Feorvara 
500 p.m. on Thunday 290i Fetvuary 
500 p jb. on Friuay IB Manu 
10.00 a.m. on MonQay 4si March 

FtaajrBtfi March 
Frtjayaitiitoai 
Thunsday 4to Apd 
nusdoy i am Am 


TTw fuTkjrmana) ul Tha MAG DtvWrnd hnfl cxrtars a 31 '.' ftst penoa tmesim WwAd not aosunv 
ttat the wrtarmanca actewed onr Ms tongor period can be reafced over B» piamsd 15 year mo or 
MSGEouthc 

Tha M8C DMriend Fund Is the bioesl equay income un# trust In Dia uk aal ont me Iasi 2S wars 
N has never reduced us atnnunon Tins has Men arHewa against a bechmound □< widely varykip 
eannlr coraltuns. Induing tlra major meajm. dutog me m al wredi The M&6 DMdmdFund 
was one al too tew equity income ui it tresis In me UK iw ro retuce its msntuiDon. 

Bgm 4 shows the EbttrHHnUte. received on an Investment of £1 JHO urate d toe launen til Ttw 
MM DMdsnd Find. The total net name recetnd on sun an investment to 319 DecmUMi, 1995 
wouW haua tuen E6.9M ewapamo to £2,008 tihWi the same Investment would have generated H 
hvested h a bufcSng society enere ocean. 



m 3p ?I. < r?P te, * m «snTienJ trust nrrth e pfawned at lwssen ysira. 

potoriM ter recovery and companes widen have the pounUal to Increase their 

Su^snw^ 

S^orSS']^ 

1 1**?. 1****™*"* rate otraunhttM term a caproL home Stan 

^^ssaaiss^ssffljsassaK 

awoJSSffi«inl 'incon^a^nn^^ro'ShiteiaBS^^udte^^canSaSmnS 

»l1?Ka , SM3SSS ta 

h adrfl^ MM ^hy wd ssue DetefTwl masno Shares do De IkOHh Deieneo Pack™ IWts 

OFFER FOR SVBSUNFJ10H NIBOBMOB ORBS AKD PUUMB 
T^ ffl^^ ^^-^^^QPM^appIlcatitretorPadiatgunlBiwtvMioooewaiirtgann 

^^gsBwsstBsSSas^sg£i 

^^^i«S»M«gRaaexiBUhBk The Ptecho wfl dote at 500 p.m. on Fretay; ia March. 199a 

toSwteb ira» Iransfcr m to £8,000 unto of Component 9aes a Package Unrts mm a general 
PS» te r each offti 1995BwtM«6/7 toe yeats. 

KSUE SDU2SIKS 


Price 70tte 37p 44p C5 

Rxecsn Infflal gross itwidendjrWd 4.4K 10% 

inual net nsBi value lOOp 3ip o.ip 68 9p 

LLUSTBAIWE GROSS HSlBVTnNyBJIS 

Assumed Growth Rates: 0% ZS% 5% 7-5% m 

Zero DMdend Share 7^1 B.lZ 512 512 8.12 

mcomoStaK 586 755 1022 1248 14.75 

Capita Shares (1001 1JB 555 1327 1728 

77eadmrAistrattv{n n 4'<dbttoil>ijMte arc stated as ptinxmagesporeman mi haw hum 
hosed on, ^staMdte read to mfljnrtanwOi tha Assumptions' set out in ttie 

Listing PVtum. 

BWSIMB)T0BJHniVB|P0UCYAMlMAIiAGB8Brr 
toveetmm* ob)ecdra 

MSfi fijiiys kwastounrabtedhH wHIbetoufifNe- 

• fn Bt»« average rate al capital apprecHeon and income growth 

• hcr^sed dmdands each year tw 15 yme 

• ari estimated arexafised btobc dEtrauUon ywM ot 4.4% 

• maahjtBMvatlctoyieUatZIS* 

MSG Equhr^ portlofb n« BtrphasteB two styajs of hmsunem, namety roemwy anQ mcotrm. aid 

W vm he imvM an two ol M&GH UK urit OwS - Iho MM Recanry Fund ond The M86 ttwlend Putt 
Tlese unit ouste hete en mcnfched recom kr tnewne and cajAW growth arm dernfc at tterpertorm- 
enee roconts « Bustratod below. Over wory 15 year period ladwtated a me end ol each month) 
sirts the buicfi ot these two hrete, each or them has outperformed tha FtSE Actiaies Al-Sftare hde*. 

By corrtvwg rennwy and incoree state M8G Etyihy hdtovw It can prande si aBtacfive Wttd 
'name which is My to qidw 

h»5tnt h tucpviiry noda an ghe a satutactcry home amrttne aBhaugh Oils tncome may be 
maUta. Howpi«.a3 the raamry element olltw pontote wfl bebelmcadi^ff* imm sate fncnma 
otonera. HBG Entity betees th th* to be manaoeaMe. 



The pertotmance ci The M&G IMdond Fund tows a 3W yew psna kniBEWs should ml assume 
Om the portermanai achtevod over this Knger period ran he real bed over the panned 15 year lib ol 
M&€ Equay 

MM end h nuj i irum brats 

The Manager s responsWe br low nvestmera trusts am s one id Bib Upes managers oy mariiet 
oapiadsauat at cpfii tawtal investment trusa mu* uk M&G vranw ktwstmod Tnnt PUL are MSG 
Recowry tovestmem Th« P.LC. are Epeoalist InvesBiait trusts which imtesl tor kteotne and capital 
flnjwth respectively and me Manager ts maretore wed paced to canhhs dtecmeiy ihs heome and 
meouenr teestment styles. 

On 31M Dectnwr, 1985 MM kicome ktvestmem Tnist P.LC. was valued at E329.7 mtton with o 
grosG yield ol 4.77%. An nvesonst ol Ci 500 at the inceptkn al UM fnams hvestment Rust RLC 
In October 1991 wouU have rts» to El 236 as al 31 M DecEnto. 1995 . a almflu mvestmam In me 
Fr-SE Actuaries At- Share hdev nnrU te iMrin 2i ,8T0. 

MS£ Recovery Ireeamem 5ust RLC. was valued m El S7.1 nvBoiwdh a possyleM of 328% as 
S13ia December, 10B. An nvesmuiii ol El .000 k the inception ol UM Recovery investment Trust 
RLC. h April 1992 K)tM haw nan to £1.532 as al 31 st Decemher, 1995 A slnte investment in tie 
FM£ Aduarin AD-Store Indw mUti be worth El 285 

AMuHjflh M&G Income kwesnwn Trust P.LC and MM Recovery kweshnent Tnnt RLC. use the 
income and recovery styles respectively compajismB are nm made with tries perionnaiicra as they 
ware both buiched less ihai five yews ego 
Sunanary 

MM Equhy Miens that Hie eamtaBllDn of the Income and recovery styles nf bneetment wil 
result In an anreorre balance o> capod appreciation and ncome growth ana an esUmaUd annuateed 
moss dGthDmm yield ol 4.4%. 

THE M&6 DUAL 0FFS1S 

UM Equity b maung otters ter all the Income and capital shares ol MSU Dus) Trust P.LC 
FMowmg the dose oime MM Dual Offers. USB Emily nay hold a agnlllcam perewsega ol shores n 
M&G DuaL MM Dual's sale investment n m units n The MM General Unit Trust Find, an euthorWed 
unit mm. which has an irrmtnem portfolio similar to that planned la M&G Equity. M&G Dual fc 
aqxctsd to he mind 14) eortyn 1997 xtiuntHtratUm. the overaB returns othOSBpXY may He 
affected, depending on the number aid class ol M&G Dial Shares owned try M&G Eqifty. 

Under lhe M&G Dual Otfere. SBC Ittnhurg. m behaff ol M&G Equity e offering hoMere <t MM Dual 
Shares the right to he issued and eHoted M&G equity Snares on me- totowlng bases: 

The Csplal Otter 

For each M&G Dual Catvtel Share Such number ot Deferred Package Umts. as hsvean 

rttfri assel value equal m lD3%tfB«l 


lhe Incoree Offer 

ftr every TOO U&GDuaUnaana Shares 


M&fi Equity's MrttoOawfl reah^r compflw ortnary sharea of UK IncorDreated coraparees which 
are flsteo on the London Stoem Enchango and wdl tea* an two styles al investment raawrey end 
ncome. Tte wll gbe a poritolo which partfc comteta of atoms h corepantet which are aging mratfi 
admchRpvtoatw dm potsnu lor ncoaerr and computa widen are high ywiring But *e, rM&G 
Eqoftyls opinion, undervalued. The pordoilo wW In hissed trends companies outside the FT-SE TOO 
Met A seal pnwrtoe 0! 9* portfoSo mw ante of csrenvimiwand tdher tad huereo saewniea 

The Manaoar may setecL on tefsitf of M&G Equity, owreaas securffles which B hafievfis unuld suit 
MM B*iy* ImwaMnt atyle. Threw aacutta wi ptedomhartl)i be Mad owreaas but tray be feted 
on ttta London Stock BtO ian qa. 

Ito invostmasds ta inquoted secolfln wto Iw made. Tho Jmestmimt polcy wtt he condstant vdm 
M&G Emtfty reafifying m at bmatmanl tnat ABfaouah MU Eautty may borrow to a touted aster* to 
fund ehort terra hvestment oppotonteR a Is not the present mtanten met any signfftcaBd long-term 
bonovringsw* ne made. M&G Eqrty may psndpate In inkrartBog or sutMindarwnling pWlc share 
bows and ptadnga. 

M&G Equity wffl, In the absence of unforeseen cheumstancaa, fotar die investment poScy 
desofoed above ter at least three yean attar tfw Rsttng of the Stem and any material ciwtge in ft 
swestmert polky dwins that fftw uriH on^i l» mad# vrtm me appiovdl of shomhoMere. 


M&fi Equayia cwSoflo tan be muaped by Bjb itenaper, which Is toe Bvestnem msnaper of the 
M&Q range ot unit trushi, knestmant ffusta. Ufe assurance and pension funds. TTw Uanaper also 
prarttes towstowm manejpment servtaa to company psnrion tends, chartoea »« oher tenia, itei 
tuateufldarmanDg«nsatat3lGtDocetntKr.1B96vre(e£i4.1 billon. TheUanagert pefley wfflbe 
based 00 HUTS mvesonon cttaqoliy, viNch Is to canconMM on tonj^tem sabe wflh an amfossjo 
on kKapw and recovery, and a garni retoctanoato bwest ki Nphty rate fasbkmmfe ctocte. MSfils 
Investment pMosopfty b Mso that It should lags a firm end laMtag retottamhip «Hi the managrenm 
ot companies In which ttlmreatetteoutfi flWng ttwaa companies cora mctw e support W hmaj ot 


rather man merely deposing ofa hotdfcg whan the mvesbiwm promiece hacome laaessteln. 

M&G sod recovery hnreshiieet 

The principle behind tovestmerta to reawwy stochs Is to Invest In coapsnlos whfch ere paredved 


manaoemerfl. cytScal rKrenhins. fuming rtftBaflBea w soma unforeseen drcumstance and mriy not 
reflect me undalylng worth ttf the bateosB. These can pturtte ouWandho irwaBientatooitiiftaTlie 
price ot s shoe can awrtus# Use ahonglr fmn a tow base as a mult id a poattw change m tnspecs. 
Eventually mrehm santfment can add tutths Impetus to any price rises ssttw csrepanyls prospects 
Bvssate In impnwed resuHe. . . 


For every lOO U&GDuallncQma Shares 103 DelatTM Package Unto and lOODirttend Snares 

and so tn proporaon for any other runher ol M&G 
Puslhnune Shares. 

Each aceptmg UM Dual Shurahoideris enttownem to Detwiea Paaage Uiws wi be touttdad up 
reffwneefeanSMtiuinbertrfOfterrEdraciiase Uteb. 

ThB nW w each LV&G Dual Capital Snare nfli be cafoutaled according to a formula ano wtil be 
braafly equhatent to its net asst *aue, after deduokig cenurn expenses to oe bamo by MM Dual in 
retadon to tna MM Dual Offers. Had the fW been cahWaled on 1 tth January. 1996 (the latest 
practcaiiie ittc pnsr to me putfficadonol Das docunent}. the FAV of aach MM Dual Ctttdai Share 
would have been £31.47. On me base, a holder of 100 M&G Dual Capita Shares who accepted me 
naewrt offer would hzva been emraed to be alkmed 3J42 Deterred Pedoge Units wtfi a net essat 
vateof E3.M2 and a value (at the issue pdea of 962p per Deferred fteckageUnfU of £3,129, On the 
same basis. It me MSG Dual Offers ware accepted by all M&G Dual Snareftofekrv t43.707.000 
Deterred Package Units tread iww beat Issued, with an aggregate net asset vafoe of £143.707,005 
RetedoaaMp betwaan MM Equity and u&fi Dote 

rooming the aaaasiSon of U&G Doat Shares tursuant m the M&G Dual Offers, M&G Equity may 
become a s ^nffi ca m tfaseteMwol M&G Dial. 

If, meowing me MM Dual Criers. U&£ EtMty'8 fwtfng of MSG Dual Shares carets toss mart SO 
per care of the vnhng nqtns exercreaWe st general meetings ol M&G DuaL In accordance wnh a 
nspirement td me PaneL M&G Equity iws eonfinnad mat In those orcumsances and infos Hu ftml 
tehenmn perrnls. K&G Equity vmdd not exercise sty of the rebng rights aoachaig to any or lhe M&G 
Dual Shares which it aeqares pursuant d the M&G Dual Often in respect of a resoluBarriroposed at' 
a General Meeting ora meeting of aiy dess of shaenoUer ol MM Dual retomg to any general rtiet 
seftame ol arrangement or rennsmictmn provided that such altar a scheme includes a cash 
atternzBw on no less tewweble toms than would be acteeved on a remans up ol BUG Dud. 

As a slgnttam sfarehoWer id MM Ouek M&G bpdty Ik assiMd MM Duo) that 
mi n wn not seek o change M&G Dial's Articles of Association. Including In oarttedar the 
provisions idafing o the wkafing-up ol M&G Dual or to put M&G Dual into eater wiraSna up. 
fbt d wMnot seek to alter M&G Dual* odstmp hresmients or dtasiend policy; and 
fq uwfl maMam a tart a! U&G Dual munch a majorcyaime oveewsare hdependatul tie 
UntgK 

M&G Group RLE. and M&G Equity have tamer confirmed mat they wO use their reasonable 
enpeavDure to mabdam MM Oual% mvestmos oust staaa and m partkaila the bsang ol me U&G Dual 
Shoes. 

CAPTDU. STRUCTURE 

BackTOwid to S|flt Capital rnesteienfltests 

. A spBl capaal mvestment bust has more ttrai one Hass of share capdaLSpUt caplfel Investmart 
trusts are designed a appeal to investors who want to receive a specific tom 
of return on ther Investment whether tn income, a predetermined annum ot capital or 
capital growth 

Stores In spu casual mvestmem ousts often Bade In umts ftamprtelng one each of the refcnare 
trust* wdertytng shares}. These urfS haw Bie ctnrecteriedcs of onteny riures m an Hvestowil B«t 
fdtnmdasplaiaptid. 

Capfiaf StracSBB Summary 

Shoes tewed pursuant to the DOere ami The Pteciog: 

The Wowing dassas of Share wa be issued pmuant to fee Offers as) me Pteng: 

Zero Dividend Stores WWdi otter a (ndetermand rate of return In lhe form ot caiMal and which 
rtffl be redeema* a a vafcie of lODp so me end of M&G Equbyt ptecned IReen year Hr. 

wane Shares with a reriOTpSon value of 5ip w«ch cany the rtoht to receive ad M&G Equity* net 
incoma toqetner, unDI the ftsl drridend payment wtm a recotd oate after 31st Mwch. 1997. wflh tne 
Dividend swes and 

Capital Shares wtuen wfli receive the beneflt ot any capital growth m M&G Equity after the 
anfflernoss of the tofflss of 8w Zero DMOeno Shares. Deferred income Snares, kravne Shares and 


The recovery Investment style has risks attached, partWilariy B me paUXBU is restricted to Under the Offas. Zero Dtridfina Shares. Capital Shares and l 

me recovery y^ghci^ mmc^^^ ^ ooejte^idmnsiJCfi dass. 




iy be sune odiers experiencing a strong recovery. 

»wb tmlervdued sltuitions u be tomd in me teas weU 
toe FT-SE 100 fode* and, Mowing me poicy 
nd, M&G Equity's portfolio la tody m be biased tnwa| 
T0% ol the value of The M&G Recwery Fmd md 


ktton to Zen Dtodend Srnres aid Captal S 
t to the M&G Dual Offers: 


s on a bdwe 31st March, 1097 
bares. The purpose dtfis Defet 


1 pad by raterenw to a record date 




n^iwwpteW-sww^™^,!?"" 

anew, was mans n ew . 
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« of MSG Equity 


tm wfl wc w w r 

ajM fa re we ewiaceimoiiteswi. 




sas 











mmrn 

l ii ' :BtB S SCa ai 




vsa* oil poo the 


MtnmeUMDualQbnas 
xdlnmy share capital. Each 
a a rate of i%p« annum of 


re«<uiWiiat»i)rcooseCiD»«iduaMME<>i4y As lhaptoousal a twiiwd to pass achanos jOTa 

of tne Zero DnfoealSharoxto estate Shares lan >d opporvuty to reaiee tar inesBitaitimcx XBW. 


, ^StaiS^fc ■*' t”** 0,1 m ' 811 BmHal “W 1 EW OBW 1 ” 
Holdere of Dividend Shares are not ctMeo to vote a General MtttSK M M&G Esuiy otter mat 
a abrogattifltfui rtoms BffiKhlngtome Diwdetm Snar& 

HOMere a Foiidmg snares are not mBed « vote a Genera Mornings a u&GEqidty. 

Subject to too special vntng rtgots on a wtodtog-up |as aeocritod mm*), wteetoe holdera rt 
arro are entided to vote, they each have one van on a show M lends end one vote in respect of 
m Stew hetfnopp* 

Fl ^?* teswsrt Stare* ^ The Dtrectora hare been given auetorey. ejoWlng at m&O Eqaty^fW 
nual General Ueeang, to isaus tv cah new tactage Unffl ajufeafcm » io% of U&G Equity* esued 
ne caonal lotamny Ow Oftem arid Ptowg and toe M&G Dual Often 

In any tunm* ea* a Wares U&G Bjutty wtt only Issue equal numbers of Zero DMderal Snares. 


ie cawal hdowng me Qftons ana Ptowig and me l 
Si any tutor eaie a Wares U&G Equity wfb only 
mu Shares and Capital Shares. 


mwre Package Unas are hete n an M&G PB>. ow terms or the PEP alow me VB> maneper d apply 
money avalate tor Hnresnnon raatmg n those Package Unto by pun*BS*BPst*age Units n the 
mattat orsubscitng for new Package UWto. iflslhe Dtrechn' WrnitKnmaany itavPadaoeUntts 

receS rt^awteM^prawaS am rS w^.^tS wtofof a^uSsfc 1 ™ “tfflwmar^ 

. The value of the Shawai me Ihvc and Bie Bcome derived Irom mem an ftictuaia. in 

arasan mere is no tpoianM mm ave maria pnee of stales m bnestmem Busts wR Wiy reflect »wr 
imdetiying net asa« value. Thera can be no guarantee that m&g Equity wti meet its investment 
obfocDves and ttw past performance of Tha U&G Recovery Find and The M&G DMdsnd Fimd is no 
guste a the future performance of M&G Emmy. 

ZoraOhiMeirfaMrta:A«riouahHw2fnjaivtifcrwaiaresaraflntit(edfoit*firstcastrt*iUoiiof 
• °ri wwittig-iip qi u&G Emm^a tan nme value of U» toot assets owr n* Bfe of M&G 

D^^pw atrium. aownw * m ‘ l Hgrwrthm the net assets ot M&G Equity over diapenaj of 

tocane Shares wad Deterred tncome Shares Dwuend growth on me tncome Snares vtfJ depend 
an dnndend gravflh ki U&G Equltyh underiying kwestraent paraata. Dividend cub wdUn Ov portfoBo 
mid oowrady affea me yteW; ol me Wane 9 bik in tunue years. These das vWB also boVv to ffw 
arterrad income Snares wwn tftey are raciiKital 2s haw Stares 

Capital Shares: Tha anJitlwrient al the CspItBl Shares ranks behind that ol the Zero Dlvtdenfl 
Shares, lhe Income Shares, me Deterred Wane Stores, die Dtadend Shares and me Fuming Shares. 
The wtual asset value of the Capita! snares is G85p each. At rates ot gorti h the net assets ol M&G 
Equity of lees Ban 0.76K> per annum, it® fBdempBW) lolue of it* Cajvtei Shares waJd be zap The 
price performance 0 1 me Capital snares owing me He al M&G Equity t, iheiy to represent an 
ampMcanoi of tha motet movement ol Ole undertytoo investment pontmw of UM Equity and rl wtl 
tneretore beparucuLartyvotaae. 

DMdend Shares: The entmamem iff the Dfetoend Shares Is rKtricted to any dividends paid a 
riWTiiWforis made by M&6 Dual in respect of me year erefing 3ist December. 1995 After that Oate. 
urticn is me end ol the last financial year to resped ol wneft M&G Dual is expected to declare a 
dividend, me Dtvktend Shares wil have no turtier entWement to any income and wB be ol neglgiblfl 
value. 

HRECTQRSOFM&CKMJ7TT 

The Oreczors ol WJi Equity, an al whom err non-executive, are 23 MUms.- 

David Itagao. Chatonaa lajetl 631 who ts Managing Director and Deputy Ctamnan of MM Group 
RLC. and Chairman a al four M&G spfil capital tovestmem nuos and ol me Manager- Re Joined M&G 
to 1972. 

Rotor Whatley, (aged 50) who has been a lecturer In Engineering Science aime UnNentty ot 
Oxford since 1991 and has been Estates Burear of Balol Conga Iw a total of six years. 

Aten Kaye tagod 59) tormeity Ctiainiwi and Hdel axeadW ol Doheon Pam manes pic wtudt 
ne Joined In 1970. 

Juntas Barclay uged 5DI wT» iotoed Cater Aten fUHnm in 1976 end has been Chamun of Caw 
Aden Hoidinge RLC. since 1985 

Patrick Harrington (aged 29) who is afco a director ol Hie Manager. He has managed The MSG 
Dntoend Fund smoe 1991 end The M&G Fund of investment Trust Shoos since 198a 

MAMAGEUEMT 

M&£ invesimBni Management Limned win be me Manager, h will charge a management tea 01 
125 per cent per areun pfos VWT. The Managermnl Agreement is urminaae on one yeart notice, 
such nottce nm to expire before 30m March, 1989. M&G Equity's annual nmiUng expanses wifi be 
home by lhe Manager to the extent that they exceed 1.5 per cent per annum ol the value of M&G 
EqiAfa asets (save to lhe Bstent met Bucn eaxss la caused by an tocreese In WO). R a Mended that 
nnmbig expenses «* be athtmted halt a& id revenue account and half as to raptttf reserves. 
DMDBtDS 

M&G Equity wil mate quarterly iMdend payments on the Income Shares pncWtog mosa 
comprised h die Ffediagr Udbf to lle/eft Jmv. Saptontee and CteenUMr to earn yew trim tfw first 
Awlend eiqiacte to M pate an 2te Sapteirtwc 1995 Al (Haands vvffl be tonrim (fiwfonds. to lhe 
absence ol irtforecaen ctfcumstances, the mractors of MM Equity ere forecasting a nenfinfondol 
3J1D gw Income Share tar the firs too- quarterly dvbknte m respeet of me 1 3 monm period u 31 a 
March, 1997 ThewA4dBndstneta)ectedtobepaidiDlDl.i7pto5eptevitoer. i9fl6an0ash?flBBD 
In each of December 1995 Marcn ana June 1997. The kiMal OMdend yfoid b axpaded to ha 4.4% ol 
tha after price of the Package Units and 1 0% ol me oflar afoe of the income Shares. 

M&G Badly* financial yea and wil he 30ih Juw. Mm Hs first financial year endng on 3001 June, 
1997. 

THE DffBl FOH SUBSCRIPTION, H* HTBUKOARIES ORFSl AND THE PUCMG 
The Offer lor Subscription 

The otter tor Subscription « open until 3 00 p.m. Thursday, 29th Fehnary. 1996. The Offer tor 
SidHcnpikin is open tor appOcattons for Package Unta only and b not been ivxieiwnttBa 

7Tw tome and conifitkxB of. and (fee proewtore lor. appAadton rnier die Offer dr SUKcrfotton are 
aet out to Part VI of the LlsWO Partiadare. An Appdcabon Fonn is set out at the end ol vk documem 
It you msn W apply tor Package Urwa under the Offer for SuhSCripUon, you Shoid carefully read the 
terns and coreMons before compleling the Appdcainn Fern. 

AppfcmJm Fbrmst accompanied by 1 cheque or a hankos draft tor neappropnaie amoummuei 
be nosed or defvered by hand to The Rum Bank ol Scotland pic. Regtstran Department, New Issues 
Sacttui. PO. Boa 793. Count Hoibb, East Street Bemrtnstec Bristol 9S99 5S£ a deUvwed by honu 
only to The Royal Bank of Scotland pic. New bsues Section, a 67 Lontoard Street (3rd Floor), London 
EC3, h each case, so as in arrive by no later than 100 pm on Thmstey. 23m February. 1 995 
The mtunneraartea otter 

Paduge Unite ae befog made araUde wider die knamateles Offet together wim Zero DMfend 
Stares, hcame 9tona and CapBd Shat C3. The totermedferies Offer * iu btong uidwwitteii. 

Under the bitBrotedariaa Otter, totermedlaras wm be tide In make aggregated vpHcaffons on 
benaff of (heir chents andfor applications on Biefr own accoutUntenneOlartea will be entflted to a 
commission (payable by M&G) of 3% of the value, et tha issue price, ol the Packago Units and the 
Gam patent Shares dotted infer me htBmwtSartes Oflw. 

Appiicatton forms to apply for the intermediates Otter are avalaote from (he offlees of SBC 
Warburg, who are also acting as receiving agents n die Mem«aaries Offer. The Wermedlartes Offer 
closes at 200 p-tn. on Wednes d ay. 28th February. 1996. 

The Placing 

As part m me nsue. SBC Wrannagwtl use ha reasonable endeavour! to procure pbceoa tor Zero 
DMdend stareq Deferred tocome Shares, tocoma Sharea and Capttei StBes. The nactog b not oebig 
undenrntnen Tl» flodrifl w« to used hy SBC Warteag topaittoaaure.solarasiiraavable.thatthfl 
mix oat maten ateCQons made under lhe M&G Dial Dflera wfl to sattefled, n deserfood In Part V Ot 
the Ltadng Particulars. Rlacaes wn to entitled to a commteson (payable by M&G) ul 3% ol the value, 
at lhe issue price, of the Package Units, me Component Shares and the Deferred incoma Shares 
■Molted under B» Padng. , 

DeaBnas 

It s expected ttat toa law ol adoration wider me Ottos wil to announced on Monday, 4m March, 
1906 it is expeaad that BTotment ol Stores and the akocadon of Units wtli be made and definitive 
oerfifeates pasted on Rtf* ®fr March. 1996. ff»sjpeciKJ that tteaings In rt»aiarES and lldte wCJ 
oonumnee on Fiutey, 8m March, 1 996. Dealings to Stxees or Unite in advance of receiix ol definittw) 
certificates shaJ be a me risk of the person concerned. 

PERSONAL EQUITY PLANS 

Under currant fegetatkxi. the Shares and me Une will pAtty tor todusion In general PBto. The 
Company totende to camxwe to manage bs affan so is ta be a Ihialtylng toKotnwX BusL 

Tire beweflf of PHte; The attraction of a general PBP is mat reams Iran quafflying Stares held 
wBttn i ve free from toaxne and cagitel Bains tax. An Hwastoi may only adacrito to aw general PB> 
in eacn tax ym. The current subscription Urett tar a general PEP is £5000 In each ten year. PH* 
sWscrUons mua normafy be made In cadi bid Noras atoned as e resul of a ptfflc offer whicn ere 
oensterred Into Bio P& wtmh 42 nays of v» doonunt of d* retevant sl»w wfl qua*fy to me csto 
ol a manfod coupte, ooh spouse b beetea aeparmety, » that me couple can between Own aulxcrito 
e maxtoum ol £1 2JJ00 fa transfer Into general TCPs for aach tax war. 

Tto last rtete to (raister of Cvaporwit Stzarea or FteAage Units scqulrw inter the Offere for the 
current tn year NThuiaday, 4m AdiI. 1B96 and tor toa IBBGfZ tax year is Tlusdav; 189iAp>5 1B95 

EBtnbiffiTfnrPffsatPWreqeUiitts and Careftoaeat Shares acqidred ureter the Oflero: The 


The last dtte to (raster of Caitoonera stzarea or Ftedoge Uhffs scqulrnf into the (Were to the 
current tn year NThuieday, 4m Aorl. 1B96 and tor tha IBBGfZ tax year is Tlusdav; 18BiAp>5 1B95 
ambtty for psw of Parage UMte and CeKteweat Shares aapdreiluatter the Oflero: The 
wrung of Bio Otters {dosing as they do near tna and (X 8*199515 tn yea) b such as to beaten «e 
transler ot £8.900 of Package Unto or Component Shares Into a general PEP tor either or both the 
1S85/6 a me 189677 n yeare. Package Umts or CampaHii Shares may to trawterrad Info a general 
pg tor llw 1 995/8 tax year uo to TTiratay, 4th ftrt, 1 B96 (Wusivel and lor me 1 996A7 tn year 
between Tuesoay, 9m A|X5 1996 and Thursday. iBti Aprd, 1996 flndudve). PB 9 managers wB efoo 
- - - • [a Unite ana Coraponere 


he able to apply tor Package Units m die Offer tor Subscrtptfon and Package Unite and Component 
Shares to me imBrma&sIn Offer on behalf nf eidatfng ptans. 

General: Aoplcanls bikndmg to trabter Radoge Units ot Compoiere Shores Into a general TCP 
to the orient in yea snoutd note In particular mat share ratfflcaiBs wire* ne despatched by IKG 
EquBy unO Fricby. 8th March, 1995 Certain reft aa subject to a amon-day coofing-tf pond before 
the HEP can bo opened and abacs transferred Into tt HmiEver, Applicants should note that al 
appti cations for Package Units and Corapanent Shuras are ImwocablB and w* remain valhl 
Iffetpacttee ol any cudhta OIL 

H» tetoreiathM hi ttfi eacUoo is toned on the bar currently ta force and od M&G Cqultift 
nodemandbifl of to Wand taanaate InieipraHtea of 5 Rib subjecl to any ctoapw In the law 
or tha inland RevanWa lataipretsttoa of IL Appacants stuxau note that al ippflcetteos for 
Racfcaga Dobs and Cwnpoeeot Stem mv krarcctMe and mbi raMto vaBd tnespoctiw of uy 
change hi toe PB> ragoMjcms. 


H3 Person^ DotaHs 



Tdephonefeo. Daytuna: 

(lrtc. STD CDdfi) 

EvEring (optional): 


TfflerASsfMis/lfea'Ifc/OlJw: 


Fonts ntfitrsK 
aW rareD ^otnmL Rew hsure 


tfflSaipBtaaM^iSTWG nwnWUMSAIOTHEM&G 

SWtf 4SS^^ Ej»Svtto.Tne Royal Banh of Sofflane pic 
s Section, PO. Box 793, Conj»n House, East Street, Bedirtr^er, 
^0% to Tto Rqyal Bank of Scoibnd E&L New Issues Sacuon at 


^ 181 Suoscnpam on J9in Feanarr- ’9» to 
s 1 RraUunr Avenue. London EC2U 2»and M&E 

ori^1^»0^ L ^ W '^ H ^' V,d ^^' (;!1,anE ^ iFBornytBlrtfuninflLtM 

^ Brt ncii Offfce doUfc 

GtuS? 1 Pfl to gNn«tonMi Bt? ZVB 

TO. to igi , 98 HiCtaun SraA Qa»«n w ri m 

SSL. 

SL SSSSMSSSa- 

i^iteWfla 82-88 HCsRoao, Ceneatuge C82 ilg 

Mdtora 1 6 North Street. Guaotord. Sunny GUt w 

Bounicfnoufii 45-51 DM Christctucli Rood. Bnncinuoi, pr^ ^ 


1. atera,amsa£e ■ ^ owmr a™ awe waMgretnuows- 


— — ==2OTSESS 

2. IrrevocabmafaiaApptiasut 


3 AxepanMatApfOaakns 

01 w smanB o«mnaiy amount al Package 
° w . ^ caJlon Fmn w "Wf be rejected wuety to^ect * moce 
PWogeUms to wtiwi an Application nas been received end processed )hm!m 
arapanwor wdi Appncaoon aron oe constmnea. u tne obcredcno^S 

WWITO oe on_B« oasre a im any earner notriicatiim Of BCCTOtaiM* 


with me uresotoeo ^ 

.T. 1 !? “ 01 * WofoH asset out m condition 3 uJi t* 
lhe C omponent Stares axl are Pactooe Unas. BaieO ena «> te 
«I^Sf K: ?!! pBo,T ' to "" ** “ to t«toJnaw* Exchange am suro 

Bfttetontoconiing effective haccoflancetvtm meuaing Rubs, by no taler thaiiFrlday 8th 

iSL? rSr ^?T ? tel ai **- n ° l t ^ l ' B toei than 29m March. 1996. as U&B Eouir*. tto 
m,S Can ® ,w ' B ra satisfied, mcneyreceiwd by w on 
awanoi M&G Equay wto he fleah arm ki accawance CoMian 5«D 


? 0,8 riBln ®P resOT to Pevmem ab cheques and bankers draffs recavwi 

BwsuamtoBreApplicaaansonoraffaF^. 1st March, 1996. 

farranrasa t» Mtimki on first nresantalkin and agrees mat 

agreeniw w b*« ttoCongwem Shores and iwir ufoi ftamm soma mm oereorc in wWtfi ciaa 
me Ap pacant il l na be enMIed to aiy retim or payrnent n reseed ilierwd frntn Mab enwi y 
w docwneni ot me may be leatned pemSng aeeranca or me retovan remUance. 

Wl° wti? AppUcaiton b not accepted, a If any contract created by acceptance does not bertvne 
unconoflon^orh the evwn tnat the Appbcanon is waled aooa ari ajq AsxAcauon to moneferv 
value fe ito sadsfi ed exaed y. die appitamon monfos or, as me case may to. me balance of tna 
Btrart pan on apptaaton wfl be lotuned vattioul interea by post iat me nsk of the Appicant). to 
me nwanbitie. application maUM «V be waned tame tongfn ri m&g Ecuhv to add***, money 
nov be retained by M&G Fourty wrung any rcrflkattai ol mentffy ctecn Is 01 may bo request] to 
FrequUnons 1993 ana rt any auch wntiatmi a not confirmed to the 
ratrstoaion of M& G Equ ay and SBC Warburg such appfeaflon monies or me balance mered irti w 
refolded (wdOJUtmtereat) by letwianB the relevant ntories to the bank a other account on which 
(tie ApofcjiilV ctegue or otfvr rpm/Hanw ms drawn 
5 Despatohoftfacumenfs 

Uppte Bank fte gblrara mey send a documBra of title tor tfw number of fackage Units tor which 

Apparatim ere acceyaad to poet to me aooreas ol me Appacanl ux. 11 dw case at |oiiii appdetetts, 

mat ol the first-famed AppHcami and is autnorfewf to procure that tto name ot me reievaiS 
AporcaiTi (bgemer witfi the nemeisi ol any pini Appicamm is placed on the regferer at members 
ol M&G Equity. All documents wil be sert af toe Applicants 1 risk and may fw sem by post Uovrts 
Baw Regbtrers shall be entitled to withhold any such certHicate pending any verification ol 
BBitdv wt** b or nny be required for fee Money bantering Regubtwit 1993. 


la) Ifavtog hed the ofipanwlty ® read me LbUng Ptotfcufere and ihe MW-Pmjqeaus. me Anfcam 
sha« os deejned to rave had notice ol al intonation and represemmtoB contained mwm 
Off * , "®**5jf* Appdeabaa toe Aopfcwi ■dainriedges that he Is not reiytog on any tofetmaBon 
or representations oBre nan diose contained In the Listing Rartfcutars and the Mr»-ftzKxi0ra& and 
acowAtgly agrees met no person responsfofe rekiy or (obny tar the Lsang pjrtcutr. and the Mke- 
or my pari dierea w* tow any liatoity to any such aher ertomaitnn nr i m« >entaiMi. 

Q. p pfnp Of 

The totor « allocation wm bo decided by M&G Equity attar consumtim with SBCMMwra. 

The rtsht b reserved. iKuwitfiaauflng me basis so determined, lo refect m whole and at pan and 
scale down any Bpptaua 
5 UsceSsntous 

WAI AppUcatinns. aweptances ol AppiicailiXB and contracts restettog theretnvn under Bie Ofter 
stai be fltwvnad by and construed to accordance mm Bmiafr lw and each Aepfcantgiteanad 
to submit to the JuMcUon ot the Engtoi Cwirtc. 

(hi Each Atortcam aultiorisM The Royal Bank 01 Scotland pic. Lloyds Bar* Registrms and SBC 
Warburg ■ any odver person armortaed by them, as his ageit. to rfo an things necessary to cried 
regiSBPtion of any Component Shares comprised wdhiii Ptotage itoteahsotjed tom into fib 
nama and autvrces any nprasataaMs id The Royal Bank ot Scodarx) tic. Uoyds Bo* Regaras 
or of SBC Warburg to erarute any document required thereto. 

(ci Apphrauona to ParAage Unite wti remain raid ever it the Applicant attempts to renounce or 
transfer ihwi mo a Pg whfch Is sutnaquerety waded a rm estabaahed. 

(OJ Each Applicant's agreement a$ described m these Tenre and CorxMow. to the extent But it 
relate* b rtBBars wtwi could t» nKWcaWe Ophre aiy acceptance ol such Appfcxift Appfcation. 
toms pari of a coUbbibI rontrad which becomes oxtdtog m me Aapfcant when Hie AppMabon Is 
made The c cnada ra iior to aich agreement induties me egteemem by M&G Emily nm id ofier 
any ot tfwfljdage Units or me Cwnponanf Shares pno- to 29th February. 1 99b to wy person 
except si acavdqncowifli Die Listing tabcUtarc. Bie M&G Dual Ofteis and BwMm-Piosxsdus 
(to t fonm h a i andlhB dwi to Application Fonn provtos fin mbb 3) dial appfca hnns under the Offer 
tor Subscrtflon must be rounded to 8* nearest mouMix) Package Ihua. M&G Enay reserved the 
ngiit to waive thb raquhemeni or to accept Appl lean qns for other midbples ol radcage Unto m 
addmui to round Bfoubanda. B M&G Equity a*er coos trie rtft B wfl puMsh detais in at lean one 
TOWna newspaper 

ff) Each Applcam has read and coifirms he has compfied erith Corefoxxi 15 
(gj The rigtits and remeifies ol SBC Wartxrg and M&G Equity under Brese Tents and CoxBUxis are 
to Bddmon to any rights end remafiaa which mdd oavnube be avaiable to eNher ol them, and 
die exercise or partial exercise al one wril not prevent Vie exercse ot oihera 
(h) V a percon agns wt AppHcadrxi Rxm on bdsif of anadisr person, to Is deemed to wsiard that he 
Ids due adncnty to do so and such outer persn wfl be uwxl acaxilrtfy end wi be deemed rest u 
rghogfeen toe axft«aUMe- warns b es and uxtotMtegsaxtofoadb Bless Ifrms and Conataxs. 
(II Each Applicant agrees to provide M&G Equity and SBC Warburg with such tolorrnatxxi as they 
may require in connection wtm fos eopitcaltoi 
lO.OvwssasAppUcatkns 

la) Mo person receiving a copy ol the Listing Parncmarr. or me MtoPProspetius inany Itrribxy may 
deatdw sane as consthuang an invUtan or an offer tohlm, nor shotid he h any waid un sudi 
Applcaiion Run imiess, in foe relevant territory such wi mvaadui or offer aadd tewhiffy be made 
n Mm a such AptflcaUm Fonri could hnvhdfe be used wimout cordrevodlon ot sty lagtetohxi or 
oilier legal requdemens. qis five responswliy ol any poson outoda me lW»d Klngitomwuihfog 
to mate an Appfeadon here inner to adrfy hfowed as o im obeenrsv* of die bws ot Bw rebwnt 
territory h nxvwaion therewith, kictodng obtaining any requote govemmmiBl w odw consents, 
nbsarving eny other tn mantles required to be ahsenreu In such territory and paying any issue, 
bander or other taxes required to be paid m such territory 

(bj TheFactoge Unite and die Co n parent Stores nave not been JWvrft not to regwered undfr 
mo United Stotts Securities Afl ol 1933 as amended, and subject tn certain inceptions, may iwt 
be offered or sold In the United Stales. In audition, M&G Equity has ncx been and will not be 
repBttrod inter the United States kiMstmon Compeny Act 1940. as amended 
u. Dates am Times 

The nates and ttaw sat out herein may be attend by M&G Equity and SBC Warburg so as m be 
consBan mm tne Offer to Sutecriptfon. narmedfema Offer and Placing Agreamenliaa dir ama 
may be varied horn time ® dma). 

\Z]faifh3tk>notApf*cani 

M the value of the sharea ettotted 10 an Appilcarn sxceads £10,000, the verification (rf identify 
requtonnens ol the Money Leundemg Roflutahons 1 993 wil apply and wlflcatlon ol the Hantity 
ol die afcueete) wN be reqidred. A talure to pnwtta the necuaary evfoencv id Wantty may result 
h Bu rejecdito M ytto afotmenl a in debys in die despakh ol a ritare cwbficaa. ki onto to avoid 
Bite yu ttexrfo ideoffy buk* ptatnerrt by rtfewis of a cheque (town to dw person nanred h Bor 
1. B Bits is nor practicable axl you ioa a cheque drawn by a third party, touting society cheque or 
banker's draff, you should: 

(al write the name and BOdrES olme peraxinanwo In Bon 1 on die back ol tha cheque, balding 
axaeiy cheque or banker^ mdt and record the date to term at dial person ai Box i: 

(b> B 3 buteatg society cheque or banharh diaj b used, ash d* fxfldhp society or bank to endorse 
on 8w cheque tw name and account number ol die pawn wno» buedfog aocWy or nartk accoixn 
is btonq debrted: * 

(0 N you are rtsMig me wacatwn as agent for one a more persons, indicsxe in Bax \ whether 
you area UK or EC regulated person a ircffluuan ie.g. a bank or txtoar] aid sjwsyyiwrtJtts. It 
you wu not a Uh or EC leflufoted parson orhatltuiton, you toioukl contaa The Royal Bank to 
Scosand Rfo, Ftegetrart Department Mew Issues Saaor fW Ol 17 8370668) and re* mWanco. 
B you daher your AppUcabon Form by hand, you Bhndd ensue that yor have wim nw eviflencB to 
idMtotttrfriBlvxrchofographfe^. yotrP&ssocn). 

Tl DefiWflans 

Saw where the context requires otherwise, terms defined In me Listing Particulars bear dm same 
meaning when used to these Terms end Condtoons aid m me Appfcabon Farm. 

All Fixxt wr lo n na ncf figures are on an otto to bM baste with net tnconw retnvestod and ere 
supplied by M&G ataustus unless omerwlw seeled and refarencaa tn 1 budftng soctety share 
account are to figures supoted to CSO statistics. 



M&G EQUTFY BWBTMSJT TRUST PX.C. 


yw hare one, before nvESti^ 

PLEASE SaD YOUR COMPLEIB) FORM TO: 
me M&fi Offer, 

The Royal Bank of Scotland pte, 

PO Box 793, 


7Ttkr.M(fllfS/Mfe&ftfeflto 


Title: Hf/MrsWbs/Ms/OthBr 


WlFbrBnamffl: ’ 



[3] lou(adinentD8tai B--Pteme ufolcafo b elow the mmst ywr *;b a iobum. 

Wealfftfto^lt>yrtt?efrt ^ -^ worfhrrfPaAaQ6LbitelnM&S6Tte(v6iv33(rnflrtriTisTPJ-C 

■ferns aad Coodttms of Aw*ottoi*« «**n the Listtng P6iliouABrs4ats(t 1.71ft Janaaiy»-}89Q. 

' IMa encJosea ctifejusor banters draft node psyabteto ItovalBank fit ScoQaad piJL Affl IUG Otfen f 

[4] Qedoetion 

WteherciiyaJp^tD«a»**»^^h'w , ch««d**(to^idxiK. 


SgnatUR 


EF-NKAESF 


SenaRim 


Notaetob^jOTcanplBteyOretamqcBdoatarei 

Iteto 1 . yardtateMtHepbamniniiern taiBaqaaTarteesB retatian ByaxKPfcutiMi tom x» ran tottnp to comact yooat ms axfopaxi w «w pwaatoag 

to your tom. JfettlHiUAiiV ON. AijBl tofluraBteBBraaniiBi we wfl] muted a random sorcfetolnraiore tame necing toeBsagihto they en tapywdh ox ittOMB 


#, 55 v»i Wlltl ® ■ * to your tom. Jb tttamaftxWol. Asjtol toPurcustonarsoBimvie wfll anted e random sarototofontoorefodnon 
juporliMEntih.liplwn ■ toedotoskBlBrcffiwinfifitN HIM PNIMWimacikiMtoAgiR your aMBtegitoBphiiieuaBXxx. 

He to anmaimas* ■ B^MdotoMSinftafltttiaclbxdtoaaltoniadNiKli&Bt^iiintatottottetetoMtoafytoiKpeatojnrtoBia. 
pamo awmiiaanr ■ote^YxiaeytopfeltofeMtoroBexttahgpeapteflwmBlXlMtwcanxMted fortoWaxtoXa. DcauMilBi 
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Mug's pie or 


From the National Lottery to buying shares, 
different forms of gambling play a major part 
in many people's lives. What are the chances of 
■coming but ahead? By David Porter 


E veryone likes a flutter. But gen- 
erally gambling is a mug’s game 
and not for the investor. You 
pays your money, takes your 
choice ... and lose more often 
than you win. Why else would 
gambling businesses exist unless the 
odds are loaded against the punter? 
Take roulette. A standard wheel has 37 
numbers, including the zero. But the 
highest prize possible - by successfully 
placing your bet on a single number - 
amounts to only 35 times the amount 
staked. Of course, it is always possible 
to win, otherwise punters wouldn’t 
find gambling such a draw. Capital Cor- 
poration, owner and operator of Crock- 
fords, a London casino, knows that to 
its cost. Last Monday it had to hoist a 
profits warning because high-rollers 
knocked it for six in December. 

In certain circumstances the odds 
look more attractive, making gam- 
bling of interest to the investor. A 
prime example is the National Lottery. 
Coming up with the six jackpot num- 
bers is a 14-milUon-to-one chance (or, 
to be pedantic, 1 3,983,8 16-to-one). 
Jackpot winnings on a double rollover 
week arc estimated at £40m, so buying 
14 million £1 tickets does not look (ike 
a bad investment Obviously there are 
flaws to this strategy. Filling in 14 mil- 
lion lottery cards is one. That would 
take more time than standing in the 
longest lottery queue in history. 

Another drawback is that the rules 
ban commercial syndicates from taking 
part The other obvious snag is that the 
jackpot may be shared. Last weekend's 
£40 .2m double rollover jackpot went to 
four winners. So shelling out £14m for 
lottery tickets would have yielded just 
over £10m as part of the jackpot prize. 
In addition, there would be the numer- 
ous smaller prizes that one giant stake- 
holder would get. Last weekend 60 win- 
ners gained £83,960 apiece for coming 
up with five of the six main numbers 
and the bonus number. Of the smaller 
prizes 1,713 won £1,838 apiece; 79,694 
won £86 and 1,628,683 won £10 each. 
Participants have a one-in-54 chance of 


w inni ng a prize overall, with half of the 
Lottery’s weekly takings going back in 
prizes. 

Noughts and Crosses, a scratchcard 
game from Camelot, gives punters a 
onc-in-five chance of winning a prize. 
The prizes are a lot smaller, however, 
with the maximum at £50,000. 

Premium bonds provide another 
avenue for the investor who is a gam- 
bler at heart. The National Savings 
Department has just changed its 
approach. From May there will be 
more larger winners but fewer prizes 
overall. The monthly jackpot is £lm but 
the chances of winning that with a sin- 
gle £1 bond are pretty slim at 1.6 bil- 
lion to one. Punters do not lose their 
stakes, however, and so in order to get 
a fairer idea of a premium bond's worth 
it must be measured against the inter- 
est that would be gained if the money 
was put elsewhere. 

The football pools remain an old 
favourite too, despite the success of the 
National Lottery. Jackpot prizes are 
now around Him, well below the 
largest payout of £2.8m. Even so, five 
million coupons are sent in weekly and 
around 200,000 prizes are paid out 
every month. Some 27 per cent of the 
take goes into the prizes. 

The aim of the game is to get eight 
score draws out of 58 football fixtures 
on the coupon. The chance of select- 
ing the eight score draws is some 191 
million to one. But punters increase 
their chances by choosing 10 or 12 fix- 
ture combinations, giving them 165 and 
495 more chances respectively. Choos- 
ing 12 fixtures costs £6.60. improving 
a punter's chance of the jackpot to 
under 400,000 to one. 

Straightforward betting on horses 
and dogs has provided the main outlet 
for gamblers for decades. Like all 
forms of gambling the odds are stacked 
against the punter and are designed so 
the bookie doesn’t lose. Around 80 per 
cent of the take comes back in win- 
nings. 

While some professional gamblers 
have a happy koack of coming out 



Would you invest year money with a bookie? As in all types of gambling, the odds in horse and dog racing are stacked against the panto- 


ahead, the average punter is likely to 
show losses over a prolonged period of 
time. 

Slot machines can provide amuse- 
ment, although prizes are too small to 
make a difference. In public places the 
jackpot is limited to £4 cash on a max- 
imum 25p stake. Gaming machines in 
private dubs are allowed to pay out a 
£250 cash jackpot Some 80 to 90 per 
cent of takings are paid back as prizes. 

Taking a punt on performance of 
financial, commodity or currency mar- 
kets through futures or options, while 


some see this as nothing short of gam- 
bling, can also have a legitimate invest- 
ment and tax-planning use. Most pop- 
ular among private investors are share 
options. These can be arranged 
through a stockbroker making use of 
the London International Financial 
Futures and Options Exchange (Liffe). 
Options over shares can be bought or 
sold in more than 70 of Britain’s largest 
companies. 

For instance, buying shares in the 
electronics giant GEC currently costs 
around 360p a share. Buying a call 


option ( the right to buy GEC shares at 
360p on Wednesday 3 May) would cost 
22p a share. If GEC's shares rise to, say, 
400p then profit per share will amount 
to 18p - the difference between 400p 
less 360p [ess 22p. That amounts to an 
81 per cent profit on the original out- 
lay. But if GEC shares take a dive the 
investor would lose all the 22p per 
share paid for the option. 

The 1G Index is distinct from share 
options because gains are tax-free. 
IG’s most popular service is guessing 
where the FT-SE 100 index will be in 


Photograph: Allsport 

future. A customer may ask for the 
“price” of the FT-SE 100 in March and 
be given the range 3,720-3,730. .The 
customer can either “buy” at 3,730 if 
he thinks the index will soar or “sell” 
at 3,720 if he think s it will fall. The 
punter will decide on the level of risk 
- anything from £10 per FT-SE point 
either way. So if on judgement day (Fri- 
day 3 March) the FT-SE had soared to 
3,740-3,750 then “buyers” would be 
able to cash in their gain at 3,740, mak- 
ing a tidy £100 profit 
IG Index 0171-896 0022. 


■sn. 


,'srs-s 


Are you too 
busy earning 
money to 
make money? 


If you're working hard for your money, you may not have the time - or 
the expertise - to ensure that you're making the most of the amounts you can 
afford to save or invest. 

As a result, it* easy to miss out. You may be missing opportunities to 
save tax. You may have money in accounts which offer uncompetitive 
growth rates. Or equally, you may be putting your money at unnecessary and 
inappropriate risk. 

When you've worked so hard to earn it in the first place, this can't be 
right. That’s why, at Clerical Medical, we've introduced a new service specifi- 
cally designed for busy, professional people. It's called Provision, and it can 
give you expert advice on how you could maximise the return on your savings. 
In fact, its purpose is to develop a valuable blueprint for all your financial 
affairs, recommending only Clerical Medical products where appropriate. 

Provision is not just a new service: it's a new kind of service. We've 
prepared a full information pack, without charge or obligation, which spells 
out how it's different, and why ft% better. 

For your copy, and free Provision pen , call us now on 0800 80 60 60 
quoting ref 11160 or return the coupon below. 
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Find out how you can: 

■ develop the most tax- 
efficient savings strategy 

■ make sure that your savings 
and investments are in line 
with your long-term goals 

■ strike the right balance 
between risk and potential 
reward 
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Call Free on 0800 80 60 60 


Lines open 8am to 9pm Monday to Thursday. 8am to 5pm Friday and 9am fo 5 pm Saturday and Sunday 
| Only available to residents in England and Wales | 

Yes Please send me a free Information Pack on financial planning with Provision, along with my complimentary Provision pen. 

Post today, without a stamp, to Clerical Medical Investment Group, financial - 

Planning Centre, FREEPOST, Narrow Plain, Bristol BS2 0AB. 

Name Financial Planning for the Professional 

Address 

Postcode 


INVESTMENT GROUP 


Telephone (home? , (work! _____ 

Independent Financial Adviser (if any) ^ 
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FRIENDLY 

SOCIETIES 

...tax-free savings 
from £10 a month 


Friendly societies so tr you wisn t 

give you and your investment expertise of 
Vp^'Seis)) family a unique friendly societies and cal 

opportunity for increased tax-free savi 

tax-free savings. Homeowners now FRjE 

And now the Government has or return the coupon, 

raised the amount you can save. You can You’ll receive a FREE 

start a 10 year plan with Homeowners with your Action pack. 
Friendly Society from just £10 a monch — 
but if you want co maximise your tax-free 
savings, you can save up co £25 a monch. 

PHONE FREE OR POST THE COUPON TODAY. NO STOMP NEEDED 


So if you wish to benefit from the 
investment expertise of one of the UKs top 
friendly societies and take advantage of your 
increased tax-free savings allowance, call 
Homeowners now FREE on 0800 2 1 0 270 
or return the coupon, no stamp needed. 
You’ll receive a FREE SheafFer Pen along 
with your Action pack. 


FREE Sheaffer Pen 

Yours just for finding out more! 


PHONE FREE 


0800 210 270 


PHONE NOW 


PLEASE QUOTE 


PIN362 


The Government limits the amount each individual can save tax-free with a friendly society. Bur everyone in your 
household, including your children, can have a friendly socicry tax-free savings plan. So we can send vou details 
appropriate to your circumstance. s. please complete the following; 


. Forename . 


' Daytime Tel. No. Your Date ~ 

Postcode Hoc STD code)” Binh . , 

Vi dkH »*c nut cill and utter lurrhvr mhtrnuicun 

No. of adults in your household D No. of children under 10 years □ 

“T """ J ™ ,lKlc ““—««« Naiuraliv. « „ Jl D ,l„ offaed 

4nd i^xuinl “•■’“U rr«« «■-« "* P l w nci. this boi. □ 


HOMEOWNERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY LIMITED 


Hl'JajUIUW IHh rUtS,INAl.lN\FM\n‘4t U.-IIHiKJII 

Post to: Homeowners Friendly Society Limited. FREEPOST. Moorfield Road. Yeadon, Leeds LSI9 7YY 

U* p iur .1 dll uiikln ihf bvnillr <r l«#ii Rq. la^f 

Please remember rhat the value of your investment can fall as well as rise and 
you may nor get back all you invest. 
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AUSTRALASIA: START HERE 

e tndsiiig a destination purely in 
.terns of pence-per-miie may 

sound a silly idea: but fares to 

Australasia have fallen so low that it 

is Reaper to get to Sydney than Shet- 
/a/W; As these pages demonstrate 
. Ai^fia and New Zealand have more 
-to offer man Opera Houses, bungees 
told soap operas. 

Even if you have no great interest 
in visiting Australasia, then simple 


arithmetic still steers you towards die 
Southern Hemisphere. Want to go to 
Tokyo this month? It will cost you 
£240 less rf you are prepared to visit 
Brisbane as well. The stopover pos- 
sibilities are better than ever, with the 
British Airways/Oantas global 
explorerfares giving you an extensive 
choice of routes. 

For the lowest prices to Australia 
before Easter, call AustraveJ (0171- 


734 7755) and Airtours (01706 
260000) for late-availabilrty fares on 
their charters. Airtours has a fare of 
£529 from Gatwick to Sydney on 7 
Febmaiy, dropping to £499 on 21 Feb- 
ruary. Austravel has a wider range of 
departures and destinations; some are 
priced as low as £349 return, but most 
are around £499. 

The annual April-to-June fares 
war to Australasia is generating a 


real buyer's market. This year, the 
airlines which fly direct to Australia 
and New Zealand are offering fares 
which compete with the usual 
cheapies such asOlympic of Greece 
and the Japanese carriers. Air New 
Zealand (0181-741 2299) is offer- 
ing two return flights from Heathrow 
to Auckland for a total of £1,369, 
which works out at Just £684.50 per 
person (including tax). This deal is 


available 16 April-15 June, and must 
be booked by 15 February. A stopover 
is allowed in Los Angeles in each 
direction, but costs an extra £12 
each in tax. A better deal still is 
available from agents such as Quest 
Worldwide (0181-547 3322).* for 
£640 including tax, you can travel 
London- Los* Angeles-Sydney-Auck- 
land and back. 

The British Airways-Qantes tie-up 


means a much wider range of flights 
can be used forthe latest World Offer 
fare of £619 (including tax) to Perth 
or Darwin. These April-to-June fares 
are being sold direct by BA (0345 
222111) and through travel agents. A 
stopover is allowed in each direction 
in either Singapore or Bangkok. The 
same fare applies for an open-jaw 
ticket (out to Perth and back from Dar- 
win, or vice-.versa). 


The longest mail run in the world 

Homes in the Outback are up to 150 miles apart. Jeremy Hart joined the local postman on his rounds 


AUSTRALASIA TRAVEL PACK 
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Peter Fleming’s twin-engined Piper Chieftain: ‘Without the paying passengers the service would barely make any money* 
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How to get in 

You need a visitor visa for 
Australia. You can get one 
from several travel agents 
that specialise in the 
destination, but you pay a 
fee of around £15. Visas 
issued by the Australian 
High Commission in 
London, or the Consulate 
in Manchester, are free. 
Call 0891 600333 
(premium rate line) tor 
more information. 

British passport holders 
require no visa for visits to 
New Zealand of up to six 
months. 

How to get 
around 

Arrsett and Qantas, the 
two leading domestic 
airlines in Australia, both 
operate airpass schemes. 
Providing you take a 
minimum of two flights, 
you pay £80 for each 
sector (with an extra £25 
for particularly long flights 
to the Northern Territory 
and Western Australia). 

Air New Zealand and 
Ansett N2 have similar 
schemes for New Zealand. 
A rangeof bus passes is 
available on Greyhound 
Pioneer, culminating in a 
year of unlimited travel 
around Australia for 
A$l,350. Rail passes can 
be obtained from Long 
Haul Letsurail, PO Box 
113. Peterborough PE3 
BHY (01733 335599). 


How to get out 

The Australian departure 
tax of A$25 (about £13) 
is now included in the 
price of your air ticket, as 
is the UK Air Passenger 
Duty of £10. Other local' 
taxes, such as Sydney's 
Noise Tax (£2) and the 
airport levy in Cairns 
(£3.50), are also 
included. New Zealand 
has a departure tax of 
S20 (about £8], payable 
locally. 

Free information 

Australian Tourist 
Commission, Gemini 
House, 10-18 Putney Hill, 
London SW1 5 (0181-780 
2229). 

‘'Go Australia” is a free 
guide booklet with a 
reasonable ratio of 
editorial space to 
advertising. To receive a 
copy of the newly 
published second edition, 
send a large self- 
addressed envelope with 
two first-class stamps to: 
Go Publishing, 64 
Chiswick High Road, 
London W4 1SY (0181- 
742 2255) or pick a copy 
up at one of the 
independent Traveller's 
World events in London or 
Edinburgh; call 0117-930 
4440 for event details. 
New Zealand Tourism 
Board, 80 Haymarket, 
London SW1Y 4TQ 
(0171-930 1662). 
Holiday brochures and 
information: 0839 
300900. 


S omewhere where it rarely 
rains, Peter Hearing is cov- 
ering the longest mail run on 
earth. It’s sixteen hundred 
miles from end to end, 
across the Australian Out- 
back, and serves the population of 
a fifth of the area of Australia- 
The Crocodile Dundees of this 
world are no longer cut off for 
months on end: by plane, once a 
week. Mr Henring brings them 
electricity bills, telephone bills, 
postcards from ageing aunts in 
Torquay. The post lands with a 
thud - not on their doormats, but 
on the dirt runways of cattle sta- 
tions in the bush. 

I joined the mail run at its start- 
ing point, the aerodrome at Port 
Augusta. A dozen mail bags sat in 
a pile under the wing of a twin- 
engined Piper Chieftain of 
Augusta Airways, and loitering 
on the velour sofas in the one- 
room departure lounge were three 
postal-package holiday-makers. 
Not philatelists or other members 
of the Tooting Unpopular Postal 
Workers Front, but Simon, a Swiss 
cabinet maker from Gstaad, Bob, 
a former train driver from New- 
castle, a coal town north of Syd- 
ney, and Bob’s wife, Val For two 
Hays we would be bonded together 
at anything from SO to 5,000ft in 
a metal tube the size of an elon- 
gated Mini. 

On a wing and with a prayer we 

lifted off from Port Augusta and 
flew over the rucked brown ridges 
of the Flinders Ranges to Leigh 
Creek, a mining town on the edge 


of the Strzeleclti Desert and the 
jumping off point for the Out- 
back. Val offered us rock cakes. 
They seemed apt fodder in a land- 
scape where vegetation is never 
' taken for granted. 

The mail plane from Port 
Augusta up to Boulia in north west 
Queensland and back is chartered 
by the state governments and Aus- 
tralia Post “Wfchout the paying pas- 
sengers, the service would barely 
make any money,” said Mr Flem- 
ing. He had forgotten his GPS 
satellite compass and was flying us 
across the bush from memory. 

lb us it all looked the same, a 
land of dozens of different tones of 
red, interspersed with pans of 
dried-up salt lakes and occasional 
smatterings of vegetation. Usually, 
four and a half inches of rain falls 
in this part of Australia each year, 
but last year they only had one and 
a half inches. 

Ironically, it is only rain that stops 
the mail getting through to the 20 
stations on Mr Fleming’s round. “If 
the strips get waterlogged, we divert 
to the nearest alternative and leave 
the mail there ” he said “When it 
rains, everything stops.” 

For the tourists, the first halt is 
not a good one. Mike Sheehan, the 
notoriously stroppy owner of 
Moolawatana station, has decided 
he doesn't want the camera-toting 
passengers on the mail .plane to 
take photos. 

We were on the ground for a 
minute. The propellers kept turn- 
ing. Peter rummaged in the tail for 
the Moolawatana bag and handed 


it over. Mr Sheehan grunted a 
thank you. “Most of the station 
owners don't have a lot to say. They 
lead a pretty solitary life and are 
people of few words,” said Mr 
Heming. 

Merty Merty was the next 
address, 150 miles away. The 
boundary between the two sta- 
tions includes the Dog Fence, a 
massive barrier across the coun- 
try that keeps the predatory wild 
drngos out of the sheep stations to 
the south. 

There was no one there when we 
arrived, so Peter threw their sack 
into the old ofl drum that is now 
used as their mail box. Others use 
old fridges and milk churns. 

“Some people feel cut off if 
their mail doesn't arrive each week. 
Others couldn’t care," Mr Heming 
said as we made for Nappa Merrie. 
Basil Kakasiouris, an engineer on 
the station, was eager to receive a 
spare part for a solar generating 
unit used at the north end of their 
two-million-acre property. 

Eight-year-old Rachel Stafford, 
was waiting for some books to 
arrive, from her correspondence 
teacher in Port Augusta. Her 
father John, the new manager at 
Nappa Menie, had just moved the 
family from another station in 
Queensland. “With School of the 
Air, it doesn't matter where you 
are,” he said. “The kids are all in 
the same class.” 

Nappa Merrie was the first halt 
where we could get oS the Piper. 
On the Port Augusta mail run, the 
only concessions to the tourist bag- 


gage are a few refreshment stops. 
The Outback survives on beer - 
Australia's amber nectar or golden 
throat charmer - and nowhere 
sells more rftmies than the 
Birdsville Hotel. The squat stone 
building is a legend in its own open- 
ing hours. The previous weekend, 
70,000 cans of beer had passed over 
the scoured wooden bar. 

There’s another stop in store - 
and another drinking opportunity. 
The mail round is split by an 
overnight halt in Boulia, a one- 
street desert town where the only 
two shops sell outback clothing and 
high-chairs for babies. When the 
mail plane is in town, the Australia 
Hotel is booked out. 

The next day, through Durrie 
and Clifton Downs, we delivered 
bills and bank balances, mail order 
catalogues and that day's newspa- 
per. It was an exhausting run, but 
Mr Heming is bappy with his lot 
“At least I’ve never been bitten by 
a dog out here,” he said. 

The trip on Augusta Airways 
costs £495 (through Quest 
Worldwide, 0181-547 3322) 
which includes most meals. 
Cape York Air Services (00 61 
70 359399) also offers mail 
flights around far north 
Queensland. The longest trip is 
the Wednesday run, from 
Caims to Heathlands at almost 
the end of the peninsula, 
which costs A$275 (about 
£340). A shorter series of hops 
around Palmerville is about 
half as much. 
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The West Coast Special 

One of The World's 'Great Railway Journeys 
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Four Day San Diego 
Extension 

Extend your rtay by continuing with 
Amtruk along the Pacific shoreline to 
San Diego for a three night stay. Visit 
the world famous Seaworld and Zoo, 
the Mexican border town of Tijuana 
or simply relax in the sun! 

Extension Price £135 

For Your Brochure 
and Booking Form 

SOI 753 681999 

or send compteted Coupon to : 

The Independent Travel Offer 
West Coast Special 

Explorers Tours. FREEPOST (SL1 B83) 
Wraysbtay TW19 5BR 


11 Day Tour £895 - Departs 8th April 


After a foil day at leisure in cosmopolitan Vancouver, journey 
south to Seattle, with its famous waterfront, tram-car service, 
monorail and space needle. From here join one of Am bale's 
most popular trains, the “Coast Starlight 1 *. The train skirts the 
West Coast on its journey to Sacramento. An overnight stay 
allows plenty of time to explore Old Sacramento or visit the 
California State Railroad Museum. Board the train again for the 
short journey to San Franrisco. Two nights here before joinir 
the train far your final destination -Los Angeles. The train 
follows the Pacific shoreline and is a truly memorable journey. 
Two nights in LA before joining your return Bight to London. 

Included in the Price - Return flights on the scheduled service of 
KLM/ Northwest Airlines from London to Vancouver returning 
from Los Angeles, airport taxes, airport transfers, all rail travel, 
seven nights hotel accommodation. Price is per person sharing a 
twin room, single room supplement £195. 

The touris operated by Expkntas Toms. ABTA V3688 ATOL2941 
West Coast Special 

Please send full details of this special Independent offer. 

Name — — — — 


Postcode. 

send to : The Independent Travel Offer, Explorers Tours 
FREEPOST (SL1 683), Wraysbury 7W19 5BR 

□ Please ttcK t«s bo* it you do not wish to receive future maflngs 
from NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING PLC or from companies approved 
by NEWSPAPER PUBUSHNG PLC I m-sim ! 


Newpapar Pubfetiing PLC Registered in England No 1308967 
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travel • australasia, overseas 


Fax: 0171 293 2505 ^ 


Australasia 
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Australasia 
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g8HEarrtn^ est 

/jCV * Hotels, Motels 

. p^ 1 » Escorted * Sailing , Fishing 

! Coach Tours * Guided Treks 94 F 

★ Exclusive Lodge ★ Campervans *> 

* Cycling Holidays ★ Travmtpasa yijjSjg 
★ Farm & Homestays *■ Car Rental 


SSofH^iid“y s & Flights 

V/i |V ’ g air new zcatana ^oamms 







AUSTRALIA I AUCKLAND 

£449 I £61 4 


HOTEL BOOHS 
FROM 


CAR Fenvu. FROM 

£18 


AMERICA 


CANADA 


S§|? MMrawsmc 

pglPBCON xlicO 

94 F 


£1 99 I £1 95 


9 P L AHTAV4S33 02*46 IATA * 


NZTIS 


WORLDWIDE 
Return fights from 

JO'BURG £459 

SINGAPORE £499 

TOKYO £565 

LOS ANGELES ^£295 

NEW YORK £199 

ORLANDO £275 

$. FRANCISCO ^£295 


CANADA 

Return ftights from 

TORONTO XJS5 

WWCOt/VEF? £289 

MONTREAL £269 

CALGARY £269 

ST JOHNS. £299 
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Worldwide 

Minim 
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Best of Australia 

22 days from £2675* 

i ♦Aw^nspringAy^RockatSuns^ 

♦The cities of Mdbounie, Adelaide and Sydney. 

♦ Per^rin Parade on PhifHp Isbnri 
♦Da^craise to the Great Barrier Reel 

♦ Ride the Kuranda Railway and Puffinc BiDv. 


Natural Wonders 
of Australia 
25 days from £3485* 


The Quality Escorted Touring Experience 


♦ Great Ocean Road and lush faznlmds of 
Southern Australia. 


♦Safari to Kakadu - ‘CrocodSe Dundee' country. 
♦V^Ato^ni^A^Rt?ck&fiDgsCffl3}iffl 
and the Great Bonier Red 
♦ The dto of Perth, Darwin, Brisbane & Sydney. 







Best of New Zealand & Fiji 

21 days from £2475* 


Best of South Africa 

20 days from £2575* 


.»; ,r ' TA 


J ■' ‘ i 
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♦Visits to the Cangp Cares, the Caogo Crocodile 


ultimate rain forest resort 


24hr BROCHURE HOTUNE - 01737 760033 

or write to HiTours House, 26-30 Holmethorpe Ave, Redhffl, Surrey. RH1 2NL 




Our Service Makes a World of Difference ! 

VIP local departure service from over 1100 UK points* Welcome and 
check-in service al the airport* Scheduled fBghls with leading airlines 
Friendly and informative tour managers • Itineraries planned by us 
with UK tastes in mind • High specification, air conditioned coaches 
Excellently located, comfortable hotels. 


underground river to the glow worm grotto. 
♦BxreeiBgfat stay on one of the isbndsu Hp. 
♦Cruise beneath the migjbty Bowen EaBs at 
Milford Sound, Effing’s ‘eigfalh wooder’. 

♦ Cruise on TSS Eamsiaw wife dnmer. 


ns a • 
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trip up Table Mountain (weather permitting). 
♦Scenic journey on celebrated “Garden Route'. 
♦Thrilling Journey on die OttfemquaOioo-lJoe. 


'Tta UK GbMiinantiBpasad Afoot Ot^tfnQpapasonknrtkriudsdiRihafirfbaref taw AoHqwandrttoaittd Id jorlmiea. 


BIG TRIP 

SMALL PRICE 

AUSTRALIA 



in tOUCh 

* 


from £449 retum/£250 one way 

For the lowest fares to Australia and the best advice 
on planning your big trip, talk to AustraveL Many of 
our staff have already been there and done that so 
they can tell you everything you need to go. From 
budget accommodation to visas and low cost travel 
Insurance. For your FREE copy of The Great Escape 
Guide pop into our shops in London, Manchester, Leeds, 

0 Bournemouth or BristoL Or 
call us now on: 

0171 287 6318 

SO Conduit Stmt. London W1R SFB 



es 


Compos 


Explore one of the world's last frontiers 
from the comfort of an air conditioned . 
train. Journey into the heart of Australia 
aboard The Legendary Ghan or travel 
across this vast, ever changing continent 
on The Indian Pacific. Travel between 
Brisbane-Sydney-Melboume on the XPT, 
Australia's fastest train. 

Austrail Ftexipass - Economical rail travel 
for 8, 15, 22, or 29 days within a six month 
period from Aus$380 (Apr 96 - Mar 97). 
Phone LEISURAIL now for your 
FREE Rail Australia brochure on 
(01733) 335556 
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Australia & 
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AUSTRALIA AND BALD AUSTRALIA AND THE ORIENT! NEW ZEALAND! 
— LOTS MORE!!! FREE TRAVEL INSURANCE FOR BOOKINGS 

before 3ist march! + special discounts on all other tours! 


2 

VniTERlUAL 

FLIGHTS 


Australia - Visit Wildlife Parks. Alice Springs, Anzac Hill, Ayres Rock by Sunset. The Olgas. Cairns, A 
Butterfly Sanctuary. Experience - A Coffee Cruise. A Barrier Reef Cruise, An Aboriginal Dance. 


With Bali - Spend an extra 6 glorious days in the Paradise of Bali. From L2,(H9. 


With The Orient - Visit beautiful temples & many sights in Bangkok & explore the China Town, Mount 
Faber, Botanical Gardens, the World famous Raffles Hotel and much more in Singapore. From £2,160. 


New Zealand via Singapore - See Maori and Polynesian artifacts, limestone caves. Underwater World, 
Maori Hangi Concert, a Thermal Reserve, the Agrodome. Rainbow Springs. Bungy Jumping - at extra cost. 
National Parks, Scottish City of Dunedin, Sheep Shearing, Cruise on a Fjord and Morel From £2.279. 

PLUS - China Tours from £1,199 - Steam Train Safaris from £1.299 - Hong Kong before the "97 Takeover 
from £049. Other Oriental Tours from £775- BONDING: ASIA V5624, ATOL 2928. 

EDWARDS & HARGREAVES HOLIDAYS LTD, 

Portland House, 1 Coventry Road, Market Harboroogh, Leicestershire LEl6 9BX 
Foil Itineraries! BROCHURE HOTLINE: 01858 432123. CALL NOW! 


♦ Top scheduled alr fre u - 

• BoJ stopover choice - 
Fat East USA ft imve. 

.• Maeiaries Blond to yoor 
aoa notes. 

• Car & cmpmrsn hn, 
tit nl ft oudi passes. 

* Al 1 front 

budget to hoax? . 

PBCE GUARANTEE: 

WfenaaotbcbemaoD a 

(riot Adi far dads. 5 


•tantekuMt 


Oprm 7<Wy* McrvFrl 9*m-7po. Sri-Saa3ttS-5pBr 
f ^hl I fl t2 Nigh sent Alton. Hants. GU34 IBM 





IHEWaSS 


AUSTRALIA + NZ 


Safari 
i Adventures 

l Mbdng:featita> 


• ZMnbro-Kanje' 
•Utooj- 
l Saudi Mia- 


CnJI/brrotMrhvcinrr 

KXPIDITIOHS 

01373-826611xftn 


+ FAR EAST & PACIFIC STOPOVERS 

^^Jailormade 

EndfaiBBB— odn fc n* 

\ trawl options -UtuicMgn 
\ j foor ported OZ ft HZ hoBdnf 
' Cipsil ffinerary pfamimg 

if ftfflujjUjnti Kotds • Cars A Coopers 
U BKfifcl* MIB w C rates 
fj VB+F** MW Stays t Toon 

/ • Best Boy ffighta • Botmd the Worid 


I HBCT 8Q8Ma,«>gCI 7K1 1 


If you wish to advertise 
■ a thin wetioo plcane 
telephone the TVnvcl 
Tbuoi on 0171 293 2222 


CALL NOW for your 40 page brochure 

01202 434320 

AUSTRALIA 8, NEVJ ZEALAND TRAVEL CENTRE 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 1 1 j Activity Holidays 


Corsica 


Cyprus 


Independent Traveller’s World 


^ London Edinburgh 

^ 9-11 Feb 2&3Mar 

§ Business Design Ctr Assembly Rooms 
^ • Inspirational travel companies 

5 • Big free talks programme 

^ • A team of travel guides for advice & ideas 
• Huge amounts of travel information 





Action packed 

ho8 days Cor all the bu n B y 
in the French Alps. 


Corsica. 

Hocelc a apartments on 
the unspoilt fragrant isle. 


u.Missoi 

ptPHOS i:o«|cjnj33ii 

PROTAPAS -■ 
iVlicaps 


IARKACA f 

5FtCltL3f5COt'. , !i; FCECHUD.TEir I 

*l£fXZIAIII7 


Ring (01242) 240 3 10 for our 
Tranci Aane - brochure. 


Ring (01242) 240 310 for our 
‘Corsica’ brochure. 



>itfy Hoys' 


WBHotOn eot OvnrfM CL50 BS 


WtHcSOn iWOl CMmn CL50 PS 


SOUTH 

AMERICA 


Oasis 


Holidays Afloat 


Eastern Europe 


RattAtenT nets for 

The tacnaes to sod thutief for 
foosc nho lose to nam ihe his, 
explore intnatMgphoea. 
cooper peats, o^cij- a ftUe 
advstfoie or even lea hardy 
bofiday3.&mfl escorted patties h 1 
Enmpe. NepsL «be Aaoeneaa, 

. mow dura thirty hobdeys k> 
choose Bran. 

neose tdtore. fat.Of swe fora 
bredsnt 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS 
Bw43WefcvynGanfcn,AL8(5PQ 1 
ta 01707373988 
Ret 01 707333CW 


its 


PRAOUE. VBWA BUDAPEST and 
Staw M a. Csnoar pm sl ana. hotels 
& Opts. CXmhsn (01708) 623689. 


Okavango 

’pURS&SAFANS 


ArjaenUafoMei^t, 
BomttatBatUmp awlfe* 
JUatt rfrerx sate awb d 
frmmee. Reot-pJcttd entft 
IMrAUA 

Ranw warn us sst 


CBEOUSUWAKU. Alpkw d^i si 
beaatttri High Tates mauitelns. 

CccmAs — — — I * i— 

i uiBwa, wnoi iwin poet, mn 

S/C flat rips AU 1W. (Hi 31) SS7 


HOSEASONS^C I 

» » 


PRAGUE. Her brochure 2-5 star 
hotels An Cl Spp par m0«- FBgfas 
Cl *5 [Agent's ATol 40B3). Abo 
Budapest ft CtacosL Pha ooiany 
! cottages ki TStras ft Bohemia. 
Auto Plan 01543 257777. 


Simply die best for 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA 
ZIMBABWE 
NAMIBIA 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tek 0181 34 3 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 
Gadd House 
Arcadia Avenue 40 

f I Ml TTl 


Monica is tbeonstbeaiuifiii I 
island in ibe Meditenancan. j 

We oftersilbs with pools, I 
seas id e cutta s es , stylish 
ho irh . tn o ui tom aubojxs,an 

ts)a iid Waoderi njprojjom me 
asdspeculist Dower and 
pwmi og holidays, 
nassadlsaea: CMaO 

0181 995 9323 

Lino aravusr xroLini J 


_ London N3 2T3 


On Saturday 
17 February 

The 

Independent. 

will be 
publishing a 
South America 
Special. 


»KM c= 

Esahhsfad )«6 


WATERSPOUTS BEACH CLUB S to 
Greece and TUrfce* «» FREE 
saBng. e i uarep a ts. s h ore MM - 
Vm ant I ApsriMd ct* drone 
cfcitB. A hofidar tei«y 

wifl m|av. 2 weri" »«" tv 

ffligMa IrtCftri ed) Cri Sunsall 
CtvbS 01705 232222 (34 hTO). 
abta vaoer. atOl sbt. abSC. 


FLOTILLA.’SKIPPBRED/BARE- 
BOATSwraflhMfceperfsasBff- 
tng rioadsy tereneryone. sihateser 
their sailing abUKy- Choose from 
I over 050 yachts, a the Medlwr- 
imon. tta CodWaan andsrawid 
the irarid. 2 weeks from C343pp 
(Rghia included). CaB 01705 
(t* hrs). ASIA V4087. 
ATOL 987. ABSC. 


Don't forget 
, to mention the 
Independent 
when replying to 
adverts 


Corsica 


tehtapniptohnn 
onoddsarrism ns t rrts h 
sedfc HuUhi lssdsaiStesttem, 


CORSKAH PLACES. TlwCorsam 
■Os r ls llsl See our 1986 Smcfasi 


lltdl wri vffiags hsuaea, pretty 


■PISl small. Msmfty. fanriy com- 
pkwts. Interesting Uriels. Vety 
htsMty. persons) sendee. 01 «» 
774366. ATOL 2647 ATTQ 


! s a d fc HuUhi l S sdsii d testtes. 

5mril ft Fnrnrir Aubngei 
eosnuh lm 5 ran trumi 
BeachMle W#*» and Ir Wunn i 
nssvrlfofpfc FV*t»c Cn*ng 
vr rosstalt tasd. Lenden W 80H. 
*'»n» 


Fbr further 
details please 
call the 

Travel Team on 
0171 293 2222. 
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FLIGHTBOi 

travelling freestyle 


Yoi^ 


BSTTSB AHWArSTSAVELCLDOC 

riewlsrtwMwn 


11B ft 177/173 TOnBMHCOUirfKMD 
UMONWIPOUC 
. OPEN 7 DAYS 
t rBSSS3w55us! 
ATOL ^62 IATA ASTAD0806 


AUSTRALIA a NEM ZEAIANO 

0X73. 767 2466 

AMERICAS A EUROPE 

0171 757 2000 

WDRUJWDE 

0171 757 2444 

FIRST a BUSINESS CLASS 

0171 757 2500 

ALSO AT GATWICK AIRPORT 

01293 568 300 

OPEN Tam • I Opel (WILY 


LOS Armies Ft £265 
San Francisco £265 
Boston £190 
Atlanta £235 
Chicago £243 
Toronto £225 * 

Caribbean £285 frnstertam 


.Sydney *£600 
Perth £573 

New Zealand £625 
Singapore £410 
Hong Kong £436 
£89 India £358 

£79 Nairobi £299 


AM tees as nttsn flfitt. srigact a tua«riafo>. Maronri and itgtorm sRianM ft 





GUARANTEED LOWEST AIRFARES ON SCHBMJLED AIRLINES WMriy wpH I ikoARWrost 
'-r - ^ tSSP M r. .S&UM ocgfe . 


CALL HJGHTBOOKERS FOR YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE ON DISCOUNT FLIGHTS & HOLIDAYS DOWN UNDER 
BROCHURE LWE.-0a.71 757 2206(24hrs) RESERVAT/OAIS.-0171 757 2458 




TRAVEL BUG 



3-17 MARCH, £1,999 
Wine tours and vineyard 
walks in Europe and 
the New TOarkL 
ARBIASTER & CLARKE 
01730 893344 Vr 
AnO.ATOLWO 


WORLDWIDE 
0161-721 4000 


NEW I 
ZEALAND. 


3FF:Cli'.LV APrC-STSD -SENT '03 
SiNGA'O": -MR. IMS 


naiBzaa a 


* iTDL OPEN SUHD1Y ID TILS 


Lo^Nns 


OH MOTHS, CAlUfRE. 
MEWfoCC ft TOURS. 
CAU. ROttFQH TOUR IBM 


LOOHHG FOB A GREAT DEMI 
Buy one sdwUed fir New Mai 
non far DO ad {H antder kr 
orif 019. Pta* 01932 BBH hr 
jmr sfanrim paduta kt fotfc> 
beekbtftrt 1M Unary WLOfa 
valid for ooiwinl tntti tasca 
Nth April and I5ifi Jane IWL 


Greece 


Special Interest Holidays 


wwcbUNSPOILT 
GREEK ISLAND 


Mhmaa 

quafiry haiidayi ml 
» known ucul 



[PECZALIST 

REECE 


IndudieK Undfii ji i ro 
Mmm & l— t 
fcoUcniinlnd Fly Drira 
exdunve seaside villages, 
dmrut accoomcdmoa 


• 1-847-4748 

l»W 



Walking Holidays 



0161 577 2717 
24 Hour 
Brochuro Lincl 


Independent 
ing, from Ihe leisurely to 
the challenging, from the 

Cotswalds to Kanchenjun^ 



t’/ . r__ ... ... 


9 W- » 
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I irSAaMOURAMAZMGUr HONEST 
brochure 01629 824 881 


oqrtigfoGiak fon3f after 16 


^FAMTASTIC' SUMMER 9 
HOLIDAYS 70 CYPttUS I 


LASKARiHAt 


Wan apeiknce to guide you 
efi tM beaten track and 
dtsewer one Cicob 
ho^Ntalitf. Private vitfas, 
apartooMs, nmU Iwtcb and 
Had wasderia&jiltB 
spccialiH waBJa^pnnnng Si. 


Tte SpreUhl Iter Operawn to Cnrrot. 






2!**fca 


D rr MOIX DO IT WITH TIC I 

CRH. WOMT PB ri VOWt HW IWOt 


R=S- ./■ -"4 


tS'Rsnkf. 


PAXOS CORFU 1 
SYMI SKIATHOS 


riondniMn 
■ tafnas (24fan| 


'nSi 

Mjfawgnsl 


0181 995 9323] 

*n«to mro ATOitm^ 1 


IT r.pii V2J67 tsf.1 .1701 j-iaa^i 


VILLAS WTTH POOLS, vlflngo 
houoas Mi unxjxMtt arose. Rue 
Nb. flydrtws, escorted tours. Ow 
2661 yean Sunvtt 0181 B47 4748 
(24hr) AITO ATOL806. 


Family villas, conagcs and 
small a pan menu in unspoilt 
locations near the sea. Also 
guided walking weeks in 
hidden Corfu, painting, 
yoga, photography. 


r DISCOVER! 

•AKISTAIV 


Corfu (ihccrrk^ 

Brochure: 
01635 201140 
.ABTAvasaa- Amo. atol isro. 


I PAXOS -ITHACA 
CEPHALON1A 
CORFU -LEFK AS 
ZAKYNTHOS 
MEGA NISI 

flMoCStitilv Cib 4 
Prknc Trill nib sash, ftMdi ari 
«J*dr cmurcs ia boedW mayrit 
loufam. SfKuftat tuletai 
wjJUeg led famr bofobyt. 
Fleaw cafl u» u: 04bn) 

0181 995 9323 

Snip Ammg xmiBa J 


Trekking. CUmbIng. 
Mountain Biking. 
Culture Tours In tbc 
Karakoram & Hindu Kusb 


S6& 


KE Adventure 


Travel 

^PIA 


' roL _>s(.i,s ■ a no 

(0176s™) 7^966 


CREEK ISIANDS CI.UB 1 

7? yon at Arrarwuifi villa mil 


a ymn « arranffinc villa mil 
hltfrT MUnv Irov mhn 
cv|wts pnvaey. corn fort, 
prrvnnal wnitr and bcaunbil 
wruulidirqa, 

Pv\«r» - Itiiwvi - Ckrmi >aa.i 

LriKi' * 7.ikixn*H 

Rvnaas - Crnrri • RM.vnav« 

Sarmi ■ ^ ■ niw n 

Oath » .sw as, mv* n 
For a bndnre irlqiSw 

(01932) 22(HT7(24 hr*) 

mmn hORa/m wmlmdnew 
VRa Oavll«b,.i«i 
v Aiiavmi iwh ano / 


PAXOS AND LEFKADA - The most 
beautHul and Inspiring Qroek 
laianos. Simple studios, sea view 
“ponmema. country cottagea and 
lusurtous vsas. Pebring and waBc- 
frig holidays. For 1996 brochure, 
cea Pams HaBdaya, the oue kedL ■ 
nomi spoc u tes. (01580) 765000 
ABM. AITO. ATOL 


Seek out the Interesting, 
the unusual, and the stim- 
ulating with new walking 
and cycling holidays Id 
E urope. Dozens of options 
from Norway to Morocco, 
from Ireland to Turkey, 
from Spain to Italy. Ring 
now for your brochure. ^ 
HESDWSBeK. atoimii 



■kt-.-r.: 
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WAUC GENTLY thru he worlds best 
•ine regtona. Small croupe, fine 
food ft win*, country Inns. 


ctatoauk 7 wtiw estates In Spain 
Ifojy France Brigade Madeira 
SAincn etc. wmetralto 07306 
712111 XTOL 

DISILLUSIONED WITH prodkttbls 
package hoHttaya7 Come and 
enjoy genuine camping adven- 
broa in EaM and Sorihem A*lc> 
a! oHordabh) prices. 1 to 10 
weeks. Con 01233 211666 tor a 
brochure. Kumuka EspedUons, 

WALKERS WELCOME hofldaye In 
France, Spain ft W Ireland. 
Guided Group wan®, or Indepen- 
dom sell tod tours. Beta Franc* 
OI69Z 031223. AITO ATOL EBK 

BURMA . Escorted emea grow 
tours ptua taaornnede Itineraries. 
Can I nduct 4n a Travel 0181 695 
8280. ASTA V1337 ATOL 1822. 


skiathos. Pell on. sicoprios. 
Want* 308, Mykonos. Lomnoe. 
Superb Wias. apt, a nmols, mom 
■rth caa views. Expert £ friendly 
service from Skiathos Travel Ltd, 
now In aur leth ywu. OiBi 
9406157. AITO ATOL I860. 
SKIATHOS. Prikm. Skapetoc. 
Atonlsso*. Mykonos. Lomnos. 
Superb villas, opts a Ms, mosl 
R«n Ua vioae. ERiart ft Meridly 
sarvtoe tr SkMhoe Traml Lid. now 
In our HStti yr. Dial 94UIS7. 
AITO ATOL 1600 

THE INDEPENDENT rocommands 
Pure Crete Spring ttoweni and 
empty heeriws. SrC riflago 
houses. 1B6S Brochuro OIBI 
7600678 ATOL 2757. 


THE ISLANDS. Fabulous houses. 
CWros. Syros. Speten, Evla. 
Jtoois. beaches, boats, staff. 
Elyeian HaBdovs 01787 225482^ 

ACHaRAVI ACSTEFANOS. NtsaoU 
Vbu tavanr aeon this Cortri Skn- 
Pfo houses ft apis. Near sole 
beeches, fondly Menriy and rural 
Cnii now tor Brochwo. 015B2 
25714. 


GRECO-FILE/F1LOXENIA . mi 
Grooeo Inc. Poeos, Loros, Kythfra, 
Esia. Petoponnsse, iiaeedonla. 
Efftus 101422) 375999 ATOL 281 7 

Ann 


OTETNAM. nraBaod. Lap* and Cam- 

. boeta. Baoertod emstt 0«ri> toura 

riut trifar-mada Wnai ar iea For 
iiiMtffy. psreoasl sairiea please 
Ot fodOcMm Travel OfSI 995 
6280. ASTAV1337 ATOL 1922. 




KUROER MYSTERY WEEKEND. 
15-17 Msrch. Sef in me styflsh 
lAngmynd Hotal, Church Stteaon. 
ShropeMra. AB rooms an suite 
phis maria. CIKpp Acorn Acthrl- 
dec 01432 B3Q0B3. 



PROSPECDNO EXPEDITIONS 
1996. Australia, do It lor roWf Dig 
yonr awn gems, gold fri W*i oul- 
badk. Brochure Telephone 01603 
882044 




IUOS ISLAND HOLIDAYS poraonri 
wtecdon ol iradUanai houaee, va- 


lao. apJa A small hotels on Die 
Wands of Letkas. MagarVML 

•Wrionta. ZakyiMNw. Nan», 

Pwoo. Tlntw. Skiathos, Sfopoloa, 
AJomasos 8 the Petal poninsrip 
01403 259766 ABTA ATOL 14S2 
AITO 


If you wish to advertise in this : 
section please telephone the * 
Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
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of the Maoris 


: •- v: I r :.- 


® clay is Waitangi 
jft the day New 
Baland's European 
settlers made 
peace with Maoris 
- and the day the 
Maoris signed away 
their land rights. 

By Cathy Packe 


F rom the clifftops of Waitangi, 
it is hard to imagin e you are in 
a place once described as the 
hell-hole of the Pacific. Today 
New Zealand’s Bay -of Islands 
is a haven for yachtsmen and 
tourists wanting to escape the mild 
bustle of Auckland, three hours to the 
south. Hvo centuries ago it was filled 
with whalers and sealers, who had 
come from as far as New England to 
profit from the rich marine life of 
New Zealand. A trading centre began 
to flourish. And as the villages grew, 
so did their reputation for lawlessness. 
Fights broke out between Maori and 
European, explorers and traders, mis- 
sionaries and convicts. 

Waitangi crouches within an inlet 
on the Bay of Islands, a jagged coast- 
line which shelters some 150 islands 
- this was the area that Captain Cook 
first saw in 1769, from his ship 
Endeavour. Already an established 
Maori centre, it was also the first 
European settlement in New 
Zealand. Land disputes became 
more frequent as the 19th century 
progressed, and in 1832 a British Res- . 
,ident was appointed to try to calm the 
situation and protect colonial inter- 
ests. Eventually, in 1840, the Treaty 
of Whitangi was signed; as a result. 








Inside the Maoris’ Centennial Meeting Honse at Waiting) 


New Zealand became pan of the 
British Empire, and the Maori mis- 
takenly inferred from the treaty that 
they would be left undisturbed on 
their tribal lands. The audio-visual 
presentation at the visitor centre 
shows how wrong they were. 

A Maori talks movingly about the 
impact of the European invaders, 
bringing guns and foreign diseases. 
The Maori struggle to regain some of 
their land is still very much alive and, 
indeed, is one of New Zealand's 
most prominent political issues. The 
government has now set aside money 
to try to settle all outstanding dis- 
putes by the end of the century. 

The often uneasy co-existence of 
European and Maori cultures in 


New Zealand is represented on the 
grassy clifftops of Waitangi by two 
contrasting buildings: the Treaty 
House, and the Whare Runanga - or 
Maori meeting house - which was 
erected next to it in an attempt to 
realise the hopes of the first gover- 
nor, William Hobson, that “we are 
now one people”. 

The Treaty House is a modest lit- 
tle building, built to house the 
Queen’s representative, but barely 
large enough to be home to an 
average-sized family. The first 
inhabitant complained that it was 
impossible to represent the United 
Kingdom from such a base, but the 
British government stood firm and 
refused to fund any of the more 


grandiose plans originally put for- 
ward. It was built for James Busby, 
who was sent from Australia to W&i- 
tangi in the 1830s. In addition to his 
new diplomatic duties, he was 
responsible for planting the coun- 
try’s first vineyard. He became New 
Zealand's first winemaker, and vines 
are still grown in the garden which 
surrounds the Treaty House. 

The Whare Runanga. and the 
marai or grassy area in front of it, rep- 
resents the heart of the Maori com- 
munity. Even nowadays, it is in the 
meeting house that all the important 
tribal discussions take place, and it is 
here that the tribe will gather to 
mourn their dead. The meeting house 
is always built to a particular pattern. 


Photo: Robert Harding 

with the different beams and rafters 
representing various individual parts 
of the body of the tribal chief: back- 
bone, ribs and so on. There is no fur- 
niture inside, but the ornamentation 
comes from the rafters and beams, 
which are intricately carved; every 
part of the carving symbolises a dif- 
ferent tribal ancestor. 

Traditionally New Zealand’s 
national holiday (op 6 February) has 
been celebrated in Waitangi by the 
ceremonial launching of Ngatoki- 
matawhaoma, the largest war canoe 
in the world. Made out of two vast 
kauri trees, it is more than 35 metres 
long and needs 80 oarsmen to move 
it through the water. There is no 
shortage of volunteers. 


travel austraiasia 

Australia's Year of 
Festivals: a guide 

By Simon Calder 



Sydney’s 
Gay& 
Lesbian 
Marti Gras 


T he fiction that Australian culture consists 
of equal parts of Neighbours, Foster’s and 
Rolf Harris has been comprehensively 
overturned! Australian artists are embroider- 
ing a comer of the world's cultural fabric, 
and the country's tourist industry is recognis- 
ing the fact by dubbing 1996 “Year of Festi- 
vals”. Here are some of the highlights: 

Untfl 2 March: Gay and Lesbian Mardi 
Gras, Sydney You don’t have to be gay to 
enjoy this month-long celebration, but it 
helps. Sensuality and the southern summer 
culminate in an outrageous parade along 
Oxford Street in the Bohemian southern 
outskirts of the city centre. 

16 February-10 March: Perth Festival. The 
world's most remote city sheds its isolation 
for three weeks, welcoming performers 
from around the world to its auditoria and 
arcades. The top venue for 1996 is the New 
Fortune, an open-air replica of Shake- 
speare’s Fortune theatre. 

24 February: Wine and Food Festival, Mar- 
garet River, Western Australia. Take a day 
off from the Perth Festival and head for the 
heartland of the best wines in the West. 

1-17 March: Adelaide Festival. Detractors 
describe the South Australian capital as an 
overgrown country town, but culturally, at 
least, it is a big city. If events at the Festival 
Centre become too highbrow, nip next 
door to the Casino (housed in the elegant 
old railway station). Don't mention the 
Grand Prut, which has been prised away 
from Adelaide this year and will be tearing 
up the streets of Melbourne in March. 

8-9 June: National Capital Ballroom 
Championships, Canberra. Strictly bureau- 
crats? Probably not. The Australian federal 
capital comes alive in midwinter. 

5 October: Henley -on -Todd Regatta, Alice 
Springs. Give or take the odd disastrous 
flood, the Todd River is as “dry as a Pom's 
towel” (Australians are always unkind 
about British personal hygiene). So the par- 
ticipants construct “boats” out of beer cans, 
and propel them Flintstone-style along the 
dried-up river bed - all the while confirm- 
ing cultural stereotypes. 
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•Adventure tours • Sailtreks & Seatreks 
•Walks and Treks • Raft & River Journeys 
•Wildlife Safaris •Wilderness Experience 

m EUROPE, TURRET, GREECE, EFB3C&, EGYP T, 

•Mnrn jjE EfiST, CHINA , THA ILAND, INDONESIA, 

USA, SOUTH AMERICA, AUS/NZ... 
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Vermeer 

A snmning 
.exhibition of this 
great Dutch painter 
will be beid in 
The Hague from 

1 March to 

2 June 1996. 

For details of our 
city breaks to 
The Hague and 
Amsterdam 
together with 
further information 
on the exhibition, 
write or phone. 

TIME OFF 

Freepost, 

Lodn 
SW1X7YY 
•171-317 7015 
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( k leaders in small group 
.•tdveijtnrc holidays with over 
20 years experience and the 
widest choice of trips; choose 
from 4 different brochures. 
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forget 

-i? to mention the 
^ Independent ' 
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- .adverts 


?| Journey 
Matin America 

LATIN AMERICAN TRAVEL 

IKfsartnl Groups and BespokB Toote 

■Mil ?.*/ 8315 _ , 


to 


747 310* 


eqWT 

Israel Jordan Syria 
Lebanon Turkey Greece 

Active & adventurous journeys 
Call for a brochure 
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France 


WE WORK. YOU REST THEY PLAY. 

We give you more. 
You still pay less. 

THE BEST QUAUIY SBHJHVE CAMPING HOUIWS N EUROPE 
J4 NIGHTS FOR UP TO 6 PEOPLE FROM OAKY 

£95 _ 


SEE HOW MUCH MORE EUROSiTES CAN GTVE YOU. 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR '96 BROCHURE. 

01235 824364 

QUOTING REFERENCE 96833 
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■ |i ,pl i hM- .nri l iw 



HOLIDAYS & BREAKS 
IN SPAIN 
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[LLAGES 


THE SPECtfUSTS ftf SELF-QOHMftS HOUOAYS^-^^t 

adtWVmii»Ct»osBtiwnMquaftyapartra*rtsln 
adnty packed 'VlagB'wqijfat Steons* in the mart 
beautidcuM amenity regnal Rira y***$<^7 

CHOOSE TOW BROCHURE MOW _ / Mm* A 
JGkTHEH CALL US QUOTING NO 023 ^ / BBS f 

m 01606 734413 g 

PART OF THE EUROCAMP GROUP 
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670067 


France 


finance *96 

A superb selection of ova 400 handpicked 
aittageg.Tn i i , en d riii t r e wi . many wife pooh, 
throughout Fiance's most beautiful regions. . 
Call now fora free mpy of oar c o loorbimliini 

Ki ng sla n d 

holidays 
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J rHendly hotels 

for short breals or long 
stays in town or country. 


Ring (01242) 240 310 for our 
Trance i ta Carte’ brochure. 




vnKe*fort(MO] i 


Luxury mobile homes on 
sunny beadiside sites with 
poob and chlkhens activities. 
FREE child places. 

Self drive holidays hem 
£295 per party. >0 
cd mriie 01 8T 398 0355 


F RANG E 


A superior choice of 
traditional French hoBday 
properties. 

nn CQ14H7R EBOCHOKEg 
JUNG (017WUMU 1 

quotb nBFi nn 
%canoa en K&jEa 
Cfwpagne 
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L/icturesque 
-*■ French cottages 

Many with pooL 

Ring (01242) 240510 for our 
‘Cottage’ brochure. 


HandPicked 
Villas & Cottages I 

Coast or Country 

fWpnT®! — I 


Quality 

Mobile Homes 

On 4-Star Sites ^ 



(01903) 745319 

aw*— _ aiTO_ 


Discover the spleudotus 
of France on foot, by bike, 
or by canoe (with your 
bags moved for you). 
Comfortable traditional 

hotels with fine regional 
food and wines. Ring now 
for our 102-page colour ; 
brochure- 

HT^DVlWIcR. AT0L24U 
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France 

Villas 

^ & Cottages 

~ qf^yle and character 
l'’ jg in the prettiest 
J.^Trtgpns of France. 

^^tifiierence 

free 

POP Brochure 



m f iOUVELLES FROVTIcRES « 

m 0171 629 77721 
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Fax: 0171 293 2505 


EYance 


ALORSJ QUAUTY HOUSS A vflte 
In South Wwt Franca at sanslbie 
prices. FVancopMe. bonded 
01639 431 860 

DORDOGNE Beautiful faimhoueas 
ft ghee sat in Myflle countryside. 
Private pools. Paraoml manoae- 
menL IndMOual cars ft attention 
throug hout ft t 01222 521346 

LA LOUETTTERE , Fhouso pooL 
view S. Loire, Sips 10, bBces Fr. 
£250 Jldy 101522) 513009 

UOY - DORDOGNE. Idsallot 1 or 2 
famBes. Charmingly restorad. 
very WOO equipped farm house. 
I«ga pooL Ihbia tsnnta In barn ft 
badmlirion. Lovely countrytfde. 
WlGiDy Wrow (01 B1) B74 3513. 

NOIRHOUTIEH. WEST COAST 
Luxury well equipped 2/3/4 bed 
vflCas with healed pool on the 
island* with everything. 2S ndlaa 
ol sandy beaches, phw to rests, 
picturesque vIBagas ft lun parid 
Phone for fud details Rsl. F3S10 
W 01502 500555. 

DORDOGNE LOT Tower house tor 
2. Peace ft quiet, sun terrace, 
views, bird welching, flowers. 
Swimming, tennis. Also hsa S- 
8.01273 733591 

TARN (NR ALBI). Sedudad hBskle 
hsruttouse. Sleeps B. Privsta pool. 
views, wbU eqidppad. From E29S 
par week Details with photos 
(01747)852294. 

LOT/DOROOGNE SW FRANCE. 
Wide range o( comfortabie Coun- 
try properties, all with own swim- 
ming pools. Afl sizes. Pay in £ 
sterling. Colour Brochure trom 
Peter Aklous(EngMi) Wngflsher 
HoSdays. Tat 0033 53 40 71 13 or 
Foe 0033 53 40 74 71. 

CHATEAUX REGION ol Loire. 
Deshpwrs cottages with pools. 
Wefc shops, goWwtne Aoehurs 
01469 896615 

CYCUNG HOLIDAYS In France. 
Bde France 01892 890885. ATTO 
ATDL2832. 

HAUTE PROVENCE/VERDON 
Lowly house on herb scented hB- 

slde. Glono country. Fantastic 
views. AO country ecthituas. Sips 
6 from £2400 II pw. tel ephon e 
0033 92773788 or 0181 8526333 

LOT. Group of owners o«er mmUly 1 
tomhousos, some wt» pooto. 
Steeping 2rt2. C150C1400 

(01544)328455. 

AVEYRON/UTT Rest’d stone 
tannh'se in imtfccovsred Nrtortc 
region. Uututously squippod far 
8+. Idyfec position, views. Private 
pool, grounds. Suparti waltog 
end sporting activities. 01296 
747045. 

NORSMNDY . PaeoaU country COt- 
taoa. UnspoBL raiaidng. Sips 5-7. 
01323885838 

NR ALBi, BW FRANCE. Courmy 
house wlh prtr 11m poo*- W Acres 
gdn/tarest/a*nals. Sup« vlsere. 
Paradise Found. Brocto (H279 
442297. 

LOT - Uognttteent hHItop Ghstaau, 
wondsriullood. partes wshxmw 
fromZ-IB+.Tht (01783) 845428. 

CHATEAU, Loire VsHoy- En suite 
rooms fa weekly, whim welcome, 
pooL«ipS 2-6- 01295810786, 

HIDE AWAY COTTAGE h Chereree. 
Sunny courtyard ft gartten. Suit 
couple. From £150p«L Tel Camp- 
bell 0033 S3 27 35 08. 

PROVENCE Alps, detached studio, 
sips 4. Venfofl Gorgtt/Lac St 
Crota. Ssasonei s wstBn tn g A i al h- 
teg- Ava8 afl yn SS«l85pw. 
01 BS2 710227. 

NEAR NICE Holiday apartment in 
mediagval mountah vfltage ol SX 

JeanosL Sleeps 24, C14Ml0pw 
Tel ep h o ne Oiga Moyle 01684 


..“/Don't forget 
to mention the 
4 Independent 
when replying to 
r.advezts 


LETS DIRECT GUIDE, Book direct 
with owners tor batter rales. 
Accommodation to sufl an testae: 
v»as, farmhouses, ghes. mobile 
homes: approx 700 lor you to 
choose from. Fantastic terry and 
Insurance packages evailebM For 
mare rtetaUs cefl 01439 B7BBIZ 

NEAR GRASSE. Luxurious Proven- 
cal house ft swimming pool In 
spectacular medieval mountain 
idfoga. 4 dM beds. « bates, pooi- 
table, dishwasher, let. ft washing 
machine. TW: (0181) 4518891 

5 OF FRANCE . 45 mins Nlco. Weii 
equpped la In stunning medavai 
mountdin village. Huge sun ter- 
race use of private a/ pi ( 01 B 1 ) 
4513891. 

CHEZ NOUS *95 . Save money Eteok 
DirecU Private owners advertise; 
Chateaux, Villas ft Farmhouses, 
many wflh pools. Cottages, Apart- 
ments. Mobile Homes, Family 
Hotels. B&B’s Spec. inL Hols. All 
regions al Franca 260 pg col 
txoch. 01484 682505 


City Breaks 



'^Barcelona 

£ 165 * 

To make a booking or 
to request a brochure 
for this and more 
offers to 11 other 
exciting cities including •! 

Madrid, see your 
travel agent, or phone: 

1121 252 3665 [ 

Thomson 

CITYBREAKS j; 

i ‘2 ms 2T nolel. B4B ter li 
1 neps airmioglum p 
;■ between 1-29 Feh‘S6- 

.^t^aiiwOpcBMUatsmiiAUMiaw 

If you 
wish to 
advertise in 
this section 
please 

telephone the 
Travel Team 
on 

0171 293 2222 
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Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 



(excl taxes) 

SYDNEY 

one«ar mm 
hwn 

039 £489 

NEW YORK 

o retai Him n 
ton 

£99 £170 

JOHANNESBURG 

one <7 ®n 
ten 

£251 £418 

PfflTH 

£325 

£559 

BOSTON 

£129 

£189 

HARARE 

£297 

£495 

AUCKLAND 

£352 

EE38 

FLORIDA 

£159 

£215 

NAIROBI 

£224 

£299 

BANGKOK 

£208 

£407 

LOS ANGELES 

£195 

£271 

CAIRO 

£142 

£235 

KONG KONG 

£273 

£449 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£195 

£271 

DUBAI 

£194 

£275 

SINGAPORE 

£226 

£424 

TORONTO 

£125 

£225 

RIO 

£294 

£489 

BAU 

£297 

£495 

VANCOUVER 

£255 

£296 

PAHS 

£62 

£62 

SAIGON 

£297 

£495 

CARIBBEAN 

£194 

£285 

AMSTERDAM 

£69 

£69 

TOKYO 

£315 

£594 

MEXICO CITY 

£253 

£352 

GENEVA 

£89 

m 

DELHI 

£226 

£358 

KATHMANDU 

£255 

E473 

AROUND THE W0H1D 

£877 


TRAIL 
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worldwide attention to detail 


THE TRAVEL 


EXPERTS 


Vietnam or Bali - departures from many UK airports including 
Heathrow. Birmingham. Bristol, Glasgow and Manchester 
£495 return. 


London - Johannesburg - Cape Town - London 
available now for only £545 return! 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £33 - USA £31 • AFRICA £41 ■ PACIFIC £39 • ASA £31 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £13 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR HEW NORTH AMERICA DIRECTORY 
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For the real towdown on worldwide 
travel, Traffit utters is ymr one stop 
travel shop. 

Traiffinders offers more low cost 
Rights to more destinations titan 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tatior-make your 
Itinerary wfto op to 65% cCscoant on 
hotels and car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 IHA ABU 69781 


42-50 fells Court Road • LONDON W8 6FT 
- long Haul Flights: 0171-938 336G 
Transatlantic & European; 0171-937 5400 
194 Kensington High Street - LONDON W8 7RG 
long Haul FHghfs: 0171-938 3939 
Transatlantic & European: 0171-938 3232 
First & Business Class: 0171*938 3444 
22-24 Tire ftiory Queensway • BIRMINGHAM B4 68S 
Worldwide Rights: 0121-238 1234 
48 Com Street • BRISTOL BS1 1 HQ 
Worldwide Flights: 0117-929 9009 
254-284 Sauchiehall Street • GLASGOW G23EH 
Worldwide Rights: 0141-353 2224 
' 58 Deansgate * MANCHkSIER M3 2FF 
Worldwide Rights: 0161-839 6969 
First & Business Class: 0161-839 3434 


Mon - Sat 9-Dpn* • Tfiurs 9-7pm ■ *Mon - Fri 9-7pm Jan S Feb • S:;n 10-6pm (LondDn & Manchester 


... people think the world of us! 
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Amsterdam 

£69 

Prague 

£120 1 

Toronto 

£199 

Nairobi 

£317 

Lisbon 

£96 

New York 

£156 j 

Kuala Lrenpur 

£399 

Harare 

£489 

Paris 

£56 

Los Angeles 

£269 ! 

Rio 

£499 

Brisbane 

£550 


4iia mm vaiT-tn 


AI<relmdBtitak<Mf&gtaonqurt!T«rim 

London ■ Dubai - Bangkok - avtece - Singapore - Brrwi - Brisbane - Chnstrixudi - swfece - 
Audbod - 1009 a - Honolulu ■ Los Angeles ■ London frem £713 

Europe: 0171 361 6161, Worldwide: 0171 361 6262. 

(Hot KM (MU (Mmfasfer) 

117 Eutfon Rani NWL 8b Old Brampton Rd 5W7, 38 Store S WO, London 
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NEW YORK. LOS ANGELES. TOKYO. BANGKOK. SYDNEY. AUCKLAND ... STA TRAVEL 



HALIFAX 


WINNIP EG I £249 
VANC OUVER £249 
CALCARV £Z49~ 
EDMONTON £249 


\| (Malta «a*n If 
w SB Iterated Urate SteMA w 


0171 335 4400 


DISCOUNT RJGHTS WOflLDWIOE 
Travel Insurance lies 25%. 
Wingspan 0121-457 8897 TB532. 


AFRICA SEAT SALE. Schad fBghts. 
Cal Cnnaon Travel 0181 4288*44 
IATA/ATOL 


CHEAPEST FLIGHTS 
WORLD WIDE 



6REAT VALUE LOW COST AIRFARES 

>0161 367 9292 < 


TrmiTrmik nmay&M i 
■* mw flT Zirn’smisi 


< dun Vui M>lfr mu If Mmtrmo 
Maridt m dr tol p mJ Ut prim. 


I £542 


Mi 1 1 1 

OZ/NZ CLUB CLASS 

— £1191 — 


•WIROEI 

W3 T -w 

IOHAVJESEURG 

CAIRO 

f *!>• Jl 

1 TEL AVIV F -fYi-.fi 

[MEXICO 

■ ijif 


ROUND THE WORLD 
— £699 — 


TRAVEL > TRAILS 



BRUSSELS from 

jwewr 

£69 

FRANKFURT from 

£104 

DUBUN from 

£59 

BERGEN from 

£190 

PRAGUE from 

£145 

NICE from 

£125 

PALMA from 

£125 

BELFAST from 

£55 

EDINBURGH from 

£58 

GLASGOW from 

£58 


SO British Midland 

Diamond Deals 


Reran fans tram Lon don Heathrow. 
Contact your local travel agent nr call lor details on 


0345- 5 : ? 4 d 54 


nr hook on the Internet htr^Z/ww iflybririshmidlanilconi/ 
DumonJ Deal Lira- bmiUMc m selected dun and Uu£ t*~ 

Sufneei ri> jvjiIihJuT Tmel man ratluJr j SjiurAw wpn «U» 
ps^cnprl LUCT wUl iTfik 


LOW COST 
FLIGHTS 


WORLDWIDE 


RETURN FLIGHTS FROM LONDON 1 

NEW YORK 

from Cl 87 

BOSTON 


WASHINGTON 


MIAMI 


LOS ANGELES 


SAN FRANCISCO 

from £264 

TORONTO 4 

from £179 

VANCOUVER 4 


BANGKOK 


JOHANNESBURG 


SINGAPORE 


HONG KONG 

from P4&4 

PERTH 


FRANKFURT 


BRUSSELS 
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Dublin 

from £ 49 

Paris 

from £ 62 

Amsterdam 

trem £ 62 

Munich 

from £ 96 

Geneva 

rrom £ 97 


• All fares subject to availability and 
booking conditions • Fares exclude airport 
taxes, duties and weekend supplements 
■ Departure dates vary • Ask for details at any 
Lunn Poty HoBday Shop or call us now on 

■ST 01 203 230240’ 


Lunn Poly 

The same flight for less. 


-Toram nStonmw Ere subracl to pochasa W liam PWy 
i&mo*. Iresotwi Mcn-Fif 830anv8ra>% Seftem-ficm. 
&si&30ran-5pj> WWMdpannniiceepiraAcenD. 
VisH. SraCCtl DMA Cmc* Grt suOttrgB cf n por pwswi aopBd 


TECNO TRAVEL 


CURRENT SCHEDULED AIRLINE FARES 

NEW YORK 189 JOHANNESBURG 439 

LOS ANGELES 279 HARARE 439 

MIAMI 229 DUBAI 290 

VANCOUVER 305 DELHI 355 

CaiffETmvt Fake*, to ah vnsirc & Einorev: Desnvxnrr.s 

For RarffAi Emnrvr Service Cau 


m 

and 


0171 - 482 - 0414 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AU 53 CA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

MOONLIGHT 
TRAVEL tr= 
0171 -490 1490 £3 


ARR0WFLIGHT 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 
AGENTS FOR ATOl HOLDERS 

01527 524318 
MON-SAT 9am-8pm 


GERMANY. DAHY COK Kglm. 

(0IB1) 429 2900. W Access. 
German Traaal Craitre, AST* 
906B5. ATOL 2977. (ATA 


Portugal 


■pv iNCI'.'iS'ja;. ISiVtilfRS 

Portugal 


Halldsrpropcttlca Lhnmghm 
the most deBgfttial 
■fa toa i ii pl. 
FKEECOtODB 

■menu 
KING 

(0X798) 869416 




FUTDRIVE NORTH PORTUGAL 
Character Pousaoa. Manor Hm 
BB accom. Also Madeira. HigMy 
flexible Sunv* OM1 847 4748 
ca m AtTO ATOL808. 

THE AZORES trenqufl, remolo. var- 
dsn stands. Hotels, ttmra wh ole 
M a t chin g, cycling. H&*f flexible. 

SurraS 0181 B47 4748(241*1 ABTA 
MTOATOL80& 

ALGARVE. Wage nr Afiuseha. Pri- 

l^iahj *1 k&4 ul _JA 

< 1AM UfH WU I 

pool. tBesotaanbybeactiuB * all 
anwiMe ctoae bv. 01734 403073 
VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Cartages 8 
Uanoitanseawflfi pools. Urapofc 
Worth- Ilinho 8 Deino. 019S4 
261431 ATOL 2787 AITOABTA. 


•TUSCANY 

UMBRIA 


| A Coastal Regm m ltd) 
The bat Prirate VSa 
F«i luhanrat uh! 
A paitr wts with SAob 
some with T hearts. 
Apts, ii Yata , Fbrrsce 
| mtd Rowe. [Kilre yrins. 

knowMtr * Jtxrfcc u wt 
IdeRdncily wtt hnwi 
Aw free bndert 
0171 372 5469 
TOSCANY 
NOW 
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Trarfroood tommy 
KBa-apanmeoa whh pooL 
Discover the Tinea Heart* of 
Italy with our flexible, fly -drive 
boOdaym. sayiox in a choke el | 
dumilBg tathnate botds. 
Paiatmg, art 6 BtUmaore 
and axtkrTj boftdayz pho 
short brrsAs 1o Horace. 
HMgdwh hai l m J— 0M | 

01819959323 

v MUV1JI7 ATDLHZZ MID 


C A REFREE 

ITALY 


01689 841900 


lABTAl 
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CASTLES 

FARMHOUSES 

VILLAS 

APARTNBnS 
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ShaAHorence Peal 
Lecca. Mas with pook. 
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01449 737774 & 



9taly 


better 


Porytmr 

freacapj 

cfvur 

1996 

[uocfciifti 

pUeaecall 

01235 824354 

ABTA V«W ATOL:»» IATA AITO 


LA BELLA TOSCANA. Very apodal 
tannhsac, Yitaa. 4 apts lor rant bi 
& around one honing medlova] 
Sai Qndgnano between Fkwrco 
and Siena. 1996 Broch 0181 
4229218. 

TUSCANY/StCUX Select properties 
In excellent locations, pools etc. 
cm Brochure 015394 31120 ASIA 
V7333 

TUSCANY BEAUTIFUL FARM- 
HOUSES with pools, alp 2-16 tr. 
£270 pw. Tef 0181 940 2890/255 
4825 

VENICE FLORENCE ROME . 
Vonoto. Van bio. P rivate apis io W 
weekly Tel'Faa 0181 878 

1 130*0962 


Tmdiuoaa! farmhouse*. 
rlUas and apartments 0 
hel/f praises regions. 
TREE COLOUR 8ROCHQKC MNC 
(01798) 86942 1 QUOTE U67 
Or write: fee nac to Itoila. 
Pan 1 167. Signer, hdhorougk 

Wat Sana IW20 1QD 


am IN 


1A. 



Select j»»r rJjBa 
boUijVU u 
fnm mrmnt 

J 96 Mart 

OUT NOW 

LAKE COMO 

COTTAGES 
TO CASTLES 
01622 
726883 

VENETO 


Tram Nw. 
Ill Tmmtndp KA. 

tU^aamr. 
Cm MSIAINN 


ITALIAN 

COLLECTION 

Tuacony, UaiSria, 
Abruzzo A Marche 
BaauRot tarndwuees 8 
ecnagea v»th private poets 
' In urervaled rural tocaflorts. 
,01403 259788 
Opwi Stniara Il4 
A IUOS ISLAND 
ShOLIDAYSl 


Quality villas & cottages 
in the green heartlands of 
UMBRIA & LAZIO 
Ferry Motorail Fly-drive 
Italian Altar A10t 2334 
in Hsmbolt Read. Lonflon W6 80H 


0171-381 6636 


IDYLLIC ITALY 


The complete JclccOoa 
countryudc in came. Villas, 
Formbousca. Caides. Charming 
Cquiurvalde ft Chv Korda. 

BBHXKUKreirs 





FLYDRIVE TUSCANY/UMBWA. 
Character BB accom. Plus Sidly, 
Chios. Lakes. Highly rtaxMa 
Sutrafl 0181 847 4748 (24hr) NJO 
ATOL808. 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY VIHaa. COl- 
Cages & apts. For brochures cal 
TaHor-made Toura on 0181 291 
1450. 

APARTMENT IN CONVERTED 
Umbrian farmhouse. Would suit 
slngfo/coupte. Now available 
£250por week. Telephone Mau- 
reen pm 01322 407353/ Pauline 
am 01322 431821. 

UMBRIA, rscontty renovated large 
village house IO mine to Lapo 
Traakneno. TM. (0181)7485195. 

UMBRIA. Cottage lor Two wWiln 
w alki ng dtatanco ol Mmflevai Hffl 
Town, ovariooklng Lake Treat- 
menaomais 01 886 213185. 

THE LAKES. DOLOMITES, Tuecany. 
Umbria, Elba A sidly- vBos. apts 
or hotels 0 vary r e asonab le 
(Vices. Auto Plan 01543 257777. 
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BIG SKIING, SMALL VILLAGES, 3 
YMaya'VMmoraU Lee Arcs. Excel- 
lent Hotels /Chalet. From £1891 
SBVOUS FUN 0171 405 1018. 


SKI GOURMET exclusive Austrian 
Chalet or small French Alpine 
hotoL Fine food ft wine, no 
crowds, tm E47Wwk_ Wlrretrafls 
01305 712111 


Spain 


SPANISH 


VHteswtthi 


quiet 

Our sefecdon feanim quality 
ptu pert i ei in the mart tfeWrtru! 
coastal or mountain settfrigs. 


Rydrive Feny MotinraH 
5/7 Humbohltoat London W6 BOH 
mm Mtorsm 


0171-385 3127 


nminnou 
TMTIUHS 

SPATS? 

H-artitltmal 
couatry hoaaes, villa b 
and apartments la 
countryside Spain and 
POrtugaL 

reacoiooanocanB 
BM6 (017981 869416 
QUOTE KEF E5IXB 
woaMiin 


CAREFREE 

SPA 


IN 


01689 80006S 


■•Ml C 4 V f I i^H 


AKDALUCIAN BUN ft 3 deflghtM 
cottages In our hlRakle o8ve 
giw. Saudi bom Granada PooL 
mod cons. UKtsL 01564 782321. 

SPANISH ADVENTURE Walking 
and exploring hoOdays In the wld 
alenaa ol ADtanaTOi. TNUFax 0034 
78708089 or write to: ff) Box 2. 
Aforaradn, 4*100 (forosl). Spain. 

PI COS DE EUROPA (N. Spain) 
Cantabrfon Travel. TM (01473) 
717143. 

ECO-UNKS In SPAIN Invites the 
Independent travel lor to diacovor 
■tile axptorod rural areas In the 
Spanish Manor. La Rlofa, 
Segovia. Salamanca. Cacaros, 
and other regions, ltd 0141 339 
4314 

IBIZA Shoaling hooey vMa, Wps 10. 
pool, overiooMng see. nr beach 
Tel ephone 01435 872840 

SPANTREK. AS year round w a Bdn g , 
wBdMe 8 ga s t ro nomic hoBdaya in 
Spain ft Portugal bid. Pfooo de 
Europe. Andorra, ft Mallorca. Tel 
01457 B382S0 ATOL 3232. 

CALABRIA - Loads of sun at our 
vtlla apts. great beaches below. 
OoW dhoct good prices. 0181 852 
5500 


^Unspoilt Catalonia 


SPAIN 


_ _ flRJS 

Apts. St Holds. £'SZ 


®®^SECRET 

SPAIN" 


1 


Tradldanal bouses to 
rent near coast and In | 
mountains of "Green* 
Northern Spain 
| and tat La Rioja. 

014497360961 


spnin portujol 


it 


Thetwraberone 
choice lor superb 
wlaiwiai pools In 
tf>e Algarve and 
tnroujpoutSpem. 


01752 jfhBTA 


660777 


>«D 


SPANISH STEPS. Wonderful 
Andaludan while village location. 
Superb 8 bedroom character 
house. Also lovdy 2 bedroom cot- 
tage. From £70pppw. Pool avail- 
able. Brochure O1604 770012. 


VINTAGE SHUN. Catalan, Galician 
ft MaBorcancourary houses moat 
with pools. Close co as t 01854 
261431 ATOL 2787 ATTO ABTA. 


ANDALUCIA. Expamadtma CaatlBo 
La Mancha. Dlatfoctlve ft excep- 
tional country properties with pri- 
vate pools in extensive grounds In 
wonderful rural locations. iHoa 
Island HoHdays 01403 259788 
ABTA ATOL ATTO. 


ANDALUCIA. GAUCIN. Traditional 
“white - mtn vOaga. Lovely old 
hseAfois- Sips 2-13. Yr-round 
COidOri a . Magical ooratyaTOs 


pardons. Walks, Itowera, birds, 
nrina. Fly MMaga. GRt, SevHle. Tsl 
(0171) 7209748. 


CASAS CANTABRICAS - Escape 10 
beautiful unspoilt regions ol N. 
Spam ft Portugal. For a/c ft hotel 
hols tel (01223) 328721. 



MERISEL ft MOTTARET with SU 
Experienoe. Excellent an suite 
chalets. Bid guiding, nannies. 
wwidartU food. For this aeaeons 
brochure can (0117) 9745351 (24 

. hn) 


BELLE PLAGM& Prime apartment 
steeps 5. odour TV, adjacent 
ptets. Law booking bargalne araB- 
aMe. C200-300pw. Tat 01Z77 
214445. 


CHAMONIX, private chsM. Avafl 
Feb. MraAprftTM 01483 562831. 


AUSTRIA- LEOGANG Hnked with 
Seal bach. 250tans manicured 
piste. Chalet sips 20. Feb ft Mar 
avail tr £325 pp. 0171 730 7234. 
ATOL 


Africa 


TAILORIVIADE 

SAFARiS 


ZIMBABWE. BOTSWANA. 
NAMIBIA, ZAMBIA. KENYA, 
TANZANIA & SOUTH AFRICA. 


LuMfltoM remcftB todgas. WMkktg, 
oanosfog, rtttg and vehUe 


safaris wteTlhe very bast gUdas. 

j. AdmkanuMh 


Superb waafe. 
contort. Cal into create your 


' Rnne or tax cn: 

Tat (01604) 28979 Ftec 31828 

tVH 


EX] 


ttarrteon Houra, 

BB Palmerston Rd 
Narawmpion. M«i 9EX 


AFRICA TRAVEL CENTRE. 
C ap e tu w n / Ha raraftl a lrobl Rights 
only Mor made Iwlrtoya, satata, 
•rot ft dub specials. For further 
Into and brochure (0171) 
388887a ATOL 3384. 


FUTDRIVE NAMIBIA. Gama Lodge. 
Guest Farm, hotel accom. Add- 
ons to the Cape, Botswana. Vic 
Fals. Zambia. Highly DsxBria 
StxraC 0181 847 4748 (24hr) ATTO 
ATOLBOB. 


SOUTH AFRICAN AFFAIR. Cope 
Town, Wlnetands, Garden Route. 
Natal ft Transvaal A unique selec- 
tion ol classic hotels. Gama 
re s erves and charming homes 
and gardens. 1W 0171 381 5222. 


Turkey 


Fereooal service bam Tariff 
specialists. Prime riDa, 
convened cottages, seka 
hatd^ taSar-oisik itinerant*, 


RxiraprdrarNEtruKfoxfo^ 

fioRoOvoK (34ka) 


Ii 


01819959323 


AMMKA Gohova. Criteirftag vten. 
S/c twin fata, oil saa SsacfL S^s 

S. SuH fmritee/groups. (CTtBll 
7888812 or (0181) 034831 mm. 


Central America 


DISCOVER COSTARICA. Tom I 
ftydrlvas steytng anwB Ms, 
lodges, 
llamli. 


SunvS 0181 847 4748 

(24(a) AlTO ATOLBOB 
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W to mention 
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USA 


FLORIDA VACATIONS- todMduai 
hofldays, etttuMva aooommoda- 
don, regional Skprie. Futy 
banded. TM Brochws Lina 01727 
841330. ABTA V5164 AITO ATOL 
2978. . . 


NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS- Db- 
Uncdva Inns ft taro«y homes, non- 
stop flights to Boston. Bradws 
Una: 01727 882211. FUy bondsd. 
ABTA V5184. ATTO. ATOL 2878. 


□ISNEY/nORIDA Luxuy I Ml 


bath v»a In pins treat^ps 


treated pool, aeMa TV ORe t t 
tennis, horse fdg. goH. TW 0181 
3418718 


Ifyouwishto 
advertise in this 
section please 
telephone the 
Travel Ifeam on 
0171 293 2222 


India 
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BUTTERFIELD’S Irerian rattuny 
lours. Join our special carriage . 
and see the red Indto or Pakistan. 
0128247023a 


^INDEPENDENT^ 

ON SUNDAY , ! 

Fill your holiday cottage, villa or apartment vacancies 



The Independent and Independent on 
Sunday readers book Self Catering 
holidays. 41S,000 of our readers stayed in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage on their holiday 
last year! 

(TGI 1995 GROSS) 

For only £7.05 a line inclusive of VAT (approx. 4 words per line), you can 
advertise your holiday home and fill those vacancies throughout the year. 
Your advertisement will appear in the weekend section of The 
Independent on Saturday and in the Review section of the Independent on 
Sunday. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 


Either call us on 0171 293 9999. Monday to Friday 
between 9.30am - 5.30pm. 

or 

Fill in and return the coupon below stating the 
wording you require and your payment method. 
Payment can be made by cheque or by 
Access/Visa/American Express/Diners Card. 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 


Insertion- Dates: 

I enclose a cheque for £ made payable to 

Newspaper Publishing Pic or debit my 

Awess/Visa/Aroex / Diners account by £ 

Card No: ;. 

Start Date: Expiry Date 

Your Details: 

Name 

Address .... 


Tel No: Day Evening. 

Signature: 


Pill in and send to: 

TVavel Ibam. Clu.^ fieri Advertising, independent Newspaper, 1 Canada Square, Canary Whart London EM SDL. 
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fragrant with 

the smell of 


salt, seaweed 
and serenity 

By Josie Barnard 



Captain Cook: from 
Whitby to Hawaii 


Whitby Abbey, established in 657 by St Hilda, played host to the Synod of Whitby in 664 
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A t first, tbe appeal of Whitby out 
of season is pathos. The shutters 
are down on the candy-floss and 
flip-flop stalls. A lone gull flaps 
past the empty bandstand. Sand- 
mud coats the iron diff lift, which 
is resolutely in suspension. Everything, 
it seems, indicates an absence: tourists. 
Instead of multi-coloured, striped tow- 
els and tanning oil-shined bodies, the 
span of beach is staked with driftwood. 
A bone-chilling northerly whips an old 
Summer Specials menu wild through 
empty streets. 

I pull my.coat collar tighter and hurry 
along the bleak stone pier out into the 
raging January sea, to a point where I can 
get a perspective. 

Seen from beyond the lighthouse at the 
end of the West Pier, Whitby is a town 
of red-roofed tiny houses tumbled into 
two harbour clusters split by the River 
Esk, guarded by emblems of its past on 
the skyline. Fhcmg each other from oppo- 
site clrffc are Whitby Abbey and the Cap- 
tain Cook monument. 

Put a pink plastic bucket on Cook’s 
bronze head, crown the Abbey with a jet- 
jewelled hair comb and you have the com- 
ponent parts of Whitby’s economic sur- 
vival through history - tourism, the jet 
carving industry, sea faring and Chris- 
tianity. It is a peculiar mix. 

Tourism, for the tourists anyway, 
should be about fun. Jet boomed in the 


19th centuiy because Queen Victoria 
adopted it as tbe gem of mourning. Tbe 
18th-century maritime legacy embraces 
Cook’s discovery of the cause of scurvy. 
The 7tb-century founding of Whitby 
Abbey by St Hilda represented a bloody 
victory of Christianity over paganism. 
Today, tourism both exploits and 
bestows new life on these events, with 
a network of museums, statues and 
plaques. 

Alone on the end of the pier, even 
through careful sweater and thermal lay- 
erings, I am chilled by the tones of die 
Hawkser foghorn. Yet it is also strangely 
comforting: that it is a signal implies it is 
signalling to someone. I look into the 
town and spot a woman scurrying across 
the swing bridge. A teenager dashes 
from a car to the harbour-side arcade hall. 
It’s as if I’ve glimpsed the town’s ghostly 
real owners. The appeal of Whitby 
changes from pathos to voyeuristic curios- 
ity. What do residents do beyond “the 
season”? 

One thing, of course, is prepare for the 


Six of the best sights in Whitby 


St Mary’s Parish Church, East Cliff 
Dating back to 1110, this is a charming 
architectural hotch-potch with a maze- 
like quantity of 18th-century box pews 
and unique tripledecker pulpit hung with 
ear-trumpets. 


Whitby Museum and Panned Art Gallery 
Even in winter the museum is busy, with 
schoolchildren scribbling notes about 
Whitby's jet, maritime, fossil, flora and 
fauna legacy. 


Sutcliffe Shop and Gallery Tum-of-the- 
century Whitby photographs by Frank 
Meadow Sutcliffe. 


Museum of Victorian Whitby Includes 
the wheelhouse of a 19th-century 
whaling ship and a unique collection of 
miniature room settings. 


Whitby Abbey The religious community 
founded here in 657 by Abbess Hilda 
produced nine saints and hosted the 
seminal Synod of Whitby, which decided 
the system for dating Easter. 


Whitby Lifeboat Museum Includes a 
flimsy-looking RNU hand-rowed boat that 
helped the Whitby crew earn more gold 
medals for gallantry that any other crew 
in the country. 


Cliff, 1 shiver. The abbey’s is a bleak 
site. Salt win d has scoured the grave- 
stones to blank, as if denying that peo- 
ple, even the dead, have any lasting 
place here. 

Then my eyes are drawn along the 
horizon, toward the defiantly intact carv- 
ings of Caedmon's Cross and down the 
hillside curve of the 199 stone steps into 
a clutch of town that seems from this per- 
spective to be defying the laws of grav- 
ity. Washing strung on a line in one jut- 
ting back garden flaps hold-of a nearby 
chimney pot On a cold February day. it 
feels like Whitby is exclusively mine. I 
understand what locals mean when they 
speak of “the pull”: the sudden desire to 
come and live here. 


next season. From spring through sum- 

d& * 


mer, John Brennan skippers cod fishing 
trips for touring angling clubs. Come 
autumn, he cranes his boat, Achates, up 
on to the harbour’s floating pontoon for 
de-barnacling and engine-fixing work. 
Meanwhile, his wife, Wflma, shuts up her 
tea-room and shop. Time and Tide, and 
retires to her garage-workshop, where 


she can be spied through the dust-layered 
window transforming fossilised peat into 
jet jewellery with high-powered dentist 
tools. 

Jet carving is anti-social - “in its nat- 
ural state, it stinks like a bog,” Wilma 
explains, so it has to happen before the 
tourists arrive, as does John’s leaflet print- 
ing and mailing if he's to maximise his 
time out with angling parties. But how- 
ever much preparatory work there is to 
do, John and Wilma prioritise their pas- 
sion for 17 and 18 mile-long moorland 
walks in winter. 


“Without the string vest brigade and 


igac 

that overpowering smell of bodies. 


Whitby is as it should be - more fra- 
grant,” thrills Wilma. “You get a real 
sense of the salt, the tide, the seaweed. 
I really savour the serenity.” And while 
the love of off-season peace and quiet is 
shared, “we like to keep ourselves to our- 
selves,” states John curtly. 

Ice and heavy moorland snowfall 
often cut off tbe road and rail routes that 
connect Whitby and the outside world. 
The two piers curving out into the sea 
look ready to clamp shut and seal in the 
harbour. A concave wall of cliffs at once 
protects and imprisons the town. Whitby 
physically looks in on itself. 

Standing exposed on top of East 


I think ahead to Whitby on a sunny 


July day, crawling with Goths who' 
reduce the abbey's status to just 
another sight on the Dracula Trail 
leaflet, price 30p. Ancient streets will 
be erased by caravaners, hostellers. 


day-trippers and their crisps-packet 
lolly-paper rubbish. 


and 


Q the end, Whitby’s global 

hero took one trip too 

many. On VaJeatuie’s Day, 

1T79, Captain James Cook 
died on a Hawaiian beach in 
a fracas over petty theft. But 
in the previous 20 years, he 
completed journeys that 
would be the envy of many a 
modern traveller. 

His first voyage of explo- 
ration was to map the St 
Lawrence River into what is 

now the Province of Quebec. 
Cook’s reward was the 18th- 
century equivalent of a 
South Pacific surpass. On his 
first voyage to the world's 
largest ocean, he visited 
Tahiti, New Zealand and 
Australia. His landfall in the 
latter was at exactly the same 
spot (Botany Bay) as the run- 
way at Sydney airport juts 
out into the bay. 

He mapped the east coast 
of Australia assiduously, 
casually giving names 
according to the calendar 
(the Whitsundays), mis- 
fortune (Cape Tribulation) 
and even compass mal- 
function (Magnetic Island). 
At the northern extreme of 
what is now Queensland he 
claimed the territory for the 
Crown and called the whole 
lot New South Whies. 

By now Captain Cook was 
clocking up the Sea Miles at 
a furious rate. His subsequent 
voyage took him below the 
Antarctic Circle, by way of 
New Caledonia and the Nor- 
folk Islands. He sailed first to 
New Zealand then, by way of 
Hawaii, to Alaska and the 
Bering Strait. He returned to 
the Big Island of Hawaii and 
anchored in Kealakua Bay. 

As a monument at the bay 
relates, the captain “fell near 
this spot on the 14th day of 
February 1779". 

He never reached Mel- 
bourne, but that did not stop 
the city fathers trying to cap- 
italise on the Cook connec- 
tion. In 1934, his Yorkshire 
cottage was dismantled and 
moved stone-by-stone to the 


My illusions could not survive even 
minutes into the season. However 
strong - urgent, almost - it is now, i 
can’t imagine I would feel “the pull" in 
summer. 


Fitzroy Gardens in the heart 
of Melbourne. The former 


Josie Barnard's first novel, 'ffoker 
Face’, is published by Virago on 
22 February, price £7.99. 


home of the first man to 
explore both the Arctic and 
the Antarctic stands in a 
twee little garden dose to 
the “Tudor Village". Such 


is tourism. 


Simon Calder 
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something to declare 




Bargain of the week 





iS- Tof £99, Afr Trance wiH tate.you from 

tbe.eentre, putyo« vprft?T two nights iu tbe 
Itbree-star -Mexeihfp,?: Hotel (breakfast 


_ We cakndate that ff yoif med to put the 
same trip iogeti erj?o^^ r it?^dld cost at 
i least £50 mori£s^l> 5 ^ v-i-w.s .;' •• r V. : \ 

to 


. pay just £10 more; from Manchester £15; 
T and from Edinburgh, £40. And if you have 

- always wanted to stay at a four-star Meridien 
.• .hotel it wiflxost only £20 extra. 

it turns .out ttyat there is; indeed, a 
catch. Ifte.riumber Air France advertises, 
0181-742 3443, is so busy that you can 
never get through. So the airline has 

- briefed staff iaits main reservations cen- 
tre to . take bookings on 0181-742 6600. 

: The T offerts open for any weekend until 
. the eridof- March.. 
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r >sodttiern Queensland : beach ^ tbe bafang neat; ^ 

• bloody tot. On any given -.y or.shpula I just go home? • 

- . rwi&ripM<in-.way ’ : t'-"' 

. r , , iX 1 • ' wrfboards and possibly p^)00 miles Tor tius - ■ ■ 

KAVK ‘ starts and bwjeByfiSb. . .. ^ 7 

■l&toUs closed diietd r. hour, wh^no§mfefrad 

Steals,; 
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Warp mgs from The 
• World’s Most Dangerous 
. Places b y Robert Young 
-Felton and Coskun Aral 
. (Fielding Worldwide, 
"£11.95). • 


Most dangerous countries 
for domesticfligbts: 

China, North Korea,--''. 
Colombia, the nations of 
. Central Africa and former 
Soviet Union.- . 


Hie highest crime figure . - 
at leading US airports is at 
t; JFK, New York, where 
jpdu have one chance in 
\ ' 4,000 of being a victim. 


- . Most dangeroiB place to 
■ be a pedestrian is Lima, 

^ Ferm where <»v average 
J: one person dies tinder the. 
•’ wheels of a bus every day. 


vWater^bui 

; ••• 
-‘..r.I- 

viators! Book 


Most dangerous month 
for US road accidents is 
(least dangerous is 
January). '■ 


” to our honeymoon^ Mr &MrsJW 


Most dangerous road in ! 
Poland (one of Europe’s 
most dangerous countries 
for road accidents) is the 
E-30, with more than 100 
deaths per year. ... 


, fearn a lot frdm.the staff about man- 




lease doubt pit TVs and radios in the 

^sads^scajy.Elease remove them 
^WasHtnglon DC- 


Further advice and 
information from the 

Foreign Office travel 
advice service on 0171-270 
4129; on BBC2 Ceefax 
page 564; and on Internet 
at http://wwwico.gcw.uk/ 


Snow’s up by Chris Gill 


Chalet holidays for grown-ups 


y favourite form of ski holiday 
is what you might call tbe chalet 
holiday for growa-ups: catered 
chalet holidays in properties that 
offer something like the comfort of 
a hotel holiday, rather than just the 
informal simplicity (to adopt a char- 
itable description) that was the main 
attraction of the chalet holiday 20 
years ago. 

My November survey of tbe best 
chalets in Courchevel, Meribel and 
Val d'lsfcre revealed some splendid 
properties run by a range of compa- 
nies. But there's no doubt about tbe 
outfit that made tbe grearest impres- 
sion^ although only one or two Ski 
Company chalets made it into my top 
six, a top 10 would have included sev- 
eral of their properties. 

In raid-Januaiy I spent a few days 
at Chalet Gueret, in the backwatervfl- 
lage of Essert-Romand, just outside 
Moraine. Gueret was among the first 
Ski Company chalets, and remains a 
son of mother ship for the Alpine 
team. More importantly for the visi- 
tor, it is an exceptionally attractive 
place to stay: spacious, warmly wel- 
coming, comfortable, tastefully fur- 


nished - and splendidly atmospheric, 
with creaky floors that testify to the 
building's 200 years. 

Like all the SkiCo chalets, Gueret 
comes with all mod cons - hi-fi, 
hairdryers, minibus - and other 
ephemeral extras that create some- 
thing like a home from home - flow- 
ers, books, newspapers. The wine is 
bought centrally with great care, evi- 
dent enjoyment, and a budget that 
would make your average chalet girl 
weep. Even more important, though, 
is founder David Kemp’s approach to 
the day-to-day running of his chalets. 

Mr Kemp's policy is to hire couples 
(at least 25 years old) to work as 
manager-cook teams, usually for a 
spell of two or three seasons. They are, 
as he puts it, “professional couples on 
a career path to running their own 
hotel or restaurant”. Some work year- 
round. either providing summer hol- 
idays or preparing the chalets for the 
next winter. AH three teams I have 
encountered this winter have seemed 
amiable, sensitive, committed, calm. 

The cost of all this - surprise, Sur- 
prise - is high. Even in low season, a 
week in a Ski Company chalet costs 


£730 to £930 (Val d’lsere chalets stay 
open to the end of April, dropping to 
£680), and in tbe February peak it 
costs £1,030 to £1330. These are 
amounts that will buy you a pretty 
swanky hotel holiday; and holidays in 
other upmarket chalets can be had for 
much less - for example, Meriski's 
Iberis is £820 at half-term. Simply 
Ski’s Brames is £950, Scott Dunn's 
Crista) de Roche is £995. But no hotel 
holiday gives you quite the satisfaction 
of gathering privately with friends 
before the log fire of an old chalet, 
champagne in hand and dinner aro- 
matically imminent. And I haven't 
encountered in other chalets some of 
# the extras you get with a Ski Company 
holiday - champagne or aperitifs 
before dinner, digestifs after, babysit- 
' ting every night. * 


Snow reports 


The Ski Company currently 
has space in all its resorts at 
different times in Marfch and 
in late April - and a couple of 
rooms free In Vail in mid- 
February. Contact 
Abercrombie & Kent 
0171-730 5552 


There was some snow last weekend in 
many resorts in the Alps, but nowhere 
near enough to transform rocky and icy 
resort-level runs - and quite a few 
resorts have had no fresh snow since the 
first week of the new year. Switzerland 
has had a particularly thin month, with 
the lower slopes now closed in many 
lowfeh resorts and icy ir? higher ones, 
and the upper slopes mainly hard; the 
extremely high skiing of Zermatt and 
Saas Fee is among the best to be found. 
In constrast, practically all Italian resorts 
had a share of snow last weekend, 
Austria and France present a more mixed 
picture, with resort runs Open except in a 
few resorts in northern France; some of 
the best skiing is to be had in the 
southern French resorts of Sene- 
Chevalier and Montgenevre. The 
Pyrenees remain in good shape, while 
eastern Europe is getting by. In the US, 
resorts in California, Utah and Colorado 
have all had worthwhile snowfalls. New 
England is recovering from its thaw, with 
snow forecast this weekend. 



ICELAND 


ARCTIC EXPERIENCE, the 
market leaders offer a full 
Iceland travel service; 
from escorted end 
independent tours to 
maps and books. It's ell in 
our 84 page colour 
brochure. 



Best holiday you never had! 


If you’re looking for a great holiday with 
a difference then Iceland is where you'll 
find it. Tbe scenery is simply awe 
inspiring, the list of activities endless; 
walking, trekking, horse riding, biking, 
driving, hot lagoon bathing, safari 
camping, coach touring, city ‘breaking’, 
bird watching, photographing waterfalls, 
geysers, volcanoes, and landscapes ... 


REGENT HOLIDAYS, with 
20 years experience In 
every kind of Icelandic 
holiday from, coach tours 
to cruises and city breaks 
to safaris, we also offer 
the Faroe Islands and 
Greenland. 


DA STUDY TOURS 
ICELAND: Saga Trail, 8 days 
from £759. GREENLAND + 
Iceland: 8 days from £988 
FAROES: 8 days from £559. 
Expert led, small groups, 
half board. From London 
& Glasgow. 


...that exist nowhere else on earth! And that’s just 
daytime. Evenings provide cultural entertainment 
and night life that is reason in itself for many to 
visit! For tour operators. Iceiandair Breakaway and 
Iceland Tourist Board brochure pack call the 24- 
hour Brochure Line 01426 949 355 or call * 
Iceiandair 0171 388 5599. 


*t 


ICEIANDAIR 
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Wanted: heroic dreamers 


Do you have the right stuff to enter our £25,000 travel challenge? By Justine Handy 


O n Monday evenings in central 
London plans for expeditions are 
nurtured behind the big black 
door of the Royal Geographical 
Society. The lecturer of the week 
steps behind the lectern to tell his 
or her tale of virgin peaks, deep-sea moD- 
sters, and desert survival, and the audi- 
ence leaves inspired. They walk away 
from the lecture tjall down corridors lined 
with pictures of the great explorers of the 
past, dreaming their own faces into that 
gallery of heroes. 

On one of these evenings in 1993 
many of the mountaineers who were 
involved in the conquering of Everest met 
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Sir 
Edmund Hillary’s ascent on 29 May 
1953. Embryonic mountaineers came, 
too, to hear their stories. One of these was 
a young solicitor, Philip Leonard. 

By the following year he had pro- 
gressed from dreaming of summits at 
Monday lectures to joining a moun- 
taineering team. They took on Mount 
McKinley in Alaska to cut their teeth - in 
what are reputedly the coldest climbing 
conditions in the world. Later that year 
Philip turned to the Map Room, the hal- 
lowed inner sanctum of the RGS, to hunt 
down maps covering the Hindu Kush in 
search of uncharted peaks to conquer. 

“We used the only maps that were 
available: British survey maps of India 
from 1928. 1 ended up setting out to climb 
our unmarked peak clutching photo- 
copies from the RGS Map Room. Ulti- 
mately it was like something from the 
Great Game; we found a man who drew 
a map on the back of a cigarette packet 
telling us to follow a stream, turn left at 
the big grey boulder and climb.” Philip 
and his companions achieved their expe- 
dition goal of making a first, the moun- 
taineering term for unclimbed peaks. 

Why, where and how? This is the 
tricky triplet for the aspiring expedi- 
tionary. Why is not so hard to answer. 
Some people pursue a dream, others go 
to gather research on topics from the 
leisurely mating habits of the three-toed 
sloth to examining why snow is cold. All 
expeditions start with copious reading, 
whether it is to try and understand the 
heartbeat of the destination, or to find a 
viable route. In London, Stanfords in 
Covent Garden, the Havel Bookshop in 


Notting HilL Daunt’s in Marylebone 
High Street, and the Traveller's Bookshop 
in Cecil Court are lined with the stuff of 
inspiration. Stanfords also has a good map 
section to furnish your route pl annin g. 

So where to go? If you are of the 
research variety, the destination has 
probably always been known. For those 
chasing adventure, the lands of unspoQt 
beauty are harder and morally more dif- 
ficult to find. Mountain ranges seem to 
whip the adventurer’s imagination, the 
Himalayas being the most popular fol- 
lowed by the Andes. Deserts come next 
We seem to desire not only to cling to 
sheer marble rock faces, but also to cross 
unwelcoming sands with angry camels and 
not enough water. 

Finally, how to do it? For those bent 
on research, the Royal Geographical 
Society is not only the great bastion of 
centuries of exploration, but it is also has 
an expedition advisory centre. Here they 
receive about 400 applications a year for 
expedition support, out of which about 
100 are given backing. 

The purely adventurous usually pay 
their own way or find a sponsor with an 
urge to have their name linked to desert 
storms or a high-altitude drama. It is a 
hardened corporation that does not feel 
a charitable twinge towards a young man 
or woman determined to cartwheel across 
the Andes or traverse a desert in a 
wheelbarrow for a deserving cause. And 
until 26 April Heineken Export, in asso- 
ciation with the Independent , is inviting 
applications' for a travel bursary of 
£25,000. Details of the Wildest Dreams 
challenge are given opposite. 


















Expedition Advisory Centre, Royal 
Geographical Society, 1 Kensington 
Gore, London SW7 2AR (01 71-581 
2057]. e-mail: eac@rgs.org 
Daunt Books for Travellers, 83 
Marylebone High Street London W1M 
3PE 10171-224 2295) 

The Travel Bookshop, 13-15 Blenheim 
Crescent London Wll 2EE (0171- 
229 5260) 

The Travellers' Bookshop, 25 Cecil 
Court, London WC2N 4EZ (0171-836 
9132) 

Stanfords Maps and Travel Bookshop, 
12-14 Long Acre, London WC2E 9LP 
(0171-836 1321) 




The Wildest 
Dreams Travel 
Challenge 


si 


w-a, 


S * 



On top of the world: Philip Leonard near the summit of Mt McKinley 


The biggest obstacle to 
independent travel is 
cost So Heineken 
Export, in association 
with the independent, is 
offering a travel bursary 
of up to £25.000 to 
help you overcome this 
huidle. 

Who can enter: Anyone 
aged between 18 and 
35. 

How to enter: Fill out an 
application form giving 
.details of your travel 
plans. These will be 
assessed by a panel of 
experts and a shortlist of 
applicants will be 
interviewed. Forms from: 
tel 0171-231 5432; the 
Lonely Planet Internet 

http://www.lonelyplanet 

com.au, or at STA Travel 
shops. 

When to enter: By 26 
April. Winners will be 
announced on 6 May. We 
will be making interim 
awards, if you're planning 
to leave before then. 

How much is the prize: 
The total bursary is 
£25,000. The amount 
awarded is at the judges' 
discretion. It is possible 
that one exceptional 
proposal could win the 
full amount. 



SIMON 

CALDER 


T he border dispute between Greece and 
TUrkey might seem the last thing that 
either country needs for tourism. Trouble in 
Cvorus, too, in the portion of the island 
occupied by Turkey. But I bet the present 
tensions do nothing to deter visitors to the 
eastern Mediterranean: border disputes 
actually attract tourists. 

Europe sans fronnervs may still be a 
bureaucratic fiction, but they don’t make 
borders like they used to. Berlin s appeal 
evaporated when the Wall came down. 
Checkpoint Charlie, the most tegjnhngly 
grotesque manifestation of East-West 
conflict, has returned to the pagesof Len 
„ - Ru ranan border eua 


conflict, has returned io me 
Deiehton. No more Bulgarian border guards 
rifling through your socks m search of 
,-iiT-rpncv or Albanian customs 


ruling inrougu j uui ■ ; ~ 

smuggled currency or Albanian customs 
offidals examining visitors magazines to 
confiscate lingerie advertisements. 

The Foreign Secretary s demand at the 
front of every passport that the bearer 
should be allowed “to pass freely without let 
or hindrance” seems to be having the 
required effect Those who feel travel has 
become a bit too easy can head for those 



become a bit too easy can neau iui ^ 
rocky islets presently in dispute. A week agffc 
none of us had heard of therm now the rare 


none of us baa neara oi urcim 

is on between entrepreneurs fenyrng tourip 

to meet the long-haired goats whosuddenly 
find themselves at Europe s fr° atier - 


Wbu would never get away with it at school. 

I “The dog ate my passport , reports Ross 
Taylor of west London. Bobby, Mr Taylors 
Border Collie, munched his way halfway 
through the travel document, oblmous to 
the fact that it is Crown property. So Mr 
Taylor called the Passport Agency’s new 
national information line (0990 210410) to 
find out if he would still be allowed to take 
his holiday to Bali. ... 

This new telephone service is interactive, 
which means you have to say “yes at the 
appropriate moment. Since “Has your dog 
eaten your passport?” was not an option, he 
chose the final possibility, to speak to a real 
person. The phone rang orice at the far end, 
then the line went dead. 

Mr Taylor checked this a couple of times, 
then called me and 1 tried as well. The only^ 
advances I discovered were that the system 
works (or fails to work) equally well if you 
bark instead of speaking, and that the 
whole pointless telephonic transaction costs 
25 pence a time. The last I heard was that 
Mr Taylor had set off for Bali anyway, 
uncertain as to whether he would get any 
further than Barking. He has promised to 
report on his progress - watch this space, 
and your pet 
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UK Travel 



■V-A YOUR KEY TO THE 
WIDEST RANGE 
OF COUNTRY gg 
COTTAGES. 



Holidays from £26pp. 
For a brochure call 

01282 445777 

quoting DIX707 or see 
your travel agent 



COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 


FROM ONLY 


£25 


BIG HEW 1996 BROCHURE 


man's of quality cottages throughout the country - 
choose a short break from £61 or 2 week s holiday 
from &S7 per cottage 


1995 BROCHURE PRICES HELD ■ call today fob details 

MA1 11 



■ PJ>PW. band on * •hamg on AJaand p«p*rtY 


Country Holidays 


Britain's fa v ourite cocage hottdays 


01282 445721 



JEnglssfc Country 
Cottages 



An untuvalled 
choice in EngluA 
[ovdim arru. 

Free 4W pipe 
coloot brochure. 
Bine 

(01455)852222 

QUOTE bin tf tilm 


.g Dcm'l forget 
to mention the 
: Independent 

when replying to 
adverts 


UK Travel 


IN WONDERFUL m 
LOCATIONS AT WELCOMING LOW PRICES # 
PCTS, LINEN AND FUEL MOSTLY INCLUDED m 
Cornwall. Devon. Somerset, Dorset, Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Heart of England. North Woles, Peak 
District. Lukes. Dales. Northumbria and Scotland. ■ 


Devon & Cornwall 


1 {.< >1 i; r’.ivtU ill ill\ 


01756 702200 


Activity Holidays 


] 


_ The Experience of a Lifetime! 

* Track the elusive Snow Leopard 
*<C • Sore Borneo’s precious Rain Forests 

* Search for Dinosaun in Montana 

* Record IwBa’s vanishing festivals 

£Xh Far deads ofkov to join dtese acting expeditions 
Telephone: 01865 311600 please quote IN 
£2ES* p fif/meg ipitiorww's world weeds you today 
' *^1' U& vr 


join ,Y<>u- - Membership only C25....' 


Irish Cycling 
Safaris 

One week tears for 
Cyclists of all aMWa. 
For our brochure 
contact 

7 Dartry Park, Dublin 6 

Tels 00 3531 2600749 


ACTON HOLIDAYS tar S la IS year 
olds- Superb centres In Surrey. 
Staffordshire & Lancashire. 1 to* 
staff ratio. Free brochure 01706 
014654 (anytime). 

LB SURELY CYCLING & waWnp. 
quaaty hrildaya In Norfok Com- 
fort our priority UneecorteOBags 
carried. Wtadnril Ways 01603- 

B71111 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. OuaBy 
noddays wtm lull beetasr-W/e or 
longer. TeL (0144ft 721SS5 


Self Catering UK 


illliM/fslf UfcBJHll 

On *00 Jrmqlic*d^ 

pnvvftm Imm lcHur'i Urm* -ml 
tUvSvM toteerj !*• mgh Bw lafc" nl 

Cunbib w Nwrlitntai* 
MUthrBwrtn, CmuBlnwtaii 


Dales Holiday Cottages 


E1B feg W rod *qnKV 
nkmarAtie 


CnkMibnai 

wont, wjwrman 




MtXREAOaRS enfoy ttw CMftm a 


Farm Studio*. S. Devon. Join ue 
tor painting, caBgra phy. p aper 

- .01803722312 


\ Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST Sett Drtre Narrow- 
boat hothJayt. WMeat choice. 
O ag lnn oi a won' aM iana . Tot 
01005736605. 




dwghies a yachts-rya 


:s 3^555=4 re-r— 
boc*5yKSPi««iio earn 


01202 677272 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 
TAGES. Pete, Brian, tael Inc. Meny 
foreman Cl 50 p er wea k Ool-AtriL 
Brochure D1758 70B21 2 


A SHJECTION of hend-pte*** 1 ou- 
tage*. Character Cottage* 01 2B2 
445007 (UC204) 


Dorset 


English Country 
Cottages 



An unuvaued 
choice throughout 
„ Donet. 

I *« ?*£?** 

colour brochure. 

Ring 

101455) 852222 

QUOTE E3*HZ4Hh| 


DORSET'S WELCOaflE COTTAGES. 
Pets. Ihnn. luai bid- Meet li 
than £150 per week OeMprIL 
01758 70220* 


ATTRACTIVE FARM HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES In Idytilfl rural set- 
Hog. Tat MMon Abbas 01858 
Beombrocht 


HR UHJMORTH COVE, C17tt 
Ba tiJw d cottage, a laapa two, on 
adga oi huh From £160 par 
aieek.'M 01309853971. 


DORSET SpecMMe Chows from 
Mr ISOMSagM. 0128* 445726 
(UA 1KQ 



\sh IradMonaC 


Self -ca tearing cottages on 
both coasts of Cornwall 
and on SciDy __ 

Send for your FRHB brochure 
today err Itbone 01208 672560 
LO SfWl 1 HIBL CORNTOLL FLZt OHT 
7 day Rnoml S ar rfca &miwt-9pn\ 



VINDEPENDENT 




tOTTAGii 

HOLIDAYS 


Expoiaaicaflaie 
erfannhora: sflaied 





bofitnu. (/ 
SupmorRla&iB. 


KsbdRtpdtral 


: 01326 564552 ; :v:.r-: 
■ \\ 01326 573303 


SOUTH HAMS. 3 bed tee, water- 
front. an summer. (01548) 
560964. 

CORNWALL AMD DEVON 1421 cot- 
tages throughout (01752) 
260711. 

DEVON'S WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pets, Bnan. h>ei Inc. Many less 
than C150 fVwOctApiti. Brochure 
01756 702203 

FOWEV1POLRUAN. Charoting 
watersloe cottagim with Cm A 
CT*. superb views, dhghtet awaJL 
able. Pats wefooma. Tel. 01726 
670406 


East Anglia | 


ATTRACTIVE WATERSIDE COT- 
TAGE In billy lowly Devon toco- 
Mon. To ad HaH Co Hagan. 01548 
BS3089 

FREE 1B4 page gidde to the 500 
best value conagea In Devon. W. 
(01 Z71) 78322 (24 Ire) 

BEER, DEVON & DORSET. Over 
100 cottages 5 Bata. Coast & 
country. ETB Inspected. Jeon 
Barden Cottage Holidays. 01297 
2D973(24hre). 

RIVER DART, a/c aocoran. lor up » 
12 . (01803) 722 352 
CORMSH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Peis, town, hiel Inc. Many less 
than El 50 per week Oct -April, 
Brochure 01756 702201 
BODMIN MOOR. Idyntc secluded 
cottage. Log lira. 4 poster. 01206 
74408. 

SALCOMBE. Coach house. Great 
views of Baa/estuaty. Big garden. 
Near beach. Tel (01530) 242409 
DEVON Specialists Choose bom 
over 430 cottages. 0 1 282 4457276 
(UA102) 

CORNWALL Specialists Choose 
from over 330 cottages. 01282 
445726 (UA101) 


NORFOLK/SUFFOLK'S Welcome 
Cottages. Pets, linen, luel htc. 
Many foes man Cl 50 p/wk Oct- 
Aptti. 01756 702205 


Ireland 



See trvtand N fa bad is Spring/ 
raty Surenw- Irediurr. 

0175S 702214 


SHAUROCX COTTAGES. 50 High 
SL WMHngtan, So t neroet. D1B23 
681060. Cd Bro oi 280 select 
houses. Disc Faroe. ATTO. 

ENJOY IRELAND HoMays. Col 
tress/ Castiaa/ CruMng. moo's ol 
properties In lOffs oi locailans 
trom £55 pp pw toc ca r on terry (S 
abort) 01 254 682888. 
INTERESTED IN 9 days cycling In 
gie WM of helareL staying bt caa- 

tisa and Mtandbig anredtenrt 

banquet? Holiday inejudes ha 


Wll 

pis some erf the most braaHMdng 
maary In Europe. Ptasse phone 
00353 1 8372192/ 1 6819165 or 
FW00QS3 1 4501130/ 1 8818775. 
AN IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAY horn 
the whom choice. trxHdrel Cot- 
ureas, Caaflea. HoMs and Famt- 
tSSrn. Rsltihfl. OMmol Hirer 
Shannon cruising. Telephone 
01502560686 (24 hrs) 

KERRY - ow schoolhousa. Stun 

‘ n, overlooking 


ring - - 

StoWgs. Sips 8. Mod ws Oar- 
den. beach. Mting. wefdng. gon. 


U 0 UIS 8 URGH, CO HAYD Horae W 
IM. sips 8. OFCH. 5 nrina wafle to 
beach A vBage. Southern shore 
Clew Bey. Convenient ter Pelp N. 
Cormernsre 5 Crooflti Pwncfc TO 
3533808461 

ttnan 1 CLARE. HolM^ M Ireland, 
Bunoatow A tannhouee avaN. to 
■canto area nrgoH. Brittng & 
beach. CiOOpw fTB approved 
0035365551 35. 

IRELAND Spbdritats Choore from 
over 100 c o tt spe e 01282 *4572 fi 
(UAT11) 


The Lake District 


mUTHWAITE HOUSE Wtodermera 
Thomber ro w Road, overlooking 
lake. A> room Bnmrfte (sonw wtlh 
Jacuzzi baths] Satellite TV, tee- 
maMng. Sauna, TVfo Steam Room 
and heeled indoor pool solely lor 
our guests use. 2 rights. 5 course 
□inner B&B tod. VAT only C96. 3 
rights only £130. Brochure; 
(015304)43638. 


LAKE DISTRICT Welcome Cot- 
tages. Pets, linen, fuel Inc. Many 
less than C150 pi w Oct-Aptfl 
Brochure Tel. 01756 702206 


HILUHWMTE HOUSE Windermere 
Thombarraw Road, overtoofong 
lake. Afl rooms erwito (aoma vfoh 
Jacuzzi baths) Sezanne TV. tee 
making. Sauna. Tyta Sraem Room 
and healed Indoor pod so lely tor 
our guesfo‘ use. 2 nigiaa, 5 course 
Dinner B&B Ind.VAT only £99, 3 
nights only £130. Brochure 
015304 43638. 


RATTERDALE HALL ESTATE Often 
range of wc accom on private 300 
acre Estate. Set between Uflawa- 
lor end Hetve ft yn. Brochure 
0)17684) 82308. (24 hr) or fre 


EDEN. An oasts of prece to the 
heart of 2 national parko 
(Lahaa/Dalsa). Froa 63 page 
accom modation gride. Edan 
Tburtwn 01788 892*28 (24hre) 


UNIQUE MOUNTAIN COTTAGES, 
deep 2-22. Qualify character, tog 

flroa The Coppenrinea Conlaion 
(016394) 41785. (24hra) Bpmtial 
wi nte r br e aks Vom £85. 


CUMBRIA. WMMrthwoMe. MUI con 
rips 2-8. Wooddo 10m. pete wet- 
come. T3. 3 tafy comm. Weeh- 
andenweddy tots. (01229) 7I732& 


PRIVATEUr OWNED Bungatow oi 
Hawkahaad nr Ambtoaida. Photo's 
+ detsBe. 0161 7485140. 


SOUTH LAKES . Ardlttoets luxury 
cottage. Stpe A (0161) 7409875. 


UUS DtSTRKTT Specialist Choore 
Item 375 cottagaa. 01282 44S726 
(LIAIOG) 


London 



LONDON 


QOSDQQB 
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089 I- 87 - 10 - PLUS 


What's on tta Week 10 Getting to the Airports -.15 

Whit's on for Qvkken-.ll Accommodation Adw».l6 

Races to VivtbrCWdren.12 5undays in Lcxxfor 30 

Popular Attractions 13 River Trips 31 
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Wales 


A superb sefodion of quoSly 
choroder cottages m the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park. All properties Kirrish ad 
lo ihe highest standards. 

Phone now for Jo# cclouf brothure 

01 239-881 397 W 


PEMBROKESHIRE 

CQASTACOUNnr 
eonwEs 


Norfolk 


THE BLAKENEY HOTEL 
aa/rac ***MB! 

COMMENDED 
Blackeney, Norfolk 
Overlooking National Trust 
Harbour the perfect base 
from which to explore the 
unspoilt North Norfolk coast 
and countryside 
Midweek jnd Waiend Breaks 

Bmchnner OT263 740797 


WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA. s/c cottage 
sleepe *+1 + cot Dogs welcome. 
WoeMy teta/shon breaks. Tel: 
(01485) 516056. 


Northumbria 



Dbcorer the bon tape secret 
of dw North Eaa and en)oy z 
vraek or more, or oka i short 
brreh. am onpt MfyDe scenery 

and beautiful beaches. 


New fob 1996 

Relaxing Shout B*£MJ 


Ou Now ON 


01200 444070 


QUOTING RET NO DVU1 


NORTH UMBRIA'S Welcome Cor- 
ing**. Pots, linen, hid Inc. Many 
tore than E1S0 p/w Od-Aprti. Tot. 
01756 702217 
SUPERB COTTAGES . Northum- 
bria. YOiii Dafoe. Lukes. Paata. For 
brochure Tak (01244) 34570a 
SUPEHB COTTAGES. Northumbria. 
Ydrlui Data. Ldcoc. Peaks. Sykin 
Cottages (01244) 345700. 


The Peak District 


PEAK DISTRICT Wdcomo CM 
logos. Pets. Hnen. lud tocL Many 
less than CISC p/w OctApifl. Tot. 
01 756 702215 
■PEAK COTTAGES." Ouetity a/e 
occom. to OwbyaMre Dados & 
PSSta Broeh. 01 142620777 


Scotland 



ELF CATERING 


■CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 
Over 3.000 self-catering 
properties in all areas 
from luxury houses to 
, croft cottages. 
Write or phone 
for brochure: 



F idler IcL Sl 
E dinburgh EH2 2fR 
SCOTLAND’S ' WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Pots, felon, lust Inc. Many 
less than El 50 p/w Oa-Aptll 
Colour brochure. TbL 01756 
702213 

COTTAGES-HOUSES, over I BO In 
South Scotland. Full colour 
brochure. G M Thomson & Co 
(01556)504030 
PRETTY STONE COTTAGE In quiet 
Oumfralashlre conaorvation vIL 
lags. Stpe 6. La garden. STB 5 
Crowns. From CISOpw. 01848 
500228 


DISCOVER SCOTLAND. With 
choice ol over lOOdeUghttul cot- 
tages. Colour brochure. 01764 


UNSPOILT Ardnomu return. Spa- 
cious bungalow. Glorious 

lochs Ido position, boat. Tel: 

(D1 738) 813151. 


NR LOCH INVER, Sutherland. Coov 
tortabie house, sleeps B. TaL 
(01364)652246. 


ISLE OF MULL Totwimory. Luxury 
bungalow. Sips 6 Aval for hottday 
lets. E275pwJ3rodwre Td. (mass) 
302276. 


LISTED SEA FRONT House In Gal- 
towoy. Sips 8 to * rooms. 2 btch 
rms, open Srn, garden, dogs wel 
come. 01 704 541032. 


DRAW: PAINT WRITE Scottish 
Wad Coast Country House. Sup- 
port. challenge - sympathetic 
tuition. Beginners wetosme. 
Brochure: Creative Space. Lunge 
MWfS). Aidtan. Argyll, PA31 80R. 
Tel 01852 500526 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOMBE. Nr Battle. Brick 
wan Hotel Tudor Manor. 
WAnforiSprfoB brea ks Any 2 rights 
CS5 pp DB6B. 3rd nt accom tree, 
pay only £20 lor b/laat 6 (timer. 
Td (01434) 870253. 

LOVELY COTTAGE nr Arundel 
Chic hosier in country. Sips 2, 
swimming pool. Td. 101243) 
551238 



The beat In sdf-cataring 
500 0*137 cottages 
and farmhouses 
throagboit Wato* 


01686 625267 


Wakn BeEdays 0) 
Rewtmn, PonnSYlfiZQZl 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Lleyn 
peninsula sea-ride and country 
cottages, caravans to let Netyn 
Hofo. (P758) 720674. 


TENBY . Saunderafool & Pem- 
brokeshire. 400 Individual sell 
catering homes near beautiful 
beaches and coumryrida. Frank B 
Mason, Dept 19. Sl Julian St, 
Tenby. 01B3* 645000 (24hrt) 


BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 5/c 
cottages some steep to 30. Many 
less Ulan E2S0 pw high season 
01 074 676446 


GOWER. Mumbles. Swansea 120 
cottages, houses. Hate. Home 
tram Home 01792 3G0G24. 


WALES Spedaltats Choose tram 
over 500 cottages. 01282 *45726 
(LiAlDB) 


West Country 


WEST COUNTRY Wefooma Cot- 
tages. Pets, Bnan, fuel Inc. Many 
less than El 50 p /w Oa -Aprti. 
Brochure TW. 01758 702218 
COTTAGES A HOUSES li OW 1»N 
Whet Country: ever 400, vividly 
desotoed/mr rated: cofow. 

brochure. HefoM Hoidays. 
Coombe 73. Chag tard, De von- 
Tai3BDF.1bUnB47 433SW. 
WATERSIDE Moorland and Coaslri 
Locations. ETB Highly com- 
manded prepertfoe. Brochure and 

Video Irom Waat Country Cot- 
tages. 01 B28 333678 

NEAR BATH BRISTOL C171h Cen- 
tury farmhouse BAB, ElOpp/pn. 
TeL (0117) 937 2381 



porsci 


|^^hfre&DieDalffi| 



Holiday "V 

/ Coffages > 


Yortrinre Dates. Ynrt.Coait 
Moore. Peak A Lake DbtrM 
Over 200 super saB-criMtng 
cgnagas. Wita m phonalorour 
fuSylftabriad brochure. 

tr(01756) 700872 

v Holhtay Cooages Y«te«rt LKL 

HAWES, WENSLEVDAUE. 40 Coun- 
try Cottages. Pets wricoma. 
Breen. 01989 667 654 
YORKSHIRE DALES Watooma Cot- 
tages. Pets, linen, fuel Inc. Many 
less than E150 p/w Od-Aprti. TW. 
01758 702209 

SUPERB COTTAGES. YOrta Deteo. 
Northu mb ria. Lriraa. Perio. Syhaa 
Cottages (01 244) 345700. 

YORK UP TO 50* OFF. ALL tae«- 
ttea. Brochure. Hevrorth Owto 
Hotel 0190* 425168 W+ - 

GtGGLESWKK. Country hone*, an- 
suite. Cl 2 ppon. (01729) 
WALKING HOLS + BREAKS ■ 
N.Ybrte moors A coaat with gufoa. 
Transport support A B+B Irom 

El 7-50 pppn. 01947840200 

YORKSHIRE SpeclaWe CfoMJ 
Irom over 500 cottages Bisaz 
445726 (UA 109) 
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unique range 
of real holidays 
that are fully 
bonded, flexible and 
definitely original - 

book AITO! 
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motoring 


Are car alarms more trouble than theyte worth? 

iiavin Green gets locked in, immobilised and deafened by anti-theft devices 


The alarm’s blaring. 
Does anybody care? 


\1 


I mmobilisers and flash new alarms, 
Im told, arc the main reason whv 
fewer expensive cars go joy-riding 
£ese days. Maybe. But for evety 
miet that an alarm or immobiliser 
, ^ eters » T bet it inconveniences at least 
lUO owners, and many more innocent 
neighbours. 

In the last three months, Fve been 
stranded in front of a level crossing 
when the immobiliser decided to immo- 
bilise just as I wanted mobility; I’ve had 
an alarm squawk dementedly while I sat 
by looking as innocent and as much like 
the owneT of the car as possible (nobody 
took any notice: they never do when car 
alarms go off); and I’ve been locked out 
of my car by an over-eager alarm, with 
the keys inside. 

To make matters worse - or at least, 
more embarrassing - these faults 
occurred in the three priciest cars Fve 
had on test recently. I was immobilised 
in a £215,000 Bentley Azure; squawked 
at by a new £35,000 Mercedes E-class 
as I stood im potently nearby; and was 
locked out of a £47,000 Jaguar XJR. Of 
course, these cars all feature the latest 
and the most hi-tech alarm/immobilis- 
ers on the market. Thai’s the problem. 
On the other hand my wife’s four-year- 
old Renault Clio 1.2 RL which has nei- 
ther alarm nor immobiliser (the car is 
locked by the old fashioned method of 
inserting key in lock, which Fve always 
thought quite efficient) has given us 
faultless, squawk-free service. There's 
a'lesson there somewhere. 

The Bentley's immobiliser is terribly 
flash. Among its features is one which 
automatically prevents the engine being 
restarted within 30 seconds-or-so of it 
being switched off. What’s the point? 
Fm still not sure, but I think it has some- 
thing to do with preventing crooks 
from making off with your Azure while 
you’re paying the cashier at the petrol 
Nation (something you do rather a lot 
of in a 15mpg Bentley) should you have 
left the keys in the ignition. When the 
would-be thief jumps in and turns the 
key, nothing happens. 

Fine, in theoiy. But I was held in 
traffic in my corner of south-west 
London at a level crossing. To avoid 
asphyxiating locals, I switched off the 
engine. When I tried to switch the 
engine on again.. .nothing. By fiddling 
with the buttons on the remote control 
switch dangling from the end of the 
key, I managed first to switch on the 
alarm (lots of noise), then to immo- 
bilise the car again (lots of nothing). 



Alarm systems may put off the joy-riders, but they inconvenience many more people than they help 


then to lock the doors with me inside, 
and finally to reactivate the ignition, 
allowing me to restart the engine. By 
this stage the many people behind me 
who, when I was mobile in my osten- 
tatious Bentley, thought I was a prat, 
now thought I was a fool as well. To 
make matters worse, my inactive car 
was probably worth more than their 20 
cars collectively. The bloke behind me 
was driving an X-reg Escort, probably 
worth about £500. 1 suspect he will 
never again derive so much pleasure 
from using his horn. 

The Mercedes' alarm/iramobiliser 
was almost as perplexing. After 
unlocking the car with the remote con- 
trol, (unlock doors, deactivate alarm) 


you’d have to wait a good two or three 
seconds before actually opening a 
door - otherwise the alarm would 
screech. As with the Bentley, if you 
unlocked the car and waited a minute 
or so before starting the engine, you 
couldn’t - for the wretched immo- 
biliser had done its dirty deed. So you’d 
have to fiddle with the remote control 
buttons and eventually you’d crack the 
■ right combination and your three- 
pointed star would finally get mobile 
again. Aaaaarrh! 

The Jaguar XJR’s system is much sim- 
pler, and better, if for no other reason 
than you can turn the engine on and off 
without having to fiddle with buttons. 
Trouble is, for some reason the remote 


: '-.V 
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and; we ihave 

rnanaged to secure; q ncs of tbe very first Boxaers " 

- s :_ - • 

■ ’•"> A genuine Boxsteris 

■ a ,. , 

; visually smhrang’can' legendary-] 


THE INDEPENDENT/PORSCHE B0XSTER 
ENTRY FORM 


J Send your completed entry form, along with 5 
. i differently numbered tokens, to: 

I Tbe Independent/Porsche Boxster Prize Draw, 

I P 0 Box 250, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 ITU. 
[ Closing date is 23 February 1996. 
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control stopped working for me. I rang 
a Jaguar dealer who said, no problem, 
just use the key. It has a ‘‘transponder” 
which verifies that it indeed is the cor- 
rect key for that car, and will deactivate 
the alarm and the immobiliser. So I dis- 
pensed with the remote control. 

Later, I opened the car with the 
key, shut the driver’s door and tried 
opening the rear door to put my 
briefcase and coat on the back seat. 
The car had locked itself (with the 
keys in the ignition) when I shut the 
driver's door. Once again, the trusty 
Clio saw service, until 1 got hold of a 
set of spare keys. 

Familiarity with these wretched 
alarms and immobilisers may breed 
more content. Indeed Doug Wallace 
from Mercedes assures me that owners 
quickly get the hang of the things. “Our 
system is complicated and needs some 
familiarity. But an owner would quickly 
master it. We feel we have to do our 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 

most to protect our cars. That’s why we 
fit the most sophisticated alann/immo- 
biliser system available.” 

Alun Pany from BMW adds; “We fit 
immobilisers and alarms for the peace 
of mind of the owner, frequently 
because insurance companies demand 
them and sometimes offer discounts on 
premiums, and to deter thieves.” BMW, 
to be fair, offers one of the simpler 
engine immobilisers - as long as the cor- 
rect key is in the ignition, the car can 
be started. Mind you, the car in ray road 
whose alarm cries wolf most often at 
night is an L-reg. BMW 320i. 

I suppose if I owned a flash car worth 
a fortune I probably would specify an 
alarm and immobiliser. The prospect of 
my car being nicked would demand it 
(and so probably would my insurance 
company). But T d make sure that a nice 
uncomplicated little car. like ray wife's 
Clio, was on standby for when things 
went wrong. 


iat happens when an alarm 
| goes off in an unattended 
car? Concern from passers- 
by, perhaps; irritated complaints 
to the police if the noise persists 1 ? 
Last week I set out to test reac- 
tions. I chose three built-up 
locations, activated the siren, 
and retired to a safe distance to 
see if it proved to be an irritant, 
deterrent or anti-theft device. 

First stop was the car park at a 
major regional hospital. My B- ' 
registered VW Golf did its siren 
stuff, and I retired behind a bus 
shelter. An elderly couple park- 
ing their Honda gave the car a 
quick glance. It fascinated a tod- 
dler being unloaded from a 
nearby Austin Metro. Other 
parkers clearly wanted to find a 
spot as far away from my atten- 
tion-grabbing Golf as possible. 
There was no sign of the security 
company who were supposed to 
tour the area. No one seemed to 
make any attempt to report ray 
wailing car. I gave up before 
frost bite set in. If I detected any 
discernible pattern of behaviour 
it was that the over-40s and 
senior citizens would at least 
look in the general direction of 
the noise, while young adults 
were utterly indifferent. 

At lunchtime I found myself 
outside an East London Chinese 
restaurant. Parking on the pave- 
ment, I set the siren and popped 
inside for some food. After half 
an hour the Golf was still scream- 
ing, but it had provoked no 
noticeable interest from passers- 
by. The owner of the restaurant, 
however, started to look peev- 
ish, so 1 switched off the alarm. 

I moved on to a nearby resi- 
dential street It was tightly 
parked and bad Neighbourhood 
Watch stickers in the windows of 
most of the houses. This time I 
derided to stay in the car. posing 
as a potential car thief. I switched 
on the alarm and waited to see if 
1 would be surrounded by squad 
cars and hear a shout of 
“Freeze!". This was not New 
York, however - it was Mind 
Your Own Business suburbia. I 
think I spotted a few twitched 
curtains, but that was all. 

Finally, after a hand day dis- 
turbing the peace, 1 triggered the 
alarm in ray tiny hamlet: popula- 
tion three, phis sheep. The sheep 
took flight, of course, but within 
a minute a neighbour emerged to 
investigate where the racket was 
coming from. At least I had suc- 
ceeded in provoking one member 
of the otherwise indifferent 
British public into action. 

James Ruppert 
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Car Accessories 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 


ROOFBOXES 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 



RUB Chains Ud. - John Wilson Business Park 
Whitstabie, Kent CT5 3QT ■ Thanet Way • Unit 10-12 
Telephone (01227) 276611 -Facsimile (01227) 276586 


weissenfels 


Probably the world’s easiest 
fitting snow chains. 

DON’T GET 
CAUGHT OUT 
THIS WINTER 


Cars for Sale 


MS INTERNATIONAL 


.£8/50 


CALBRA8»B3)ta. 

avKLSKKjtti tsau 

BEETLE (71) ongwi S2273 

CSJCA (93) <*m E1M85 

LOTUS ESPWT TW» *oBw JCUUK 

POLO FOX (G) pay £2850 

HVLKUU GLS (U1 bti CT500 CAPWZDS(B4) 

JAGSOVAMo(91)Ui 0850 

PWBWEtffDJMua OlB5 

T1P0 (89) «t*> T8T Cl 500 


30Q2XTktaTurt»(901 E1UJBS 

7« Auto <30)0** E85W 


CARLTON GU(E} pat CT795 

ASTRA MERIT (87) £825 

RENAULT 9 (87) 61k Cl 500 

XA2(E| red £1550 


MAESTR0 13. (89) fsh 0795 

OTXMTD (82) 37k £0500 

4 Ml AMBASSADOR (80) (5300 

PEUGEOT 306 5(951 E12JO0 

ASTRA GSI 1£v(92) £0800 

205JUMOR(K) Iflk MS# 

240 GL (801 bk £3750 

MONTEGO LX (90) M* £2985 

SAPPHIRE LX (80) white £2500 

RANGE ROVER VB (79) £3100 

AX ECHO PUIS (94) £5595 

METRO n (88) tegs m#5 

ESCORT tt» (92) red 15200 

CAPRI SPORT (84)WB<J £800 

SERHATOtai M700 

METRO CLUBMAN (Gl £1400 

HONDO TD (94) 1ft £3»S 

ORION Q. (85) Mb n «° 

280E(B1)pas CTI* 

ESCORT POP (90) tsJl £2600 

SERRA 2J1 (S0) fsh «« 


£B50 

ESCORT VAN 14D (84) £1000 

GAPW MW ROVER W (80) — Cl 500 

ESCORT U (88) £1900 

£2500 


BEETLE 13028(71).. 

OflKM GiS (90) dkjys £2000 

ASTRA GTE (86) red £1400 

CORSASR1 (94) r«C £6800 

BX 19TGDEst(911 £3300 

RENAULT 11 GTL(p) £750 

ASTRA Sffl 107] £2000 

CORTINA Est(X) £700 


..£3500 


HESTA Dteul (03) 

METRO GS (91) aS»_ 

ESCORT 1 .3 L(A|tsh £950 

MSSAH STANZA (Y1 £750 

TRANSIT CREWBUS (89) £3500 

SERRA XR 4X4 (90) W500 

309 61. (87) wMe „JT1(J0 

GOLF GT1 (80) alloys £3150 

ROVER 216(D) gold £900 

RGV N nxM RG) £2300 

APRRlAAH(91)red £1200 

AIRX Coups (84) TST £1100 

ALFA RMEO (82) red — £500 


0114 256 0738 

Cars available nationwide at Private prices 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

13 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PR6 ONE 


40AM 7.80 
AM 69 UM 

SftS 

949 AUB 9% 

ssl 

:&s 

728 Bl! S5S 
BUWH8L«0 
BMW 442 1450 

S8!i*| 

■1U" 

7922 CD 1235 
AI1CH. 485 
B4CHB 1,345 
(OHS) 


BA 71 
944 DBC 
6 


1,250 
IDEB 1£D 
DEBB 1000 
9S7DJB 1,850 
793 0HR 950 
80 WM 2660 
DSB565 1/CO 
DS8838 1,00 
9WECT 880 

OEM 


SIP w> 

88OT I^SD 
ESS 74 1J50 
KP> 950 
pcai na» 

J4FCA 985 
(JAFCAI 
235 

ram Lino 

Fffl.71 1JE5D 
SIFW 1,186 
25 FH 3^450 
RJ 22JOO 
FOX 900V 790 


«mv Affix 
84fS 3,250 


GXSI 3LS00 
mttrtWB- 
HAE3S7 1,185 
H4N0N 875 

,n 

HGI mm 
HRBB 339) 
HSU6&E 650 
iJDG WffiX 
JDW360 U650 
T42JGT 985 
177 JH 3500 
JK7B0 1950 
B43JKP 990 
4242 JN 1.450 
5HJN POA 
JFK4B USD 


975 



RCB4 

neve 


1.145 
. !M 
'8 USB 
IRC VH) 
REG944X 850 
984 RH 1950 
W7IW 1X0 
saSFBtl 950 
983 RK 1*0 
RAG550 376 
RTE30 945 

SSEH 2880 
1450 


UVD 1850 
VCX 38 L450 
MCORVKfl) 
WJ5484 1,135 
74 WW 1260 
2527 WW 1360 
XVLI 120 
S57VKJ 495 


PHONC 01257 402305 PHONE MOST ARE PLUS V.A.T 
FAX 01257 474745 FAX ALL ARC PLUS TRANSFER 


Driving Schools . 


RT Intensive 
I '^Driving Courses^ I 
FtosMmtlal Driving School 
Before the written test 
leam to drive in North 
Wales. One or two week 
course with test and 
accommodation arranged.! 
For details phone: 

01407711391 


SAAB 


SAAB IN WARWICKSHIRE, attar 
the full nnjp Of flaw Saab® gad 
undoubtedly the larg«H 
ol superior used Santas in (tie Md- 
l&ntte. time Gangs tel: (OCSfi) 
423221. 


To advertise in this 
section please call 
0171 293 2333. 
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gardening / country 


Now is the 


time to prepare 


that great 


summer lunch 


The best vegetables are home-pwn. 

Anna Pavord suggests where to get lettuce, 
leek, bean and tomato plants and seeds 



Lettuce is an easy crop, if you can get on top of marauding mot! uses 


Photograph: David Lotos 


Ian Chapman has writtea 
from High town in Liverpool 


A asking me to suggest “tasty 
varieties’' of vegetables that 
he can grow in his garden, and 
to give sources of seed. Now 
there's a man who has got his prior- 
ities right. However hard you slave 
over Delia and a hot stove you can’t 
expect good results unless you use 
decent ingredients. Supermarket veg- 
etables look glassily perfect but for 
taste rd set home-grown against 
them any time. There’s not the com- 
mercial imperative to turn crops 
round quickly in your own garden. 
You can give vegetables the time they 
need to develop flavour and you can 
pick them just before you want to eat 
them. With some crops, such as 
asparagus and sweetcom, that mat- 
ters . Both of them deteriorate in taste 
from the second you cut them. Above 
all, if you grow your own, you can feel 
secure in the wholesomeness of what 
you put in your mouth. 

Vegetable growing needs space and 
if you have a small . garden, you may 
feel that flowers should rule. But 
there maybe a spare allotment within 
reach that you could use. Or you could 
throw overboard your preconceived 
ideas about the “proper” place of veg- 
etables and grow leeks among the 
petunias, lettuces among the 
marigolds. Both are superb foliage 

E l ants, especially if you seek out the 
ek ‘Bleu de Solaise' (also called ‘St 
Victor) which has a rich purplish-blue 
sheen on its leaves. As you would 
expect of an old French variety, it also 
tastes superb. 

If you are clever, you organise your 
leeks so that you get a steady supply 


maturing from aut umn right the way 
through to late spring. Leeks are my 
favourite winter vegetable and leek 
tart with bacon, my favourite quick 
supper. For very early crops, you 
need to sow seed under cover round 
about now. I wait to sow seed outside 
in a drill in March or ApriL depend- 
ing on the weather. Last year I sowed 
Autumn Giant' (Thompson & Mor- 
gan, £1.49) on 25 March. Seed gen- 
erally germinates within three weeks. 

Different varieties mature at dif- 
ferent times. To use before Christmas, 
you need a type such as Autumn 
Giant', following on with the old 
favourite 'Musselburgh' or 'Giant 
Winter’ which will stand in good con- 
dition to the end of April. 

If you don't want to fiddle with 
seedlings, the n order young plants 
(Marshalls have ‘Autumn Mammoth' 
and ‘Giant Winter’ on offer) which 
will be sent out at the beginning of 
summer. Ail you have to do then is 
to*poke a row of deep holes about 
nine inches apart and drop a baby 
leek into each hole. Slosh water into 
each hole, so that soil is washed over 
the roots of the little leeks. Don’t 
worry if their heads scarcely peer over 
the parapet: the deeper they are 
planted, the more long, white stem 
you will have to eat They are sim- 
plicity to grow and miraculously free 
of pests. If you leave any in the 
ground, they produce tall flower 
heads, round greyish-lilac balls which 
dry beautifully. 

Lettuce is another easy crop - if 
you can keep oo top of slugs and 
snails. Taste is difficult to gauge 
here, because lettuce seems to be 
more about texture than taste. But 


the best flavoured ones I have grown 
are ‘Tiger’ (Marshalls, £1.56), a 
crisp iceberg type, with a flush of red 
on the outer leaves; Tom Thumb’ 
(Mr Fothergfll, 69p), a very popular, 
small butterhead lettuce; and the 
unparalleled cos TJttle Gem’ (Sut- 
tons, S5p). Whatever other lettuces 
I grow, I always have ‘Little Gem’ on 
the go. Last year I tried three new let- 
tuces including ‘Everest’ (Johnsons, 
95p), one of the useful race of loose- 
leaf lettuces, which you can keep 
going back to, gathering a few leaves 
at a time. ‘Everest* has handsome 
foliage the shape of oak leaves. Sow 
at intervals from April to July and 
crop it from June to October. 

As ‘Little Gem’ acts as a kind of 
benchmark among lettuces, so ‘Red 
Alert' does among tomatoes. I first 
grew this outdoor bush tomato four 
years ago, sowing the seed towards the 
end of March, pricking out the 
seedlings into individual three-inch 
pots, then setting out the plants after 
the end of May. You don’t need to 
stake these types, nor pinch out the 
side-shoots. They just sprawl on the 
ground, fruiting fit to bust 

The fruits are small , like those of 
‘Gardener's Delight’, not much more 
than an inch across, but incredibly 
sweet and tangy. A teetering balance 
between sweetness and sharpness is 
the key to taste in tomatoes and you 
don’t get the sweetness without a 
decent summer. Nobody though 
could complain about last year's per- 
formance. 

‘Alicante’ (Thompson Jt Morgan, 
99p) is well-flavoured, too, and grows 
outside as happily as it does in a 
greenhouse. You need to stake it 


though and pinch out the side-shoots. 
It is resistant to greenback and it fruits 
quite early. Dario’ (Marshalls, £1.77), 
which I grew last year for the first 
time, fruited relatively late but for- 
tunately it was a season when this 
didn’t matter. These were BIG fruit. 


at least a quarter of a pound each, 
ilfii 


meaty, brilliant for cooking or fresh 
salads, thin skinned and well 
flavoured. Flavour in tomatoes 
depends a great deal on weather 
though. And watering. Mine get no 
water after they have settled in. I 
think that enhances the flavour and 
they don't wilt, though they would, of 
course, if grown waterless in a Gro- 
bag. ‘Dario’ is supposed to be grown 
as a bush, but I trained mine up sup- 
ports, to keep them away from slugs. 
Although I took out the side-shoots, 
it still fruited heavily. 

Choosing seeds for this year's crops 
is complicated by the fact that two 
new seed catalogues have come into 
my life, as different from each other 
as could be. Seeds by Size is hand- 
typed (then reduced to ant-sized 
print) on paper that looks as though 
it has been recycled not once but 
every week. It is a fantastic list (24 dif- 
ferent leeks, 21 courgettes, 76 pump- 
kins and squashes, 30 sorts of sweet- 
com) put together by John Robert 
Size. TTie seed is sold in any quantity 
you want, from half a gram up to a 
kilo. If you can’t cope with his ready 
reckoner (I can’t) he offers the easy- 
order option of £1 packets of anything 
you want. For ‘Monstruso di 
Care n tan' leeks, for ‘Paris Silver Skin’ 
onions, for ‘Rous Lench’ sprouts, 
this is your man. 

The other catalogue is twice the 


size - in acreage not varieties offered 
- is in full, glossy colour and has been 
stretching my A-Ievc! French. This is 
the 180-page monster from Grain es 
Baumaux which, as well as a ravish- 
ing selection of flowers, offers a sen- ■ 
ous challenge to gourmets. The 
French beans alone cover seven pages. 
WelL. they would, wouldn’t they? 

Hie French take the insides of 
French beans much more seriously 
than we do and this catalogue offers 
a magnificent range of haricots to 
shell: pale-green flageolet from ‘Sois- 
sons Vert’, brilliantly enamelled 
beads from ‘Cerise du Japon’, pink 
haricots streaked with crimson in 
‘Coco Rouge de Prague’. The pods 
of this last one are as extraordinary 
as the beans, cream, marbled all over 
with red. I have to try them, even if 
experience teaches me, as I think it 
might, that our summers are not usu- 
ally hot enough or long enough to 
bring off good crops of shelled beans. 
But even if they don’t ripen fully, they 
will have been a delight to the eye 
meanwhile. 


Seeds from Graines Baumaux, 
BP100, 54062 Nancy, France; 
Seeds by Size, 45 Croucbfield, 
Boxmoor, Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP1 1PA (please send 
s.a.e.); S E Marshall & Co, 
Wisbech, Cambs PE13 2RF; 
Thompson & Morgan, Ftoplar 
Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 3BU; 
Mr FotheigM's Seeds, Gazeley 
Rd, Kentford, Newmarket, Suffolk 
C88 7QB; Suttons Seeds, Hele 
Rd, Torquay, Devon TQ2 7QJ; 
Johnsons, London Rd, Boston. 
Lines PE21 6BR. 


Snowdrops: two weeks late but worth the wait. 


ByAnnaMcKane 


T he open season for looking round 
other people’s gardens traditionally 
begins at Easter, but with the recent 
surge in interest in snowdrops, more gar- 
de ns are having openings this month. 

For many gardeners, the only one they 
know is the common snowdrop, Gaian- 
thus fih alis. In fact there are around 200 
different named cultivars, varying in 
height, time of flowering, leaf colour and 
shape, size of flower, and marking. Some 
have green splashes on the inner petals, 
others have a creamy appearance. Some 
are slightly scented, of honey or almond. 

Growers say snowdrops are two weeks 
late this year, probably because of last 
year's drought, but as most big collections 
have different varieties, there should be 
plenty to see. 


Where to see snowdrops: 

Gardens are open in the afternoon, unless 
stated. 


Cambridgeshire: Anglesey Abbey, Lode 
(01223 811200). Guided walks on a 
100-acre National Trust garden. Open 10- 
11,17-18, 24-25 Feb. 

Dorset Kingston Lacy, Wimbome Minster 
(01202 883402). Call for dates. 
Gloucestershire: Cinderdine Cottage, 

Dymock. 120 named varieties. Open 8, 
13, 15, 18, 20, 22 Feb. 

Michinhampton Gardens, near Stroud. 
Open Sunday 18 Feb from 11am. 
Hampshire: Brandy Mount House, 

Alresford (01962 732189). More than 
100 named cultivars, plus aconites and 
daphnes. 7,10 and 11 Feb, from 11am.' 


Hereford and Worcester: Dial Park, 
Chaddesley Corbett. Open 22 Feb. 

Kent Good redone Park, Wingham, near 
Canterbury, Open 11 Feb. 

Lincolnshire: Three gardens a few miles 
north of Bourne are open on 17,18 Feb: 
Westcome, 25 High St. Rippingale; Manor 
Farm, feisty; 21 Chapel St, Hacconty 
Belton House (01476 66116), which 
featured in TV’s Pride & Prejudice, is 
opening on 11 Feb, ll-3pm. 
Nottinghamshire: Hodsock Priory, Blyth. 
The big one for anyone in the Midlands. 
They had 12,500 visitors last year. The 
snowdrops have been divided for 30 years 
to produce huge drifts. 

Shropshire: Erway Farm House, three 
miles north of EHesemere. Ore-acre garden 
with 60 varieties. Open 25 Feb. 



Open 18, 25 Feb, 3 March. 

Wales: Chirk Castle, Clwyd. Snowdrop 
openings on 3, 4, 10, 11 Feb. 

Northern Ireland; Rowallane Garden, 
Ballynahinch, County Down (01238 
510131). Open weekdays in Feb and 
March. 

The National Trust has a list of snowdrop 
openings. Send an s.a.e. to: Membership 
Dept, PO Box 39, Bromley, Kent BR1 3XL 


Sumy: Wisley Garden, near Woking. The 
Royal Horticultural Society’s showpiece 
garden has some 120 snowdrop cultivars. 
Open every day, members only on Sundays. 
Wiltshire: Lacock Abbey Gardens (01249 
730227). Twelve-acre National Trust 
garden with a big display of snowdrops 
and alpine crocus in a woodland setting. 


Snowdrops bulbs are available from: 

Avon bulbs, near South Petherton, 
Somerset (01460 242177). 

Broadleigh Gardens, near Taunton, 
Somerset (01823 286231). Plants can be 
ordered. 

RHS Sho*. Vincent Square, London on 
20, 21 Feb. Snowdrops on view and sale. 


W ill visitors to Wisley, the 
Royal Horticultural 
Society’s garden in Surrey, 
be treated to the sight of 
august members of the 
society, like the young tree 
lovers of Newbury, lashing 
themselves to the larches 
and taking up residence in 
the boughs of the 
metasequoias in Wisley’s 
pinetum? The society is 
pressing ahead with plans 
to build a massive multi- 
million-pound complex at 
Wisley. a centre for science 
and education, which will 
include a large library and 
an exhibition hall. 

Elizabeth Greaves of 
Ealing thinks that trees are 
more important than 
bricks and mortar and has 
tabled a resolution for the 
society’s AGM that no 
building should take place 
in the pinetum. The RHS 
argues that its computer- 
generated plan, published 



CUTTINGS 


in its members’ journal, 
shows the buildings 
sympathetically placed on 
the site. 

Mrs Greaves replies 
that if the society had 
printed the actual plans 
of the buildings rather 
than the computer-aided 
view, members might have 
been able to see rather 
more clearly that the 
library will account for 
the felling of 13 trees, 
and the rest of the 
project another 18. 
Members will vote on the 
resolution at the AGM 
on 20 Fcbruajy. 


Christmas competition results 


I n the first month of this 
year, a disabled duck in 
Norfolk was fitted with an 
artificial leg, the RSPCA 
rescued a stag caught up a 
tree after getting entangled 
in a child’s swing, a football 
match had to be abandoned 
after a player was knocked 
out by a falling crossbar, a 
man In Somerset put his 
house on the market 
because he couldn’t stand 
the noise of the seals 
barking in the wildlife park 
next door, scientists said 
that today's crows are as 
intelligent as Stone Age 
humans, and a well-dressed 
artificial leg was found In 
the Isle of Wight- 
All of which may help to 
explain why none of our 
readers found the correct 
answer to our Christmas 
“rural cowpai” competition 


to identify the one strange 
but false story among the 
strange but trues. 

Many entrants thought 
that a northern university 
could not possibly be 
offering a degree course in 
Yorkshire Studies; almost 
as many could not believe 
that a gypsy had cultivated 
a square tomato: several 
were convinced that 
sexually over-active rabbits 
could not possibly set off a 
burglar alarm. Implausible 
perhaps, but all those 
stories came with the full 
authority of rural reporting 
behind them. Wc diet 
however, make up the one 
about morris dancers 
adversely affecting supplies 
of goat's milk. Very 
implausible, morris dancers. 


William Hartston 
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lention badgers to any dairy farmer in 
our area, and his eyeballs start to 
[rotate. Never mind what vets or 
scientists may teU him: he is certain that 
badgers transmit tuberculosis (TB) to his 
cows. He is also sure that the animals are 
on the increase, and he feels that the law 
should be changed so that they can be 
managed - culled — like other species. At 
the moment badgers are so folly protected 
by die 1992 Act that any attempt to control 
them, without a special licence, is an 
offence. 

It was oo surprise, therefore, that more 
than 60 people - mainly farmers - turned 
out for a badger conference at the Royal 
Agricultural College, Cirencester, on 
Monday evening. The chief speaker was 
Hugh Oliver-Bellasis, who farms in 
Hampshire and last year chaired a 
National Farmers’ Union working group to 
produce the report "Badgers: their Effect 
on Agriculture and the Cou^^yside.’ , 9 -. 

His aim, he said on Monday, was that 
the subject should be discussed in adult 
fashion, without emotion; and the burden 
of the meeting, as of his paper, was to 
highlig ht the need for better information. 
There is not even any agreement about the 
size of the badger population. A total of ■ 
250,000 for England. Whies and Scotland is 
bandied about, but many people consider 
the figure an under-estimate. In particular, 
it is thought that in favourable areas, such 
as the Cotswold escarpment, local popu- 
lations have rocketed to record levels. 

My own experience confirms how hard it 
is to assess numbers. At the far end of our 
fields there is a sett just inside the wood, 
and every morning J find prodigious fresh 
excavations, yet hardly ever do I see a 
badger in that area. How many are living 
on our doorstep? Five? Fifteen? Twenty? 

No one disputes the fact that badgers 
suffer from bovine tuberculosis, and the 
fear now is that because of overcrowding, 
the disease may threaten the species itself 
The great debate centres on how badgers 
transmit TB to cows, or vice-versa. . 

For years the Ministry of Agriculture 
(MAFF) has been conducting experiments 
in a wooded valley barely three miles from 
my home. Hundreds of thousands of- 
pounds have been spent fitting badgers 
with radio transmitters, tracking them, and 
feeding them coloured polystyrene chips 
along with their favourite peanuts (the t- 
chips come through in droppings), so that 
their patterns of activity can be analysed. 
Many of the study-subjects have beep * jg.. 
repeatedly caught in cage-traps, tested for” 
TB, found positive, and then let gq again. " 
Yet this intensive research has yielded no 
answer to the question: scientists still 
cannot decide whether T3 is transmitted in 
faeces and urine taken in when cattle ' 
graze, or through the air, by breath, fa . 
Britain the first theory holds sway at the ‘ 
moment; in Ireland, where much work has 
also been done, they favour the second//' ” 
Meanwhile, fanners dread thatroutme 
tests on their cattle will reveal that TB^ 
has crept in. Whenever a cow reacts to a 
test, it is sent for slaughter, and 
compensation is paid. If infected badgers 
are trapped on the farm, they are put. 
down, except for lactating sows, which are 
spared. In this way the disease is kept 
under control in dairy herds - but the 
idea that TB hangs around the farm, told 
may strike at any moment, is extremely 
disturbing. 

Further argument rages round the 
question of whether anything is achieved 
liy culling badgers in areas with severe - 
infestations. For years MAFF pursued a • 
policy of local wipe -outs, without apparent 
effect. Yet two recent experiments - one at 
Thombuiy, near Bristol, and one in Co. 
Offally, Eire - have shown that if badgers 
are completely removed from an area, TB 
can be eliminated from cattle. 

Nobody likes the idea of killing an 
animal so handsome, so clean in its habits, 
so discreet and well-organised in its 
behaviour. A far better alternative would 
be to develop a vaccine which would m; 
badgers immune to TB. This, if it is ever 
achieved, will take years; in the meantime 
the NFU is urging the Ministry to increase 
research on an international scale, to pul 
down all badgers found to be infected, and 
to abandon the ludicrously secretive 
attitude about its own activities which it has 
maintained in the past 
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Ffople who live in glass houses 
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lie Butts transformed a derelict palm house 
into an ideal home. By Anne Spackman 


A S a teenager cultivating her small 
patch at boarding school, Jenny 
Butt always dreamt of having a 
walled garden. At the time she 

probably imagined it as part of a 

traditional country house. In- 
stead, a walled garden is what she and her 
husband have ended up living inside. 

The outstanding period feature of 
their garden home is not a fireplace or 
cornice, but a spectacular 30ft high 
palm house, flanked on either side by 
long, low vine houses. Their main living 
quarters have been carved out of an 
assortment of outhouses and potting- 
sheds which run for 140 feet behind the 
great glass faqade. 

Twenty years ago, the buildings were 
derelict remains tying in gardens that had 
been ploughed over in the war. They 
belonged to a nurseryman, who could not 
afford the £250 demanded by a scrap 
metal merchant to pull the place down. 
Instead he put the cast-iron wreck, an 
assortment of potting sheds and coal 
bunkers, and the walled garden in which 
they stood up for sale. “A most unusual 
country property,” the advert said. When 
Loren and Jenny Butt saw the ad they 
were Irving in an Edwardian house in Har- 
penden, Hertfordshire. "We had no plans 
to move,” says Loren, “'but we came whiz- 
zing down the next day, looked at it and 
decided to buy it. It had to be saved.” 
Few people would have agreed. The 
dock leaves in the garden grew six feet 
high, the beds and paths had long since 
disappeared and barely a pane of glass 
remained in the palm bouse. To Jenny 
and Loren the place was ideal. Their 
teenage children thought they were mad. 

Loren Butt was working as an engi- 
neer with Norman Foster s architectural 
practice. Modem buildings were his 
work and his hobby. 7b him the palm 
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house at Sherfield in Hampshire repre- 
sented a fascinating moment in archi- 
tectural history. 

Jenny's focus was on the gardens. As 
a trained horticulturalist with a passion 
for growing plants she relished the 
opportunely to get the kitchen garden 
back into working order. Their photo 
albums of the past 20 yearn chronicle the 
transformation from wreck to listed 
building alongside the regular family 
snapshots. Papers and documents chron- 
icle the earlier history of their home. 

The palm house was built in 1S9S by 
the Messenger Company for a Hamp- 
shire diamond merchant called John 
Taylor. The company's client list reads 
like an abridged version of Debretts. It 
seems that in the Victorian era of Crys- 
tal Palace and grand winter gardens any- 
one who was anyone had a glass house. 

John Thylor was no exception. He 
decided to move the central vine house 
in his kitchen garden and replace it with 
a grand palm house. The finished arti- 
cle featured in Gardeners' Chronicle in 
1903 in much the same way as a smart 
conservatory might feature in an issue 
of House and Garden. The palm house 
was heated and ventilated to keep a con- 
stant temperature of around 25C and 80 
per cent humidity suitable for the exotic 
flora that were starting to appear in Eng- 
land. The back was a living wall of moss, 
planted with orchids and ferns. Around 
the edges and in the centre, huge palms 
were displayed on iron benches making 
it a place to walk around and admire, 
rather than a room to sit in. 

Now the palm house has a distinctly 
Mediterranean feel with olive, fig and 
mimosa inside and heavy dumps of rose- 
mary and lavender outside. Jenny Butt 
chose the plants as much for their scent 
as their looks. The iron castings which 




No rest for the palm-house dwellers: Jenny and Loren Butt at work 


set off the Heath Robinson method of 
opening and closing the windows still 
operate smoothly. Loren Bun shows 
them off like a proud parent. 

The vast lawns of the garden have sev- 
eral beds of vegetables and fruits - 
peaches, pears, plums, damsons, logan- 
berries, blackberries, tnedler, quince - 
Jenny has tried the lot. It was four years 
before she planted her first border. 
Now one runs the entire length of the 
listed wall behind the house, dominated 
by Large shrubs such as choisya, buddleia 
and pampas grasses. The workload is too 
heavy now for Jenny, which is why they 
are selling up and moving on. 

The regular living quarters were very 
much Loren Butt's work. In the large 
bothy that once housed the gardeners he 
created a kitchen, dining area and living- 
room. From there a long corridor leads 
down to the main bedroom, with two 


small bedrooms, two bathrooms, a large 
office, laundry and larder in between. 
This is their winter quarters and the glass 
houses are for summer. 

The palm house has been the setting 
for a wedding; a baptism and numerous 
parties which converted the Butts* 
teenage sons to its merits. Friends who 
knew them in more conventional times 
have been astonished that such a place 
could exist. Loren's old colleague 
Norman Foster has dropped by a few 
times, most memorably in his helicop- 
ter. “He was on his way to Wiltshire and 
offered to drop me off,” Loren recalls. 
“Yes,” says Jenny, “he landed on the 
lawn and blew the runner beans down.” 

The Walled Garden, Sherfield on 
Loddon, is for sale through 
John D Wood in Winchester 
(01962 863131) lor £280,000. 


Photograph: Jane Baker 

At one with your garden ... 

Two more homes created from gardeners’ 
bothies are for sale in Surrey. The 
Gardens, Capel, started life as a bothy at 
Grenehurst Park: the old wall of the 
kitchen garden is now the flat front of this 
two-storey, five-bedroom, house. The two- 
acre garden Includes a Victorian apple 
walk, cherry, fig, pear and plum trees. 
Browns at Cranleigh (01483 267070) is 
asking £300,000. 

The Round House, Park Hatch, 
Hascombe was also once a gardener's 
bothy. It now has a round tower and two 
win^. The walled gardens, which once 
supplied the Park Hatch estate with fruit 
and flowers, have continued to provide a 
living, with more recent customers 
including Kensington Palace. Browns in 
Cranleigh is asking £425,000 for the four- 
bedroom property. 


property • residential 


l/ingcombe House is for 
I Vconnoisseurs of furniture 
and gardens, being the joint 
brainchild of the designer 
Sir Cordon Russell and the 
landscape gardener Sir 
Geoffrey JeUicoe. Built of 
Cotswold stone in 1924, the 
house overlooks the market 
town of Chipping Campden. 
It has five reception rooms, 
six bedrooms and 
bathrooms and four dressing 
rooms. The garden also 
features a series of “rooms” 
including the Cherry 
Orchard, the Fink Garden, 
the Victorian Garden and a 
series of troughs cascading 
into a moaL Savills in 
Banbury (01295 263535) is 
asking £750,000. 

For What It’s Worth 

T he number of estate agents 
reporting falling house 
prices has halved in the last 
six months. In July 1995 one 
third of agents in the mon- 
thly survey by the Royal 
Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors said prices were 
going down. Now the figure 
has shrunk to one in six. A 
similar number of agents 
saw increases in business in 
the normally dark days of 
November and December, 
while 35 per cent said 
business had dropped off. 
There are sporadic outbursts 
of optimism but the majority 
of agents report that 
business is quiet and that 
buyers will look at nothing 
even marginally over-priced. 


Fax: 0171 293 2505 
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New Homes 


New Homes 





Umbria/Tuscan 

border 

SpleiuliJMiiy l&Di century 
PoUadunstyle rifb in fw acres 
01 perk, within waDdng Mdxtnce of 
beautifully pre served owhrva I 
hJItouTt. Mere than IOjXXhq.tf of 
floor space wtlh ipaiimis rooms, 
foa m s etc Swimming pool end 
ierudi court. Ideal as magnificent 
residence or smell hoieL 
(subject lo permission) 
SokAgmt: 

Brian A French & Associates Ltd 
(EsI. 19721 

Tel: 0171 284 0114 
Fax: 0171 485 4852 


London Property 

CLERKENWELL 
8 NORTHBURGH STREET, EC1 


ITALY 


tapes* So techcin at ptopefflw to 
Northern ttedy. Houses, opts. 
vtfJas. Sea. lake or country 
location. Full pofestexicf service. 

For FREE broctxne phono; 
CASA TCAVB1A 
Tel: 01322 660988 
toe 01322667206 
umeuai owe ____ 


Retirement Homes 


COUNTRY HOUSE ASSOCIATION 
has apartments svsBsbls lor 
retired people. For Information 
wrtte to C.HLA Freepost London 
WC2BB8H 



A selection of large 2 bedroom apartments 
converted from this superb Clerkenwell 
warehouse, with large living areas, fully 
fined and equipped kitchens and natural 
wood floors. Marble entrance hall, video 
entry phone, lift. 

Prices from £165,000 - £200,000 
4 Reserved 9 remaining 
SHOW FLATS AVAILABLE 


-Hamptons- 


TeL 0171 226 4688 Tel: 0171 251 9226 


Overseas Property 


BUYING ABROAD? 

Over 40 top Agents and Developers will be displaying their 
properties from around the World, including Europe, 
the Mediterranean and the U.S.A.. at: 

The Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, London W1 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, February 16, 17, 18, 1996 
Friday 1200-1800 Sst/Sim 1030-1700 

THE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Admission is free PROPERTY SHOW Te * : 01483 455254 


London Property 

BURRELLS WHARF 

Riverside Development 8 one bed 
aparatments from 

£67,500 

Reserved Car Parking 
Leisure Complex 
Tel: Sales Office: 0171 537 3820 


FULHAM SW6- 
BISHOPS PARK 

la Boor fa in MmWetached 
house. Reception mom, fined 
Ukfan. separate (fining room. 
2 Ate bed. bathnn. doekrm. 
Siaied 50‘ south facing ^iden. 
Good decorative order. Otter St 
£140.000 

TeL 0171 381 4341 


BAJWE9 VILLAOE SW13 Big BflM 
bwutifa 3 bed flat £130k. Tut 
0181 H7BB440. 


LOFTS 

3 x 1,500 sq ft 

North Finsbury 
Square 
£100 / sq ft 

STIRLING 

ACKROYD 

0171 729 7763 

Fax: 0171 720 5468 





To advertise in this section 
please contact the 
Property Team 
on 0171 293 2343/2302. 


Six-bed GRADE II Timber 
Framed House in central joegfrm 
m popular market town. Farther 
Oceania ind POST 
OFFICE-GENERAL STORES, 
two kit, bkft* na, two baths, 
courtyard, wortobop, gge. 

£125,000 


H 


Sell your home for as little INDEPENDENT 

as £50 per advertisement . . . „ on Sunday 

' Saving Up To 70 % On Our Normal Advertising Rates* • . •. v 

Advertise your property in the nr Leicester The Cost 

Independent cm Sunday’s .ward 2£££5£2*H5! 

winning Sunday Review magazine. |^9fl=£iM 
The advertisement appears in the 

module format shown here, with 2 x Adm,isemnts ™L £I * 

j i (£ou each 

40 words of copy complemented 

by a full colour photograph of ^ * Sunday Advertisements costJHL 


The more Sunday advertisements you 
book, the cheaper the cost per insert. 

1 x Sunday Advertisement costs £70 

2 x Sunday Advertisements cost £120 

(£60 each) 

3 x Sunday Advertisements cost £150 

(£50 each) 

•Nonna] Property advertiaiu rales: i advertisement £162 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 

mnhfeto W * “W ™*- 

phono (01 81) 0471 B3*. 

DOROORGNE Newly renoutfod 
fanhoue sloop* 10 to ia laiga 
garden and pod, aufabto July 
and August TOULOUSE In 
EGMET compiately rehnfatshad, 
dmpg 4 to6. Ibb DTS2S 310292 or 
00 38 6323 ram Pax 00 33 53Z7 
3813. 


PROVENCE Charming «Oaga 
hnuse from drt otewdh ewnury 
i m ItonarPaa, 4 rooms, kitchen. 
Shamv room, WC & basoment 
«(th 3 room*. Nd renovatad. TSr- 
ra» wHh a tardy dew. FRF 
046000. Td StedldB +48 8 
6646571. 

CEOIMDS 1 BAU24M0 8* PRIVATE 
MORTGAGE 111 MAC 3 bedroom 
hecna In the south Of Franca Jusi 
6S mkia Had. Rantd tee ESOO0 PA 
vtateng a must Fax name and 
address to Ur Honante (or ddale 
0 083 86 48 728 8 


your home. I DayiomgggMsj | •Nonna! Property advertising rales: i advertisement £162 

F3I in this coupon and send payment with a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to: 

Property Team, Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5BL 

Offer ivaifebk to private advertisers only. Demfliw for rtctipl of copy is th- Tuesday 12 days prior lo Sunday pubfcauoo. Commercial advmisiiig package avaikhfc on reqneaL 

name ......... .... Telephone (daytime) 

ADDRESS 

I require lQ 2[J 3 Qitkk appropriate b«i Sunday Advertismentfs) at a total cost of £. 

Pl ea se esdose a cheque for this amount made payable to 'Independent* or alternatively fill in yonr Visa/ Access/ Amex/Draers Club details: 
CREDIT CARD NO I M I I I I I II I I I I I II I I EXPIRY DATE -SIGNATURE - 

For advice or more information call 'The Property Team* on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 
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going out 


&NEMA 




s^ai^if^r^hunls: 

a fjwf (tie Niro) {kit unifer the mercscape 

n and statyiu fed tfe fltiB&4iottffunn^ Sme could 
!: have used ‘another fciklA film .to Vral kwrin. 
t Wfthnrf & l On teK^aniwef&ry, Bruce Rcta'n- 
\sorfs nasty comedy ggts 3 deserved 

• .re^elease.The prtfissertttal tnife6Mt»]&Ql 
mowe with- Rldard ~E Grant and Paul McGinn 
- Tabw/^despsir fesnevef seamed, so ftinojc : 

: I3*y8 in a BkfettreSs Dovw^-^ private eye 
J3ei^*Yfeshmgtan e hired to. find armissFrig 
woman but becomes embroiled lii a Spaghetfi 
"Jlipptfonqf betrayal,; deceit and duplicity; ; 

'■■■': ■ ' v . RyanKbey 


TT» Changng Rowri janes: Macdonald, one . 
tttiKladependehts Faces (3 ‘96, directe David ' 
Stray’s 1970 smash, the lastin the immensely 
M CBd U sBasoB of Royal Court Classics. Duke- 
of Ybrk's,: Condon WC2; in prewe^ qosns wed 
Twelfth Night John RetoSack’s warmly en^able 
production ('above) is short on melancholy gnd 
i tang an well-played hunKrur.ffewtf), Crawley 
I The Norman GonqoesteCWrrtsserfef Ayddxxm- 
three interlinked comedies about the same- 
people which can be sea? in any order. Onerf 
his finest and funniest achievement. Safistwy 
Ptayhduse . . ■> . .. . 


David Bfi Bed let 




MWbodrawTp the ISfi&^^raw.^aypfie; 

oftheteat^ 

turel ftecant&.hd^^ embrap^tte' 
'older tradffionpfbrdrnE casting On A We of me 
Pawnbroker, iaSd/el, Tate, London SWl 


jasneswroe woe* 

are h&'phdtDj^fis-M^ j? ; 

NaziGermarfy in a style fhbre suited to . Holly* 
wood. NaVwal Wtraft SStfe/%. London WC2 
Wiffiam Nicholson TKs j^,co?>peHing s how of : 
q»f |^irtw epa&ifing^. far from dated, ft reasserts; 
Wchelsorfspo^iooasdneof the finest paintets 
of the 20th c ento^ Cambridge 




ft Beebe's bri#dj 

►Tbw^^QShet fterae'^otfeiWe.fLBs ts jush- 

f flea:- :'■■• *- • -V • 

, Shn^^Red-Miac^&ic^ a few. 

"fhore^tarii^ sod W- 

" Arena, 


tf-iftlb* WL'.* 7;'- >■ • - - 

-ttodrifem'-tim just ,17-j«ar-o|d 

: Maot.inSst^S«?w T?Rbar"h'ave zoomed into . 
1he:Tbp\2^}®are fiuz^wth adolescent 
arregaa^^-Cafch rthenT - white - It lasts. 
Smrtham'ptmJdi^s-Am&, Mori': 




arts and entertainment listings 


FILM 


WEST END 

% - ubra nadir Lcnion 

•iGEioniMkiacMnnBEQitLSiPGi hk 
pci ddocuvc resume 7mcadcn< MGM 12.10. 
220. SJJII. 725. 9 35: Odor i Hn* Si Ken 
SatiSun I -2ft former Ufat Eni 12_h' (Sal). 
3JX) (SaiV 5.10. 7 JO. ftjft 1 2midrrighl t&U ) 
THE NS9CU PRESUHT 1 1 5) The pic*fcni 
falls for an covimnmroial toMmst- ftca 
I XU. 3ZS. bill. SJ5, 11 JO <5uO 

Mms OH RSECn ( 18) Adapuuon of AS 
feall’s rwrcl. PioaimMOM 1-Hi.ri 10; 

The Minmi 3M 6-W, BAS 
UBE (V) A pig jnempu lo avoid landmg up 
as Sunday max. Bn mui Oxana Sal 2J0; 
Empve Leicester Stfimre LI5.4JU.tiJ0, 

8.45, 1] JO (Sail; TnxndmMGM 12-31, 

235. 4.4U. IL55; PLso 1.15.3.15. 5. L< 

M THE BBI mmiER I L^i A nwlcy cpOccUhi 
of acton rehearse then pnxJuciirBt of Hanla. 
Hamaiet MOM L2U 3.40.6.10. 840 
BSWEMEUT I LS) Mu) Gihsnn ifirccb- and 
siaiv Odeon Mezjmate ZSO. 7.4H Plan 7 JO 
THEBKHHSB BOiBllfll 1 15| Three IrisW 
American hiothcrs senefa for liue hwc and 
hafftrusB. Ckkan Mcnaane 3.15, 6 JO. 8.40 
OT OF LOST CHUBB 1 151 A man kklnaps 
daUnen ui siejl iheu dna/as. flwan Save! 
MGM 1 Jft bJ5 

GflHSM not t ISi Submarine thriller. Tro- 
coJero MOM Sal l2mkb»iphE iMnan Mizzo- 
nbx 145. 555. SJ 5 

# OAMGEROBS IflttS CIS) MkAcIIc PTctflci 
st in. Odeewi Mra Erui I JO. 4XC. ft JO. &50. 
11.45 (Sail 

• UHL M A KOE DRESS f 1 5) A rethmdmt war 
veteran uxyu a sunngx>‘s offer a ( wort. 
Cur^ Hw Enrf 1.15 iSaill-Wft 6.IOL(Wl)r 
/Scv ijorSMi. 4xu 6J5. «».in. 1 1 J5 (sui 
#RVRGUC(l5)Supetinode(GndyQBw- 
fcnd makes her acting debut. ThxiMem MOM 
LL3X 135. 4 AS. 7JJU. 9J\ Btow Hfaf End 
155 i Salt. 5 00 1 Sal V 7.ia 9JJ. 1 1.45 
HHlKliiilSl Bmpcofan IKthocmiiiycaa- 
traio sippa MGM Snia Cenar 200, 4J5, 
7J».*JJ5 

• R01CB Of THE BHDE 0 C \2) Sieve Manin 
repnses his harassed Either role. OJe,tn Lae 
Xjraw 1255. 3J5. bJCO. 8.4ft I LWfSal): 
CUean Marble. AnJi 1.15. 3JI1. 6.0ft SA5 

• TO RWSf OF HT SBJffil I L^J Ataodovar 
continue}, his ibeme of a (razriod woman 
suxTounded hy bickering relatives. Cnraai 
Mayfair 1.15 fSaiL .U5. 6JW. 8Jft Gw 
NeamcIliB LIS 3.45. 6.L5.H45. 11.15 
(San: /tenor 1 .401 -LSI, ti.lS.SAftftfcvOn- 

t »u2»><&iiX4JUtiAft Ojtf. lljn(SM) 

+ Yen Driw Me 

• BUBBEl 12) James Bonl idnanoud by 
IVnX Brosnaa ( Urorr Haymarha 1 45. 5.4ft 
SJlt Flan 123ft 3. L5.bilft8.45.llJ0 (Sal) 

U HUM ( l5i Hus» an escalate in a group rt 
ethnicaffv mned tceiupaa. ftm&n Sonet 
MGM l jft JJft fcJft ftSlI 

• HEKT(I5)AJ ftv «r. and Robert IX Niro 
in a cnfVpnKhirfHiit thriller. Tmcadap MGM 
IDO. Sift ft40 Warner West Fad LUBnooo. 
IJflft 3J5. 4.40. 7.0ft 8.15. 1030. 1 1-S) 

• THEHOBSBIM ON IKE BOW ( L5 1 Epte 191b 

century adventure. Cfefwu Corona 22ft 

5.15. 8.15; Uomere 23L 5.LS. 8.15 
9THEW0CEHT SLEEP) 15) A hmade* Liver- 
pudlian wuncBso a murder. Hayinatl ei 
MGM 1 Jft 3-55. 6Jft 8.45; Tottenham Court 
Fuad MGM 1 .45. 4 J5. 635. 9 JO; Tmeudem 
MGM 9.15. Urakhuthi (Sat) 

IOESBH tSMMJTM ( PG ) Russian Dim noir. 
rtoudfflt MGM 1.40. 330.6.15. 8.4Q 
LAM) ( REBKH1 (15 1 Ken Loach's UucsL Cur- 
einff&erta l.l5tSai),.TM.t>/6.8M 

• IEWDK LRS VBBAS 1 1R| Street 4evc) view o( 
the glitzy nurid o( Las Vegas. Ha\-martxl 
MGM 1.10 3.40. Mft 8.4ih MUM SwLtr 
Centre 130. 4. 1 5. n Aft 9.10: »im,T Kfar 
Fad 121) i Sail. 33ft 6 JL H5ft 1 1 JO 
LffOKBfKiJYKWt I5l Admail experier»xs 
a catastrophic day’s filming, fhnhei Street 
MGM 4 Wt 9.00 

t£SMSEBWlES<12) Adapulhm of Vidor 
HuRvi s cLixac niwcL Purhuon Cinema JJft 

730: NiMiff Hbr End I230.401.8DH. Iljn 
IW HOST DE3KED HM ( IK1 Oemuin smash- 
hit. AccddOv Mi »/ 4 iA S.40: MGM Suite 
Centre 2 Iti 4.45. 7Jfl 9.45; Tdronham 
Llein FnaJ MGM 2tl5. 4.35. 7.U5. 9.4tt 
KS1E WITNESS 1 1st M buiw-o. 1 thriller. Warner 
Kitf End 1 3li iSatL 3.4ft 530 (Sa). &30 (Sat) 
8P05IW0II51 A pnw helffc a poslaian with 
mailers of the bean. f\mMt Stmt MGM 
120. 3.45. tv 111. S.-U1 

• SABRnaiFti) Remake or the '30s. classic. 
Eittpin.- Lehxtter Squarr 1 230. 3. [ft 5^X 
S.Nl. 11.15 (Sat): TnxaJen>MGM 121ft 
i 10. 6.1ft 9J*1. IJnrdmgtu (Sol) 

• SEVEN I IK1 A verier of murders stump 
hotmode deteeuvo- Empire Lemur Square 
123ft 3 Jft A5tt 8 Jft 1 1 . 15: Tetenhuui 
Conn R«*J AfG.M 1 ’ll 4iA h.40. qjv. Tn- 
cadav MGM 1230. 32ft Mu 9Jft linid- 
ntghi iSal): CMmr Mt^anine 245. 5 45. 
SJft. «nr 1245. 5.2ft n in. 845. 1123) (Sail 
SHNKM1 1HH ( IS l Chinese cutp4er ihriDer. 
MGM Sma Centre 1 35. 4J5. h5ft Cijp 
SHMCSL5 UK) A Janvvt sleeps her nay hi 
fame. Odcm Wat Fad 124ft 3J5. 6.10. 
.•555. 1130 (Salt 


10 DIE FOR f 1 5i Nkxilc Kaiinan «us. Udcon 
Mcsanine 235. 6.15. 8.4U 
Pt BSOALSllSPBJS U8i Five known fetal*, 
plafl anmhCT enme whilM in potax cuaudy. 
ronton Street MGM 1 25. 35U. 620. 8.45; 
IHnrrer Mai End !.4l) (Sal). 4.05 (Sal). 
bJft 9.(ft MAO 

• WmWGTO E3WLE ( 1S» A grotgt nfwanco 
heroic tiv: lack of dtphie mot in ntaemx. 
Shafiedun Avenue MGM 21ft 5 Jft ft LS; 
froaoiem MGM 12 15. 3.15. 6.LS. 9iB. 
IJmidnigtK (Sal): former Wat End 1250. 
32)0. 6.10. 9 do. ||3) 

TW WWTI BKLiim (U) A jroiiij: girf siruggks 
to buy agoidfulL/Iaiow 1.15.210.805. 
7X15. 9X15 

• WTWUOL 8 1 ( 13) Cull dfcpicucjfl of dudem 
hie anhc uO end of the ’Wft S/iaftesburv 
Avenue MOM 24ft 530. ft4ft 1 1 JO |Sai): 
Rfcy Cinema 100 (Sail. 12$ (Son) f 
Richard ELGranl talks lo Nip8 Floyd. 4.15 

I Sat 1.6.40,9.0ft lUO(Sat) + Lifc Is Sweet 


0171 eieept where noted; Barbican ftls 
8891: Cbdsea Gnctna 351 J7C: Curzon 
Mjyfair Jof 1733: Girznn Phucmi M9 1721: 
CurAmWfcst End 369 1722 Empire LcfcSq 
rWLSSriWft Gate Nmt fM 727400; 
Lumiete 37930/* MGM Haynnrkd.W 
I.V7; Parana St MGM 930 Obit: MGM rtre 
437 356/; MG M Shaftesbury Ave 83o 6279: 
MGM Swiss Centre *r T 2tMv MGM Tbtt O 
Rd Uk, b/ft* MGM Ttncaileni 434 0033 
The Minerrta 369 / 123; Odcoo Havinarict 
ft.39 2097: Odeon High Si Ken 0I-CS6- 
9 I40vk OdeOD Lek 93» 3232; Ode.ro 
Marble Arch 01420-914501; Odeon Mczza- 
nine(JK26-9/5ftlt Odeon West End?# 

5 252- Plaza tfMtMWMtt Rtwir 837 &0£ 
Riuy 73721 21: Warner Wat End 437 4343 

REPERTORY CINEMAS 

EYEBTHM oppnsilc Hampucad TuVw NW3 
(01714.151525) 

To Die Etrr (15) Sal USO/en. dJCfrn. 

SSOpm + Groundhog Day (Kr) 3pm. 7/wn 
Bringing Up Baby IPG) Sun 1145pm + 

The Pfailadelphsi Story (PG124lp*n La 
Hainc l U) Sun 4.4Sfm «. Sfcm + The Battle 
of Algiers l I8j 0.45pm 
KIQMIMTheMallSWI (0171-9303647) 
MadagaAar Son + Short SaL Sun Spaa 
Spin. 7pm. 9pm New Wtve 1 3at 3un 
O30pm New Wbvr 2 Sat. Sun 830pm 
tei Somb Bank SE) |HJ7I-92S32V!| 

Du Th: RighlTbing ( 1H) Sat 2-30pm Babe 
(U t Sot Son dpit M'o 1 Better Blues ( (5) Sat 
53 tym Jus Another Giri nn the LR.T 1 13) 
Sir n 15pm The Ntbelungcn Saga Pari 2 
Kricmhdtf s Revenge Sal 730pm Jungle 
Fever 1 18 ) 8nd i Fonrtcr Maty Sal 

K3T)fm Stale Of The An. Brrtisb FOm Scm- 
inars Sim 10.15am Malcolm \ ( 15) Sun 2pm 
CnnNdyn ( 12) Sun Opm 1 Like It Like Thai 
( 15) Sun dlSfen The Last Laugh Sun 
TJOfm Cockers (13) Sun 8Jljp*n Time lb 
Die Sim 6.40pm 

POKE OWBES Lucestcr Plax WC (0171- 
437 SIM) 

Before Sunrise (15) 5a/ USpm Queiew 
( L2) Sat 3.20pm FremJi Kbit (12) Sai 530pm 
ApoDo D (7G)3n 7.45pm Apocalypse 
Now ( ISi Sit ItUfywn Span long Die Mon- 
key I IK) Sun 2pm Carrington ( I8| Sun 
4.15pm When Night I* Fallingl I8| Sun 
6.45pm The Adventures Of PrbdDa. Owen 
Of The Desert 1 15) Sun S.45fm 
RBBSDf S7UDW5CWW Crip R«vd W6 
(0181-741 2255) 

Ccrkb 1 13) Sot 645pm + Living In Oblivion 
1 15) X . tSpm I Am A Fugitive From A Chain 
Gang [?G)5wi IJOpm— + 1 Am Cunras 
Yellow i (8) 3J0fm Time OfThe Gyps** 

( IS) Sun 3 45pm + Amina Dream / 15) 
AJfyvn 


THEATRE 

WEST END CHOICE 


Mulinna —l If: Sun. [3/- Tue. / 4/ • RM /5/: 
Thu. It)/: Fri /7/: Sal 
TOE CHHKMG ROOM 

RevrinJ nf DivrJ 5b .rev's kv.de al the riluab 

ot profeswnal rugby pbnvm 

IMeifKdt ' St M. iron* Lane. WCJiUl’I- 

8365 ClvrftV. W«7 1 e Lew Sq'Ourmg X. 

M. in-Sat 7.6.1 1 7 Feft 7j 111 |5|[7| 3 Oft ends 

.V»Mar.i5-E225H 

COMPHtT 

.Shedi GeJt in Sam Mendts n.-vjvaJ ol the 
I97D Sondheim and (5e*np: Rmh muskaL 
Unmar U andveiu- Earibam Street. WC2 
(0(71-169 lTTOl^LeicStjMoo-Sai “Jft 
[4U7| 3.0ft err* 2 Mar. £12-124. 

TOE FIELDS (FUBROSUt 

Xiv..f f/rggirttasa Deep Srul/t eseeuttaoer in 
he. awn nmanrie musicaL with a Martin 
SiRdsri to'rc. 

JWwrfi AUnvdi. WC2(ni7lJlb«a? oc 
*36 ’42sl « (intturm. Mem-Sat 7A5. HU 7 ! 

£!S£293ll. 

TOE CUSS KEMGZnE 

ZueWbauTukrryau as the mother at Sam 
Mcndes' production ufleiirKMa: WiDrams' 
irapc Hi rmin 

Cuwnfr ftmUai 5iwcl SW1 (DPl-Wi 1731 1 
«■ PiccOlctsk Moo-Sal 7 JO. |7] 3JU. 

en* lb Mar. £5-123. 


MKJU.MB8MD 

M.inm Shaw and Anna Carteret star. 
Thruae/tnd HaymarfcctSW/ (0171-931) 
8X11)0 PSccOrc. Mra-S*l7.45. [4||7| JiOOL 
en* 31 Apr. £10-06 

MBSPGCTORCHUS 

Wkkty-acdzimed lake on Priestley's ihriDer. 
Gamdc Charing Cross Road. WC2 (DV 7 1- 
494 5rii5) OLexSq. Mon-Fri 7 AS. Sal 8J5. 
HI 230. |7(54XXends30Mar. D-C430. 

(aftLWnNBULfHEXnE: 

Gfeirr 

KLilfleK^tltaic Sean Matins'* production 
of &mdheun , 5 musical. Today 200 & 7.15. 
LmeL ten: 

Tbs Rq UTOe WnU Geraldrnc Me Ewan and 
Floor Shaw War. Today 215 & 7 JO. 

f Vfffftv: * 

SWty Antony Sber as (he great English 
artist Stankv Spencer. Ustay 230 &. 7 Jft 
Ofivicr £1130-00 Lynehoec £730-12251 
Cot testae £10-£1430. Day seats from lCtim. 
Soilfa Bank. SE1 (0171-9282252) 

BR/O- ftatcitoo. 

flmswsPEMttnwMi 

The Barbican: 

MBl ffi# Shakespeare’s romantic comedy. 
•Eiday Id) *. 7.15. 

The Pur 

Ca Byron’s rr^ic taMical drama b directed 
hy John Barton. 'Rain 231) Jt 7. 15. 

Bttrbksn Theatre: £6-324. The Al: £10- 
11430. Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171-638 
KK9 1 ) -& Bartncan/MooTgaie. 

OUIEH 

Ruihie Henshall lakes over aw Narky. 

London FSSadmm Argyll Street. Wl (017)- 

494 50 JlSfttft | O Criknd Cuurs. Mao-Sal 

7_hk |4||7| 2JD.X10-3J. 

TOESWUEPfiKEBEMI 

Satirical revue devried ly ChriMophcr 

Lrrscombc arxf Makr>tin McKee 

HuJerBe Strand. WC |017 1-836 9«7) 

BR/e Charing X. Mun-Fri 8X)ft Sal 5 JO & 

SJ0.H1250.£I0-£2I5a 

SUNSET 80ILEMBD 

Pd ula Gar 1(9 am. 

Addphi Strand (0171 -344 0055) e Charing 

X Man-Sat 7 AS. |5tf7J3IB.XLS.£3250. 

TWSVNWFWSIKFOR 

ftler Land and Rnten Meadrrwrc pertom 

•nos about tare and friendship. 

Af^ySar Stratum Street. Wl (0(71-5823861) 
«■ Green Park. Sun7JU.£l3. 

WLETSOM 

Athol Ft^anPs South African drama. 

Royal Cant Sloanr Square. SWl (0171-730 
1745)4* Skonc Sq. M.m-Sat 7 JO (5 Feb. 
7X»k [7] SJH (no today). cn*9 Mar. E5-E18. 
cwws avadaWc. 

TOEWlOaWEWRliMS 
Ahn Bctmel is venkm of G rahame’s novel. 
Old lit Walerk>o Road. SE1 (0171-92K6655) 
BR/e Waterioo. Moo-Sal 7230. |4Q7| 23ft 
ot* 30 Mar. £6.75-04.75. 

BEYOND THE WEST END 

BC 

Ensnn HnrtBat Revival of Gruaroidt Stadta 
Thcane ’swuO-reoerred fratoctjnn d 
HdOvrs’s Donabatrardy. ’Htc-Sal 7-Vpm, 
SunSJupuLdi* iSIxixf9.ixmcsBi.Tuc pay 
trim you can. Lavender HB. SWl l (Til 71-22' 
2223) BRrClapham Juncttan. 

GflIE THEATRE 

Oft Hama (Sh*«p) Gregory Moiwn’s 
diaOcngtng and -^tirical view orsurvival in 
Britain. Mon-Sat 7pm. end* 23 Ixb. £ (ft 
cones £6. 

SanicK OrTbcy AN Da R EIfnede Jebndc'v 
{TO TOCaCT C Austrian drama. Mon-5al 9pm. 
en* 23 Feb. £lft cones £h. Ptmbndps Rvwd. 
Wll (0171-^0706)^ ^NonmgHiD Gate. 
HOPSTBUTKITOE 
Sk aal Paclc Stephen PoUikoir'Uicst 
armpdfing drama stars Saskia Reeves and 
Harriet Waiter Moo-Sal 8pm. maw Sal 4jmv 
en* 9 Mar, £1 1*1350. Mnn & Sal £8. cores 
available. Avenue RiwLNWJ 10171-722 
93«l ) « Swiss Cottage. 

OSAlffiEDSE THEATRE 

Iba Good Horn* Ot Setsos Bred«‘« epic talc of a 
woraan’i struggle to fight cxphnisinm and to 
op Iwfd virtue 3hm-Sai “A^m. isaRSac 
4pm (md 3 Feb). S Feb. 15. 22 29. 2-Vlpm. 
en* 23 Mar. £7-£l250. cno» avaflablc. 

, CUretax Street. Kiehrajnd. TWO 1 01X1 .940 
| 3633) BR-© Richmond. 
TOBBBEWSTWS.ROnLCOeRT 
Swulhwrt Sccrmd charmcigiv yvmhftiJ liratm] 
from Nick Grosso. Mno-SaJ 7 ASptn. mJLv 
Sat 4pm. cn* 24 Ei*. £8. Moa Sal & cores 
CxStaan: Square. SWl IUI7I-7M 1745) 
■e-Skcutc Stptarc. 

7BJCTCUTOSTOE 

Tbn Mb Rotate Auprst Vribcm viewv (he 
Sixties black Anjerxan experience Ouvtigb 
an aflaig Puisburgb restaurant. Mirn-Sai 
8pm. mats Sat 4pm. en*24 Feb. £7J(V£U. 
pay wbal you can Mon & SaL one. uvadabta. 
Ktibuni High Rd ( 328 (OfW.)^ Kflbtmx 

AROUND THE COUNTRY 
Bath 


H p B ii Revival aCKury Jnhnsmj’v dcrer 
cutae*. Today 2JPpra 4c Rpnv. I7-£l95ft 
conev avudaMe. Savre/u se (i/l22544SW4( 


Bristol 


DEW V)C STOCK) 

Nation Empty Space exploit ibeir i*uai 
theatrical brvunliveticm in a tingled Utlc ol 
passion. Todrv 230peo £ S^tTJJft cooes 
£5. KingSoteu0017-W7 7377) 

HEOREROTAL 

IhcBnakONhyTanberiari.- WeOeabekcr's 
sharp view of • group of women’s livt>. und 
choice*. TbdayJJOpai Ai 8p m. ES-j 1 730. 
King Street 10 1 17-987 7877) 


Crawiev 


TNEftBTH 

IMA IlgK Oxford Sta*E Company’s fresh 
version of Shakespeare ’sromedy. Today 
ZJOpm A 7J0pnL £9.7S mats £6.95. corns 
avaiiabte. Havrth Avenue (0UJ3J53636) 

LeathertTead 


i THEATRE 

Ooplar'baTtMnCbnti and Sharon Glcs star. 
Mon-Fti 7.45pm. Sat 8pm. mats Wed 
230pm. Snlftpo, en*3 Feb. at-£)7, cocos 
available. Church Street (01372-377677) 


North Lancing 


URCK MNOR (fUNRE CBmS 
IbvTMpMt Dari i] Thiicr ifirects. 3 Feb, 
7J0pnuf5-£J4.oTn(3avaflaWe. 

Manor Road (019TO-764219J 


Northampton 


KRKBE 

Cowkxt MkoMb Carol Drmkwaier stars in 
Barry England's 1 «Kk India drama. Today 
2JC^m A 7 JUpm. £8£143U coacs svailaHc. 
GuikfcaM Road (01604-2481 1 > 

Oxford 


MLLD THEATRE 

4gBghMdt»Aw*NlrtMiBtirBi— bM 

Phillip ScDtidd ugam stats re Joseph in tbe 
RkwTJoyd Webber mtraraL Tuc-SaL 
7 JOpm, mats The. Tbu A Sat 230pm. en* 
10 Feb. £HM25. Gcrepe St (01865-244544) 

Readme 


Off HUNTS 
Hn Thi 0*w Hal Lores Threx conp(e< 
marriages are damsel ed in Ayektaoun's 
crnredy.lbe-Sa 8.15pm. mats Sal 2 15pm. 
en* 24 F*. £18 l95-£29.95idc dmner. 
(OI7344MBOOO) 


EXHIBITIONS 

Cambridgp 


KETTLES TARD 
Hn HM Lamtoqtes and riff Eve* 

MA bpor Five new nipmres.Tlie-Sal 
L2JOpm-52«Ytn. Sun 2x»-5 J1 pm. oxb 25 
Rixphn: Ire den*. Castic Si (01223-352 134) 

ExEter 

SFicaouar 

My Nn Gaudy, sexy, banal po m tings. TUc- 
Sat 10am-5pm. en* 17 Frit, free. 

Preston Srtxl /OT J92-43T 786 1 

London 

BARBICAN ART GAUiFT 

D ii^te r . Cmalcr iJtlii l A fti I hmm Extribnkm 
cxplonng the artistic and enh ural 
acbievrineinurelanigui Dtagh&.-v. Mon. 
Wed-Sal lOiuaMt 45pm. Tue lrtam-5 ,45pm. 
Sun L2noan-6<5ptrn.nds ! 4 Apr. £5, cores 
£VSHk St {0(71-636 4141 l-e Bartacatv 
KAGALOT 

MaCBniftSMAanlMBAa Priming, bir Curnn. 
sculpture by Hapnska, Mon-Snn l2nonn- 
7JU(»n iFn until 9pm). cn* ISFeft£l50 
day m'sfaip- The Mai. SWT ftt(71-9»3M7j 
OOuringCross. 

(UINMAL6ALLB)Y 

ta tM to fw Kata PrirtUDys from National 
Trust CoDcctiotr. Mort-Sai HMHipmOAkd 
orniT ^im k Sun ^pnHgBn, ends 1 0 Mar. £5 
(L3 Wrd 52« ipm-i^im t Trafalear Syirare. 
WC2 (017I-JG9 3321 ) e Charing Cnw. 
RKHMILPORIRAnCUlERT 
AcbartHUanaCasmy Life .utd an of a 
Kcpmcy couple. Mi «- Sal Ifton-ftptn. Sun 
(Jaunr-ftptn. cn* 18 Feb. £3 u*> £2 
St Martin - ' Place. WC2rOI7l-3DhOHS5l 
^ Charing Crirt' 

BALLROOM. RDIN.HSinM.HHL 

New HhrU tagety G wicmpnrary Januicun 

An. Mao-Sun li vtro-lti-Vipm.cn* 2? R.-K 

free. South Bank Certlrc. SFl («1 7(-w<T 

42421 BR.eWaleriuvL 

SAATCaBUJERI 

Ttaghoricaas Jamttc .Mtiora. Scan l-itWers 
Otipvy Green, (lu* Dtng. Tho-Stro 
l2wW-tipm.ctub.3Mat Thu free. Fn-Sun 
£350. Bructiuy Rt«LNWB(017|-*24 
8299) BR: Swh HampricoiL 
SESPEKTVffCALLEET 

JnSlvtai Symbolic sculpt ural wwri> 
(ocusutcimthcbcOv.Mi'B-Sun H3aitv-*pm. 
cu* 25 FvJ>. free. KetMrcr.wi Gankare 
(lit 71 -723 ‘VT72)'e South Rena nfScm. 

WEGAUERT 

SaVteodre*. Feels' Gold Large btreut- 
Kidptuto M no-Sal )itun-55tipm.Suii 2pm- 
5pm. en* 28 Apr. free. Mdtank. SWl 
tOITI-fursmii^Ptiatieti. 


WUMGTni 6ALLBSES 
Mdtf^Ncw pointings. Moo- Fri JOatn- 
JJOpcn. Sal lUam- 1pm. en* 2 Mar. free. 
Cork Si (tiI7l-437861l)-e-Green Park. 
NHTTB3Um.nl GIUERT 
M NetM Cotnprebensive show oToib. 
waterco tours and prion by German 
EapresannisL Ttic-Sun l lam-Spin (Wed 
until apm L en* 25 R*. £4, com £2, tree 
Tuesdays. Whitechapel High Street. El 
(0171-522 TfWl-O’AWgaie East. 

Oxford ~ 


BHKUEMtADSBM 

MmSMoiKsm-lSBEafyyfaikBtimTk 
phs landscapes. Ttie-Sa ■ )0W-4pm. Son 
2pro-4pm. co* 3 Mar. pbane for deraik 
Beaumont Sovei (01865^278X11) 

M6EM OF MODERN ART 
SwrioCMlk Upta im-LSSO 
Rcirospecrivc show. 

Hid Dno Mixed media work tj Ltukmesan 
artis-Tbe-Sal Utam-tym (Ttai until 9pm). 
Sun 2pmtip (n >eti* 14 Apr. £250. cooes 
£150, bee Wed lQaiu-(p m.Th utiptp-9pm. 
Pembroke Street (OlSfiS-722733) 

Penzance 

NaUNJVTGAUBT 

Fta* tail. Ahra tare Inroilhtinn by Jones, 
painimg by Maher. Man-Sat 1 0am- 5pm. 
en* lOFeb. free New Road (01738A37TS) 

Portsmonth 

ASPBGALLERT 

tmm Indudcs wwk by Ingrid TtiJlard and 
Keith Piper. Wed-Sol 12noorwjpm. Sun 
JrM^Spm, ends IS fth. Dec. 

Brougham Ruad (017054112121 ) 

Sonftampton 

S0DTOAMP1DNQTYARTENXBT 
Cnepnln Indudcs work by Langbnds A 
Bel Jane A Louise Wilson. TWWaVFn 
I0am-5pm. Thu 10am4S’ lzl . Sal lftwn-4pm. 
Sun 2pm-5pm. cads 25 Feb. free. 

Civic Centre tO J 703-832151) 

Worthing 

wanmBMssawsARrfiAuar 
Mn BnAyHcavdy impasl«d*aciaJ realisi 
painting by Taclim sink’ artriL Mon-Sat 
|Oaii>-5pai.cijds3!ti>. free. 

Cbapd Rood (01903-239999) 


COMEDY 

London 


CW CABARET AT COMRf WLL 
BilBy Biagg. Ivor Dcmbiiva, Njray MacCrD, 
Vcrocka McKenzie, Harold Pmtcr. Ian 
Sorillc. Arthur Smith A Maggie Suxd doing 
their hit forCuha. Tbmghl 7 JOpm, Red Latin 
Square, WCI (0171-2428(02| 
e Holhrm. £7 Jft cooes £53ft 

nBnnnunt 

Ned MtAlaria.-y, lax Simpson. Andy Small. 
Jim Swcncy. Rrctard V ranch A Sub 
Wcbftcr. Sun 8pm. Havtnaritet Home, 
Oxendtm Street, SWl (111426.91*1331 
O Loccvtcr Square. £9. 

BAOCn BAO ATTIC NASH MOOR 
Ivor Dcinbitiai Owen 0’NctD.Sun9pm. 
Eitglan* Lane. NW3 (017 Mm 3 3647) 
OBclsizc Park. L5. cones X4 


Newfaurv 


TOP enOi AT COM EXCHANGE 

ftmer Award winner Jenny Eclair. Tirugin 

7.45pm. Market Place (0)635.522733) 

Twickenham 


BEARCAT CONST CUB KTIWBT5 HEAD 

Ned Austin. KcnnHaywv. PhOI Jupkuv& 
Rudi Ltckwuud. TtvtiglH 8 JUpm. Wmctn.-4cr 
Rood. St Margarets (i)|.8ia«i 18521 lb. 
cofta>£5nt'ship£l. 


DANCE 

High Wycombe 


TRC0MBE5WH 

Ire Dmc» Cpnpaoy Clin FTctna Ktm 
Brandtirup’s new hallci mnpired K ibo inv 
stone- Thnaju ftprn 19-C1 1. St ManrSlicel 
(H14<U.5l3mi 


London 


HMOCRSMfTHAI'OLLD 

ttrmtmu - The Shew Jn Jt tlaixi- diuw with a 
tenre by Bdl Wbcian. Moo-Sal 8pm. mab 
Sab2J0pm.cn* IORh.Ilft5ii-C7.Si 
Queen Caroline Slrect Wb (11171-411, i/WI) 
O Hananeranuh. 

PUCE THEATRE 

SjVtxgCutaffM DaiMabyCTaire Ruvv Pit 
Ring D'h and Jwna than Uumws. Today 
Ipm. W.eooc-rii. 

Spring Ctacta R nit dti ko igrnpher^lva^d in 
Bntatn pteem rn.-wtw-fk.Sun I lam. £8. 
etnw-Ift Duke’s kiod. WCl (OI7I-.W7 
IIODriEinMi 
PQRCE1LRDW 

SBreffOtataita S c Myi ii tacW tatiTtartuii 

Firu gn-upotgi if choreographer' in a three- 
□iehl pLwIorm. Today.) JllpiiLilU. emus 01. 
S-nith ftink Centre. SEI (it 171 Ail) 4242) 

BJ&»«a<ci*vr. 


QHffi»EUZTffiTOHAll 

SfncQtactaJqtafl^FtaBiWnBnta 

Seoo ml of three night* of new chce eng aptly. 
Sen 7.45pm. £J 0, com £3. South Bask 
Centre. SE) (0171-9604242) 

BR/e Waterloo. 

ROTU. OPERA KAISE 

topiBtihtiSbetagtaitTAmbofiyDowtfl's 
1994 prodaatan with sett by Maris BJomaon. 
Tbd*y2pm ft 7pm. £LS0-£7IL Orvem 
Garden (0)71-304 4000) d-Coveni Garden. 

SADuarsffEus 

CBrzzuHanm New works ty Spanish 

rfyff ^nfraphrr Prrrrywn ■tii-fyi Cxxijm. 

Man-Fri 7JQ[xa && 3pm A 8pm.mk 10 
Feb. £5425. Rtsebery Avenue, EC1 (0171- 
27889KS7U 6000) -O-AngeL 

opsiNfSAniffuwxm 

RM M a&BngDa*lioaal flamenco danced 
ty La Joaguina and company. Sun 8pm. £6 
cones £4J0 (pins meu ixctup SOp) 

Lamtar RokL SW9 (0171-7J7 727 6) 
^Clapham North. 

Milton Kevnes 


HraomMcanK 

Adataftta(tatay*r»tail«|>tiNttw 

(amNy-otwnicd baflet drmrographed by Jan 
KiOcodgc-Tboigbi, pherne for details. 
QtaffronWky (01908^60392) 


Reading 


TKEffinGOB 

LMtaDfeBtaktMinRa ProJwOcv’s score 
re-durcographcd by Manbe-w Hart-Thtfay 
2pm Ji 7 JOpm. pbooe for details. 

Queens Walk (01734-591591) 


CLASSICAL 

Croydon 


HHRELD CONCERT HILL 

H— ta taf Beethoven s Violin Concerto 
with SibcStR' 5th Symphony. Timighl 8pm. 
£5-1)850. Part: Lane (ti 18 1 -688 9291 ) 


Hove 


BOVETONKNAU. 

SmSTtatarOntahatadrew-taM 

Vhughan W illcum * Entfah Folk Sang Suite. 
Grieg's 1st IkirGymSuiK and Bcrtkiz’s 
Symphanu Fattastu/ue. Tonight 7 JOpm. £8, 
ooncs £6. Norton Road (01 27>77S40O) 

Kingston upon Thames 


OGSHM PARISH amooi 
London HezreiPtaiKritarenWi Leighton's 
Or^m Concerto with woris for string by 
Bach. Britten. Mozart and fcul Barker. 
Tonight 8pm. £5-£ 13. (01372-843292) 

London 


8AB8CARHAU. 

LSOBrari/Crast A iribuu: in Philip Joora with 
hrassarranpcmcnlsoCBactk. Mussorgsky and 
BcnMeiiL Sul 7 JOpm. £ti-£15. Barbican 
Centre. EC2(m7l-6»fi89i)eMnots«ic 

COMMIT HILL 

SchdafStafttata Mozart x KJR7, Matthew 
Tutors 3rd quartet and Ravels only essay in 
the form. Sun 6 JOpm. £350. Red Lion 
Square. WC 1(0171-242 OTfcl «• Holbom. 
WtGMOREHALL 

Hath [nnwriih Vicrmefc works by Zemlire-ky. 
Beethoven, Mahler and RieharvIStrair*. 
Tuttighl 7Jftprn. £b-£ 14. 

Pear bm Chapin Maz arias. Beethoven* 

.4 ppamuttam and Schumann's Op. 1 7 
fiznitn. Sun 4pra. X6-LI 2. WTgnvire Street, 
Wl ((il7l-9j52l41)-e Bund Street. 

Oxford 


MLffl&LMtSCWW 

Odqnf Bn» E«ar>enc» VrvaUi. Tck-mann. 
Badt and Handel pL-tyedby Ihc period 
arsmj m en l iportel .Sun 7_tOprn fh. cones 
£6. Holywell Si reel p 1 1865-762792 cxl«H) 


OPERA 

London 


VDNDONCDUSEINA: ENGUSH KAnONAL OPERA 
Ib» Fritrl Fktas Philip Pi-nwceXsagingof 
Ikret's npera set in Ceylon Tuoighi 6 JOpm. 
X**-C50 Si Martin'i- Lane. WC2(UI 7lai32 
A3injO Lek-otcr SquaiiiQvtraig Cro*. 
RnETSDE STOWS; 0PBU SPEZZXTA 
Qrtnnl Enkta GiuckX / jihghimmrru .vu re 
IrtKn a new yuung onroy-any, duveted hy ftuil 
ft-p-ttn Tiinight 7.45pm. Pi, enncslti. Crisp 
Kd IDI81-741 2255) O Hammersmith. 
BOTALUDOTHUL 

la Bah — A Cemennry staging; directed by 
Mrekiet Hunt, of PtadtiTs opera, wiih the 
BBC Omrert Orehevmamdutal by James 
Uv.khnn.Tetighi A Sun, TMpm. tr»Ju> 
2JHpnt. r 1 35H-G7. Keimtgtun Gore. SW7 
*0171 -589 821 2) O- High Street Kcnumpon. 


POP 

Bristol 


Tkt Ma Hwrer* Popt Easy Wsn% (non 
Badnnn'h and Barry m E^nrk and LAr*. 
rtnmt Kseru. fUiarl Umt-rmy Oueoti 
fUeid (1)117-973. VtXSl Tlrdftu 7Jftmr. £S5a 


Namft BnM ftatai. Snips. Bwwto 

MM Jangly intfie-pop biO beaded hy ta-’BJ- 
hdah Go* members Heavenly. Nett Trimy 
Comnamtiy Came Tnmiy Road (01 17-955 
0659 1 Tbrnghr 7pm, £4-£5, ocma £3-£4. 

Cambridge 


Rxtai. Setae Etfi Smeretm New guior 
bands from Fngfand. fietaid and Belgium. 
The Baal Race Ean Road {0123-570063) 
*Km%bi 7pm. £3^>£45ft 
Fra* Btat. The tamtaTbc ce-Priies (root- 
man Inure new alburn The Cub of Fav with 
ftipfwrt from tpiriiedSweifcb rockers The 
Whnnadio>. TheJunakm Ctiflon Road 
(01223412600) Sun 7pm, £750-£&aJ- 

Coichester 


AataB Harden: Northern hip hep team. 
Cokhaur.Am Centre Si Mary-ar-dw-Walii, 
Church Street (01206-577301 ) Tonight 8pm. 
£4, cones £3. 

Croydon 

Bret tank Acoustic folk guhar from the krg- 
codaty ftruanglcr. Croydon CJocktruree 
BnMmnle HaB Kaibcrinc Street (0181-253 
1030) Taaigju 8pm, £8. cores £6. 

London 


M Lari) t Tla Kinssmhn Bhtes nod RAlB. 

100 Club Oxford Street W I (0171-636 0933) 
^Oxford Circus. Sun 7 JUpm. £6. 

ATTOb 6zfct. Otaadrao. Ha^i Death metal finc- 
opi Asttvii 2 Charing Cros Road WC2 
(0171-434 (MU3) ^ Tbcienham Court Road. 
Sun 7pm. £6. 

Jaba Itartji Languid (oflt-hased Scab ringer - 
sorwwritur-ptitarixL BhrdAeath Concert 
Halh Lee Road SE3 (0181-4630100) BR: 
BLackfaeaib. Thmgfal 8pm. £S-£L150. 

The Know L3SI chance to see tbe New 

York punk greats. Briaon Academv Siocfc- 
wdl Road SW9 (01 71-924 999»1 
BR/& Breuua Torngbt 7 JOpm £1250. 

Ub btam Kinty MacCoU and Billy Bragg 
provide the muric al this ftar-fludded bcae- 
61. Camay HaB Red Lion Square WCl 
(UI71-J42 »i32»-e HoftemL Tonighl 7pm. 
£SJO-OJa 

CebdMB fktar CrampHtyfe psjchrtbiMy. 
Dublin Cant: Parkway NWI (0171-485 
1773) Cunden Town. To nigh! SJOpm, £4. 
cones £3. 

Rlriy Extar Big-v -iccd Birmingham soul 
ringer.XiKr Otic Parkway NWI 10171-344 
0044) ^ Camden Town. Tbmghl 7pm, £10. 
SriqAy Sid Mick Hueknall tccurs his new Ufe 
album. TmLbi Arena Lunchartmir. Ldeof 
Dogs E14 (0171-538 1212) DLR: Crow Har- 
buur. 3-5 Feb, SJOpm. pbooe (or availability. 
TtfCualah. taSwramds Garage and pry- 
cbedetic rock a> the Soper Elastic Bubble 
Ptirtv. The Monarch Chalk Etntl Road NWI 
(UI7I-9I6 1049) O Chalk FanreTtnigiU 
9pm. £4. 

Kim Arams t. Hen Statioa US Mucgraw 
vioptr whose had huge success with her 
album of standard-. Net* That r ve FaupJ 
Jf«i. Fmal Fsmn! HaB S-mih Bank Centre 
SET <0171-960 42421 BR/e Wuerioa 
Tonight 7 JOpm, £10. 

Nofnfidi 

CortimC The a -Strangk-r plays iota. 
Norwich ,4m Centre Reeves Yard. St Bcnc- 
ifia's Street (016034603521 Tbnighi 8pm, 
£h50-£75(l 

tawy cr i a Ex-WDdbcart CTs new punk- 
metal amibo. fonerfiom King Street 
(01603432717) Tcoueht 8pm £4. 

Plymouth 

Cwaad Ued Reformed antes bloes hand. 
Bnum/du Mikbouac (Dl 752-605054) Sun 
8rvn.E6J0.J75O. 

JAZZ, WORLD, FOLK ETC 
Bristol 

AariraaVkari bzzOtaM Modal p zz ptanm. 
Albert bn HUa Sum f0( T7-966 16*8) Sun 
8pm. £550. cono £5. 

London 

hob Co* The Italian Trim Wools. Barham 
HaB Bartncan Centre EC2 <0171-638 8891 ) 
^ Barbkan. Huttpht 6pm. L 10-01. 
Sapanattioa Eddie Prewre’s culling edge 
imp row quariet. pits avant-foU. Mitre n Julie 
Tippetts A Magpe Nkhnils. 1C - 1 The Mall 
SWl C0171-93U 3647) « ClunngOw t Sun 
8pm Cl. rones £5. 

OwrtBVf Pob Tinny soprann lung with (nv 
inp-hnp DJs. The R/nthtmc Cha[xH Market 
Nl (UI7I-713 5859) ^ Angel Sun Opm. 

£11 emus Elft 

St Albans 

AtttitaPxac Etapam. ECM-stytad BntrJt 
TusaoD quirtret Red Note al Matonf? .4ns 
Centre The Mahinpi 111 1 727-44212) Tnuiriil 
8pm. EftSn. 

LITERATURE 

London 

Lie Afire ftutrv cnieruirancnt obmii money 
Invu the award- wntnio? pwl km rm Sorer 
Thrum- Turmyn Street SWT (0171-JT7 2675) 
Green Pari, Sun 3pm. L4. 


i- 


EVENTS 

Bridgwater 


SaanyY Sqn Ihrtxkop Ctampcwrt. prints 
and rin&rr Sammy Burden ka* Ow <*ort- 
s/top inspvrcd by jazz. soul. A&ican and . 
gospel mdhtaiB. Brrdgnnxr Arts Centre 
Castic Street (0(278422700) Tbdaf 
lOJOam-UJOpm. £4. 


Farnham 


Bo* WrTboosan* rf rare, secnxMmd 
and ontiquarian books for sale. Mon 
Makings Bridge Square (01252-726234) Stan 
10 bzd- 4 JOpm. 50p. cfafld firec. 

London 

tad RxheJtad Sagvfata Stare Displays of rac- 
ing motorcycles (ogettar with appearances 
by the pcrsocaHins who ride lbem.<4iEain- 
dmPrdaa Wood Greet) N22 (0181-363 
2121) BRiAtaxandra Palace. 2-4 Feb. <tam- 
bpm, £7. coos £3. 

tarion Fckrta bWBrtoal DdS Saw From 
wntkpte doBs to KptvdiuMn& Remd Hath 
cuhurzd SodeK HaBs Grcycool Street SWL 
(0171-834 43333 G St Itiaeds tak/Victoiia. 
Sun lDam-4fm>. £3. child 50p. 
N ft tawi cf ri r lby figures, books. priato,pk- 
lures, models, warpunes. milrlaiii and uni- 
fonns &om the eeriy IWb centuiy. Ayu( 
National Hotel Woburn Place WCl (0171- 
637 2488) O- Rumeil Square. Sun 10am- 
4pm £4. 


AUCTIONS 


■wtaft Stamudunes- What (be Butler Saw, 
nmcrisci^reneveDi&^iiiadiine.mxUiaB- 
way rolling stock otlair roemorabdia and cul- 
kctobfcs, Wbdnusday (I; ml at the Bedford 
Auction Centre, 2b Newham Suen. W3san 
Karock (01234-266366). 

Cari.lnfaad Gnftcta of did Gk*e. WwOttk. 
removed to Jury's Hotel. Cork - fanrinnc. 
pamripps packet waf>*n. Hiesdar ( 12 n») 
Hanuhoo Osborne King (01 -288 501 1 L 
da U id gt Vintage and modem Wring anftd 
country ipitts laAlc. next Saturday (2pmfr 
CbcDjns Grain A Cncsins. 2, Clrflan Road 
(01223-213343). 

liacota Over 600 tars of boob and archives, 
comics, china and other bygones and cuDec- 
tables. Vfcdncsday (11am). Maowr & Son. 63 
Monks Road (01522-S24984). 
tareriR 800 lots of computen and rctaed 
equipmeni, Wcdnestjy (tiJOptn) al ibe 
Grnndsund. Worusrcr Racecourse. 
Tradcntek (0121-44.1 1794J. 

Utapot, Djtett Sa^k owner roHeoion of 
aystal halls, tarot car sand other daireayance 
cqinpauau.c50.00 * pouank, 1500 holds, 
costume jcwsltaty aeH Satrmiry (IliunJ- 
Stephen Jones. P mu. IVcrhiwtUui (01559- 
370709). 

Saatarcudt Ekvtrical and gns awliamn. 
modem and * Tilitiooal fiinttiqp and ho«- 
bild goods. Monday (lOom) u the AnDni 
Man, North St HCOopaaiuU 1 723-372424). 
Prezaaca; Hadmonal and amtempanny ait. 
indudsiguMita £rcnn “Limoreir Heieofi. and 
the date of ibe laic Dnrager Lady St Levan. 
Thnistfay (Ham). David Lay, the Penzance 
Auction House Abwioo (0I73MJ4J4). 
Patar Metropohian police stolen and recov- 
ered poods. Heathrow losi property and 2JAV 
tats of HM Custom* veacd goo*. Thursday 
(9Jdam) v LJoyds Imerextional Anctun 
Gallery. (18 Putne y Brid ge Road, south real 
London (UIW-7SS 7777). 

Ntuta|. Fumilnre. artworks, collectables, 
Wbdtkrsdajr (kkun) at Doanfngion Prtary. 
Dtvwean Ncate f(H635-31^4)- 
triatafc Antique firrmtim-. carpeBanddcro- 
rations. Monday (tipm).Criterice Salerooms. 
S3 Etsat Road. London Nl (0171-3595707). 
Btartad-mriSusstt Tuesday -antique and 
deenrauw fumittuc i (0 50am), Orieniai car- 
pets 1 2pm). Wednesday - Onaiial ccronao- 
and Easix-ra artworks 1 10 JOaml. Soibetoy's. 
Summers PUa: (01403-783 933). 

Aabqaas Ira* Oazatfe (0171-9304957). Guvero- 
mcni iVncncm News (0171-353 7300. Cre-o- 
back fD364r»488) 


FAIRS 


SakaJwtiy: Antiques and Cofleflur- at RAF 
Swinderhy. 5 miles Trum Newark. Lei dtA ■ 
lomoniwi | Arthur Swallow 01246-S126497. 
Casde Dreungicrt Amiqucv or the Exharijaw 
Ccmre loday and lomunm 1 01455-233495) 
StotaL Three-Day Antique* at Binglcy HalL 
County- Showground, next Friday, Sariudjy 
and Stindav. ■ w 35U <un* (Baa-man 0113- 
^ 43333 ). ' 

Dataa Srocarza. (Antiques for Inlenorv), 
bunnrrow al Chelsea Old Tm HalL King, s 
Road, unixh w« Lnikhre (Bagatelle 0I81-2K 
2345). 

*rti Mnsrtk Big Surrey at i he Reoeaticn Cen- 
tre. Fullers Wav. North Tbtwnrth. lomorrow 
tWl (3-JSS 35851. 


church services 


Mintii Sunday before Easter 

CHQBBHtHnamL- I *»o> I tC:«,vum Mjiob In ilw 

fJcHfcSmv Eodarer al Dor LjJs UoJcraule Horn 
Sina LadunsL Uiwi hrensiBctkclctl.The Una. 
.r.L'fm Eam ft>-»>a is 1>. ftXfim ksdiOr So- 
non rra Cmlkim 

TUneaSIBl •nm.i -r^amlK . Uvm'snc Cuchatu. 
Mina hn*l'l.'n« - The t’en Hn Rasaanoi Fw- 
neft 1 1 JDjm Mint JjiJniii la r. Jnai Eitreae 
ham-, K.tfton CanlLnm h^x^mui Sctete 

■asm EJOKOML t-HUB MjUov. -era 1IC; Ktim 
Choral biidum inJ CiBdVrniaiUnL GWakiaua 
l^tqyurJL The Bbhnp .4 Saimfcia, lApsilk'nl 

kneunt iaSaea m G. The Dean 
HanS>innKaEtareAwiCta*ak karn IIC. The 
rrn-sC 11m SoDfi lu, laml Malbae id C. The 
(Vnemc I L.* tundamJ Malms Sonuio m O: J-hfan 
Chaal ben eix. W.J ua D 

csiKnnnnwi T.hnua M'.iniy hater .Sam 
HC: v Juno Ladtanu ant KinJc. TV Rte iaequi 
Amll UanSuyliehiN Me-.ihmteinuai.sal. 
CmaBanlhrenjE>tQChn!Lienae.U-nl 
m E. Oai i V-OLTh e Pi-r-.-x 
l ee aunufitXHHL -jn 1 1C l*'uit Maine- leetsnl 
iflFXwr«fc’Iulles|.,hii,Hi llanSeifE^lulM. 

Ml ifcuflirs Fttarjar ’ Jtyro Ewiwnp 
Otlill emmsu. Min H>: -*asim sattc Ludentr. 
Sebohael ib Ci. II I Ana Martin-. Ii.lenil ue K 
(Muelan l Sce-n: ,t|tn fiiensm. Itan jm m n. 
tv-hicMi Eeerang Sctwce. The li»m air Irihae 

lllrtdoi. I h a. tica 

tini iu il aBMMOL :<ne HC. It* i‘ on Fu-horlu. 
VieiKwikimclk ilniial CantiUilhjaBVamaraac 
IZraa »IC . Il-a bse nv-nc- »•«! in 1» 
tam nnaagm.* Vra HC: ]<tn LAhKlial In-- 
iWSi Ximlnauv-lH.l'kil JV Ih-bep-rt'Kip*; 
If htia Wrnm Bnnei* in c .tjoyml ubs-mf. tv 
Q lictW werire The NBiuUnr 


alKBML T,¥bm «»al*s ft-rycn *am- 

1 1ftiei 1 la^ Ktrea Suns KaeAami. Mim. fc* five 
■ iBOiBrtill. The Rich Res Inbn B. bite 5 JOpsn 
LtvnanBe. CoBcpulfi re pale illfmeUse Caron 
Racturd flanaaaa-. bjyvs L«enla)iSero«x. The Bet 
hen Clone. 

QVM.OrtiCM* ManllC. IOoa Mtsoa. SasowB 
la ij Tbc Re-r Fit'fewi Mr lie Bn Oudmk: 
II 15am SBBcEiichmro.MraCo Cm* aroXBpmlt 

C ’j» VI VUoik >tro Eeeenmv; nod C»4bBc ft»«evc -t=4 

I tan* Ann neoma iBauiroi 
rnmenonDBU. wmlK q.*ennfaent>Ca«B- 
0iaaiB.m. stau.SM Thceoa- m»«ne j. TV Areblca- 

0 n ol Inuertic Mam Suee ErotansL Mbu S ri tt 
Nto W 1 1 bnfci l TV Arehak nvo ail eacrta. nJOpa 
CRnsec.MaBl.nl m A Canon Aba ttitoni 

WCHSTC# CHlBrin. Hro I tv. . ".«« Mum. t jutri- 

■a» hllananG. lO.'tr. Samf EaW SlarfaBal 
lb Banal F.Cartala Ned rhjm-»rilS^tM*«p. 
tVbiikiefc ia l>. n.tcym-, CaoJkoi^ tachana. »hn 
loihe Pcmpfc Mmtcnl (EenaUa 
aUBO M tC— t taLlbmHC The Chnhr. Klun 

tudmri KlButaremE HACmw/reeO-Vmc 

1 l.k lam Manna, CartkidaRn refjk (I Iaimlhi.Cjivao 
DunalDunkei.lieBCKiitaLlfaiTdllDLhoi bae 
Howe 

tow eaiKMN- Ham HC. ->an Mam TV Peas 
liDiPvneLii^atLlmp-eadurrrilVeakri'e- 
>Slte* UnBat VB l.reemmB. CnfcptB regale 
IH.mcOtL TV tJhmlaiL 

■BIS enm- Nam » 1C. bWB Hnp tsdutt. 1W 

in K Tbe Bare I. Ilutbev 1 1 -® earn Maim BnUeoia 
c. Jpna Eneaog. SUnteJ m .1 The Ka Pi V. 
Inca*. 

We ftHtHU B UTOW l ^rellC. in ihnMuniCit 

lecimn icmlr iltmelbl. The Ret Ton Uigair. 
ll.tOjaa laehetH Muae Wee itavo de lie-. 
Illiednt t-Vyeo Limv. KaO»l «. in P The 
i. . u..-.uia fcu raafa. 

■aiirexm nwnWB ’’ *"* r — lank ■ ■ 

bis ttnKnae. hP.»hre 5o»p t i.o Cm 


iSo-A Hlaa>l,e (leran/BnAlhAeMcinT- 
i|TiE,rtvr*tie*-enl > .'' Uie»Cn«|>ciM«™l 
Scniac. l'a»-n Rath killc. 

Heart Umnd ~.cum Maw an a Lalam. 

euiii l(-ih EaJutbxI. The Rev 1 a IK- BMmx'enn 
PM6 HridmrX. rv Kn ft» ®4 In KV-.e 1 tan W 
EedaM-Meulwi.eiDdlval) The Pn SJX 
Coual. (;i*fn II--A tu^eenu. .J.Wpm Oral 
ElOK Sesimat k.tyeiKmi&ta.«J»l 
Sonic. Her Pea 

RDTCeTCOTEIW. -txn HC lianCb-nlEukarta. 

Sun-iC in U Oat The Ihm Oral Eras- 

a-i. kiej >c E Oat |Nn ;i 
SI IBBDS esWOHIL lima HC: vjnCoia BaOah- 
^-■i 1 Dctd- ftoeih Eathww IV MnBvCamc 
ft I*pn cTimf Siicss tbowa in B tbc TV t«- 
■ i-T-l .-r tineivg. Ilanu-M ia A OaL TV 

MaP-o Cft-n. 


IvaMaieCIteMiMn: 
1 lam Vtann Moa. Men Mil-* 

ST VASES 0BH2WL tro IIC. H*tjm Malar Hun 
sn« tmaea. laegfcaa kilbm ib ij miner IV 
ter. Ge-'icr C at-V .« L‘[m Lun-qi I'm in D. 
IV Ret Uaailex Manehn: 5. 1 tfm ( trsm Recual K 
SiaTtk n laf - ea 

uuimyuiifsn \ai HC. I 'Jam Maun HmRB 
L Cm CVnuL- laier II llm Wtl fcaclariv. 
C v-t H a -ciru-i.M. tan- t»eit>,miJ'lr.A.li>ii 
E-en-ia. SUi-a.-fJ m Iwha Nr AnviJ 
BetmUe Rrciftl K Ittiqbai Vo.a-1 

I3a.n; iCta Im oc Vnix. TV LV ar. 
jCimrewuComm. ills CVnl Lmlai-I. Mr>> 
t.’r paa *ieea IpnO,. C*t--n Ih^n CBohnc: <pe 
CbTall.n.v^.sWdiBCCamfeie vlui> 
ora. fc ,nei k"l ot C-vnw haei Oral I'* 
al-jnf Vfiihe-.. i iTjlrtlruui 

BUIftiyU CCffKBL rjri. Sss. r-aa Mss. I'lm 
tleiemrimr iri'enMcenlljai ift-aivhe 


.HjenTjata'InBr i. 12pm Xle*: '.Vyen S-toro Ve". 
pcit aevl fcmlehim Mermiicei prana mnA*e- 
nj'. i-VTan'i. la KcaiJ H -Vkk Cartn-, t.vi-en. 

Tpm Mara 

~ “ ' . Idithm 


wl *•>]» Mauri, llaa 1 knoe (jlBrc7- Arsn,, ° e 
Cham and Ch val Mai. mas in Oivtx. 

onoHaonw KsumH * m Hima or bb flta- 
tie Meta. I amt-B MW MAta (M» Janax*. 
Chmal Mam ■« IV hn"-jn a>l Zluma UaJUam 
earns eeChniuh Slnmac. 

CmaSftCFITSIfntaVnMata. L-nl-ai «'II 
PJ.enmi thrav I -loer*. Tr*h' * rail Sjlta LVr.it 
Mine, bob: is Chan eh Stmaira- 
tta»aiff8r!XKBBiaWEIS«SS.UiBl"n Wit 

1 1 ai Serrira- Ih :1s Name f'at <rt iV Cbaoeh «illi 
lUeranfCN-TVifc" Caoua Pt tlarJi *: .V ichhr fcjp 
H I .ienrrtrar*\ VeTeun T.-t t.opKiWj] Altar. 

COeeti taft «i tine-.'* PtbvT- -v.bb IK:. 1 1 I Non 
NecLoikanl Cam-nl Vi.,IM anci.ei 
netareTCtatirihatatkatiNlhlLWCL Ham 
Vt$£fltfiaM.tnl]crjiBnirpak:lltmvVLThc Kajhi 
Ke Eh Th"tt. Bedel 

CVpti tart r«a rf IniUm 1 1 'am HC (I Ml 
Mania a ml Snoira Bra ram in C t ti-m 1 ti Mhl 




llnfi-m f.mrt LUsi IIC llaa 
Chrsd EuchmoL Mans Ire lira ■ . vet i P*i J>- Vn 
Oral I ton. -at- P*vm in I 
fafXtiaCMlrt tJPamirt II IMm Phirae 5eiru. 
li_ami l*H Bid. *-"ah Ai)Jr» Nival Wl t LNai III . 
i/a-u Seme BehrrL Mivu Soncii n.mam .1 rKoft 
hni. TV Her Mpre U-iJrv 

Isoti Start tVeltim’ -r Para aiv SR I lloniJaall 
IPlMoahraaipLuUi'JIIII. fhe ba l.acgaiL-nc 


cUpti 


_ . _ 7 J IffTP Mr-rrwnv 

!uad» iijiNvor i TV He* l.ra Him*. 

8 Mta (tart Green* eeh. SKI 1 * 1 lam 

Nib< fcuehm-l. lie Ural ml’ TV Re" R BasUei 


UMsaiMBsVreltrannJSirccl.J i'l HjcaNam^ 

fcaiclaairj. tab-l Ihlca Ikbon. 

M UMt ttainrel SRcel. W| taol I Mat.: 
tlijium Mnereer Pom. 1 1 am lltch Mm.Tha Rev 
r l.rtltial.rae " l‘-(ioi lam Maa, s.4etoji L*etn- 
-*■« ami Benninlv *e Wa"4a-Ii*t_ Ixi.l'll. Ranfl 
■SMV Pune* Bikfcc SWh rtanllC.KwnS'iirw 
tmkartsr. II. Siam IhoiiH Luchan*!. ifie Sunp 
liruv«m 

■ Satir Lmntaana PUa, Wl. «m» I., roman* uv. r I ad 
hXtpw lim Seevke- The Rev rtuil hau-n 

Mia SH Ctatie 1 44 'TairaA Su ec*. SW? Ram I UC 

llljfll UiiUeaV. sieve. I Iasi Mnima Or Mai Li 
Ik an ItlJpollC: lapoa l>crra*K. TV Rev Dr r 
tlnjr 

tap tati. KramptiT. Biraa «' 'anill'.MV ttai 

Vavn leaner. I Iran Irr-eiRil trfavv. IV kci 
Nroah Malbr.rftn. 7.Vpm lal rarol Serave. TV Bra- 
Nidi be 

Vh tnOft Piiacc On-. I M-ral N«- •> ertaoi 
dean-j. HamlVa-jtLmluira.lv Me- Cl .M eh.- 
Ml 

ta|HBj5hiaroSiieet.SWT K4S»HC Ham Sane 
Lahhanu. Mjm (in thur vrCtiiHraJL OeKeel.* 
>(Mft .Uik» . K’ rrr.vmn Nos f*V«ri 1ft 
Bra hen I era* 

ZMft He Sticrl I ■ a- 1 1 am l.la-i al \|j|in. an J 
Liuhan->LVhaVninii laa-m la-hui Uir- i-.ainm 
thill Lana.as.Cai". I.BmOaM- 
SItarottPat'njniLBii.’i Ilnm.Nfl lnaraneOip. 
Nnmtrt :<*v*ce Vt'tmainiM.iani TV Ke* M LV 
aJ«vn. 

Nfotaf ’ l IV fcoa b t Mtalmt - iW< IftanlfLl lljsn 
•HovEmkorai, Whrtlii* Ip 1 1 . TV Ka. ti HaX 
iCmtm.aSfciimawm.NiUii.N-U I lli.fjmMjlin. 

1 lam Wum M..— TV- V«w. 

51 BoomX BL-ailvn Waa. UXT: IHne Vue Lia 
al.iei r. IVm llaillci n IH|*n ( iiiwbil It IN ere 
llailki. 

I SbtiV't. ILnvtvi Natm. »l t Vtjm IK’. I lam 
j ‘•aarolaa.lrairj. MiarakremUriUajai.L lhcha.a'l.a 


SmmrKudtfh- N-hUmllL. Ham VSKhmlevise, 
TV Rea Ih.mU Keeaaev * aNpm Lieiims Pmwi 
9 ham c Saa.ce naadan WSiUmlK'. HLkVaVms 
FiK-harau. Mlau bpe MairolU il-aleu rural. Mr 
VcV4r. n-hltr. fra Cnlkno V.pl 
a tam MuncB II0L N W Nan IIC: fthtim. I lam 
M"r»D|e iVlraNn. The Use Alci ILw cVkm 
temois hwhe. IV Bare Ptahji Mok-Q. 
StafaUilt'oitit IML Ll J - ICLVimoi S ure 
Luctiraeu.Thc Krv Ji-taa PaaiL 
9 BhU link I’aik rreusni, WS Him IIL". IRmn 
INtWi 1 auBma.ee. The Be* Thualalrtn Blrehaid 
hJftm 1 reiWrip Neevtte. Mrt /akeae MeMulhea 
a Btiax SnaU.nl lln^dtro. ri*- Ham Hamlh 
CaiBumiman. The Use Mjiu [hdnafcn: Whwn 
I lentnp liitei w ilNwv.The Rare [RieMRkliroK 

a Jtak Bta a*a VW* Kooi (ft.. Tamh 
t .nmmmujii. llamNunclaadanK. Mavahme-Nift- 
U I loom lie TVotllawini tVVkm 
aLdB'tMbraNiiecl.Swn. Rjoi IIC inaftaanStaira 
Lin tulrJ. Noudian WUUome Ib l> mm.— The Met 
Web Itai-ani. laXam r..ro--K. Rrp *c an |V I. .nil 
ahn 1 Krill, nail. TV Rev I *craM Etuiartramp 
afttartta Ram I aoeer Thanes Sitccl PC': I In 
Crte —My e 

®tam*b«raireiaH»T I lorn .Name CoehotO. 
I Mir in 1. TV Kra Hr Bad BmMiaa 
amm-Beseni elhit Paod.h-Wi unUC.UNn 

t-.inah ( . ■ -rrarj re , , r_ M^n Nana Lue-hBriei. WVn e, 

*V h-eaple Mar> »«H i LaxaieJi. TV her Kmc lor 
icn 

a ta»* m ta Nk *XZ Vm I |C. uVIjuVh 
Ihc tin, II .TfanMuur.ulinkaSnu. Tin 
Kce Itcrehmil V hum bubo. IChBim IIC TV Rev 
WitaB RiKWnral, 1 rS|«nCMnm Narevr. The fee 
Gtiheri Lau tjea Lheal liii.-ew. rjq«] Lera one 
Saratee Oa V'un 

9 Bar UVc. Vtowwt i'mic. *\ nom IIC. i ntro 

Pen* LanXuilal, tin Bc» I iieli. II.I.‘-on Qnd 

Mata* Mr ?J Pan: 11‘riellL": V(tow r.i-rs-roL 
TV VkJl 


9 Hot taU |ta . Kmum/l-ia ftuk Rood. SKIP 
i.ainan M—TT.DC 1No>er. Iiiim Panel) Mara, h 
MeJpel llaal: .Jpn line 

9taj"L FVewirc I LB. NU> "ton HC niJUaniViefa 
LroJurn. IW o L. Ma. .\mu Liimpnn. ripm 
Chnert Car ovine ho Cainhcmx, 

9 VM md M h«*. Ikill.oiJ raft. Uti. Nan, lie. 
Him Bird Eneliaxiw. h.hjpca ferayaip 
BMrMrts Che. or Square. hUI- hi I'amCMdrene 
Hall llino-. II. em M. mains Piener. The Bee Chario 
Mamnaro Ipoi iBtnmrat IIC. TV kee ChmiupVT 

(MllFVn 

Knad NWl. |d,Vum Sung Mas*. 
Clutral Lreteujif 

a Wh Will® Place XU1 Saau -Jam IK: llata 
N-demn Eachami. Uia fr.i Ijaaa eiecev (Heuli 
Cam® >eiem« Pmei 

SMU LLah® Sqeare.SU I- S I tam IIC: heanFim. 
U> Ludaairai: Ilro Suro Ludunei. ft PH TaUeei 
ataP*LSlrealhBBLSW|iertmB Lam Mam. in e n— r. 
'**“ ttaa. Ilaiwaaol IB A Ikac uJ0|bb Saksui 
tieaoaT^.eaJ IlcaeaVih.h. Bmer In D 
aStitaoT. ChwOei BaiaJL SW7; San. <Vm L rao. 
Mjm. 1 lam %<kma Maw. Mrrea Ptn ctijpni lc rev 
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E<fe 9pm C4. : Multiple sclerosis 
S™f Can Loder fahwej thinks she has 
stumWed on a cure for MS, but the medical 
e^ablistynent is .sceptical.- FeHow sufferers are 
bating a path to tertiobr, however f6J43J. 
Film; Breaking In (Bill Forsyth 1989 US) 
10pm C4, Forsyth'S characterful American . 
aewit starred Bdrt Reynolds as* veteran ' 
burglar who finds himself taking a younger, 

■morftreckless thief under his' wing (923785). 
Omnibus 10.40pm BBC1. Tate Gallery tie-in 
Raul Cezanne mania starts here { 530853. 1 


Bating with the Past 10am R4FM. A weird, 
.ftyi .Bu.rprtsingly enjoyable panel game that 
takes the 1066 and All That view of history - 
academics' decide whether great figures of the 
T»st were a Good Thing or a Bad Thing, 

= storting with Queen Victoria. . 


TUESDAY 


The Decision: The Wrong Body 9pm C4 
(above). Female-to-male transsexuals - and 
how they get a more sympathetic hearing in 
the Netherlands (4273). 

The House 9 .30pm BBC2. All is not well in 
the famous Crush Bar, where barmen Peter 
and Bill, each with more than 30 years ser- 
vice, are- not talking (360235). 

Film: Switching Parents (Linda Otto 1992 
US) 10pm C4. The case of the 12'year-old 
American boy who "divorced 1 ’ his parents 
(878235). 


The Reith Lectures - The Language Web 
8.30pm R4. Jean Aitchison begins her 
trawl through linguistics with a poke in the 
eye tor all those people who get upset over 
split infinitives,' glottal stops and the 
decay of language. 


WEDNESDAY 


Delia Smith's Winter Collection 8.30pra . 
BBC2. Bake successful cakes in the last of 
Delia's mega-series (2026). 

Hollywood Men 9pm fTV. The shamelessly 
glitzy Carlton “expose” looks at how fame and 
riches can become a star's undoing, with Mar- 
tin Sheen and Elliott Gould explaining the pit- 
falls. We should have such troubtes..: (8533J. 
Under the Sun 9.30pm BBC2 (above). 

A study of African pygmies and their 
symbiotic relationship with neighbouring- 
tribes (557281). 


Paupers and Pig Killers 2pm R4. The / 
bumptious, splenetic diaries of William 
Holland, a Somerset parson on the cusp of ' 
the 18th and 19th centuries, dramatised - . 
there's the wreck of something excellent here, 
but it collapses into feeble comedy. 


My Brilliant Career 8pm BBC2. Derek Hatton 
(above) relives hferise and rise through 
Militant and. Liverpool City Council - and his 
subsequent expulsion from Labour and . 
indictment for fraud (1021). 

French and Saunders 930pm BBC1. .The 
BBCsPride and Prejudice finds itself 
spoofed (13885). "* 

Devil's Advocate 22.30pm C4, Should Hong 
Kong Chinese be allowed tp buy British 
citizenship -to pay for repatrisiing British 
Afro-Caribbeans?. (467885 ). . 


Cause Cettbre 9.30am R4. Jenni Milts talks 
to Kevin Calfan -jailed for battering his 
disabled step-daughter to death, he taught ' . 
-himself neurology and had his conviction 
quashed; but life hasn't been much easier 
for him since. - 


FRIDAY 


Friday 6pm C4. “Thank Four It’s Friday". 
I. 05 * «n case you were wondering, as Chris 
E? 3 !? i 3 ™*) hopes to continue his winning 
streak in the 6pm slot once made essaitial 
by-both Ready Steady Go and The 
Tube (53880). 

Alison’s Last Mountain 9.30pm BBC1. K2 
was climber Alison Hargreaves's last moun- 
tain- she died on h last year. Chris Terrif/'s 
film follows Hargreaves's husband and their 
two children on a journey of remembrance to 
K2 (3088538). 


Welsh Rarebits 10pm R2. Glenys 
Kinrtock smeared with melted cheese? 
Alas, no-, just an unimaginative pun as the 
title for her survey of culture in Wales, 
which takes over the' Radio 2 Arts 
Programme slot. 






BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


7.30 The Adventures of Sfdppy. Marsupial playmate 
(R)(S) (9578162). 

7.55 Ptaydays (R) (S) (8866384). 

8-15 Suefios - World Spanish. Welcome to 

Extremadura (S) (8456988). 

830 Breakfast with Frost (67988). 

930 TheBjgftjestion. Mark Lawson puts it to Melvyn 
Bragg (S) (26786692. 

9.45 First Ugd (SJ (283758). 

10.15 See Hear! (S) (102839 ). 

10.45 The French Experience (SJ (9074891). 

11.00 The 11th Hour (SJ (32 704). 

12.00 CountayFBe (SJ (1 1618). 

1230 On the Record (44384). * 

130 EastEhders (R) ( S. ) (7075015). * 

235 0®a The Champ (Franco Zeffirelli 1979 US). 
Sugary gunk from Zeffirelli in his Hollywood 
debut, a tear-tugging (if you're that soft) remake of 
King Vidor’s 1931 tele of a washed-up boxer (Jon 
Wright) trying to hold on to his son (Ricky 
Schroder) after the re-appearance of tire boy's 
mother- Faye Dunaway (55382094J. * 

4.50 The Clothes Show. Spring fashions and so-called 
cures for baldness (SJ (4247471). * 

530 Black Hearts in Battersea. 5/6. A plot to 

assassinate the Duke of Battersea (SJ (1814162). 

5.45 News, Weather (551452). * 

6.05 Regional News (909636). 

6.10 Songs of Praise. Sir Harry Secombe visits 
Wormwood Scrubs (SJ (505636J. 

6.45 Antiques Roadshow (SJ (205384). * 

730 Pie in the Sky. A food inspector calls: the last of 
this fine series (SJ09256SJ. 

830 As Time Goes By (SJ (J 71471). * 

8.50 News. Weather (J28549J. * 

9.05 A Mug's Game. 2/4. Continuing Donna 
FranceschikPs excellent love-among-the- 

^ fish-packers drama. Redundancy loomsfor Kathy, 
and to make matters worse, the delinquent Con Is 
making advances (SJ (542758). * 

10.00 Ruby Wax Meets Pamela Anderson. See Preview. 
p24(S) (61177). 

1030 Howto Be a LfttteS*d (SJ (392892). * 

10.40 Everyman: Suburban Sisters. See Preview. p24 
(SJ (66I723J. * 

1130 QBI Gung Ho (Ron Howard 1986 US). Foreman 
Michael Keaton keeps the peace between a 
Pennsylvanian car factory workforce and its new 
Japanese owners in this uncertain comedy 
co-starring George Wendt, Mfmi Rogers and John 
Turturro (343471). 

1.15 The Sky at Night (SJ (5372495J. * 

135 Whether (6569766). To 1.40am. 

REGIONS. Nl: 2.55pm Now You're Talking. 320 The 
Ice Princess. 4.20 Ramify Farm. 


6.15 Open University: Pl/re Maths (2168636). 6.40 
Maths Methods (5352 758). 7.05 Edison - the 
Invention of Invention (2549655J. 7.55 Open 
Advice - Learning to Leam (S855278). 8.20 The 
Changing Experience of Education (6187029). 

9.10 Children’s BBC: Jackanory (2 055636). 9.25 
Phantom 2040 (335W7JJ. 9.50 Highly Sprung! 
(2170181). 10.15 Grange Hill (5502592J. 

10.40 Agent Z and the Ravguin from Mars 
(9186742). 1 1 .05 As Seen on TV (5SS72 64J. 

11.30 Top Score (2956487). 

11.45 Star Trek (R) (4935902). * 

1235 Fantasy Football League (S) (3480568). 

1.05 Singled Out (84868549). 

130 Regional Programmes (50742J. 

2.00 Snooker -the Masters. John Parrott takes on Tony 
Dragp, and Terry Griffiths meets 17-year-old 
Matthew Stevens, in the first round of the 
£460.000 contest (SJ (52724549). 

4.20 Ski Sunday. Featuring the men's downhill from 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, and the 
women's downhill •from Crans-Montana, 
Switzerland (SJ (6909655J. 

4.55 Rugby Special. Highlights of yesterday's Five 
Nations matches (SJ (6988162). 

535 Natural World. Fifi, who is 37 years old and the 
world's most dosely studied chimp i'SJ (293655). 

6 .45 The Big Trip. Breathless yoof-oriented travelogue 
finds Andrew and Matt in Tobago, and Ade and 
Raul in Tangiers (SJ (203926). * 

730Timewatch. Young offenders from 1 973 - where 
are they now? See Preview, p24 (Followed by 
Talking Cezanne } (98382 OJ. * 

830 The Money Programme. Montreal-based 
company Castor Holdings went bust in 1992, 
owing creditors more than £1 billion, and sought 
to blame toe worldwide property crash for its 
downfall. But was it fraud - and has Castor 
chairman Wolfgang Stolzenberg got away with the 
perfectcrime? (SJ (806487). * 

9.00 The Tourist The Tower of London, the Changing of 
the Guard. Westminster Abbey - it's what 
London’s all about, isn’t ft? See Preview. p24 (SJ 
(530433). * 

9j 50 Snooker- the Masters. Highlights (S) (979365). 

1130 Weatherview (970013). 

1135 BBS Matewan (John Sayles 1987 USJ. Gripping 
drama about labour and race relations in a 1920s 
West Virginian coal-mining town, where the 
bosses are cutting rates of pay far the local work- 
force, and shipping in blacks and Italians 
(33890623J. To 1.45am. 

2.00 The Learning Zone. To 6. 00am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 1.30pm Welsh Lobby. 4.55 Scrum 
5. Nl: 1.30pm Country Times. 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 The Sunday Review. 6.30 News and 
Sport. 7.00 The Sunday Programme (1 6742J. 

8.00 Disney Club (SJ (68468487). * 

10.1 5 Link (SJ (8681 926). * 

1030 Sunday Matters. Includes music from Christian 
rave band Cutting Edge, and 11.00 Morning 
Wbrship from St Mary's Church, Hitchin, Herts (SJ 
(85655). 

1230 Crosstalk (Followed by London Weather) 

(55297). 

1.00 News, Weather (37731384). * 

1.10 Jonathan Dimbleby (9359609J. 

2.00 Yesterday's Heroes. Bob Latchford and Andy Gray 
(9891). 

230 The Sunday Match. Chariton Athletic vs Crystal 
Palace. Brian Moore and George Graham are in 
the commentary box (14964520). 

5.05 The London Programme. Unsolved murders in 
the capital (8589723). 

535 Local News, Weather (913758). * 

5.45 News, Weather (820094). * 

6.00 BBS] The Karate Kid HI (John G Avildsen 1969 
US). Our young karate champ becomes alienated 
from Miyagi, his original mentor, and is taught by 
a rival to fight dirty (SJ (6278). * 

8.00 A Touch of Frost A student is attacked on 
campus. David Jason's laconic copper 
investigaies(S)(1723). * 

10.00 Lights, Camera, Action: a Centenary of the 
Cinema. Superficial history of the cinema looks at 
the partnership of music and film. Debbie 
Reynolds, Whitney Houston and Madonna help 
out (SJ (3758).* 

11.00 News, Weather <571471). * 

11.15 Spitting Image. The week satirised in rubber (SJ 
(278471). 

11. 45 The London Lecture. Repeated, no doubt, 
because of the current interest in The House. 

Royal Opera House General Director Jeremy 
Isaacs explains how the city needs to feet better 
about itself (R) (21 1 346). 

12.45 BUB independence (John Patterson 1987 USJ. 
Pilot tor a western series that never was, about an 
avenging sheriff. The creative consultant was one 
of the team behind Hill Street Blues, and 
apparently it shows (343230). 

230 Cue the Music. Former Roiling Stone Mick Taylor 
in con cert (3049940). 

3.35 5EEI Where the Heirs That Gold? (Burt Kennedy 
1988 US). Willie Nelson in a comedy 
western - as a mercenary in search of hidden 
grid (7700360). 

5.05 ITV Sport Classics (R) (5702037). 

530 News (1 6969J. To 6. 00am. 


635 Transworid Sport (R) (1 780907). 

7.20 Take 5. With The Magic Roundabout , Bush Tails , 
Natalie, Ivor the Engine and Jaggy Bear (SJ 
(9670015). 

7.45 The Magic School Bus (SJ (239S8J. 

8.15 Hong Kong Phooey (8472926J. 

830 Stunt Dawgs (71 9 7407). 

8.55 Biker Mice from Mars (R) (8642592). 

9.20 The Secret World of Alex Mack (3337520J. 

9.50 Earthworm Jim (SJ (21 72549J. 

10.15 Saved by the BeU (195549). * 

10.45 Wise Up. Junior reportage, including an 

investigation into tampon dispensers in schools 
(187520). 

11.15 Rawhide (144075). 

12.15 Mission Impossible. On the trail of Hitler's hidden 
fortune (431013). * 

1.15 Football Italia. AC Milan vs Roma (52504988). 

3.35 BDS1 The Captive Heart (Basil Dearden 1946 

UK). Attempt to make a near docu-drama FtoW 
story gainfully employs a roll-call of stalwart 
character actors (Mervyn Johns, Jack Warner, 
Gordon Jackson, Basil Radford) around the more 
interesting casting of Michael Redgrave. He is in 
the central role of a Czech captain forced to 
pose as a dead English officer in order to escape 
an alternative date with destiny and the 
Gestapo (844988J. 

5.30 Hollyaaks. Last Monday's bubble of teen soap 
(452J. 

6.00 The Persuaders! Cheesy early Seventies bottom- 
slappers Brett and Danny get mixed up in the 
kidnapping of a poor little rich girt (34758). * 

7.00 Time Team. Tony Robinson and earth-moving 
chums have a nose round Navan in Northern 
Ireland, modem site of Emain Madia, home of the 
ancient king* of Ulster (SJ (2029). * 

8.00 Wired World. Reports include a look at the efforts 
- official and otherwise - to secure the first stories 
and photos of Rosemary West in jail. Plus, the 
advisors who make sure TV cop shows get it right, 
and how the media perpetuates the Lodi Ness 
myth. Yes, you've spotted the tie-in: Ted Danson's 
new L och Ness movie (SJ (7297). 

830 HBQ Driving Miss Daisy (Bruce Beresford 1989 
US). White mistress and black chauffeur Jessica 
Tandy and Morgan Freeman bicker and bond, in 
an Oscar-winning manner, from 1948 to 1973. 

(SJ (35241 384). * 

10.25 B3SI sex, lies and videotape (Steven Soderbergh 
1 989 US). See The big picture. p24 (91 6902). 

12.15 EBB Kabhi Kabhie (Yash Chopra 1976 Ind). 
Fairfy staple Bollywood metodramatics: a poet 
falls in love with a young woman whose parents 
oppose their marriage (32370940). To 3.20am. 


ITV/Regions 

UGUA 

As London except: 12_3Qpm James Bond Junior 
rS529/i. 2.00 Countrywde C989 J J. 2.30 KxAOfl Lne 1 . 
(14964920). 5.05 Duty Free (8599723X il.45 Hut 
Prearci45: ins AngeJes Mice IS7057QI. lASam H& 
tel Babytcn [35 152 1 77. 225am Late A loud (6 756476) 
3.25am Coach (44175940). 3.55am 5t*n (9807853). 
5. 00- 5 30am Funny Business (87380). 

nffiTEESflOMSHSE 

As London except: 12 J 5pm Tyne. Newsweek 
(9697391 1 tote: Van Can Cook (9613839). 2.00 Mur- 
det. She Wrote (1 3543461 2-55 Flint Carry On Nurse 
(887589071 430 The Richard White k*v Show 
(86073). 11.45 Farit fVtecl People (828162). 
1.3 Own Rktt Haha Shatshaali C0232 11\ 430- 
530am Jottflnder (70698). 

carau. 

As London except: 1230pm Central Newsweek 
(35607581 2.00 It's Your Shoul (9S91). 2.30 The 
Central Match - Uve (78260029). S.10 Out House 
(8588094). 11.45 The Ward the Wbrkb <21 J3-J6J. 
5.05am JoOfirder (12027471 5.20-530am Asian 
Eye tJ 38/766). 


As London except 1235pm West- West Eye View 
(9697897 L Itetei- Face b Rath (9697897). 2L00 West- 
The Middle Aj^s {98977. WfeJes: Welsh Agenda (989 77- 
230 West West Match Pius (67075). Wales: Soccer 
Sunday (67075) 330 Mfest: Wish You Were Hoe...? 
(8391 Wbtei: Survival (839J. 4.00 Film: Prince c4 Bel 
Air (287844711 11.45 Film Pttcret 45: Ub Ange- 
les Police (670520). 1 ASm ttXel Bahytan 13575211). 
235am Late & Loud (6756476). 335am Coach 
(441759401. 3.55am Shift (9807853). 5.00-5.3 Oam 
Funny Business (8)360). 

NEBBUH 

As London ea*pt 1230pm Sewn Days (81 7507 31 
2M Wish Vfau Ware Here...? (969JJ. 230 The MerM- 
an Maich - Uve (78260029). 5.10 Dogs w'rth Dun- 
bat (8588094). HAS FBm The New Centurions 
(670520). 1.45am Hotel Babylon R 57 527 7). 
23 Sam Late & loud (6756476). 335am Coach 
(441 759401. 335am Shift (9807853). 5.00- 
530am Funny Buskkss (81360). 

HESTCODNTffT 

As London except 1230pm Westcauntry Update 
(3560758). 2.00 The Middle A^s (9891). 230 WBst- 
counby weekend Match (3741. 3.00 Ffcm Airport 80 
- The Ooncnde 194556636). S.10 Getaways (8588094). 
1145 F3rre Preand 45: Los Anptes Police (6705 20) 
135am Hotel Babylon (357527)1 225am late A Loud 
(6756476) 335am Coach (441 759401 335am Shift 
(98078537. 5. 00-5 30am Funny Business (8I360L 


As C4 except 835am Dennis (4703452). 9.10 The 
Secret Wfartd o I Atex (7979131) 930 Moviewotch 
(4485346). 10.10 Heflycata (5627897). 11.15 The 
Averts (1844331 1.15 Round a Rwvnd (477655) 
135 top (4769261. 2.10 Tbcyn Tfnoi (1384723) 3.10 
Blister Keaton (3229487). 335 F*ne For the Love ot 
Ben| ( 7004723 1 530 Y Cwm (8253276a 735 

Dechrai Cmu Dechrau IB833S4JL 735 Neves (620762). 
800 Twno 057787 L 830 Y ftic (25 1 687) 930 Salih 
Ar Y Sul (297839). 10.10 San Steton (4535681. 1030 
Fftn: ftiiater (628073461 1230- 130am Secret Hte 
tory The Roswell Inodert (7923292). 


Radio 


Radiol 

w&wimiw 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 2.00 Trevor Nelson’s 
Rhythm Nation 4.00 UK Top 40 

7.00 Oasis: What's the Story? 8.00 
Radio 1 Rock Show 10.00 Andy 
Kershaw 12.00 Mark Tonderai 
4.00-630am Clive Warren 

Radio 2 

moimfw 

7.00am Don Maclean 9.05 
Michael Aspel 10-30 Hayes on 
Sunday 12.00 Desmond Carrington 

2.00 Benny Green 3.00 David Ja- 
cobs 4.00 Those Beautiful Ballad 
Jteis 430 Sing Something Simple 
StoO Sunday Soapbox 7.00 Jeffrey 
Archer 8410 Sunday Haif Hour 

9.00 Alan Keith 10.00 Magic 
Moments. See Choice. 12.05 Steve 
Madder 3 . 00 - 7. 00am Alex Lester 

Radio 3 

OGLZ-92.4MHZ FW 

7.00am Sacred and Profane. 

.8.55 Choice of Three. 

9.00 Brian Kay's Sunday Morning. 
Includes Weber: Overture: Oberon. 
Strauss: Dance of the Seven Vais. 
Bartak: Hungarian Sketches. 

12.15 Music Matters. 

' LOO News; From the Proms 1995. 
Bartole Music for strings, percus- 
sion and celesta. Debussy: Jeux. 
Boulez: Le Solefl des eaux. Mes- 
' siaen: Et exspecto resurrec- 
Uonem mortuorum. - 
2 JO After the Revolution. French 
nuaic for violin and piano, 
played by Sophie Languor ana 
pianist Nigel Hill. 

330 Spirit of the Age. Micheiene 

demonstrates the versa- 
tility of the recorder. 

A30 The BBC Orchestras. BBC 
Scottish SO/Jerzy Maksymiuk- 
Serenade for strings. Thea 
Musswfc Autumn Sonata, lain 
Hamilton: Symphony No 2. 
5451)16 Sunday Feature: Over the 
. . ^iplce. Aplay by Roberta 

bask on the fife of the Itaf- 
POrtTbrouato Tasso. With An- 
-^Taaer-and Edward de Souza. 

Mendelssohn. 

iXiartet Gunther 
String Quartet No 3. 

;5SSKr ,<tartt,, . F 



Choice 


Satellite 


Edmund White remembers the 
mage of Rome in Sentimental 
Journey (11.45am R4J; Ian 
McDiarmid is magically over the 
top in Marfowe's The Jew of Malta 
(7.30pm R3); and hey presto, 
M^ic Moments (10pm R2, left) 
celebrates the 90th birthday 
of toe Magic Circle. 


Radio 4 

Q2.4-94.GMHz FH lSBtdtz IN) 

6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Something Understood. 

635 Wdsther. 

7.00 News. 

7.10 Sunday Papers. 

7.15 On Your Farm. 

7.40 Sunday. 

B-50 The Week’s Good Cause. 

833 Weathec 

9.00 News. 

9.10 Sunday Papers. 

9.15 Letter from America. 

9 JO Morning Service. 

10.15 The Archers. 

11.15 Medlumwave. 

11.45 Sentimental Journey. (3/5). 
See Choice. 

12.15 Desert Island Discs. With 
the photographer Etre Arrow. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 The World This Weekend. 
135 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 Gardeners' Question Tima. 
23 Q Classic Serials Glitter of Mica. 

By Jessie Kesson. 

330 Pick of the Week. 

4.15 Analysis. 

5.00 News; Cnmescapes. (a/o). 
530 Poetry Please! 

5J50 Shipping Forecast. 

5.55 Weather. 

6^0 Six O'clock News. 

6 15 Feedback. 

6J30 In Search of the National ln- 
teresL ffir Charles Powell ®lks to 
Ruud Lubbers, former prime 
minister of the Netherlands. 

7.00 Children’s BBC Radio 4: Tales 
from the Perilous Realm. By 
jrr Tolkien. 

730 A Good Read. 

8.00 (LW) Open University: VIP& 
wS mSs- 8.30 a Virtue^ 
Matte: Hope- 9-00 American 
SS^sati^: Arthur Hdler. 

9 20 Educating immigrann: a 
Dutch View. 9.40 Jewish Enig- 
ma: TheWato-ngFeopte. 


9-40 CtwfcWaia , tepe 
I sraelites in mm 


.-See Choice. 
t Bach: The 
sat. Brian 
Sconce pop- 


ular but 

ill ci « ... njpteciBd oratorio. 
11.15-1230BHI. Rood Review. 


O.UU inn/ im"" - 

830 (PM) That's Htetog- 
9 00 (FM) Cause Cetebre. u4i 
9 ;” (FM) 

Readings of erotic poetry. (J m 
939 Weather. 

10-00 News. 

10.15 Medicine Now. 


10.45 The Final Frontier. C4/6J. 

11.15 In Committee. 

11.45 Seeds of Faith. 

12.00 News. 

12.30 The Late Story: tWefi Central 
by Fay Wteidon. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 
1.00am As World Service. 

Radio 5 

1691 909kHz Itm 

6.05am Straight Up 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Sunday 

with Mair 1135 Special Assignment 

12.00 Midday Edition 12.15 The 
Big Byte 1.05 Baker and Kelly Up 
Front 230 Gary Lineker's Sunday 
Sport 6.05 Jim and the Doc 7.00 
News Extra 735 The Add Test 8.05 
Taking Drugs Seriously 835 Asian 
Respective 9.00 Dailyn Worldwide 
10.05 Out This Week 1035 Crime 
Desk 11.00 Night Extra 12.05 
Nlghtcall 2.05 Up Afi Night 5.00- 
6J)Oam Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

mn-ioimm 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Classic 
Romance 12.00 Celebrity Choice 

2.00 Alan Mann 3.00 Masterclass 
4-00 Robert Booth 7.00 Book 
Browse 8.00 Evening Concert, 
Tchaikovsky. The Nutcracker; Steep- 
ing Beauty. Delius: Idyile de Print- 
emps. Iberti Hlsfoires. Tchaikovsky. 
Minature March. Stravinsky: Suite 
No 2. Britten: St Nicolas. 10.00 
Howard’s Week 12.00 Andre Leon 
4.00-6.00am Mark Griffiths 

Virgin Radio 

(1215, 1197-1260 WE HW 1053Mfc M 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 10.00 
Graham Dene 2.00 Nicky Home 

6.00 Mitch Johnson 10.00 Gary 
Davies 2.00-6.QQam Robin Banks 

World Service 

1.00am Wortd News 140 Press Re- 
view 1.15 Red Dwarf L30 Anything 

Goes 230 Newsday 230 Comj»» 
of the Month 3.00 world MW&15 
Sports Roundup 330 AKfDrfhBM- 
ine4.00 Newsdesk 430 OR the Shelf 
430 Today 445 Red Dwarf 

5.00 Newsday 530 Europe Today 


SKY ONE 

6.00am Hour of Power (54278). 

7.00 Undun (257926). 10.00 
Ghoul- Lashed (57295100). 

1145 The Perfect Family 
(2786346). 1 2.00 The Hit Mix 
(85452). 1.00 Star Trek 

( 94100 1. 2.00 The Adventures of 
Brisco County Junky M54S7J. 

3.00 Star Trek: Voyager (74669). 

4.00 WWF (87346). 5.00 Great 
Escapes fJS9JJ. 530 Mighty 
Morph in Ftower Rangers (7704 i. 

6.00 The Simpsons f46J7J. 630 
The Simpsons (8297). 7.00 Bev- 
erly Hills 90210 (22907). 8.00 
Star Trek: Vriyagsr f31655i. 9.00 
Highlander (71897). 10.00 Rene- 
gade (21278). 1130 Seinfeld 
(88075). 1130 Duckman 
(60742). 12.00 60 Minutes 
(23360). 1.00 She- Wolf of Lon- 
don (48259). 2.00-6-OOam Hit 
Mix Long Play (1907196). 

SKY MOVIES 

6.00am f Remember Mama 
<1948} (53256623J- 830 Mar- 
lowe 11969) (76784365). 10.00 
Conehaads <1993) (77433). 
1230 Pumping Iron II: The 
Wbmen (1985) 146162). 230 
Meteor (1979) (13758). 4.00 
Samurai Cowboy (1993) (8758 K 

6.00 Conehaads (1993) 

(80JSIJ. 730 Weekend at 
Bemie's II (1993) (51926). 9.00 
Murder Onaf I9487J. 10.00 
Against the Wall 0994) 

( 772029. JL 1130 The Mwie 
Shw (9906J7J. 1230 Bad 
Dreams (1988) (455692JJ. 145 
Chantilly Lace (1993) i'668872J. 
3.25-S.OOam Final Chapter - 
Walking Tall (1977) (50843414). 

umauum 

6.00am Little Boy lust (1953) 
(50700). 830 The Gnomes’ Great 
Adventue (54181). 10.00 Skkf 
kicks (1993) (75075). 12-00 Htr- 
riesne Smith (1952) (447041 230 
The Gypsy Warriors (19781 
(362001 430 Whafs Eating 
Gtfeert Grape? (1994) (6100). 630 
Sidekicks (1993) (23636). 830 
ficyca (1993J. Cometft^adverture 
starring James Betoshi (28782). 

10.00 The Getaway (1994). Thriller 
starring Alec Baldwin and Kim 
Basinas (B3520J. 12.00 Bad Ueu- 
tenant (1992) (710853). 140 Pte- 
sion Hsh (1993) (52511834). 
4.004.00am The Gypsy warriors 
(1978) (48747J. 

SV MOVIES GOU 
12.00pm La’s Dance (1950) 
(677041 2.00 Destination Moan 
(2950) (10100). 4vD0 Lawrence of 


Arabia (1962) (3950520). 735 
Carrt Step the Music (1980) 
(252323657. 10.00 Full Meta! 
Jacket (1987) (74S20J. 12.00 
Fast Times at Rkfeemont H0i 
(1982) (23679). 130-3.1 Oam 
The Violent Men (1955) (291259). 

UK GOLD 

7.00am Give Us a Clue 
(4567 3657. 735 Going far Gold 
(4573100L 7J50 The Pink Pan- 
ther Show (77459887. 8.00 
Spring and Autumn (1094278). 
830 And Mother Makes Five 
(2093549). 9 toO When the Boat 
Comes in 0975655). 10.00 The 
Pink Panther Show (1243926 1. 

10.10 Dr Who and the Ribas Op- 
eration (629936367. 12.00 Doc- 
tor at the Top (70973657. 1230 
It Alnl Half Hot, Mum 
[44S96557. 1.00 Film: Doctor at 
Large (12163758). 230 The BiJJ 
(20406549J. 5.10 Bergerac 
(83036520). 630 Some Mothers 
Do ’Ave ’Em (7671384). 7to0 
The Raul Daniels Magic Show 
(6507487). 8.00 Miss Marpie: 
Murder at the Vicarage 
(6424723) 10.00 The Bob 
Monkhouse Show (6345297J. 
10^0 A Very Peculiar Practice 
(5135520). 1130 Reilly Ace of 
Spies (5770100). 12.50 Public 
Eye (1598292). l-50-7.00am 
Shopping at Night (63894360). . 

SW SPORTS 

7.00am Golf - Uve (8937421 

10.00 Opposite Lock (50892J. 

12.00 Goals on Sunday (97907). 
130 Hold the Back Page 
(66655). 230 Futbol Mundial 
(1988). 3.00 Super Sunday - 
Live (89766361 7.00 Ice Hockey 
-Uvefi26J7J. 9 too Football 
Special (616520). 12.00- 
200am Ice Hoclrey (986987. 

SJffSPf»lS2 

7,00am Soccer Extra (8 744920). 
lltoO Rugby Union (39334331 
130 Trans Wbrid Sport (63228391 
230 GoB USA (7587346). 530 
Snowboard Tbur (25284721 StoO 
Opposite Lock (80657041 8.00 
Goff USA (266 1094 L 11.00- 
ltoOam GoS (34822971 

UiE TV 

9to0am AM Live 10.00 The 
Fashion Show 11.00 Video Box 

1.00 A Week in Review 200 
Sport Live 5.00 Best of Busin' 

7.00 Showbiz Live 8.00 A Week 
in Review 9.00 The Fashion Show 
930 Video Box 10.00 Stend-Up 
Live 11.00 The Sex Show 1200 
Stand-Up Uve 1230 The Sox 
Shaw 1.00-6. OOam Night Hours 


Pastimes 

Chess William Hartston 


Perplexity 





Usually the best way to solve 
a’chess problem is to stare at 
the position and wait for 
inspiration. Eventually, the 
answer will jump out of the 
position and hit you between 
the eyes. 

If interocular trauma fails 
to develop, however, you 
sometimes have to tty the 
logical approach. It’s slow, 
but it gets there in the end. 
’Ey this position. It’s White 
to play and mate in two, 
composed by IA Shifman in 
1927. The answer must 


Bridge Alan Hiron 

Love all; dealer West 
North 
4*73 

7109763 . 

0832 

+K42 

Wfest East 

♦J42 *85 

V852 tfAKQJ 

OKQJ 10754 06 
♦none +QJ10875 

South 

♦AKQ1096 

V4 

OA9 

♦A963 


have a good deal to do with 
the bishop on g8, which is 
just waiting to deliver a dis- 
covered check. Any rook 
move, however, is met by 
Qxg8. But if the black queen 
were somehow distracted, 
then any sideways rook 
move would do the trick. 

It's a pity the rook on f4 
is in the way, or we could 
play Rg4 mate. Come to 
think of it, we could play 
Nb4 mate, if only the third 
rank were better guarded. 

Now put them all 
together, and we have the 
answer: what's the move to 
distract the black queen, 
lure the rook off f4 and 
guard b3 and a3? It’s l.QBI! 
of course, when l...Qx£3+ is 
met by 2.Re4 mate, l...Rxf3 
allows 2.Rg4 mate, l...Rxc4 
is still mated by 2.Nb4. 
Finally, l...bl=Q is met by 
2.Rc2 and 1... Kb3 by 2-Ncl 
mate. A nice composition. 


Mixed doubles: 

The following sentence hides 
three words with a common 
theme: 

Idea glowed: count thin 
gentlemen, Ken. 

To find the answers, simply 
arrange the words into three 
pairs, then rearrange the 
letters within each pair. A 
copy of the new Larousse 
Desk Reference Encyclopedia 
will be awarded to the first 
correct answer opened on 15 
Feb. Entries to: Saturday 
Pastimes, t he Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL. 

20 January competition: 
The lost words were Cricket, 
(nocturnal insect makes 
sport}, Tfest filial or assess- 
ment) and Matches (These 
may catch fire if struck). 
Winner Dorothy Quayle 


This was a neatly played hand 
from last year’s Camrose 
march between England and 


Northern Ireland. A liny 
defensive slip, although not 
costing a trick directly, let de- 
clarer get the timing just right. 

At one table, West inex- 
plicably passed as dealer- his 
band looked to be a routine 
pre-emptive bid - and East 
opened 14. South (David 
Johnson of Ireland) doubled 
and West (still ultra-cautious) 
contented himself with 1 0 . 
North bid IV, East rebid 
his clubs, and South bid a 
practical 3 NT 
finally, ^ West came out of the 
woodwork with 4 0 . A double 
would have collected only 100 
points, so South now tried 
4*. West led OK , declarer 


won, drew trumps and exited 
with his heart. East won and 
switched to +Q. This was 
allowed to hold and now 
declarer was back in business. 

Unable to play a second 
dub safely. East led a second 
heart on which South dis- 
carded his losing diamond. 
Now the timing was perfect for 
a squeeze: declarer ruffed the 
next heart lead and cashed his 
remaining trumps, forcing 
East to unguard either elute 
or hearts. An immediate sec- 
ond heart from East, followed 
by a third if declarer discards 
and an eventual dub switch if 
he discards again would have 
finished South’s chances. 


f 
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Television preview 


RECOMMENDED VIEWING THIS WEEKEND 
by Gerard Gilbert 



The Diane Modahl Story Sat 6.25pm BBC2 
Timewatch Sun 7.30pm BBCZ 
The Tourist Sun 9pm BBC2 
Ruby Wax Meets.. Sun 10pm BBC1 
Everyman Sun 10.40pm BBC1 




The big picture 


sex, ties and videotape 
Sun 10.25pm C4 ; 


The word “Wunderkind* was flourished 
when sex, lies and videotape (no doubt 
Rater York would tell us the lower-case 
title is very 198Qs) was released in 
1989. Steven Soderbergh, the director 
of this steamy, Deep South love 
rectangle, displayed a sureness of touch 
way beyond his 26 years, and seemed 
destined for greatness. Sadly, he may 
have peaked too soon, as his 


subsequent work has failed to live up to 
the promise of this arresting story of sex 


T ough on crime, tough on the causes of crime. No, 
we’re not talking some New Labour boot camp, 
but a thoroughly liberal-progressive establishment 
that takes young offenders, makes them fact their 
feelings and take responsibility for their actions. 1 
should say took, since Peper Harow in Surrey, a 
centre that promoted treatment rather than punish- 
ment, dosed down a couple of years ago. We meet 
it in 1973, through a. Man Alive report, and the exper- 
iment conducted in Tfanewatcb (Sun BBC2) is quite 

simple: to randomly select six bcrys from that 1973 film 
and meet them now - seeing if their re-conviction 
rales are any better than the depressing three out of 
four young offenders who return to crime after a spell 
in conventional remand centres. 

One of the six was last heard of leaving prison in 
1991, but he’s the exception. The others have 
respectably filled out into their late thirties now: one 

f * ■ ■■ <■ Li ii ■ rlnuiWnr i~>f iTimilir 


pleasant surprise, and opposition parties 


should *take a lookT Presumably* such a. regime 


snouiu uUic d iwit. iiwuuiowi/i —'w— — * - cr 

would be anathema to Michael Howard. Sadly, it just 
migh t smack too much of the 1960s for Jack Straw. 

Ruby Wax is on safer ground this week, Malibu to 

be precise, in Ruby Wax Meets— Pamela Anderson 
(Sun BBC2). Actually, we get precious little insight 
into the Sun's favourite actress, except that she speaks 
as if pumped hard full of helium instead of breast- 
enhancing materials.. Most of the film is spent with 
Ruby bravely cavorting in a bikini oh the Baywatch 
set, creating a comic discrepancy between her own 
imperfect form and those of the bouncy extras. 

Thousands of miles from Lhis sun-drenched hedo- 
nism, Everyman (Sun BBC1) goes inside a Benedic- 
tine convent in the suburbs of Chester to see what 
drives women to a life of getting up before the milk- 
man, sewing wimples and prayer. A fascinating; 


and sensibility, starring James Spader 
and Andie MicDowell (above). 


respecuJDly nnea out into ineir tare uuiues uuv*. uuc man, . 

a psychiatric nurse, another director of a similar estab- typically thoughtful film discovers avanation on the 
lis hme nt to Peper Harow. All five have stable farni- old joke that travel narrows the mind; the outside 
lies and have broken the cyde that, one of them says, world, believe the nuns, squashes the soul, 
would have led him to murder. The film is a short. In a world full of horrific injustice, the career of 


one international athlete might not amount to a whole 
hill of beans, but even if sport is another country tq 
you, you’ll still be intrigued by The Diane Modahl 
Story (Sat BBC2). This is not just because Modahl 
(the 800 metre runner, who was sent home from the 
1994 Commonwealth Games after a drug test pointed 
to testosterone abuse) and her . husband, Vincente, 
are such plausibly nice people; but also because irs. 
a satisfying medical mystery story- How did the tnale 
hormone get into the urine sample? (This is, if you 
don’t believe Modahl injected herself with the 
performance enhancer-) 

Now, maybe it’s because I’m a Londoner, but I 
could never understand why anyone wouTd want to 
take a holiday in the nation’s capital The sheerhell 
of it - but then maybe that’s what Parisians think of- 
the Eurostar weekenders dogging up the Boulevard 
St Germain. The Tourist (Sun BBC2) looks at how 
London caters to its 10 million or so annual 
visitors, bid what they want out oftheir (on average) 
six-day visit. A due: it begins with “h" - and I don’t 
mean the Hammersmith fly-over or the Harrow Road. 




The bjg match 

The Five Nations Championship 

Sat 2.15pm BBCt ; 


Afterihs fast rounds $ajtiancl vs France, • 
toe latter led ^the taiadikisPhlR|)pe J 
Salrrt-Andte (above)r tsalready taking : ■ 
on the look of a Championship decider. 
Scotland, linder toe inspirational : . 
leadership crfi^Wairiwright, exceeded 
.everyone's expectations hut toeTrwn ln •* 
beatii^Ji^artotwovreeksagp in>" ■ -V\ 
Dublin. Can tow do toe same totjfe 
resurgent Frerich;at MunayfieW? • - 
Errand, meanwhile, must again . / _ 
attempt to put their theories-of . . - : 

expansive njgby'into practice, against? - 
new-kjoky/elshline-up atTwickenfem,. 


Saturday Television and 



BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


ITV/Regions 


7.25 News; Weather (3969357). 

730 Children's BBC: SuperTed (9705116). 735 The 
Mbox Bunch (2514870). 7.50 Iznqgoiid 
(1069785). 8.05 Willy Fog (2939672). * 

8.30 The New Adventures of Superman. Here’s a tip for 
would-be newspaper moguls: Intergang use red 
teyptonfte in their bid for the Daily Planet (R) (S) 
(9283767). * 

9.15 Live and Kicking. Andi and Emma’s guests are 
Noel Edmonds, and Coronation Street actresses 
Angela Griffin and Tracey Shaw (hairdressers Fiona 
and Maxine) (SJ (12532609). 

12.12 Weather (624431 9). 

12.15 Grandstand. 12-20 Football Focus. 12.55 Raring 
from Chepstow. 1 .00 Huntsmen Handicap Chase. 
1.10 News. 1.15 Rugby Union: Five Nations 
preview. 1.25 Racing from Chepstow: 1 30 
Prestige Novice Hurdle. 1.40 Skiing: highlights of 
today's men's World Cup downhill from Garmiscb- 
Partenkirchen in Germany. 1.55 Raring from 
Chepstow: 2.00 Coral Grand National Trial. 2.15 
Rugby Unfon: England vs Wales at Twickenham; 
kick-off at 3.00pm. See The big match, above. 
4.40 Final Score. 5.00 Rugby Union: highlights of 
Scotland vs France at MurrayfieJd (76423593). 

5.30 News; Weather (139131). * 

5.40 Local News, Weather (963715). 

5.45 Tom and Jerry's Greatest Hits. Good title (R) 
(755222). * 

6.05 Jim Davidson's Generation Gasne. The Chinese . 
State Circus find themselves in on toe actfSJ 
(308680). * 

7.00 Noel's House Party. A Gotcha for Paul Nicholas (S) 
(865845). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Anthea's back, while 
Diana Ross’s finger is on the button (S) (589357). 

8.05 Casualty. Prozac and knives enter the equation in 
this week's slice of medical drama (S) (567512). * 

8.55 News, Sport; Weather (Followed by National 
Lottery Update) (338970). * 

9.1 5 BB Appointment for a Kilting (William A Graham 
1993 US). Kelsey Grammer, known to his fans as 
sitcom psychoanalyst Frasier Crane, takes a change 
of pace as the FBI agent investigating Corbin 
Bersen's serial-killer dentist (SJ (833883J. * 

10.45 Match of the Day. Newcastle United vs Sheffield 
Wednesday (SJ (4731870). 

1 1.50 HB Pulp (Michael Hodges 1972 UK). Hodges's 
frilow-up to Get Carter took him to the Med. This 
underrated thriller stars Michael Caine as a hack 
sent to Italy to ghost former movie star Mickey 
Rooney’s memoirs. But Rooney's actor had been 
involved with the Mafia - and when he ships up 
murdered, Caine turns investigator (I35067J. 

135 Weather (1 160891). To 1.30am. ■ 

REGIONS. Wales; 5.40 Wales on Saturday. Nl: 

5.00pm Northern Ireland Results. 5.40 Inside 
Ulster News. 


7.15 Open University: The Enlightenment (5476852). 
7.40 Planet Earth (9678116). 8.05 Finding a 
Voice (4739654). 830 The Car Industry, a Level 
Playing Reid? (6143767). 8.55 Reindeer in the 
Arctic (7698852). 9.20 Climates of Opinion: 
Global Warming (9757406). 10.10 Just 
Seventeen: The Geometry of Patterns (1308339). 
10.35 The Great Iron and Steel Rollercoaster 
(9292357). 1 1 .00 Open Advice (528831 1). 

1 1.25 Ouverture: Dimanche en Anjou (357295 1). 
1 1.50 The Open Mind (6400203). 

12.15 Classic Animal Tracks (S) (6922086). 

1235 WBdtife on Two. “The Transformers’. Tadpoles 
become fro^, caterpillars grow up to be butterflies, 
and so forth (R) (S) (9706593). * 

1235 BBS One, Two, Three (Billy Wilder 1961 US). 
Snappy comedy, shot in Germany as the Russians 
put upthe Berlin Wall, is a sort of Cold Wbr 
Pygmalion, with Coca Cola executive James 
Cagney having to transform the East German 
worker who has taken upwfththe boss's daughter 
into something presentable to daddy (63148715). 

2A0 OB Sabrina Fair (Billy Wilder 1954 US). A 
chance to compare the Harrison Ford remate with 
the Humphrey Bogari/Audrey Hepburn original 
about a chauffeur’s daughter in love with a 
playboy. Bogart apparently accused Wilder's three- 
year-old son of having written the script 
(55406357). * 

430 Best of Esther. People who claim to have been 
abducted by aliens. Arthur C Clarke beams in (R) 
(S) (45). 

5.00 The Oprah Winfrey Show (7778338). * 

5.40 TUTP2 (52(4337252. 

6.25 The Diane Modahl Story The athlete's fight to dear 
her name. See Preview, above (52 (660932). * 

7.15 News and Sport; Weather (862932). * 

730 Scrutiny. The Environment Select Committee's 
enquiry into housing need. Triona Holden explains 
(763609). 

8.05 The Trial. A man who stabbed his neighbour after a 
two-year feud is up for attempted murder, in this 
recycled and updated series shot inside real 
Scottish courts (Followed by Talking Cezanne ) (R) 
(442262). * 

9.00 Knowing Me, Knowing Wu...«rith Alan Partridge. 
Unlikely tabloid material, Steve Coogan, and his 
spoof chat show (/?2 (52 (7116). * 

930 Ffeter fork's E&ities. How we learnt to shop, and 
came over all aspirations! and designer (52777). * 

10.00 EDSI The Mosquito Coast (Peter Weir 1986 US). 
Harrison Ford and family go self-sufficient in toe 
jungle in a successful, finely worked adaptation of 
Raul Theroux’s novel. Co-stars Helen Mirren and 
River Phoenix (S2 (221883). * 

1135 Weathenriew (2533902. 

12.00 BQSlThe Lie (Frangas Margolin 1992 Fr). 
Pregnant Parisian journalist Nathalie Baye 
discovers she is H(V positive -and starts 
investigating her lover's past (10655). To 1.30am. 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 News; Weather. 6.10 Eat Your Words. 
6.40 Barney and Friends. 7.15-8.25 Saturday 
Disney. The guests are Kermittoe Frog, and actress 
Alyson Butler from Call Red. 825 Mighty Morpfifn 
Power Rangers (2753680). 

9.25 Tdeganticmegavision. Ten Hatcher, Lois Lane from 
The New Adventures of Superman, gives chat 
(32228832. 

10.25 ft’s Not Just Saturday. East 17 and actor Clive 
Wedderbum (from The Bill) are the guests (52 
(6693406). 

1130 The Chart Show (R) (52 (82048). 

1230 Flashframe (R) (690672. 

1.00 News, Weather (61409999). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (61491970). * 

1.10 Movies, Gdmes and Videos (84971067). 

1.40 Cartoon Time (44567375). 

2.05 EH R The Likely Lads (Michael Tuchner 1976 
UK). Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads? was 
one of the very few TV sitcoms that transferred 
successfully to the big screen, helped in no short 
measure by Clement and La Frenais’s hands on the 
script (247932). 

3.45 AkwoV (R) (61 29322- 

4.45 News; Sport; Weather (1349593). * 

5.05 London Ibn&it; Sport (5655135). * 

520 New Baywafch. A sports magazine is looking fa- 
tire perfect model for its swimwear issue. Oh yes 
(52(2488929). 

6.15 Barrymore. Spite M/Jljgan guests (51 (147203). * 

7.15 Blind Date. Nick and Beaky report or) their white- 
water rafting trip to France (Including Lottery 
Result) (52 (1 76715).* 

8.15 Beadle's Hot Shots (S) (463593). * 

8.45 News; National Lottery Update; Weather 
(310574). * 

9.00 Kayanagh QC. Repeat pilot episode of the drama 
series starring John Thaw as a top defence 
barrister, here defending an Oxbridge 
undergraduate on a rape charge (R) (52 (5864). * 

1 1.00 BO Pale Rider (Clint Eastwood 1985 US). Clint 
rides into town once more to avenge the righteous 
and meek, in this neo-classical western with a 
good eye for landscape. Chris Ffenn and Richard 
Kiel are in support (24567406). * 

1.10 Big Fight Special. Unbeaten light-welterweight 
Jimmy Neary takes on Ohio's Terry Sutherland. 

Plus, Jimmy Neary vs Adrian “Precious’ Stone, and 
the eagerty awaited pro debut of 21-yearold 
Matthew Ellis, the 1995 English ABA heavyweight 
champ (2487487). 

135 Funny Business. The Leicester Comedy Festival, 
which is a concept that Joe Orton would no doubt 
have enjoyed, is profiled (5 304297). 

2.25 Pyjama Fferty. Claudia Schiffer guests on the girlie 
show (SI (50859072. 

3.45 God’s Gift Dating game (39535922. 

4.40 ITV Sport Classics 1 1 (852 74075). 

5.05 Coach (5) (57353652- To 5.30am. 


6.05 Sesame Street (R) (42501 352. 

7.05 Ulysses 31 (R) (7371488). 

730 Super Mario Brothers (R) (5869947). 

7.40 First Edition. Jon Snow and the' junior current 
affairs show (8967067). 

8.00 Trans World Sport (624252. 

9.00 The Morning Line (52 (249322. 

10.00 Blitz! Highlights of Super Bowl XXX (58048). 

11.00 Gazette Football (tafia (625222. 

12.00 The Late Late Show (52 (39338). 

1230 B25I FbrtheLcweof Benji (Joe Camp 1977 US). 
Somewhat stow on the heels of the likeable doggie 
movie, Benji, the eponymous mutt is resurrected 
and involved in another kidnapping storyline 
(873982262- 

2.05 Channel 4 Racing from Sandown. The 235, 

3.00, 3.35 and 4.10pm races (52 (97008796). 

435 Flying H&i. Short Stones repeat about a South 
Wales flying club (43474252. 

5.05 Brookside Omnibus (52 (8533680). * 

630 R&it to Reply: Were Richard and Judy unfair to 
Harriet Harman? Plus, umbrage taken at 
Everyman's look at Christian Cable Europe (S) 

(86). * 

7.00 A Week In Politics. An interview with shadow 
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook, and the way Tory 
MP5 are fleeing marginal seats for safer ones. Plus, 
should bearded MPs have a shave to woo the 
voters? (4999). * 

8.00 Divine Magic. Human sacrifice in toe Aztec world 
(52(57492.* 

9.00 Auf Wiedersehen Pet The boys are banned from 
the local pubs (54444062. 

10.05 Father Ted. A steamy novelist (Gemma Craven) 
comes to stay on the island (R) (52 (65 8067). * 

1035 Eurotrash. Repeat reports on Jordy, the six-year-old 
French rapper banned because his parents are 
accused of exploitation, and Tabatha Cash - law 
student, kick-boxer and Europe's top pom star (R) 
(S) (683086). 

11.10 The White Room. With Ocean Colour Scene, 

Echobelly and Rocket from the Crypt, who 
reputedly sound like The Clash go Vegas (52 
(4744252. 

12.05 The Girlie Show. Yesterday’s gibberish with the so- 
called "babes with attitude". Wtongon both counts 
(R) (8633568). 

1.00 The Legend of the 4 Kings. Manga cartoon (52 
(22623652. 

135 TwSghtZone: Sfiatteiday. Bruce Wilis plays a 
man who dials his own home from a bar - only to 
find himself on toe other end of the line. Directed 
by Wes Craven (52 (5484487). 

220 Baadasss TV. Isaac Hayes and Cart Kung Fu 

Fighting Douglas interviewed, and a profile of black 
pom star, Sean Michaels (R) ( S 2 (23822592. 

2.50 Big Girts Blouse (7786687). 

3.15 Paris. Alexei Sayle sports with 1920s bohemia. 
Suicide is all the rage, and Valerie is determined to 
break the record (52 (57487). To 3.45am. 


|| BI II 

As London except: 1230pm Movies, Games and 
(590671 12)5 Angfo NewsandVItetfw (6)4919 
L10 - nme1rw(94388S«;. Z05 Ftet BaftheHut- 
<tf (247332). 5.05 Angia News, Sport ax) Waiter 
(5655135L 135m Pyjama l^<209«2(3L320ara 
Fumy Bus«ffiWI9261 7). 345am Mud: Box FV 
fle(4467J6i 71 AdOam American Gbdatns (36023. 
S30-530am Wanted Dead arflAe (9198&. 


TOEiaSflMSSffiE 

As London ocepfc 1230pm Mwes. GarnsmdVdeos 
(690671 LQ5 federal ftews, Weather (5349J 97a 
LlOseaQuest DSV (94388641 235 FtotThefe- 
kKtztP&rt (247932). 535 Rgcnal Naw, Wfeari- 
er (72053191 5-107jff« fufl Time <60453391 torts 
Santee (50453391 330 m Coach (276886171 
4J5amOje toe Music (66057421 5JO6i30m FYo- 
file (25226551 . - ' - 


CBiML 

Asixndonecq* 1230|fxn Heartland (B906ZL 135 
Oertiai News and Wslher (6249J97Q1 230 Annl 
(24505741235Kn«*raderi4287D4ai3J50Ttuv 
<teb R*aise(362779SL 535 Qrtal ftosaUWah- 
e- (71053191 5.10 Central Math - Goals Etta 
(5045339) 440m Jofcfoder(6867540L 520530am 
Asian fye (13140941 


mv 


Aslcndonoxph 1230pmTheMtfGtosTnfyfi8067l 
135 femoral News (514919701 145 WbcOop 
(632790. 245 Ttmfer in faacfca (E23048L 535 
fegonaf News (5655230 155m Pyjama Ftirty 
QD9452QL3i2QmFtnyBusresN42SB6I&3AGan 
Musi: B« ftcfle(446726J71 430am American Gad- 
tatns (160131 530330am wanted Dead or Ahe 
(919881 


WfflM 

AsLcndoiacepfc 1230pm Mate, Garres and Vfcteos 
(690571 135 MBrUwiNeMsandWtelhff (6249297QL 
UOflnK Barney (2 6B5699SiL 250 Akvw#(£BS77Zl 
345 Xrigt Rider (6123321 505 Merkfian News and 
Walter (5655135). 155mFy)amafts1y<209452QL 
320m Rmy Business (442926J 71 345m MibIc 
B n Potto (4467161 71 430m American Oacfltos 
(160131 530-530am Freescreen (929881 

WE9COONIHY 0- 

As London ecepb 1230pm Mores, Games and Mctas 
<690671 USWskxxrty News(6J49Z970L UOFftrt 
Ams\tra&G398BMll 2S5Wigtf*krt8B70& 
350 AbwoT (3627790. 535 Ufestnufty News 
(56552351 155m Pyjama F&rty (2094520 320am 
Rrrv Brelnes (4429263 71 34Sm Mjsb BnFtoBe 
(446716171 40CtarnAfflafcmGbdBbs(7aU3l 530 
530am Waned Dead or Ate <919881 


SC 


As C4 ecepb 1030am Bfc (580431 1130 The Fte- 
suaders (61512). 1230pm Tocyn Rhyngwhdof 
(14845999) 630 Hobcs*s(8& 730 NewyiMcnlte 
(S69840L 705 A55 0 743571 8J5 Y ffaddl Jtfn 
OGraats (461135) 845 LJw>fan (460406) 905 
Siwcer <52643831 1030 Just briars (5020422 
1210*n Trie GSde Show 09934529. lflQamltiaL^nd 
0fihe4KnBS(226236SL L5522Dam1rieTvvigt2ane 
( 5484487 1 


Radio 


Satellite 


Radiol 

7.00am K«tn Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1230 Danny Baker 
230 Jo Whiley 5.00 John Peel 
7.00 Lavegroove Dance Party 
with Danny Rampling 9.00 Radio 
1 Rap Show 12.00 Essential Mix: 
Underworld 2.00 Annie Nightin- 
gale's Chill Out Zone 4.00- 
7.00am Lynn Parsons 


Radio 2 

(88-9D30V HI) 

6.00am Mo Outta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Judi Spiers 
12.00 Hayes on Saturday 130 
Round the Home 2.00 Martin 
Kelner on Saturday 4.00 NIC* 
Barractough 5.00 Yannl! 6.00 Al- 
ison Krauss 7.00 Dr Who 730 A 
Little Ugit Music 9.30 David Ja- 
cobs 10.00 Sheridan Mosley 
12.05 Charles Nove 4.00- 
7.00am Mo Dutta 



Choice 


Sir Isaiah Berlin reveals his Private 
Passions (12noon R3) ; Nicholas 
Ward-Jackson offers a riveting 
Private View (1pm R3) of the 
bizarre extremes of modem artists 
like Douglas Gordon (left); while 
the undertaker-poet Thomas Lynch 
goes public in Stanza on Stage 
(10.15pm R4). 


George Shearing talks to June 
Kncot-Mawer about his life. 

1130 The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to 
the Galaxy. By Douglas Adams. 
With Pater Jones, Simon 
Jones, Geoffrey McGivem and 
Mark Wing-Davey. 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story. Report on 
an UnirJentifred Space Station 
by 1G Ballard. 

1248 Shipping Forecast. 

1.00am As World Service. 


Radio 3 

omimimi 

7.00am Record Review. Mozart: 
Divertimento in E flat. Fitrfch: 
Plano Quintet in D, Op 42. De- 
libes: Fantaisie aux divlns merv 
songes. Berlioz: Symphonie 
fantastique. 

9.00 Building a Library. Jan 
Sfnaczny compares recordings 
of Smetana's Ma VlasL 

10.15 Record Release. Handel: 
Giulia Cesare. Handel: Israel in 
Egypt 

11.15 Reissues. Stephen Johnson 
explores another batch of releas- 
es on the Philips Docs label. 

12.00 Private Passions. Sir Isaiah 
Berlin reveals his musical 
predilections. See Choice. 

1.00 News; Private View Nicholas 
Warti-JacKson meets Douglas 
Gordon. (1/4). See Choice. 

L25 Youth Orchestras oMhe World. 
Wfean Youth Jazz Orchestra, con- 
ducted by Ian Darlington. 

235 Refractions. A recital c4 con- 
cert pieces by composers who 
also wrote music for the 
movies. Sophie Langdon (vio- 
lin). Nigel Hill (piano). Miklos 
Rozsa: North Hungarian Peas- 
ant Songs and Dances. Got- 
stasilc Six Scenes from "La 
Strada'. Honegger: Violin 
Sonata No 2. Korngokf: Suite: 
Much Ado about Nothing. 

3.25 Ulster Orchestra. Conductor 
Jacek Kaspszyk. Vfegner 
Siegfried's Rhine Journey. 
Glazunov: Saxophone Concerto 
in £ flat Bruckner, eri Novak: 
5ympttony No 3 In D minoc 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 


5.45 Music Matters. Ivan Hewett 
listens In on the celebration of 
American music taking place in 
Scotland and talks to John 
McGItnn about the authentic 
Broadway sound ot toe Thirties. 

630 Live from the Met Verdi: 
Falstaff. Paul Prishka (bass), 
Paul Groves (tenor). Chorus 
and Orchestra of the Metropoli- 
tan Opera/James Levine. Act 1. 
(7.05-730 Interval. Father 
Owen Lee considers the 
achievement of Falstaff.) Act 2. 
(3.15-8.45 The Met Opera 
Quiz.) Act 3. 

940 Blue Skies. Steve Jones ex- 
plores toe work! of robots. 

10.10 Night Thoughts. Clive 
Williamson (piano). Copland: 
N&tt Thoughts. Carter. Nf£it 
Fantasies. 

1045 (mpnssions. Bren Morton 
introduces a totaDy improvised 
session by Vanessa MacknesS 
(voice), John Butcher (saxo- 
phones) and Phil Durrant (violin). 

1230-l-00am The Hi-de-Ho 
Man. Alyn Shipton talks to 
trumpeter Jonah Jones about 
his time in Cab Calloway’s 
swing orchestra. (516). 

5.55 Open University Running toe 
International Ahtlne Business. 
6.15 Literature and ideology 
6.35 Reviewing toe Family. 


Radio 4 

(S£444JWtrFKI3WfrlM 
630am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Prayer for toe Day. 

6.55 VWather. 

7.00 Today. 

8-58 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

1L00 News; The Week in West- 
minster. 

11-30 From Our Own Correspon- 
dent. 

12.00 Money Box. 

1235 Just a Minute. 


12.55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Jonathan 
Dimbiky's guests are Victoria 
Glendinning. biographer and • 
novelist; Sir Bernard Ingham; 
Francis Maude, former Finan- 
cial Secretary to the Treasury; 
and M P Dermis Skinner.' 

135 Shipping F orec a st. 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse: Ab- 
solute Beginners. A dramatisa- 
tion ot Colin Mclnrtes's novel 
about the soul-searching hi- 
jinks of a young bohemian in 
the happening London (X 
1958. With Andrew Tleman 
and Alison Darling. 

4.00 News,- That's History. 

430 The Final Frontier. (4/6). 

5.00 File on 4. 

540 Somatch. (4/6). 

5.50 Shipping Forecast. 

535 Weather. 

6.00 Six CClock News. 

635 Week Ending. 

6.50 Postcard from Gotham. 

730 Kaleidoscope Feature. With 

their hugely successful theatre 
company currently louring the 
world with an aedaimed pro- 
duction ot The Duchess of Mal- 
fi. Peter Allen tails to director 
Declan Dormellan and designer 
Nick OrmenxJ about the rise 
and nse of Cheek by Jowl. 

730 Saturday Night Theatre: The 
Years Between. Daphne du 
Maurier's mysterious Forties 
tale, with Diana Quick and 
Roger Alfam. 

930 Music hi Mind. 

9.50 Ten to Ten. 

939 Weather. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Stanza on Stage- Simon 
Armitage introduces American 
poet Thomas Lynch as he 
takes time off from the family 
undertaking business to give a 
reading at the Voice Box. Royal 
Festival Hail. See Choice. 

10.45 Fsdback. (2/4). 

11-00 Touch of Genius. The 
Hind. Brftzsft-bam pianist 


Radio 5 
w.mshm 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 6.30 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 weekend 
with Kershaw and Whittaker 
11.05 Top Gear 1235 Crime 
Desk 12-00 Midday Edition 
12.15 Sportscall 1.05 Sport on 
Five 6.06 Six-O-Six 735 Straight 
Up 8.05 The Box 835 Dallyn on 
Saturday 10.05 The Treatment 
11.00 Night Extra 12.05 After 
Hours 2.0S Up AM Night 5.00- 
6.05am Morning Reports 


SMOKE 

7.00am Undun (451796). 10.00 
Ghoul-lashed (5 1 308628). 11.45 
The Rsrfect Family (28825741 
12.00 WWF (99222J. 1.00 The Hit 
Mot (62870). 2.00 Teech (9222). 
230 Family Ties (1086). 3.00 One 
West Waikiki 02609). 4.00 Kung Fu. 
the Legend Continues (91 1 16). 5.00 
Mysterious Island r9609). 6.00 WWF 
(954061. 7.00 Sliders (36777). 8.00 
Unsolved Mysteries (45425). 9.00 
Cops (20628). 930 Schindler 
(51845). 11.00 The Movie Show 
(92845). 1130 Forever Knight 
(98951). 1230 WKRP in Cmcmnati 
(43162) 1.00 Saturday Night Live 
(23568). 2.00-6.00am Hit Mix Long 
Play (7602984). 


10.00 Memphis Belle (1990). Sec- 
ond World War drama based on the 
real-life exploits of an American B-l 7 
bomber and it crew. Stars Matthew 
Modine, Eric Stota and Billy Zane 
(194113). 11.55 Darting (1965). 
Drama starring Dirk Bogarde and 
Julie Chnsbe. A young model decides 
to further her career via toe bedroom 
and ends up finding love with a 
member of toe Italian gentry 
(402151351 2.00-3. 25am Bananas 
(1971) (5 871810). 


Classic FM 

uoao-iin 3m w 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Clas- 
sic Countdown 12.00 Classic 
Gardening Forum. From the Monk 
Sherborne Horticultural Society. 

1.00 Alan Mann 3.00 The Satur- 
day Alternative 6.00 Classic 
America 7.00 The World Opera 
Season. Handel: Guistino. With 
Michael Chance, Dorothea 
Roschmann, Dawn Kotoski. Kam- 
merchor Cantamus Halle, Freiburg 
Baroque Orchestra/Ntcholas 
McGegan. 10.00 Classic Qub: 

12.00 Andre Leon 4.00 Classic 
Countdown 5. 00-6. 00 am 
Michael Fanstone 


Virgin Radio 

0215. U97-i2G0t% Wi IK SMHr F» 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ & Jono's Greatest Hits 
10.00 Richard Skinner 2.00 
Mark Forrest 6.00 Mitch Johnson 
10.00 Robin Banks 2.00- 
6.00am Howard Pearce 


World Service 

IHMfcUn 

1.00am World News 1.10 Press 
Review 1.15 The Traditions of the 
Prophet 130 From Our Own Cor- 
respondent 130 Wrrte On 2.00 
Newsday 230 The Ed Stewart 
Show 3.00 World News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 Fourth Es- 
tate 345 Science View 3.50 
Waveguide 4.00 Newsdesk 430 
Short Story 4.45 A World in Your 
Ear 5.00 Newsday 530 in Praise 
of Gdd 


SCT NOTES 

6.00am The Big Parade of Comedy 
(1964) (73628). 8.00 Kiss Me Kate 
(1953) (77609) 10.00 Red Line 
7000 (1965) (81203). 12.00 Sleep- 
less in Seattle (1993) (50932). 2.00 
Clarence, ihe Cross-eyed Lion (1965) 
(517203). 3.45 Dragonwortd (1993) 
f 9311541 520 Call of toe Wild 
(1993) (54606357). 7.00 Sleepless 
m Seattle (1993). Romantic drama 
starring Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan 
(789 471 9.00 Murder One. Court- 
room drama (503571 10.00 Dead- 
bolt (1992). Thriller starreig Justine 
Bateman. Adam Baldwin and Chris 
Mufcey (665338). 1135 Return to 
Two Moon Junction (3993). Adult 
drama (514425). 1.15 The Adven- 
tures of Ford Fjjrlane (1990) 
(206182). 2.55-6. 00am The New 
Age (1994) (77830907). K 

NOYECWUffiEL 

6.00am Higi Hell (1958) (64970). 
8.00 RobtXix: The Movie (1993) 
(6895 J). 10.00 Submarine Com- 
mand (1951) (89845). 12.00 Son ol 
Lassie (1945) <585741 2.00 Dun 
can's World (40970). 4.00 Kkfc in 
the Wood (19941 (5883). 6.00 
Curse of toe Crystal Eye (1 993). Chil- 
dren's adventure starring Jameson 
Parker and Cynthia Rhodes (37406). 
8.00 Greedy (1994). Farce starring 
Michael J Fox,' Kirk Douglas and Nan- 
cy Travis (3295) J. 10.00 Carllttfs 
Way (1993). Gangster drama starring 
A1 Pacino and Sean ffenn 
(4998) 7)5). 1235 Live Wire 
(19 92U1944433). l.SS Baiijarians 
at the Gate (1993) 185)4871. 3.45- 
640am Curse ol toe Crystal Eye 
(1993) (177293391 


UK SOLD 

7.00am Give Us a Clue (4667593). 
7.25 Gang for Gold (4686628). 

730 Pink Ffenther (7241 116). 8.00 
Warship (64056611 9.00 Secret 
Army (3071883). 10.00 Neighbours 
(4561203). 12.00 Film: Wafership 
Down (2967)35). 1.45 Bless This 
House (3)52208). 2.15 EastEnders 
(83942319). 5.00 Till Death Us Do 
Part (9553357). 535 Fall and Rse 
of Reginald Perrin i78 79609). 6.10 
French Fields 03)6425). 6.40 It 
Ain't Half Hot, Mum (9743338). 

7.15 The Upchat Une (2963357). 
7.45 Bread (3094)16). 835 The 
Bill Originals (70699406). 930 
Count Dracula (6979609). 11.10 
Film: Best Shot f 28435222 J. 1.15 
The Lenny Henry Show (4393346). 
135-7 .00am Shopping (3938)758). 



4 


SKf SPORTS 

7.00am Golf - Live (923852). 

10.00 Racing News (981)6). 1030 
Schoolboy Football (18999). 12.00 
Sports Saturday (1415951). 6.00 
Snooker - Live U 372999). 930 
Hold the Back Page < 63951 1. 1030 
Bushido - The Ultimate Fight 
(85703). 1130 International Rugby 
Union (432241). 2.00-3.00am Hold 
toe Back Page (45988). 


arr sports 2 

7.00am Soccer AM (5990208). 
11.00 World Wrestling Federation 
Raw (3304883). 12J00 American 
Sports Cavalcade (9221672). 1.00 
Snooker: welsh Open (6678628). 
430 The Coca-Cola Cricket Straw 
(1607319). 5.00 Gillette Wbrid Sport 
Speed (6075357). 530 internation- 
al Rugby Union (5 323970). 8.00 
Ford Scorpio Golf USA (2967222). 
11.00-1. 00am Golf: The Heineken 
Classic (35884251. 


Eft British Midland 

Diamond Deals 


swjKirasGom 

4.00pm The Undercover Man (1949) 
(3078B08E). 5.35 Doctor Dolittle 
(19671 (213/3048). 8.00 Stamun 
(1984). Sci-fl romance starring Jeff 
Bridges and Karen Allen (16951). 


IHE TV 

9.00am AM Live 10.00 The Fashion 
Show 11.00 Video Box 1.00 The 
Week m Review 2.00 Sports Live 

6.00 Best of Bunin' 8.00 Showbiz 
Live 9.00 The Fashion Show 930 
VKfeo Box 10.00 Stand-Up Live 

11.00 Thn Sex Show 12.00 Stand 
Up Live 1230 The Se* Show 1.00, 
6.00am Night Houre 


Return fares from London Heathrow. 

Con ract your local travel agent or coil for derails on 


J ~ J J 


hook on «ht Internet hrip.V/www.iflybrit.shmidbnd com/ 
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Ness fe is emerging 

again in a new film 

-and boos ting 
Scotland’s economy, 
says Jonathan 
Glancey 


rponi^fiL, as murky Highland mists roll over 

. waters of nearby Loch Ness, a 

seiect Hollywood gathering will attend the pre- 
mereof Loch Ness in the old Inverness Scala. 
The film (brought to you by the makers of 
Four Weddings and a Funeral and starring Ted 
panson, Ian Holm and Joely Richardsoa) has 
its London premiere next Friday. 

Between new and then, expect Nessie 
herself (himself?) to take a bow. For the 
tourist- baiting Loch Ness monster has 
never been one to let a timely photo-oppor- 
tunity pass her by. 

Sceptics - as prolific as the monster is 
dp* rare - believe that Nessie is nothing more 
than a prop in the wardrobe department of 
local tourist boards. Their case is a strong 
one - following hard on the kilts of the Hol- 
lywood productions Bmveheart and Rob 
Roy, Loch Ness is expected to spur on a vig- 
orous new American tourist invasion of the 
Scottish Highlands. 

Half a million visitors a year come to Loch 
Ness in the hope of catching a glimpse of 
Nessie. Of these, 300,000 visit the official 
Loch Ness monster museum at Drum- 
nadrochit, a village on the edge of the loch. 
They have made Ronnie Bremner, the 
museum's owner, a mulU-milljooaire. Be- 
tween them they spend £25ro a year in the 
vicinity of the loch, yet the only monsters they 
see are the cuddly ones bought from Brem- 
ner's souvenir stall. 

The first 20th-century sighting of the 
monster was by Mr and Mrs John Mackay, 
proprietors of the Drumnadrochit Hotel, in 
1933. The Inverness Courier snapped up the 
story (the beastie was dubbed the Loch Ness 
monster by Dr Evan Barron, that paper's edi- 
tor), which in turn led to an Invasion by hacks 
from Fleet Street’s Daily Beasts and Daily 
Brutes. By now, it was aU but impossible to 
book a room in the Dmmnadrocbit Hotel- 

On 19 April 1934, Lt Col Robert Wilson, 
a Harley Street gynaecologist, caught the 
monster on camera. The “surgeon’s photo- 
graph" was a worldwide sensation, and, 
until exposed as a fake 60 years later, 
remained the most convincing evidence any- 
one had of Nessie’s existence. 

Lt Col Wilson had in feet taken part in a 
hoax organised by Marmaduke Arundel 
Wetherell, actor and adventurer. The ser- 
w pentine bead and neck rearing up from the 
^loch's deep and peaty waters were nothing 
more than a toy submarine in heavy disguise. 
Wetherell's stepson, Christopher, eventually 
revealed the hoax on his deathbed, aged 90. 
in November 1993. 

Rjr the monster's millions of fans, this was 
a setback - but little more than that After 
all, which Christian has ceased to believe in 
the Saviour since the Turin Shroud was shown 
to be a brilliant thirteenth-century fake? 

In any case, although the monster is sup- 
posed to be a plesiosaur fa marine dinosaur, 
presumed extinct 70 million years ago), no 
one is quite sure. Over the past five years, 
Nessie has been described as an alien sent 
to observe life on Earth, a ghost capable of 
transforming itself into solid matter, a 



Our best-loved 
monster of the deep 


giant frog, a loch-locked whale and the 
mother of all sturgeons. 

It does seem odd that when the Hubble 
Space Telescope can spot galaxies billions of 
light years from our own, Nessie remains as 
elusive as ever. As elusive, in fact , as Big Foot 
for Sasquatch), the Abo minab le Snowman 
(Yeti) and the Beast of Bodmin; as hidden 
as sibling marine monsters such as Morag, 
the beast of Loch Morar, the Lambton 


And it's not just tourists who are eternally 
intrigued by Nessie's possibilities. Shortly 
before Christmas, Tritech International, a firm 
of North Sea boffins, launched its “Nessie - 
detecting sonar system" at the Offshore 
Europe Oil Exhibition in Aberdeen. Earlier 
last year the veteran underwater explorer Alan 
Whitfield recorded previously unheard 
“grunts and groans" of a creature that could 
only be Nessie. While most serious biomarine 


Our need for monsters is deeply rooted. It 
would be a sad day if Nessie were ever caught 


Worm, the watery Welsh dragon that hides 
away in Lake Vrawy, and the slobbering 
Beast of Bolsover. 

There- are records of monsters lurking in 
Scottish lochs dating, back to the country's 
conversion to Christianity. Nessie's first 
appearance seems to have been 565 AD, 
when she set upon St Columba and his holy 
band. After this episode, sightings were few 
and far between until the 20th century. 
According to the BBC reporter Nicholas 
WUcbeU, author of The Loch Ness Story and 
one of the monster’s most insistent fans, this 
paucity of sightings reflects the fact that 
before the arrival of the A82 tourist road 
skirting the east coast of the lake in 1933, 
Loch Ness was extremely remote. 


expeditions today study Loch Ness because it 
is inherently fascinating, it is still the case that 
funding can be better obtained by riding on 
the back of the monster myth. 

Nevertheless, the famously deep (possibly 
1,000ft in places) and dark waters of Loch 
Ness (the most powerful submarine lamps 
enable the human eye to see 15ft into the 
gloom) may well hold undiscovered secrets. 
Even a prehistoric monster. 

Our need for monsters seems to be 
deeply rooted. The British Isles have few, 
ft any, large or fierce animals: the last wolf 
was shot in the Highlands in 1743. Nessie 
fills a gap. And with monster myths, we can 
feed our desire for mystery. It would be a 
sad day for many of us ft Nessie were ever 


caught in a net instead of on blurry cellu- 
loid and out-of-focus videoLape. In 1993. the 
American Sun newspaper ran a spoof story, 
with photographs, of how Nessie had been 
caught. As Americans are the monster's 
most voracious fans, the Sun knew it would 
have a captive audience that day. 

Did the same goal motivate the editor of 
Popob d 'Italia in 1941? The Fascist daily told 
of how brave Italian pilots had flown over 
Loch Ness and blown the monster into a tan- 
gle of spaghetti. An Italian bomber over Scot- 
land? That was surely a bigger hoax than the 
surgeon's photograph of 1934. In Germany, 
Josef Goebbels had already taken a pot-shot 
at Nessie in an article he" signed for Ham- 
hurger Blustrierte in 1940; any nation, thun- 
dered the Minister for Propaganda, thal 
believed in such tosb was clearly monstrously 
stupid and thus incapable of winning the war. 

Tbday, in the international war for tourists’ 
attention, the Stirling and Trossachs region 
is doing very nicely, according to AJastair 
McPherson of the Scottish Tourist Board. 
Rob Roy and Bravehean produced a boom 
and, he believes, Loch Ness may treble the 
number of visitors this year to 1.5 million, 
boosting revenue to a healthy £35 0m. The 
tourist industry in Scotland employs 180,000 
people. 

So here's a toast from the banks, braes and 
ringing tills of bonny Loch Ness: to Holly- 
wood. And thanks, of course, to Nessie. a soli- 
tary, 70-million -year-old monster, for play- 
ing her supporting role so well and keeping 
her monstrous head down until needed. 
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Can DNA convict a 16-year-old corpse? 

Doubts surround the methods being used to solve, the “Bible John’ murders, reports Mary Braid 






T he remains of John Irvine Mclnnes 
were dug up this week - 16 years 
after his death and 26 years after a 
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series of gruesome murders which ter- 
rorised Scotland and still haunt it 

As his grave was defiled -in the full 
glare of the medfa - detectives revealed 
be might be “Bible John", the killer of 
three women and a dancehall regular 
with a fondness for the scriptures. 
Strathclyde police, like marry 'Other 
forces, are placing their faith in DNA 
testing to solve an intractable case. But 
as the coffin was lifted out by six offi- 
cers, we may have been witnessing 
something altogether more grotesque. 
Fbr it is entirely possible that the 
whole macabre exercise - painful for 
relatives of the suspect and victimsalike 
- is a waste of time, and that, not fbr 
the first time, the belief in DNA pro- 
filing, forensic science’s greatest break- 
through since fingerprinting was per- 
fected in 1901, is entirely misplaced. 
While no-one dispmes that geraitic pro- 
filing is a wonderfully powerful tool, it 
is booming evident that it is a far more 
limited technology than was originally 
suggested. Its capabilities have been 
overfayped to such an extent that a 
major miscarriage of justice may now 
be waiting to happen. 

Scottish forensic scientists hope to 
march DNA from Mr Mclnnes’s 
remains with a semen stain left on a 
pair of nylon tights belonging to Helen 
Puttock, the last victim. In leaning, so 
beavDy on the new forensic science, 
they are following the lead of the Gov- 
ernment. Last year, the Home Office, 
despite concerns over the readiness of 
the technology and civil liberties impli- 
cations, opened a national DNA data- 
base. 

Recently, more than 2000 men were 
DNA-tested. following the killing of 
Cardiff teenager Game Wood, and 
police seeking the killer of French 
hitchhikerCefine Figard are currently 
working their way through the DNA 
samples of 1200 British lorry drivers. 
More bizarrely, DNA testing has been 
threatened in a Scottish court battle 
over the ownership of a Burmese cat 


and deployed by Brazilian scientists try- 
ing to prove that 70-year-old bones are 
those of British explorer Col Percy Faw- 
cett. 

Yesterday, Dr Wilson Wall, a DNA 
specialist geneticist, questioned tbe 
exhuming of John Mclnnes’ remains. 
After 16 years, he said, it was unlikely 
thal enough quality DNA had survived 
to allow a viable march to be made Any 
new evidence was unlikely to constitute 
anything near proof. Such assessments 
reinforce doubts aboutThursda/s grave 
visit It in fact any alleged evidence did 
emerge, where would it be challenged? 

The fact is that despite its common 
label of “genetic fingerprinting" DNA 
profiling or testing enjoys none of fin- 
gerprinting's certainties. Its scientific 
base is far more complex, malting its 
frndTngfi harder to explain in court 
where juries can be falsely convinced 
of its strength. 

The double helix structure of 
Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) was dis- 
covered in Cambridge in 195Z It is a 
chemical found in chromosomes in all 
body cells and carries the coded instruc- 
tions, or genes, (hat fey down an indi- 
vidual’s genetic blueprint. With the 
exception of identical twins, no two 
people have the same DNA or genetic 
code in their cells. In 1984, Professor 
Alec Jeffreys, a Leicester University 
geneticist, released its crime solving 
potential when he discovered among 
the biflions of bits which make up the 
DNA chain those that distinguished 
between individuals. 

Because of the unique nature of our 
DNA, the term genetic fingerprinting 
was quickly adopted for the profiling 
technique. But while the new crime 
detection device is far more versatile 
than fingerprinting - a sample can be 
obtained from hair, semen, blood, 
bones or any other part of the body, it 
is far less clear-cut. If two sets of fin- 
gerprints match, they were made by the 
same person. You may argue about 
howyour prints came to be at the scene 
of a crime, but you cannot argue that 
they are yours. However, profiling 
rests on the probability of an exact 


Cl 


match. It is simply not possible to 
analyse someone's entire DNA double 
helix which would yield exact identifi- 
cation. Instead, forensic scientists have 
to sample segments which they hope 
would be characteristic of an individ- 
ual. Analysing a part rather than the 
whole, there is always a chance that two 
samples will be wrongly linked. No 
wonder civil liberties groups have 
warned against blind reliance on test- 
ing. 

While the last decade has brought 
refinements to early profiling tech- 
niques, with that has emerged more evi- 
dence to undermine it. Laboratory 
procedures used to prepare profiles 
have been found lacking and the sta- 
tistical techniques used to determine 
(he probability that two samples are a 
perfect match have been challenged. 
Concerns about laboratory preparation 
emerged as early as 1987 when Cali- 
fornian police set out to test tbe system 
by sending samples to various testing 
companies to identify matches. Cell- 
mark ( a division of ICT) came up with 
with seven false positives and even 
when the tests were repealed under the 
supervision of a second technician, a 
false positive was still recorded. This 
time, the company blamed cross-con- 
tamination between samples rather 
than mis-handling in the lab, which was 
the earlier excuse. 

The irony is that in practice, DNA 
testing is more derisive in ruling out 
suspects rather than pointing the fin- 
ger at them. It is often forgotten that 
the world’s first mass DNA screening 
by Leicestershire police into the mur- 
ders of Lynda Mann and Dawn Ash- 
worth in 1987 firstly ruled out a man 
who had confessed to the lolling. The 
police - aided by DNA testing - then 
went on to find the real killer. 

So as the police examine what is left 
of John Mclnnes, they would be 
advised to bear in mind the limitations 
of the technique they are relying on. 
Even if they believe they have found 
Bible John, what independent court of 
law can assess their judgement? Can 
justice be done to a dead man's DNA? 


Cold comfort 
for future 

generations 

Is Greenpeace backing the 
best option for safer fridges? 
Nicholas Schoon reports 


T he household fridge sits 
peacefully in a corner of 
your kitchen, humming quietly 
in its ceaseless battle against 
putrition. But in Germany, this 
most ubiquitous of white goods 
has been subjected 10 a political 
onslaught. Greenpeace has run 
a highly successful campaign to 
change the type of refrigerant 
used in fridges, and it is trying 
to do the same in Britain. 

Yesterday John Gummer. 
Secretary of State for the Envi- 
ronment, made a rare joint 
appearance with Lord Peter 
Melchetti director of Green- 
peace LIK. They were opening 
a new production line that will 
churn out 10,000 drink-chilling 
cabinets a year for use in pubs 
and clubs. The Elstar factory in 
Castle Donington. Derbyshire, 
has shunned the products 
offered by chemical giants like 
ICI and Du Pont and derided 
10 switch \o hydrocarbons, a 
“green” refrigerant fluid. 

Greenpeace is thrilled and 
hopes the five companies that 
manufacture more than two 
million household fridges and 
freezers in Britain each year can 
be pressured into following suit. 

This campaign arises out of 
the decision of most nations to 
phase out CFCs. the industrial 
gases that have been destroying 


the ozone layer. Their biggest 
use is in refrigerators andair- 
conditioncrs. Bar just over a year 
they have been banned alto- 
gether. It fell to the chemical 
multinationals that made CFCs 
to develop substitutes rapidly, 
and pul them into production. 
That cost billions of pounds, but 
they figured it was money well 
spent if it provided them with 
the huge, assured market they 
had enjoyed with CFCs. 

But environmentalists, and 
especially Greanpeace, attacked 
the substitutes they developed. 
One such is HCFCs. which also 
destroy ozone, albeit it much less 
drastically than CFCs. These, 
too, will be banned in the devel- 
oped world by 2030. The indus- 
try's main hope therefore is 
HFCs. which leave ozone 
untouched but are extremely 
powerful “greenhouse" gases. 
Greenpeace derided 10 promote 
another much simpler substitute, 
hydrocarbons. These do no harm 
to the ozone layer, and while 
they are greenhouse gases, they 
are' much weaker than HFCS. 

Four years ago the environ- 
mental group derided to back 
technologists from the former 
East Germany who were work- 


ing on hydrocarbon fridges, and 
a factory there that was still 
functioning, although teetering 
on the edge of bankruptcy. 
Greenpeace's campaigning has 
now persuaded every company 
selling household fridges in 
Germany, Europe's biggest 
market, to offer products con- 
taining hydrocarbon refrigerant. 

There, hydrocarbon fridges 
are marketed as the environ- 
mentally responsible product, 
and make up about half of all 
sales. They are also selling well 
in Austria and Switzerland. The 
only British company manu- 
facturing them is Electrolux, 
which exports its whole output 
- mainly to Germany! 

HCFCs are clearly undesir- 
able - they are. after all. being 
phased out under the interna- 
tional ozone treat}'. But are 
hvdrocarbons so good, and 
HFCs so bad? 

The former only have a really 
strong claim to be ecologically 
superior if Lhe refrigerants are 
leaking out into the air, where 
they can do their bit towards 
global warming. Certainly, the 
refrigeration systems used in 
supermarkets and other com- 
mercial premises leak their 
refrigerant fluid - about a quar- 
ter of it a year trickles out and 
has to be topped up. Thai is 
where the bulk of CFC sales 
have gone in the past, and where 
most HFCs are going now. 

But there is “a huge reluc- 
tance to switch over to hydro- 
carbons in these big, leaky sys- 
tems with their long lengths of 
pipes, because these chemi- 
cals, unlike HFCs, are highly 
flammable. Any leakage and 
there is a danger of explosion. 

At the other end of the mar- 
ket. in tbe little fridges used in 
homes, small shops and pubs, 
the refrigerant is hermetically 
sealed for Hs entire life, so there 
Is very little danger of leakage. 
Ifrovided the HFCs are des- 
troyed or recycled when the 
fridge is scrapped, they make no 
contribution to global warming. 

Thus while Greenpeace’s 
successful campaign to per- 
suade an industry to change 
basic technology is impressive, 
it seems unlikely to achieve 
any great environmental gain. 

In any case, when it comes to 
buying fridges, the British con- 
sumer shows little of that 
earnest German ecological con- 
sciousness. Talk to anyone in 
the business and they will tell 
you: what counts in the show- 
room is price, price and price. 



WALK THE PROPOSED 
NEWBURY BYPASS 

ON SUNDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 


...and see for yoarself the destruction that «UI be 
wreaked upon some of Britain's most 
splendid woodland, heaffi and wafer meadow 
if this wanton desecration of our emmhysHle 
is allowed to proceed. 


12 poop, where a tree shuttle sentee 
will take ran to tbe start of the walk. This will 
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£ Ideas 


14 

If yoa are net arriwlng by trafc £ pfease use 8te 
pnblic ear Baits in Newbury and pick 
up the shuttle buses from the station. 

For details of coaches #^fo Newbury, 

please ^pkoue the infonnafloB hotline 
080990 224488. 
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obituaries /g azette 

Patrick 
Ludlow 


When he returned to the West 
End stage in 1987 in The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest, 
Patrick Ludlow as the butler 
Merriman “moved about with 
the hangdog expression of a dis- 
carded cabinet minis ter and 
the timing of a master. Who is 
this man and where has he 
been?” a critic wondered. 

Ludlow, then in his mid- 
eighties, was an actor of the old 
school. He had been on the 
stage since 1915, when his 
mother summoned him b y 
telegram from his- prep school 
in Eastbourne to appear in the 
West End in Peter nm. 

He spent the next 80 years as 
one of London’s or North 
America's best-groomed tour- 
ing character actors and occa- 
sional playwright, manager, 
director ana author. Much of his 
working life was spent on the 
move, when every town had two 
or three theatres; and though be 
rarely made the headlines in his 
80-odd films and television 
commercials or the dozens of 
plays he acted in or directed he 
was never, until his late 
seventies, out of work for long. 

ThU, slim, elegant and un- 
failingly civil, Ludlow came 
from an acting generation 
which set store by its manners, 
discipline and personal ap- 
pearance; and the school of act- 
ing into which be found hims elf 
pushed was that of light come- 
dy. Naturalistic, debonair, 
throwaway, it formed a reaction 
to the Victorian tradition of 
grand gestures and oratorical 
flourish. These comedies of 
manners were shamelessly triv- 
ial by modern intellectual val- 
ues and hopelessly bereft of 
social, political or philosophical 
significance. When properly 
acted, though, they could be 
funny, graceful and charming. 
They might even have style. 

Ludlow had style, on stage 
and off But it was never as easy 
as it looked. Founded on the 
principle of the art that conceals 
art. it had to look effortless. Sir 
Charles Hawtrey, an early hero 
of Ludlow's, was its leading ex- 
ponent. It demanded polish 
and personality, holding an 
audience's attention while do- 
ing apparently nothing. And 
immaculate timing. 


Not that Ludlow knew any- 
thing about such technical mat- 
ters when Hawtrey turned him 
down for Where The Rainbow 
Ends and Dion Bouricaixlt took 
him on for Peter Pan. Ludlow 
was 11. Within three years he 
made a name for hims elf in the 
West End, in 1918, then on 
Broadway in a comedy-thriller. 
The Luck of the Navy. 

He stayed in the United 
States for two other light come- 
dies, before sailing back to 
England to loin Hawtrey at the 
St James's m His Lady Friends 
(1920). The title catches the 
tone of Ludlovian light come- 
dy; and for the rest of what he 
liked to call his “see-saw'’ career 
spent touring at home and 
abroad Ludlow remained ab- 
sorbed by what it is that makes 
a light comedy worthwhile. 

He never gave up. If he was 
“resting”, he would write plays 
or journalism; in 1988 he pub- 
lished Bloody Ludlow, an auto- 
biography and account of his 
Civil Wax ancestors. 

He wrote hundreds of articles 
for national syndication in 
provincial theatre programmes; 
and last year dispatched to the 
National Theatre a play about 
Hollywood in the Twenties. He 
foiled to understand why the 
National Theatre should de- 
mand the cost of the postage be- 
fore returning the manuscript. 

Even as he lay dying there 
came an invitation to join on a 
television show an actress he 
had worked with 60 years ago; 
though he himself never 
possessed a television seL 

It was on the small screen 
that he had acted one of his 
favourite Shakespearean roles, 
Cassius, though in a modern- 
dress New York version of 
Julius Caesar in 1939. Ludlow 
was by nature a modem-dress 
actor. He tried to join the Old 
Vic in Lilian Baylxs’s day, and 
at the height of the London blitz 
he acted for that defiant Shake- 
spearean Robert Atkins, as Du- 
main in AH's Well That Ends ffell 
and Sir Richard Vernon and 
Gadshill in Heruy IV (Part 1). 

But the lean and nimble 
Ludlow was happiest in dinner 
tails as pompous lordlings and 
rejected suitors, reckless lovers 
and dashing rascals in comedies 


Eighty years an acton Ludlow, with Betty Balfour, in the 1934 musical Evergreen 


and thrillers between the wars 
by authors like Frederick Lons- 
dale, John vac Druten, Noel 
Coward, Rodney Ackland, 
Patrick Hamilton, LB. Priestley, 
Enid Baanold and AA Milne. 

Whether his role in Young 
England (19 34-35) counted as 
costume or modem dress, he 
was never funnier (or unhap- 
pier) in over 73 years of acting 
than as Councillor Scoutmaster 
Ravenscroft in ^falter Rey- 
nolds's famous flop which in- 1 
advertently became a hit. 
Having to face a nightly barrage 
of derision and even coins 
(“they hurt") for a year at four 
different West End theatres 
was a test of patience and 
discipline, as the increasingly 
rowdy audiences gleefully in- 
terrupted the actors, loudly an- 
ticipated their lines and 
wrought havoc with what should 
have been a solemn drama. 

Small wonder if Ludlow, 
whose frail, comical figure as the 
hero, an adult Boy Scout, had 
set the house on a roar (espe- 
cially Mien he looked so af- 
fronted), withdrew to the film 
studios, declining an offer to 
direct the show in New York. 

It was while making the film 


Gangway in 1936 with Jessie 
Matthews that he found another 
kind of inadvertent fame; this 
time as a symbol of the rights 
of the individual. Waiting for a 
bus at Knigbtsbridge one chilly 
March day, he was wearing a 
heavy overcoat and, a stickler 
for sartorial elegance, carrying 
another to the tailor’s to have 
its lapels pressed. Sidling up to 
him in a dirty raincoat a semfiy- 
lookmg man asked: “What are 
you doing with that coat?" 

Unaccustomed to questions 
from strangers in the street, 
Ludlow made to board his bus 
when another, even scruffier, 
man appeared next to him and 
put the same question. Ludlow 
took them ftjr race-course touts. 
“We are pohee officers,” one of 
them announced. Demanding 
proof, the actor glimpsed a 
dirty card; and having missed 
enough buses said: ‘If you are 
policemen you may follow me, 
but I must catch this bus.” 

They promptly pulled him off 
it, mamied him, one on either 
arm, to the police station where 
after a phone call to his father, 
a solicitor, he was grudgingly re- 
leased without apology. Not a 
man to be affront ed with im- 


punity , Ludlow brought an ac- 
tion a gains t the police, and in 
1938a jmy in the King's Bench 
Division awarded him £300 
against the two police consta- 
bles for false imprisonment 

The Lord Chief Justice, Lord 
Hewart asked: 

Is it easy 10 imagine a more gross in- 
dignity offered to a perfectly inof- 
fensive, perfectly mnoceni and 
respectable professional gentleman? 
It is a perilous thing when great pow- 

great' farce behind^an: recklessly, 
foolishly or aver-zealously employed. 

One of the most priceless posses- 
sions is the liberty of the subject U 
once w: show any signs of giving way 
to the abominable doctrine that be- 
cause things are done by officials 
therefore some immunity must be ex- 
tended to them, what is to become 
of our country? 

After a well-received per- 
formance as Young Marlow in 
She Stoops to Conquer (Arts 
1943 ), Ludlow formed his own 
touring company, adapted a 
french frolic, Mou-Mou, which 
he had seen in Paris, and in the 
1950s ran various local reps. He 
managed the Norwegian Bal- 
let’s tour of Britain. He toured 
his own revival of Cocteau’s The 
Respectable Prostitute, acted in 
Shaw and Pinero at Pitlochry, 
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Genet's The Balcony in London, 
and in the 1960s revived The 
Luck of the Navy half a centu- 
ry after it first brought him luck 
as a juvenile, and light comedies 
in the now defunct Hawtrey tra- 
dition bearing such titles as 
This Thing Catted Love and 
Hot and Cold in All Rooms. 

When Donald Sinden 
brought Ludlow back into the 
theatre in the 1 98fts for The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest, Lud- 
low seemed to be making his 
entrances as the butler late. 

Sinden gently raised the sub- 
ject “Oh?" said Ludlow in sur- 
prise. “Late?" But he was 
always a little late. It was some- 
thing he had learned with 
Hawtrey. “Come on late - but 
quick!” There was no teaching 
an old and now very deaf dog 
new tricks after 72 years. Lud- 
low learnt his timing in the old 
school; and, as the critic said, he 
was still a master. 

Adam Benedick 


John Patrick Sutton Ludlow, ac- 
tor. bom London 24 March 
1903 ; married 1935 Hylda Tay- 
lor ( Paulette Ludlow; marriage 
dissolved). 1955 Maja Garner ; 
died London 27 January 1996. 


The Yen Basil Wingfield Digby 


Basil Wingfield Digby came of 
a Dorset family whose ancestors 
had lived m and around Sher- 
borne for some four centuries, 
and which has for generations 
provided clergy to the Church 
of England. 

Born in 1910, he was edu- 
cated at Marlborough, where he 
was a friend of the actor James 
Mason, and at Christ Church, 
Oxford. He read for the Church 
at Wycliffe Hall and served a 
first curacy at St Paul’s, Ftsh- 
erton, before going to St 
George’s, Oakdale. When the 
Second World War came he vol- 
unteered and ended up as se- 
nior Chaplain to the 7th 
Armoured Division, for which 
he was appointed MBE in 1944. 

In 1940 he had married Bar- 
bara Budge. “Her quickness of 
perception and sharpness of 
judgement," writes the Very 
Rev Peter Baelz, one of his for- 
mer curates, “admirably com- 
plemented his more deliberate 
and straightforward outlook.” 


They had four children, the last 
of whom followed his father into 
the Church. 

In 1947 Wingfield Digby be- 
came Vicar of Sherborne, 
where his father had been vic- 
ar before him. He thus re- 
turned to the home of his 
childhood Sherborne was by 
then a large and active town and 
its abbey one of the greatest 
churches in the Diocese of Sal- 
isbury. It was a job which re- 
quired vision and the ability to 
reconcile the demands of town 
and gown. 

Wingfield Digby was “a 
friendly, faithful, four-square 
parish priest", Baelz writes, 
“thorough rather than imagi- 
native, quietly competent rather 
than noisily original . . . His in- 
stinct for liturgy was matched by 
the clarity of his voice and the 
beauty of his singing. Above all 
he communicated both in word 
and deed a sense of the de- 
pendability of God. A man of 
deep faith, he had his feet firm- 


ly on the ground ... Basil Wing- 
field Digby was the sort of per- 
son who, were the abbey to fail 
down, would simply say Too 
bad! We must see how we can 
build it up again.’ " 

He was greatly appreciated 
and respected in the schools and 
in the town as well as in the 
abbey. As Rural Dean he ruled 
over a happy chapter Much at 
one time included Archbishop 
Fisher. 

In 1967 Wingfrield Digby 
became Archdeacon of Sarurn. 
This gave him a change of ter- 
ritory and a wider sphere for his 
gifts.' He combined the post with 
that of Treasurer in Salisbury 
Cathedral. The Dean with 
whom he chiefly served was the 
late Fenton Morley. Canon 
Cyril Taylor (100 Hymns for To- 
day) was Precentor and I was 
Chancellor, with the Wingfield 
Digjbys as next-door neighbours. 
One could not have asked for 
better. We were also a happy 
Chapter, Much is a somewhat 


rare phenomenon in the 
Church of England (see Trol- 
lope passim ). 

It was a period of renewal 
and expansion. The cathedral 
began to take on some of the 
characteristics of a parish 
church. Congregations in- 
creased and there was a new 
feeling of fellowship, encour- 
aged by Fenton and Marjory 
Morley and admirably sup- 
ported by Basil and Barbara 
Wingfield Digby. I remember 
that when any rather contro- 
versial change was lo be put 
across, such as “passing the 
Peace", it was always Wingfield 
Digby who was appointed to 
preach. The case with which this 
ancient custom of the Church 
was accepted by nearly all the 
congregation owed much to 
the respect 'and trust they felt 
for him. 

It was at this time. too. that 
the Dean and Chapter re- 
introduced entry charges, or to 
be precise, rather firmly solicited 


voluntary contributions. Ob- 
jectors were fairly common at 
first and Wingfield Digby was 
a sympathetic listener but a firm 
supporter of the principle. 

He would have been the first 
to admit that he was not at 
home Mlh modem trends in 
theology and I think he would 
have found life difficult in the 
quicksands of the Church today. 
His proper place was in one of 
those old country churches 
where Lhe door was always ajar, 
the Bible open on the lectern 
and the altar Oanked by tablets 
of the Lord's Prayer and the Ten 
Commandments. 

But for Basil Wingfield Dig- 
by there was an 11th com- 
mandment: Thou sbalt fish. It 
was an occupation which he 
shared Mlh the Apostles Peter 
and Andrew and, like Lhem, he 
was called to become a fisher of 
men. 1 would like to suggest to 
the authorities of Sherborne 
Abbey that they erect a plaque 
to him with the quotation from 



Wingfield Digby: four-square 

Isaak Walton: “An excellent 
angler, and now Mlh God”. 

Ian Dunlop 

Stephen Basil Wingfield Digby, 
priest: bom 10 November 1910; 
ordained deacon 1936 priest 
1937; MBE 1944; l Tear of Sher- 
borne with Casdeton and UUing- 
ton 1947-68; Archdeacon of 
Sarum 1968-79; Canon Resi- 
dentiary Salisbury Cathedral 
1968-79, Treasurer 1971-79; mar- 
ried 1940 Barbara Budge (died 
1987; three sons, one daughter); 
died Sherborne 22Januarv 1996. 
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Lois Child 


Lp «g Child was an educational- help is. It is the freedom than ani 
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influenced 
worked with her in the field of 
“progressive" education; a label 
che considered nebulous jn its 
use to coverall departures from 
traditional education, and not 
easy to define. For her it meant 
perhaps evolving ways in which 
children could learn and find 
fulfilment in an educational 
structure which allowed them 
the freedom to make choices of 
their own. 

Educated herself at Chel- 
tenham Ladies’ College and 
Newnham College, Cambridge, 
Lois Hare subsequently dis- 
covered an unexpected pleasure 
in teaching while wor king a t 
CbStelard School in Switzer- 
land. On her return to England 
in 1929, she took a post at Be- 
dales, teaching history from 
1930 to 1936 and then from 
1944 to 1946. 

At Bedales, she met and 
married Hu Child. It was an ex- 
ceptionally happy marriage, 
an d the deep affection and re- 
markable qualities of their four 
children suggest perfect par- 
enting. She concentrated on 
their upbringing and then 
worked in teacher training as a 
lecturer in education. 

Having been involved in pro- 
gressive education at Bedales 
and convinced of its value, it was 
a natural progression for the 
Childs, many years later, to 
take on the joint headship of 
Dartmgton Hall School in De- 
von. When they went there in 
1956, this famous co-educa- 
tional boarding school (found- 
ed in 1931) was in decline: 
falling numbers, finances a 
source of anxiety, its inspira- 
tional first Head, Bill Curry, ill 
and the trustees divided about 
the school’s role and future. 

The Childs tackled this situ- 
ation with clear-sighted 
courage. First the numbers had 
to be built up and the economy 
underpinned By 1959, the trust 
and the Heads were confident 
enough to plan a new boarding 
house for 40 children. It was 
opened in 1961, along with new 
laboratories, art and craft work- 
shops, an assembly hall, a new 
dining room, and later a new 
music room. When the Childs 
retired in 1968, they left a well- 
equipped school, recognised 
tty the Department of Educa- 
tion and Science, academically 
sound and financially viable. 
The ideals of the founders, 
Leonard and Dorothy Elm- 
hurst were upheld and the 
“freedom” managed in such a 
way that pupils made good use 
of their abilities, and the old 
myths - that no one attended a 
class unless they felt like it, that 
promiscuity prevailed - were 
firmly disposed ot 

Underlying all that the Ghflds 
did was a profound under- 
standing of child psychology. 
They recognised the chilcfs 
need for security and therefore 
for some forms of discipline, ul- 
timately self-imposed. In an 
article on discipline for the 
New Era magazine, later 
reprinted in the book Let's 
Teach Them Rigfit (1969), Lois 
Child wrote: 

The task of the adolescent is to in- 
ternalise authority, and whatever 
the rationality of the rules be has 
helped to make, he still has his own 
irrationalities to face in the matter 
of obeying them. In this task be is de- 
pendent on adult help and it is the 
quality of his relatio nship with adults 
which determines how available that 


atmosphere and ethos 
permssiye school derive. 


the 
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. That freedom fr6m author 
tariamsm was of value not only 
to pupils but also to members, 
of staff. New ideas, afi ideas, - 
were discussed as between 
equals and experiment en- 
couraged. When a young sci- 
ence teacher showed interest in 
early trial materials of Nufijgtf 
Biology - the first natianat&i. 
ence curriculum devetopnfem 
project — the Childs backed 
him. Their support for a new 
way of teaching science which 
was child-centred ahdootdj. 

dactic was mdkative of tbejr 
educational approach; j . 

As a teacher, Child ainmt 
nated aity subject she chbse. Her 
classes in Latin proved fasci- 
nating even to the reluctant 
pupil, and her e xtryamnaifar mSr 
courses on comparative Jp*, J - 
held in the ew cofogs at-Dart- i 
ington, were always bversub- >- ■- 

seabed A person of culture and i ■■ 

learning, she was ready to con- : i- 

sidmaxtyquestkn^Mftfciii,:. £ ^ ] 

practical. Sh^hat? tunS^J.' 
made time, for everyone.' ’ 1* j- .1 

In retirement, there were i ' 
other interests and activities, in- • \ 

eluding teaching English to ; 
Asian women in north London, - 
An abiding leisure pmsuit was £ . ' 
gardening: a huge garden was t 


&■? • 



Child: no authorit aria ni sm 

kMngtymadecmahfflademthe 
Cotswolds, and later, when 
arthritis reduced her scope, 
two enchanting adjoining 
walled gardens behind a tow- 
house in Totnes. She once ca- 
sually remarked that the curry 
plant in one of than was so 
strong it made the place smell 
like an Indian takeaway. 

Lois Child was ageless. She 
never became old, except in 
body. Her mind remained .as 
penetrating and herhumqSfcas 
keen as they ever were. ana She 
never lost her ability to find an 
affinity with people of all ages, 
types and conditions. She was 
a person of rare quality, able to 
enliven any conversation by 
her perception and humour. She 
was impatient of received 
opinions, always questioning, 
turning ideas upside-dawn, pro- 
voking thought, and so cun- 
ningly that her listeners - 
participants would be a better 
word, for she talked with, nev- 
er at - enjoyed having the rugs 
pulled from under them. Per- 
haps it was these habits of mind 
that made her such a good 
teacher. 

Join: Maryehurch 
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Lois Aitkin Hare, educationalist: ;*«• 

bom 10 January 1906; joint [£» : 
Head, Darlington Hall School i 
195668: married 1932 Hu Child 
(died 1978: one son, three daugft- ' 
lets); died 24 January 1996 


Yoshihiro Tokugawa, chamber- 
lain to Emperor Hirohito of 
Japan for over 50 years, died 
Tokyo 2 February, aged 89. On 


15 August 1945 he stopped 
rebel soldiers seizing Hironito’s 
recording of Japan's surrender 
in the Second world War. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

DAVY: On 29 January 1996, to D iana 
(nee Jcfflinefc) and Robm. a daughter, 
a sister for Oscar. 

HOLDER: On 3 1 January, to dare l otfe 
Wheaton) and Andrew, a son, Otoen 
William, a beautiful babv brother for 
Joseph, Thomas and Auce. 

lo Justin and Akx, a daugh- 
ter. Paige Madison, on 26 January, in 
North Vancouver, Canaria, a sister for 
Christian. 

PARNHAM: On 31 January, to Jane 
(nde Perry) and Peter, a 'daughter, 
Rosemary Alice, a sister for Jamie. 

DEATHS 

GROVE: On 31 January JW6.suddenJv. 
at home, Olive Ruth, aged 65 wans, 
of Crewkerne in Somerset. Widow of 
the late Ken and mother of Tom. Fu- 
neral service win take plaoc at St Mar- 
tin's Church. North (trrott.au Friday 
9 February at 2pm, followed by iiw 
ferment. family Dowers only, please, 
donations if desired for Save the Chfl- 
dreno'o AJ. Wately & Sons. Chapel 
House. Hermitage Street, Crcwk- 
eme. Somerset, telephone 01400 
7 4547. 

WHITTINGTON: Joyce, widow- of Dr 
Richard Whittington, died peace ful- 
ly tm Tuesday 30 January. Funeral ser- 
vice at Cambridge Crematorium at 
IlJOam on Monday 5 February. 
Friends' Memorial Meeting in be an- 
nounced later. 

WILSON: Peter, in Cardiff, on 30 Jan- 
uary 1996. aged 49. Beloved husband 
of Barbara, much-loved father of 
Kate and Thomas Requiem Mass. 
130pm. Wednesday 7 February. 
Christ the King. Liamshea. rationed 
bv cremation. Family flowers only 
please, donations if desired \o In- 
tensive Core Unit, University Hospital 
Of Whies. via J- Funeral .Di- 

rectors, 259 Cow-bridge Road East, 
Cardiff CF5 1BD. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Miss Maev Alexander, ac- 
tress, 48: Mr George Allan, Head- 
master, Robert Gordon's College. 
Aberdeen, 60; Sir Anthony Aiment, 
obstetrician and gynaecologist, 74; 
Miss Gillian, Ayres, painter, 66; Mr 
She Iky Berman, comedian. 70; Mr 
Michael Dickinson, racehorse train- 
er, 46; Mr Val Doomcan, singer, 67; 
The Earl of Antrim, former Keeper 
of Conservation, Tate Gallery, 61; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir John Guigcll, for- 
mer Gentleman Usher of the Black 
Rod, 71; Sir Edgar Keaiinge. farmer 
MP. 91; Mr Jeremy Kemp, actor. 61; 
Mr James Michener, novelist, 89; 
Baroness O'Cathain, former man- 
aging director, the Barbican Centre, 
5S; Miss Elaine Padmore, director. 
Royal Danish Opera. 49; Brigadier 
the Hon Dame Mary Khl former Di- 
rector of the WRAC. 80; Lord Sher- 
field. Chancellor Emeritus, Reading 
University, 92; Mr Robert Simpson, 
cricketer and manager, 60; Mr Glen 
Tetley, choreographer, 70; Mr 
Frankie Vaughan, singer, 68; Mr 
Alan 'Waaon, chairman. Corporate 
Television Networks, SS. 

TOMORROW: Mr Peter Alien, 
broadcaster, 50; Vice-Admiral Sir Pe- 
ter Ashmore. 75; The Hon Sir Give 
Bossom Bt, former MP. 7S; Mr Jim 
Cunningham MR 55; Dr RE. Thomp- 
son Hancock, specialist in cancer 
treatment, 92; Lord Haslam, former 
chairman, British Coal. 73; Mr Rus- 
sell Hohan, author. 71; The Hon Mrs 
Ray Michie MP, 62; Mr Stanley 
Newens. MEP. 66; Sir Michael 
Nicholson, a Lord Justioc of Appeal, 
Northern Ireland, 63; Dr McIntosh 
Patrick, painter and etcher, 89; Mr 
Charles Pollard, Chief Constable, 
Thames VUlcy, 51; Mr William Ross 
MP, 60; Mr Richard Ryder MP, 47: 
Lord Shawcross QC, former Attor- 

ney-Genenil and fanner Chancellor, 
Sussex University, 94; Mr John 
WQkra. former managing director. 
London PhiBannonic, 53; Mr Nor- 


man Wisdom, actor and comedian, 
81; The Most Rev Derek Worlock, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Liv- 
erpool. 76; Sir Christopher Zee- 
man, former Principal. Hertford 
College, Oxford, 71. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Horace Greeley, 
newspaper editor. 1811; Gertrude 
Stem, author and critic. 1874. Deaths 
Richard “Beau” Nash, gambler and 
dandy. 1762; Boris Karloff (William 
Henry Pratt), actor. 1969: John Cas- 
savetes, actor, director and screen- 
writer, 19S9. On this day: Greece was 
declared lo be independent under the 
protection of France, Russia and 
Britain, 1830; the United States and 
Germany broke off diplomatic rela- 
tions, 1917. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Aztskar, St Blaise, St la the Vir- 
gin. St Laurence of Canterbury. St 
Laurence of Spoleto, Saint Margaret 
"of England” and St Wcrburga. 

TOMORROW: Births: Pierre Cartel 
de dumb lain de Marivaux, play- 
wright and novelist, 1688; Jacques 
Prevert, poet and novelist, 1900; 
Charles Augustus Lindbergh, aviator. 
1902. Deaths: Karen Carpenter, 
singer, 1983: Uberace TWIadiziu 
VaJeniino), entertainer, 1987. On this 
day: foe command of foe German 
Army was assumed by Adolf Hit ler, 
1938; Ceylon (later known as Sri Lan- 
ka) became an independent state, 
1948; sweet rationing ended in 
Britain, 1953. Tomorrow is the Feast 
Day of St Andrew Corsmi, bishop, 
St Isidore of Pehrahnn.St Joan of Vd- 
ois, St John de Britto, St Joseph of 
Leenesa, St Mndan. St Nicholas Stu- 
dites. St Philcas, Si Rembert and St 
ThcophiltB the Penitent. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

Natfonl Gallery: Mari Griffith, 
"Sins cm Saturdays (i): Courbet. 


Vtumg Ladies on the Banks of the 
Seine”, 12pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Trevor 
LandelJ. "Sculpture and Dress" (for 
visitors with impaired hearing), 
2_30pm, 

Tate Cailery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Aspects of Cezanne". 1pm. 
TOMORROW 

National Portrait Gallery: David 
King, “Who's Your Fat Friend? A 
Portrait of 'Prinny' ", 3pm. 

Dinners 

Honourable ArtOlety Company 
Mess Club 

The Loid Mayor ol London. Mr John 
Chalsm-y. and the Sheriffs attended 
a dinner held by the Artillery Com- 
pany Mess Chib yesterday evening at 
Armoury House, London EC1. Col 
Sir Colin Cole. President of the 
Club, was m (be chair. Col CJL Mar- 
tin, the Lord Mayor, Major Profes- 
sor R. Sander and Lord McCOlJ of 
Dulwich were the speakers. 

Byron Society 

Lord Byron hosted a dinner-debate 
for the Byron Society held yesterday 
evening in the Peers’ Dining Room. 
House of Lords. London SW1. Lord 
Blake presided. Lord Byron, the 
Countess of Eldon, (he Earl of fleft- 
ester. the Earl of Liverpool and Vis- 
count Maitland were the speaker*. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Prim UavrSlrtloraUemfr-jhinti bdhnunttnr 
the Rug}* Uuajfl maid) hclwccn Engtmd and 
Wn « Tnk toili a m . MkMlpgK and 
M ftmua. SuaOMi BMuuatiin L>uii)B.aUCfliblt)e 
bub nt [hr Ifohn-Ehvuir SrunMi NaUmml 
CtumpMuluTn at the Mcatbiutianl Spurts 
Centre. EUM a i/ sh. 

Changing of the Guard 

TOCMS The HwMd Cmatxr MniHnl Rrr- 
taaent mounb *c Qucm'i uic r.iuij ol Hov 
tmntj, I lane ll Bstahu [ rrJi Tnuikbi nsttmls 
the Oucvn'? Guid. at ttedkkglwu ralace. 
1 1 -Warn haol pnnulcd Ih Uk lnsh (Jiraiib.TO- 
WOBROtt; Toe IliweMiJ Civuln M imw -.i 
Kegant onain the Oueen s Lite Huaii] al Hone 


Tap-dancing around the figure of Jesus 

irge Steiner upsets lots of people, 
iaSy the busy small mammals of 


George dtcmer upsets lots oi people, es- 
pcciaUy the busy small mammals of the 
Lit Crir world - the Critters. He deplores 
their building of careers on fractional dif- 
ferences of opinion, to the exclusion of any 
creative activity. He wants deeper mean- 
ings than our ago can stand. In a world 
that offers only practical wisdom, he 
craves transcendent meaning. He insists 
that true art is not feasible outside live pres- 
ence of God. We exclude God from the 
act of creation, and attempt to landfill the 
infinity of absence with the detritus of 
commentary. 

Steiner's cultural snobbery and fright- 
ful name-dropping invite mockery. He re- 
calls Kurt Vonnegut’s stoiy in which the 
planet Jralfamadore discovers that the 
Earth is to be destroyed, and only can avert 
the catastrophe. So they send an emissary, 
who lands in an American suburb and 
knocks earnestly on the nearest door. But 
the Tralfamndoreans communicate in a 
language that sounds like a combination 
of farting and tap-dancing. (A wickedly 
precise description of how Steiner appears 
to some.) When the messenger begins his 
talc he is beaten to death on the doorstep 
with a golf club. 

Steiner can offend. He is supremely a 
commentator on the Holocaust. But he 
avoids the customary pieties prescribing 
repentance and rxxxmciUaijon. His longest 
fictional piece. “The Portage of A.H- to 
San Cristobal", creates a diatribe against 
the genocidal elements found in the He- 
brew scriptures - and puls the words in 
the mouth of Hitler. The harsh exclusions 
found in both Jewish and Christian texts 
do invite a heavily armed chosen people 
to self-righteous violence. Steiner shines 
a fierce light mlo that darkness. 


faith p reason 

J <fV 

The Rev John Kennedy this 
week considers the work of 
George Steiner, a provocative 
polymath and alarmingly subtle 
theologian who has much to 
teach Christians about God. 


He is as rigorous in his treatment of 
Christian texts, of St Paul and of John's 
Gospel. Steiner shows the importance of 
their claim that the Jews murdered their 
own Messiah. He asserts that only a Jew 
like Paul could preach so exclusive a 
Gospel in the name of universal love, and 
ironically so exclusive of the Jews. And in 
one overflowing phrase he sees Paul as 
holding the catastrophic view that hu- 
manity is “held hostage to the Jewish ‘no* 
to Christ". Further, the demanding nature 
of God's love for us, “breaks the soul". It’s 
a .telling phrase, but Steiner’s instincts fail 
him here; the Christian devotee would in- 
sist that this is what the soul is for - not 
to Iasi for ever, but to be broken daily and 
remade by God. 

He reworks John’s Gospel in an equal- 
ly provocative way. He is suly to replay the 
received wisdom that the deaths of 
Socrates and Jesus arc similarly decisive 
for Western culture- But Steiner's reflec- 
tion on John’s account of the last supper 
really docs persuade us that our beloved 
is lo be murdered. And here, only too read- 


ily to hand, is Judas; with his departure 
from the table, Jesus is glorified and the 
Jews damned, in one s eamless moment 
So is the wonder of Christ shown to be in- 
humanly exclusive. Steiner provokes us to 
rephrase our favourite text. He implies that 
God so hated the world that He gave His 
only son, that whoever does not believe 
in Him should perish. 

Here Steiners challenge has special 
force. He sayswhai many theologians have 
said, but better. He leads Christians to a 
deeper, more complex and ardent devo- 
tion. But be makes us «dmit that such won- 
der entails the preposterous, the inhuman 
claim to be the Elect of God. 

This is demanding stuff And, contrary 
to his billing. Steiner’s passion does seem 
a little exhausted, when he offers us a way 
out of t his dilemma. He invites us lo “ab- 
dicate from the Messianic". If this means 
doing violence to our texts, then so much 
the better for humanity- This notion is 
compelling especially for those looking 
back with horror to the holocaust and for- 
ward with apprehension to Europe's con- 
tinuing encounter with Islam. 

The abdication he proposes implies that 
our believing suffers from an excess of 
transcendent meaning, and a lack of 
practical wisdom. God may want his trea- 
sure carried in vessels earthier and more 
serviceable than those of Moses, PUuIgfed 
John. It is hard to deny that our tendeh- 
cy to treat the world as a vestibule of heav- 
en has turned it into a suburb of hell. But 
how to honour the distinctive glory of 
Chnst in a way that is not inh uman in hs 
exclusions? Steiner is a s till passionate pro- 
voker of such thought and feeling. So read 
him and enjoy - but enjoy the tap- 
dancing and skip the rest 
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STERLING 

Country Spot 

1 month 3momha 

US 

1569 

12-6 

34-31 

Graft 

208S 

ff-9 

43-31 

Germany 


5W8 

66-66 

Franca 

73S9S 

®tt 

350-36 

My 

22992 

64-79 

207-231 

Japan 

6203 

77-72 

235-228 

SU 
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64 

3329 - 

Denwk 


64- TO 

421-308 

Wfterfena 


67-58 

67-62 

intend 

09687 

0-7 

25-19 

Noray 

92S8Q 

127-75 

354-266 

Span 


35-46 

16-133 

Sudan 

mm 

■G23 

4359 
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Tourist 

Rate 

CB«I 


AusntajDcdarsi 

19B00 

AurinefSehtags) 

63WX7 

Beigun (Francs) 

450000 

CBnaoafDatara) 

20250 

Cypno(PfM«fe) 

onaa 

Denmark (Kioto) 

ajsaoo 

HotaradiGiaaeni) 

24750 

FHandiUgrtej 

60600 


C Buys 

FrarwtFfanesi 75000 

Oermanyflte**) 22000 

G*a 068 {CrBdwnel) 3680000 

Mono KonofDotarsj tt53oo 

hsriri(RuniB) ooboo 

ImJyfUaJ 23500000 

Japsnfitol feiOOOO 

MaBadJrtJ 03425 
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Investment: Powerful arguments over Rolls **17 

Mattel Report: Yorkshire Electricity is bid favourite 



British Telecom versus the regulator 


tars.-*- 




MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


BT warned its profits could be 
halved and that many thousands 
of jobs would be lost under 
■ tough new pricing proposals by 
the telecoms watchdog, Don 
Cruickshank. 

Launching its offensive 
against the regulator, BT called 
_for a staged end to pricing con- 
trols as competition becomes 
more established, beginning 
next year with caps on national 
calls. 

Unless BT and Mr Cruick- 


shank can agree on pricing 
will be re- 


changes, the company 
ferred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

Peter McCarthy Ward. BTTs 
project director on price con- 
trols, said: 

“The old approach to setting 
prices mav be losing its validi- 
ty- 

“The next price control will 
last until 2001 or 2002. That is 
a long period, encompassing a 
great deal of -change. " 

Under Mr Cruickshank’s 
. proposals, BTs rate of return 
would be cut id between 9 and 
13 from around 19 per cent at 
-present. 

The company alleges that it 
faces increased risk in a rapid- 
ly changing marketplace and 


that any reduction is wholly un- 
justified. 

BT also warns that the clamp- 
down would force it to cut bade 
on investment and that other 
companies, whose pricing is set 
to compete with BT may be 
forced to follow suiL 

John Butler, BTs director for 
regulatory affoirs, added: “It is 
not going to be good news for 
jobs - not just for BT but across 
the industry”. 

He warned that a deteriora- 
tion in Britain's telecommuni- 
cations sector would also 
prompt potential investors in 
this and other industries to 
c hann el their money elsewhere. 

Mr Butler said: “It is not just 
brave entrepreneurs but major 
companies such as AT&T of the 
US that are tilting their lances 
against us. 

“I find it very hard to come 
up with a case that says our risk 
is diminishing.’' 

The onslaught of cable com- 
panies and newcomers, includ- 
ing Energis and lonica, meant 
that BT could be no longer con- 
sidered a low-risk utility. 

Mr Butler also pointed to the 
opening up of the European 
market and the speed of tech- 
nological change in the mar- 
ketplace as adding to the 
uncertainties in the industry. 

Under the present regime. 
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Fighting back: Tough new Cruickshank proposals ‘could costs thousands of jobs and frighten investors away from Britain’ 

Watchdog’s 
plan could 
halve profit, 

BT warns 


CITY & BUSINESS EDITOR: JEREMY WARNEI 
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which ends next year, BT must 
keep overall price changes on 
a range of basic services to in- 
flation minus IS percentage 
points. 

Mr Cruickshank’s office, Of- 
tel, is consulting on what should 
follow. But it has made it clear 
that it will assume a much 
lower cost of capital and rate of 
return in deciding the new 
scheme. 


Mr Cruickshank has also said 
be expects BT to show marked 
improvements in efficiency, but 
the company, which has shed 
1 00,000 jobs in recent years, ar- 
gues that there is a limit to how 
much it can do. 

BT wants not only a higher 
cost of capital but a strict 
timetable under which services 
should be released from any 
cap. 


From 1997 onwards, it says 
that private circuits and national 
calls should be freed from con- 
trols, followed a year later by in- 
ternational calls. 

By “the mUlenium*’ local 
calls, line rentals and connec- 
tions should be released, leav- 
ing controls only on charges 
levied by BT on rival operators 
for using its wires to complete 
their customers' calls. 


The company’s initial re- 
sponse to the regulator was 
delivered yesterday and no final 
decision is likely until the mid- 
dle of the year. 

Separately, BT also re- 
sponded to Mr Cruickshank's 
plan to take on a “sweeping” 
new anti-competitive power. 
This would replace a myriad of 
powers against specific types of 
behaviour and would allow Mr 


Cruickshank to act much more 
rapidly where he sees fit 
BT says it recognises the 
need for change but that Oftel's 
proposals give Mr Cruickshank 
too much power. 

It wants, at the very least, the 


right to an independent review 
of ar 


-/any decisions he takes, with 
the ability to have them referred 
to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. 



Spindler ‘finally ousted’ from Apple 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 


The long-anticipated ousting 
of Michael Spindler as chief ex- 
ecutive of Apple Computer ap- 
peared to have become reality 


yesterday, with several reports 
naming Gilbert Amelio of Na- 


Michael Spindler: Reported to be removed Photograph: AP 


tional Semiconductors Corp as 
his replacement. 

National Semiconductors 
confirmed yesterday that Mr 
Amelio, widely respected as a 
master of corporate turn- 
arounds, had tendered his res- 
ignation on Thursday and was 
moving to another company 
but would not identify it 

Apple was making no com- 


ment on reports that appeared 
in several US newspapers that 
both Mr Spindler and the chair- 
man of the company, Mike 
Markkula, had been jettisoned 
during an emergency meeting 
of the company’s board in New 
York on Wednesday. 

The news appeared to mud- 
dy expectations of a buyout of 
Apple by Sun Microsystems, 
which has been engaged in on- 
off negotiations with the com- 
pany since last September. 
Some sources suggested that the 
board's actions indicated that a 
sale to Sun Microsystems was no 
longer imminent. 

Mr Spindler, who suffers 
from high blood pressure, has 


been blamed for the sudden de- 
cline in Apple's fortunes, which 
pioneered the marketing of 
easy-to-use personal computers 
in the 1970s. Analysts said he 
had been thrown overboard 
because he had lost the confi- 
dence of investors. 

With speculation about the 
company’s health intensifying, 
Apple yesterday took foil-page 
advertisements in the UK press, 
signed by Mr Spindler, assuring 
customers that all was well. A 
similar campaign was run in the 
US media last week. 

Apple recently announced 
restructuring plans that include 
the laying on of 1,600 workers. 
It had earlier recorded a $69m 


loss for its first fiscal quarter 
ending 29 December, which 
included the usually profitable 
Christmas retail season. 

Tbe first-quarter loss was 
the last straw in several months 
of bad news for Apple, which 
has seen its market share 
squeezed by the domination of 
the so-called Win tel computer 
standard, based on the Windows 
operating system of Microsoft 
and the chip technology of In- 
tel Corp- Earlier this week, Ap- 
ple's debt rating was cut to 
junk-bond status. 

The height of concern among 
investors was underlined yes- 
terday by James Cramer, pres- 
ident of Cramer & Co and 


owner of 321,000 Apple shares. 
He said he did not care now if 
Apple reached a merger deal 
with Sun Microsystems. “Just 
haring Spindler out is worth a 
few bucks to me,” he said. 

While confirming Mr Ame- 
Uo’s resignation. National Semi- 
conductor said it could offer no 
further information. “We have 
no announcement we can 
make,” a spokeswoman said. “If 
there is another party involved, 
it’s got to be their call”. 

The news of Mr Spindler’s 
demise buoyed Apple shares in 
the Nasdaq in New York in 
morning trading yesterday, 
pushing them 67L5 cents high- 
er to $29 by midday. 


morning fix in London. Heavy 
speculation by hedgeiunds has 
driven the price up by almost 3b 
dollars so far this year. 

The 7 per cent risein just one 

month has come after two years A 

in which the gold {nice barely * 
moved. But there are widely 
divergent explanations about 
what has caused theraDy. - 
Andy Smith, predons metals k 
analyst at UBS, said that the 1 
sudden increase in thftjtpM 
price bore aO the halhnanS of 
a speculative surge. “Gold 
looked a good thing to punt af- 
ter two years in winch it had 
done nothing,” he said. 

However, Kit -Jiickes, cur- 
rency strategist at NatWest 
Markets, said that- the rising 
gold price reflected concern 
about the attempt by hard cur- 
rency countries to revive their 
economies 
exchange rates. 

A further instance of that 
strategy came at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos. 
Hans Tietmeyer, President of 
the Bundesbank said on Friday 
that he believed the dollar * 
could rise against the Marie ^ 
However, Mr Juckes .pointed 
out that despite the recovery in 
the dollar, investors knew that 
its long-term track record was 
one of decline. “The rise in the 
dollar is largely by default- and 
it has left people looking for 
something that s hard.” 

The idea that investors are 
fleeing traditional hard cur- 
rency for gold as a haven of val- 
ue gets backing from the 
breakdown in the relationship 
between the dollar and the 
gold price. Usually the two are 
inversely related; in other 
words, a rise in the price of gold 
goes hand in hand with a fan in 
the value of the dollar. Since the 
end of last year, howeverffoth 
have been rising. 

This view from the currency 
markets finds little favour by 
those yho follow the commod- 
ify markets. According to Mr 
Smith, the price surge has come 
from “only semi-serious mon- 
ey- big as for as the gold mar- 
ket is concerned but a drop in 
the ocean compared with the 
weight of investible funds.” 

Mr Smith argued that the 
price rise was likely to prove 
short-lived. 

The price of gold fell bade on 
profit taking in the afternoon fix 
to $414 SO 
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Mattel calls off 
Hasbro merger 


MAGNUS GRiMOND 


Barbie was left weeping at the 
altar yesterday after her glit- 
tering $5.2bn marriage to Ac- 
tion Man was called off. 

Mattel, the US toy giant 
which owns Barbie, said it was 
withdrawing its S5.2bn (£3.4bn ) 
offer for Hasbro, progenitor of 
Action Man and number two in 
the US toy market, blaming the 
“intolerable climate" created by 
its intended's public tantrums 
following the announcement 
of its bid last week. The merger 
would have created the world’s 
largest toy company with sales 
of over S7bn a year. 

In a letter to Alan Hassenfcld, 
the Hasbro chairman, his op- 
posite number at Mattel. John 
Amerman. vented his spleen at 
being spurned. Mr Amerman 
said Hasbro had “elected to take 
drastic steps, both politically 
and through the media, to great- 
ly increase the difficulty of 
achieving a merger in a timely 
manner." He went on: “Unfor- 
tunately. your 'scorched earth’ 


campaign has created an intol- 
erable climate.” 

The end of what was billed as 
toytown’s marriage of the cen- 
tury sent Hasbro's shares tum- 
bling in New York and left 
would-be wedding on Wall 
Street wondering how it could 
redeem itself. Immediately af- 
ter the announcement but be- 
fore the market opened, the 
shares plunged $8.75 to $32 - 
well below Mattel’s offer at 
the equivalent of $52. Dealers 
were shocked that Mattel could 
have changed its affections so 
suddenly. “I guess Lhey felt 
they weren’t up to getting in a 
protracted mess," said one. Al- 
though be believed Hasbro 
would not be under particular 
pressure from its shareholders, 
he said it was not clear what 
would happen now. 

But another was less san- 
guine, pointing out that Hasbro 
has not been aggressively man- 
aged and needed to take steps 
to appease shareholders. “It's 
incumbent on Hasbro to push 
their stock up", the dealer said. 


Jobs foil raises US recession fears 


RAUL WALLACE 


Monthly change in US employment 


An unexpected sharp foil in em- 
ployment in January raised 
fears that the US economy is 
slipping into recession. As a re- 
sult, economists expect further 
cuts in interest rates following 
this week's quarter point re- 
duction by the US Federal Re- 
serve to 5.25 per cent 

Non-farm payrolls, which had 
been expected "to rise by about 

50.000, instead dropped by 

201.000. With the exception of 
April last year, this was the first 
fan in payrolls for three years 
and the largest since April 1991. 

The unemployment rate also 
rose sharply from 5-6 to 5.8 per 
cent, the highest since April. 

Robert Reich, Labor Secre- 
tary. said that the blizzards had 
obscured the view of the econ- 
omy. But economists said that 
the" fall was too big to be as- 
cribed simply to severe weather. 
It struck alarm beDs about a fast- 
weakening economy. 

Speaking at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos. 
Lawrence Summers, US Deputy 
Treasury Secretary, said that 


600 


'000s 



last year. However, Mr Sfrasz- 
heim said a recession would be 
avoided thanks to the easing in 
monetary policy started by the 
fix! last July. He expected the key 
Fed Funds rate to fall to 4.5 per 
cent by the middle of the year. 

Three-month Eurodollar con- 
tracts reacted pastivdy lo the em- 
ptqymcnl report. They arc pricing 


in two further quarter point re- 
ductions in the Fed Funds rate by 


-300 


June. But the reaction of bond 
dealers was more muled. 
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the crucial priority for 1996 
was “maintaining growth and 
putting In place any measures to 
counteract downside growth". 

The significance of the jobs 
figure is that it provides an up- 
to-date indicator of the overall 
level of economic activity. 
Growth in johs of about 100.000 
a month equates to an approx- 
imately 2 per cent increase in 
real gross domestic product a 
year.Tn 1994, when the econo- 
my was expanding strongly, 
monthly jobs growth ran at al- 
most 300,000. 

Another good proxy for real 


GDP growth is the index of 
hours worked. This fell sharply 
in January from 132.9 to 13 13, 
a further indicator of a flagging 
economy. 

Donald Slraszhcim, chief 
economist at Merrill Lynch, said 
while the figures were affected 
by the severe weather, they were 
further evidence “the US econ- 
omy is gping to be pretty weak 
in the first half of 1995 - a slow- 
down, but not a stop". 

The main reason for the de- 
celeration was a continuing 
attempt by manufacturers to run 
down excess inventories built up 


They were struck by the sharp 
rise of 0.5 per cent in hourly 


earnings, which took the year-on- 
year rate to 33 per ccnL Com- 
bined with the rise in the gold 
price, this raised concern that at- 
tempts to prop up the economy 
might rekindle inflation. 

The setback on the employ- 
ment front came hard after 
other developments signalling 
red for a slowing economy. 
Consumer confidence fell by 12 
points to 87. The US purchas- 
ing managers’ index of the 
health of manufacturing 
dropped from 46 to 44.2. Retail 
sales also grew by considerably 
less than had been expected. 


Nationwide 
sees house 
price hope 
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House prices were Hal in Jan- 
uary and their annual pace of 
decline showed signs of levelling 
ouL Nationwide building soci- 
ety said yesterday. 

Britain’s third-biggest mort- 
gage lender predicted that this 
year will bring a revival in the 
housing market, despite recent 
figures suggesting that mortgage 
borrowing was weaker in 
December. 

“There are now good 
grounds for thinking that 1996 
will see the beginning of a sus- 
tained, albeit modest, recovery," 
said Philip Williamson, a Na- 
tionwide spokesman. 

The society’s house price in- 
dex was unchanged between 
December and January, and last 
month stood at a level 0.7 per 
cent lower than a year earlier. 
This was the best year-on-year 
figure since last June. In 1995 
as a whole prices were 1.2 per 
cent down on 1994. 

On Thursday Halifax build- 
ing society, the biggest lender, 
reported that its house price in- 
dex had climbed by 0.1 per cent 
in January, leaving house prices 
1J2 per cent lower than a year 
earlier. 

Nationwide said that there 
were already some positive 
signs of recovery in the market, 
in more upbeat reports from es- 
tate agents and a gradually ris- 
ing trend in mortgage 
approvals. 


Yorkshire 
interests 
US firms 


K BRIEF 


Shares in Yorkshire Electricity 
moved up sharply amidst ru- 
mours that a bid for the com- 
pany would emerge early next 
week, writes Mary Fagan. 

Speculation centred on Gen- 
eral Public Utilities, the New 
Jersey-based utility which is 
also said to have talked to Mid- 


lands Electricity with a view to 
a takeover. But anothtg^US 


firm, Houston Industries, is 
thought to be on the prowl. 

One Gty analyst said that a 
bid for Yorkshire could come in 
at £8 per share, valuing the com- 
pany at just over £1.2bn. “With 
the share price moving as it is, 
time is of the essence. There is 
absolutely no reason to delay," 
he said. 

Yorkshire's shares rose by l6p 
yesterday to £7252 and those in 
Midland^ edged up ty lp lo 
£3.89. Midlands Electricity was 
the subject of an agreed £3 .95bn 
offer by the generator, Power- 
Gen, until it was referred to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. The MMC, which is 
also investigating a proposed 
takeover of Southern Electric by 
National Power, -has until 22 
March to submit its report to the 
Government. 

A few weeks ago there was 
also a suggestion that Mid- 
lands would discuss a friendly 
merger with Southern Electric, 
the distribution company in 
the South of England. But Mid- 
lands said then there was no im- 
mediate prospect of an offer. 
Market report, page 18 


Weekend Money 


In today’s 12-page supplement 

The battle for your mortgage 
Providing for the best years of your life 
Hidden pension charges revealed 
Weighing the odds: gambling as investment 
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Standard a tough target for NatWest ambitions 

Ots of nennlp um..M i « i , ... 


f St °I pe0ple would ^vc 10 buy 
J^chTOders. one of Briiain’s last remain- 
ing independent investment banks. Foremost 
among them is ABN Amro, but like all the 
others, it chokes when it comes to thinking 
about the likely cost “ Your best defence is 
tne share price,” Louis de Bievre, head of 
investment banking at ABN Amro, has told 
ms opposite number at Schroder’s, Win 
Bischoff. 

The same goes in double measure for 
Standard Chartered, which in the last few 
weeks has become the object of intense 
takeover speculation. 

Once known as Britain’s most accident- 
prone bank (show them a banana skin and 
Standard will slip on it, unkind souls used 
to say). Standard has enjoyed a new lease 
of life under Patrick Gillam and its share 
price has soared. The latest market surge, 
prompted by reports of an informal 
approach by NatWest Group, has propelled 
the stock deep into the frolhosphere at 649p. 
Against a book value of around £1.7bn. 
today’s share price carries goodwill of 
£4.6bn. 

In the land of banking consolidation, the 
United States, recent deals have tended to 
be struck at little more than twice book 
value. NatWest itself sold out of its US retail 
operation just before Christmas at a lowish 
1.4 times book. 

Against these numbers. Standard is 
already horrifically overvalued at getting on 
for four times book. Furthermore, this is a 


bank whose strengths in the Asia are often 
overstated. 

It is sirong in Hong Kong, but in most 
countries elsewhere its grip bn the market 
place is hardly a secure one. 

Having said that. Standard is one of the 
few foreign operators already implanted in 
the world's fastest-growing regions. It offers 
European or American banks, mired in 
mature, low-growth markets, immediate 
access to these markets. 

NatWest may never have been serious in 
its approach to Standard. If there have been 
talks, they have not yet reached the stage 
where the Bank of England would need to 
be informed. 

None the less, the persistence of the spec- 
ulation must leave Na [West's shareholders 
distinctly worried. Lord Alexander and 
Derek Wanless arc well regarded in the City 
where their rediscovery of tradition banking 
values has won them much praise. 

Less impressive, however, is the number 
of times they appear to have been tempted 
by the deal, only not to deal. NatWest was 
cold-shouldered over Baring and Warburg: 
it failed to get its joint-venture with Roth- 
schilds: it got cold feet over Garunorc. True, 
it has managed to buy a corporate finance 
boutique in "New York, but only by paying 
over the odds. 

If NatWest is indeed interested in Stan- 
dard Chartered, it is going to have a tough 
lime convincing shareholders of its merits - 
especially at today's sky-high price. Standard 


may have puL the banana skins behind it, but 
with an open cheque book to play with, 
NaiWest is ripe for the treatment. 


Outlook for 
Yarrow harrowing 


W ith yet another round of redundancies 
announced at Yarrow yesterday, the 
Clydeside yard is beginning to look distinctly 
anorexic. Could this be the beginning of the 
end for this historic yard? 

Ever since the Government allowed GEC 
to acquire VSEL, giving Lord Weinstock two 
of Britain's three warship yards, unions have 
suspected that Yarrow's days are numbered. 
In theory at JeasL Yarrow’s future is guar- 
anteed. When it look over VSEL, GEC gave 
a number of assurances to the Ministry of 
Defence along these lines. 

It is true thar GEC warned, in writing, that 
if Yarrow faOed to win a £400m order for 
three type-23 frigates then Yarrow's survival 
would be in ‘•grave doubt”. 

The Government is still dithering about 
the orders because of the implications for 
Vosper Thorn eycro ft. the rival yard But 
both the GEC threat over type-23 orders and 
the redundancies yesterday can be read as 
pan of the everyday lobbying whenever a 
defence order is up for grabs. 

The key assurance GEC gave on Yarrow 
is more specific. Lord Weinstock wrote to 
the Ministry of Defence, saying Yarrow 


would be the yard used to build the firsL of 
the next generation of Royal Navy frigates, 
beyond the type-23, for which the company 
is developing the design. 

But if the type-23 order can take so long 
to decide, there is clearly scope for even 
more delay in a brand-new design. The MoD 
said in itsevidence to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission that it “did not regard 
the assurances as legally binding, or enforce- 
able in the courts, but believed they had been 
given m good faith and would be honoured 
in all reasonable circumstances”. 

Reasonable is a many-faceted word. Not 
only does Yarrow need the type-23 orders 
to keep a workforce of any size employed. 

but there also needs to be a much firmer 
commitment 10 the new generation of 
frigates. Until that happens Yarrow employ- 
ees should beware the small print of the 
assurances. 


One solution to 
the gold riddle 

'T’he gold price is surging. That usually sig- 
1 naJs fear of inflation^ Yet at the same 
time, signs of recession are multiplying - the 
latest being the alarming faU in the number 
of jobs in the US in January. One obvious 
answer to this apparent riddle is that the mar- 
kets are running scared of inflationary risks 
further down the road. They're worried that 
rate-cutting central bankers will overdo at- 


tempts to get the developed economies of 
the world back on the path of stead)' growth. 

Markets can be far-sighted, but all this 
seems a little silly. For a start, the gold price 
surge temsall the hallmarks of a specula- 
tive blip. There has, in any case, been scant 
relationship between the price of gold and 
inflation in the past few years and the pre- 
sent flurry seems much more likely to be a 
reaction to the latest round of currency tur- 
bulence. While the dollar has recovered 
strongly from the depths to which it plunged 
last spring, the prior appreciation of the ven 
and mark look a tremendous toll first* on 
Japan and then on Germany. 

The shine has gone off be'ing a hard-cur- 
reucy country. The Bank of Japan has gone 
to the wire to push down the yen. Judging 
by Hans Tietmeyer’s remarks at Davos yes- 
terday, the German Bundesbank, too. is 
increasingly desperate to get the mark fur- 
ther down against the dollar. 

The trouble is investors know the dollar 
has been in long-term decline as the US con- 
tinues to pile up external debt. The odds are 
therefore that the rise in the dollar is no 
more than a cyclical recovery against a sec- 
ular fall in value. Enter gold, the traditional 
store of value. 

The Pavlovian reaction to a rising gold 
price is to worry about inflation. But on this 
occasion, it is probably signalling the extent 
of the attempt now being made in hard -cur- 
rency countries to avoid sliding into a reces- 
sion induced by the exchange rate madness. 
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Shaking down: Shortage of orders on the Clyde and a tight electrical market take their toll on workforces 

GEC cuts 650 jobs at Yarrow shipyard 
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The yard said the size of the 
planned second round of re- 
dundancies to be announced in 
April “will obviously depend on 
the outcome of the type-23 
competition," but several hun- 
dred more jobs are thought to 
be at stake. 

Although the workforce of 
2 , r jj #0 is to fall whatever hap- 
ped, the announcement was ' 
also seen as part of the jockey- 
ing for the type-23 order, with 
Vosper ThomeycrofL the 
Southampton shipbuilder, also 
in the running. 

Yarrow is favourite for the or- 
der, and Vosper has issued 
grim statements about job loss- 
es if it fails to get the orders. 
Several hundred redundancies 
have been forecast. MPs for 
constituencies near each com- 
pany have been lobbying hard 
at the Ministry of Defence. 

Yarrow recently won orders 
for three patrol vessels for 
Brunei and for design of the 
proposed common new gener- 



Long march: Workers at the Yarrow shipyard yesterday after the announcement of the redundancies beginning in May Photograph: Colin McPherson 


ation frigate, which the com- 
pany said “guarantees the long- 
term future of the yard.” 

It has also won subcontract 
work on a gas carrier and tugs 


and is looking for fast femes 
and other engineering work. 
The current workload includes 
three type-23 frigates, but only 
one remains to be launched and 


the first of the others will be 
commissioned in March. 

A union official said he was 
seeking talks with Michael 
Forsyth, the Scottish Secretary, 


for help in securing the frigate 
foi " 


order for Yarrow. 

John Reid. Labour’s defence 
spokesman, said: “These re- 
dundancies are the direct result 


Hanson closes 200 Powerhouse shops 


NIGEL COPE 


Hanson announced yesterday 
that it was dosing more than 200 
outlets of its Powerhouse chain 
of electrical shops, threatening 
2300 jobs. Hanson blamed the 
decision on unsatisfactory trad- 
ing and a highly competitive 
market, which have resulted in 
mounting losses. Powerhouse 
has been losing £ 2 Sm a year. 


1 acquit 

chain via its £ 2 Jbo takeover of 
Eastern Electooty last year, said 
it hoped to keep 120 shops open 
but will close the unprofitable 
high street stores. Glyn Moser, 
Powerhouse’s chief executive, 
said: “This loss-making sce- 
nario cannot continue and the 
plan offers our remaining staff 
a secure and positive future.” 
The Labour Party criticised 


the closures. Ian McCartney, the 
shadow employment minister, 
said: “This announcement is 
symbolic of Tory Britain. Once 
again it’s short-term boom in the 
boardroom and long-term bust 
for the workforce.” 

However the stores may yet 
find a buyer. Powerstore, which 
bought the Homepower chain 
from East Midlands and York- 
shire Electricity last year, may 


be interested. It is believed 
that the group tried to buy 
Powerhouse last year but lost 
out to Hanson. 

Hanson declined to say how 
much a closure programme 
might cosL The group was pre- 
viously owned by Eastern, 
Southern and Midlands 
Electricity, which last year an- 
nounced a £l40m write-down 
on the chain. 


of dithering and delay in the 
Ministry of Defence. 

Mr Reid, who was outside the 
yard as the workforce came out 
said: “It’s obviously a disaster 
for Yarrow. Neither Yarrow 
uor Vosper Thomycroft can 
plan ahead. Neither workforce 
can have any security the way 
the- Government is handling 
this. This is the third time they 
have postponed the decision on 
who has won the contract. 

“This time around it is mas- 
sive redundancies. If it is not an- 
nounced within weeks, literally 
this month, it could mean clo- 
sure. Both these' firms are un- 
der intense pressure and the 
Government don’t seem to un- 
derstand either the economic or 
social urgency.” 
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PPP, the UK’s second biggest private medical insurer, is expect- 
ed to announce tomorrow that ft is ditching provident st atus to 
become a public limited company worth around £5 00m, writes 
John WUlcock. The move wiD allow PPP, formerly Private Patient 
Plan, to sell off part of its equity, form joint ventures or float on 
the Stock Exchange if ft so wishes. Last night a spokeswoman for 
PPP said: “We are not commenting on any speculation. We have 
undertaken a major strategic review of our business and we’re 
going to make an anouncement about its future shape on Sun- 
day." City sources suggested that Norwich Union or Legal & Gen- 
eral may be interested in taking a stake in the new company. 

Fri&nds Provident drops CINMan talks 
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Friends Provident, the life assurance mutual has pulled out of 
talks to buy CIN Management, British Coal’s pension fund man- 
agement company. British Coal said yesterday fiiat after discus- 
sions last month, CINMan trustees “have now framed the view 
that full agreement cannot be reached between the put» md 
discussions have accordingly been brought!© an end", wth £17bn 
under management, CINMan is one of Britain s larger pension 
fund managers. British Coal is selling it as part of privatisation. 
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flow of the business. Mr Gilson was ordered to pay costs of £6415. 

Fuji Bank to unravel cross-holdings 
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Powerful arguments over Rolls 


Differing views make for a healthy mar- 
ket but rarely is the City as divided as it 
currently finds itself over Rolls-Royce, the 
aero engine maker. Brokers have either 
been strong buyers of the stock for some' 
time now and are feeling pretty smug 
about the 10 per cent outperformance of 
the market over the past year, or they are 
doggedly persisting with long-held 
bearish views. 

The sell argument goes as follows. 
Rolls' main customers, the airlines, have 
been so weakened by recession and dereg- 
ulation that they are having to use equip- 
ment longer and more efficiently. That in 
fcirn has led 10 low capacity utilisation at 
Rolls and its competitors, which has 
squeezed prices and margins. 

Other problems include the increasing 
reliability of engines, which has cut the im- 
portance of spares to the final profit equa- 
tion. The importance of that issue was 
highlighted by the sniping surrounding 
Rolls’ recent contract to supply Singapore 
Airlines with its new Trent engine. Aloss 
leader, cried the opposition; a profitable 
deal, responded Rolls. 

With those sort of low-quality earning, 
the bears believe a discount to the rest of 
the market is appropriate, say 20 per cent, 
resulting in a share price of less than 150p. 
As the bulls are glad to point out, how- 
ever, it hasn’t quite worked out that way. 
Yesterday, the shares closed 4.5p higher 
at 213p, continuing a strong recent run. 

That outperformance reflects Rolls' to- 


rn the Far East, 
which to air traffic as in most things these 
days is where the action is. Passenger vol- 
umes to the Pacific Rim are growing at 
10 per cent a year and Rolls claims over 
60 per cent of the so-called high thrust (big 
engine) market. _ 

The company's new Trent engine has a 
big weight advantage over its rivals, which 
translates into up to 30 extra revenue-gen- 
erating passengers per flight. It also has 
greater potential than other engines in the 
power generation market where two engines 
operating together can create enough 
power for a town with a population of 10 , 000 . 

Recovering military engine sales, largely 
thanks to Tornado sales to Saudi Arabia, 
should ensure that profits continue their 
rapid bounce, reaching perhaps £210m this 
year and £265m next 
On a prospective price/eamings ratio 
of 17 failing to 15, the shares are stOf not 
overpriced compared with that sort of 
growth, but they have probably enjoyed 
the best of their run. 


it has slashed its dividend, written off more 
than half its shareholders' funds and 
caused a furore with a £ 2 . 2 m pay-off for 
the four directors who presided over this 
mess. Bruised shareholders who sup- 
ported the rescue rights issue at 120 p in 
1994 might have believed that, after this 
catalogue of disaster, nothing worse could 
befall Dawson. 

They would have been wrong. Yester- 
day the shares fell another 13p to 9Sp after 
the group produced another crop of trad- 
ing warnings, covering every division of 
its much-shrunk business. It rounded off 


the dismal tale by revealing that it has been 
omplete the $13m sale of five 
of its nine US fleece and jersey plants 


unable to coror 


agreed last July. 


The profit warning left analysts slash- 
ing around a third off forecasts for the cur- 


Dawson still feels 
high street chill 


It is very difficult to find anything positive 
to say about Dawson International, the up- 
market jerseys to down-market vests 
group. In the space of just over two years 


Rolls Royce: at a glance 
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rent year ending in March, leaving a figure 
of around £19m. 

It is clear that new chairman Derek 
Finlay is having more trouble than ex- 
pected to turning around Dawson. The JE 
Morgan thermal underwear business in the 
US is already a long-running sore. Now 
its main customers, principally Wal-Mart, 
the giant discount group, are suffering at 
the hands of sluggish consumer demand. 

In the UK, the middle market Pringle 
knitwear continues to suffer in the face 
of a high street also reluctant to spend 
Similar problems seem to be affecting 
Dawson’s fur fabrics business and are feed- 
ing through to the cashmere side. 

Given toe string of profit warnings from 
others to the sector and his short tenure 
at the top, Mr Finlay and his team are 
likely to be given the benefit of the doubt 
this time. But a promise to maintain the 
final dividend wul be of little consolation 
to long-standing shareholders like PDFM, 
which owns 25 per cent of the company. 

The temptation to sell out to toe first 
serious bidder will be strong, unless Daw- 
son can quickly show that its problems are 
not better solved as part of a bigger group. 
The shares are well overvalued on a for- 
ward multiple above 17, but the brave 
should hold on for a bid. 


Heseltine ticks 
off engineers 
for their silence 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 


Engineers, accountants and 
industry trade associations were 
yesterday given a severe ticking 
off by Michael Heseltine. the 
Deputy Prime Minister, for 
failing to produce effective and 
united lobbying bodies able to 
tackle issues of national 
importance. 

Mr Heseltine was speaking at 
the launch of the Engineering 
Council, a new organisation 
that hopes for the first time to 
speak for the whole of the 
engineering profession. 

It replaces a previous body of 
the same name that tried un- 
successfully to speak for the en- 
gineering institutions. Half of its 
members are directly elected by 
individual engineers from a va- 
riety of disciplines. 

Mr Heseltine said he had 
deliberately not asked his offi- 
cials to seek toe help of Britain's 
various engineering institutions 
to research on his two white 
papers on competitiveness be- 
cause he did not think they 
would have bad anything useful 
to contribute. 

Speaking to an audience 
largely composed of engineers, 
he asked: “Was I wrong? Would 
I really have got an input from 
engineers? That was not the way 
we felL 

“Wi- went to the CBI, because 
the CLT had set up a National 


Manufacturing Council which 
put competitiveness at toe lead- 
ing edge of its debate.” 

Mr Heseltine said engineers 
were central to the delate about 
how to improve Britain's com- 
petitiveness, but he complained 
that they were never heard 
from. 

He said: *T don’t remember 
the engineers over the last 
decade, two decades, three 
decades - 10 decades frankly - 
saying it was intolerable the way 
engineering and all that goes 
unto it has been marginalised to 
the education of this country, to 
toe point at which we aren’t de- 
veloping young people trained 
and equipped as some of our 


peers are doing. 

He added: “This is why peo- 


ple like me are trying to gel 
people like you to become 
more involved in society.” 


society. 

Mr Heseltine widened the 
ticking off to include others, 
saying: “You have exactly the 
same problem with the ac- 
countants. People have tried to 
bring them together and they 
have failed. You hare got exactly 
the same problem with the 
trade associations.” 

He acknowledged that some 
progress was being made but 
said: “It is slow, ft is painful and 
and if you look at it from the 
outside the arguments why 
progress does not take place 
stand up to no sort of intellec- 
tual scrutiny." 
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Yorkshire Electricity turns on investors as bid target 
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As shares surged triumphantly 
to yet another peak the stock 
market was buzzing with ru- 
mours that a big takeover bid 
would materialise early next 
week. 

'Kjtfcshne Electricity emerged 
as the favourite target. Its shares 

Isfnonmiiy a relatively quiet 
share, busy trading. 

Rumours of an electricity 
strike have swirled this week as 
stories have circulated a bid 
package, was being put to- 
gether for one of the regional 
electricity companies. 

US and Continental groups 
are known to be interested in 
building a powerful presence 
in the electricity industry and 
many of the remaining players 
are on permanent bid alert. 

It is widely believed the sur- 
viving Rees have little chance 
of retaining their indepen- 
dence for much longer. 

The record-breaking dis- 
play pushed the FT-SE 100 in- 


dex 28.5 points higher to 
3,7813. The 3,800 barrier 
should be topped in the next 
few days and there is confident 
talk of the index reaching 
4,000 by the half-year. The sup- 
porting FT-SE 250 index also 
stretched to a peak. 

Hopes of lower interest 
rates, a more settled feeling 
about company profits and 
the prediction of more bid ac- 
tivity fuelled the upsurge. 

Fbr once, even an uncertain 
performance by New York 
during London trading failed 
to have much impact. 

A determined bear raid on 
Zeneca, the drugs group, took 
some of the gloss from the pro- 
ceedings. As rumours swirled 
Zeneca, up lOp, quickly 
crashed 70p to 1316p. The 
buzz was the group bad run 
into problems with either the 
UK or US authorities with its 
asthma drug, Accolate. 

It is known Zeneca has been 
asked for more information 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


about Accolate but it is not 
aware of any regulatory diffi- 
culties. "There have been no 
recent developments,'’ said 
the company and the shares re- 
covered much of their fall, 
ending at l,245p, off 31p. 

Even so, for a time it was 
pandemonium with many mar- 
ket-makers caught short and 
forced to scramble to cover 
their positions. In panic trad- 
ing turnover, according to 
Seaq, topped 4 million. 

Al the beginning of the year 
Zeneca was asked by the UK’s 
Committee on the Safety of 
Medicines for more informa- 
tion about Accolate. Since 
then it has been in continuous 
touch with the regulatory body; 


there had, it said, been no fur- 
ther developments in the US 
Food & Drug Administration's 
approval procedure. 

Even so the raid probably 
produced rich rewards for the 
perpetrators with some share- 
holders panicked into selling. 
It demonstrated again the 
fragility of the drugs sector. 

The bear raid was perfectly 
timed - towards the dose of 
trading on a Friday with many 
of the market's leading lights 
already heading home. And 
with Cell tech forced to with- 
draw its asthma drug this week 
the market was already twitchy 
about drugs in general and 
asthma drugs in particular. 

Zeneca was for long one of 


the market's favourite takeover 
candidates and its shares were 
near their peak ahead of the 
wounding raid. 

Other drugs, particularly 
bio-babes, were again suffering 
withdrawal symptoms. Cell- 
teefa fell a further 43p to 475p; 
British Biotech 138p to l,975p; 
Proteus 15p to 71p and Stan- 
ford Rook 23p to 410p. 

Supermarkets were also un- 
der pressure as more down- 
gradings appeared and J Sains- 
buiy stepped up the price war. 

Besides Yorkshire Electric, 
a clutch of other shares caught 
the takeover bug. Standard 
Chartered, on National West- 
minster Bank's informal ap- 
proach, bounded 183p to 
6493p. Ladbroke, as Bass bid 
rumours re-appeared, galloped 
12p to'ISIp and. in an active 
broadcasting sector, Yorkshire 
& Tyne Ttees Television rose 9p 

to 815p. 

Th e strong gold price sent 
RTZ 35p higher to 951p and 


Bakyrdufc 45p to 490p. Mer- 
cury World Mining, the in- 
vestment trust which is the 
favoured gold play of many in- 
stitutions, rose 6.5p to 109p, a 
12-month high- 

Diaoons gamed 6p to 420p. 
Mees Pierson experts profits of 
£136m for this year and £166m 
next Its targetprice is 500p. 

Rolls-Royce flew43p higher 
to 213p on the expectation of 
more engine orders and a pro- 
posed joint venture with Sin- 
gapore Airlines. Textile group 
Dawson International 
dropped 14p to 97p following 
a profits warning. 

The approaching music and 
rental split spun Thorn EMI 
34p better to l,707p. 

National Grid eased to 2Q3p 
as UBS placed 30 million 
shar es at 20 lp. WH Smith, an- 
other busily traded, shaded to 
414p as a pension fond sold. 

Bruntcfifih Aggregates held 

at 27p. Two former directors 

have lifted their stake. 


TAKING STOCK 


G Tfr affianas ter, providing 

live traffic information, is 
coating oat of tbe red and 
should drive to profits oC£lsa 
tins year with £5. 7m likely 
next, believes Greig ' . 

Middleton; It expects a lip - 
dividend followed by 3p. Tbe 
sharesare 309p. 

G EES, the security systems 
group, rose lOp to <S20p on 
tbe Ofex market. It is 
handing round a two-fbr-oue 
share bonus and plans to 
move to the Alternative 
Investment Market at the end 
of this month. Nodar 

Electric is the latest to link 
with IES - it is testing its fire 

detection system. •- 

G Expect action soon at 

Kenmare Resources,, the 

exploration group, n* 
shares rose I35p to 273p as 

stories went theronnds ft 

could soon be.htyubred fa , 
corporate actions 
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wait for the off-chance that Milan might draw Rangers in 
the European Cup when a cosy little carve-up could ensure it? 

. ■ _ <Ml_ll - I- 


First Mauflce^ti™ 5 ’ a director of 
Mandiestef rewaJs he has 
recently been wining, dining and ne- 
gotiating.widi officials from Milan. 
Then David Murray, chairman of 
RaDgeT^ sdmits his club have been 
in rlNcassions with a variety of in- 
teresaedp^ 165 prk>r to a meeting of 
top Uera brass in Brussels next 
ftit the thing that really makes 
you think something is in the air is 
when Rick Parry, chief executive of 
the Premier League, starts fuming 
about “wild speculation”. Yes, this 
week’s big cash-printing idea in foot- 
ball is the European Super League. 

No more ghastly away days at 
Dens Park or The DeD, runs the the- 
ory. San Siro here we come. You can 
just imagine the eyes in board- 
rooms spinning round to jackpot as 
the salivating prospect was sur- 
veyed. What a thought for them as 
they totted up on their mental 


calculators the sums that television 
would be prepared to pav for Man- 
chester United versus Milan, or Mi- 
lan versus Rangers, or, er. Rangers 
versus United. 

Suggesting to the finance direc- 
tor of a top football club that the Eu- 
ropean Super League is an idea not 
wwth pursuing, however, isa bit like 
lifting to tell the board of a public 
utility that privatisation may be a 
false salvation. When money flaps 
in front of eyes, it tends to blind. Par- 
ticularly when, at first superficial 

glance, the Super League has some 
attractions above that pound-heavy, 
tire-laden bottom line. Rangers, 
for instance, might argue with some 
justification that they have grown too 
big for their domestic structure and 
that their fans have wearied of end- 
less games against Si Mirren. And 
those who administer Manchester 
United might suggest that they are 


above the tiresome necessity of 
qualifying for the European Cup and 
ought to be allowed to offer their 
supporters (;ika Sky Television I the 
guarantee of games against the top 
names in Europe, rather than the in- 
convenience of being drawn against 
Rotor Volgograd. 

lb argue against change in foot- 
ball always casts you as the kind of 
pitiful Luddite who thinks freezing 
on terraces is the one true way to 
watch the game, that ownership of 
a satellite dish is evidence of a deal 

cut with Beelzebub and lhat ad- 
mission to grounds should be avail- . 
able free to all on prescription. As 
an idea, however, a European Su- 
per League should be forgotten as 
soon as possible. 

You can see how it started. In 
America, sport, like the rest of the 
entertainment industry, is now en- 
tirely event-driven. The calendar 


Jim White 



ON SATURDAY 


staggers from World Series to Su- 
perbowl to the comeback of Magic 
Johnson to Tyson's big return. Each 
encounter is whipped by a media 
feeding frenzy into a curdle of hy- 
perbole: no pre-spat scene-setter is 
complete without a report on bow 
much louts are charging for front 


row seats. British sporting sales- 
manship. lagging years behind its 
American role model, has just start- 
ed to catch on. Typical of the mood 
is Jonathan Pearce, football re- 
porter for Capital Radio, whose 
commentary style suggests he is on 
the point of ejaculation through ex- 
citement when Wimbledon win a 
throw midway in their own half 89 
minutes into 3 0-0 snoreathon with 
OPR. And if it is the event that sells, 
why not manufacture it? Why wait 
for the off-chance that Milan might 
be drawn against Rangers in the Eu- 
ropean Cup when a cosy little caive- 
up could ensure it? Why not have 
United play Barca every week? 
What this idea fails to recognise is 
that the attraction of football is in 
the mix. Grinding out tough draws 
in unattractive locations, overcom- 
ing feisty lower division opponents 
on sandpits in the fourth round of 


the Cup, tonldng the mickey mouse 
outfit who only scraped promotion 
via a penalty shoot-out in the play- 
offs. these can mean as much as the 
big trip abroad. And the big trip 
abroad is all the better if it has been 
earned rather than arranged. 

All very well, argue the money- 
lovers, this whingeing on about ro- 
mance. But it wDl count as little 
compared to the prospect of watch- 
ing the best in the world lining up 
in your centre circle every other 
week. Your wallets will soon open 
when the visitors include Weah. Ro- 
mano and Del Piero rather than 
Sfcripperley, Dcnvie and NiaD Quinn. 

Experience, however, suggests 
otherwise. Take Blackburn Rovers. 
Rather in the manner British Rail 
was divided up before sale, the 
Champions' League has the ap- 
pearance of a preparatory shadow 
for a Euro-Super competition. As 


Blackburn floundered in it fast au- 
tumn. stumbling from embarrass- 
ment to humiliation, their crowds 
withered: by the end, not even the 
schooldtiidrai offered free seats be- 
hind the goals could be bothered to 
turn out. Not much point these 
games offering the best football in 
Europe: it was only being played by 
one side. Better to save your mon- 
ey and limgs for the big ones, the 
ones which count, against Man- 
chester City and Bolton. Because 
what the architects of the European 
Super League fail 10 recognise is lhat 
the victory the fan really wants to see 
his team achieve is not over some 
set of fancy pants from the other side 
of the Comment, but over the plebs 
from the other side of town. But 
then, only a pitiful Luddite would 
ever suggest the fans’ preference 
might cany any weight when it 
comes to the future of football. 




McMillan 


remains a 
free spirit 


Despite indifferent promoters, one 
: of Britain’s most intelligent boxers 

is sure he will be back with a title 
^ challenge. Greg Wood reports 


They still introduced him as 
“Sweet C on TUesday nigfat, but 
perhaps he should have been 
rechristened “Sweet FA”. Col- 
in McMillan, the former World 
Boxing Organisation feather- 
weight champion of the world, 
now has something in com- 
mon with anyope who has ever 
been punched, be it in a play- 
ground or a pub -they have all 
been thumped for free. 

Justin Mur- 

phy, McMillan’s 


opponent at the ‘There’s limits 

Broadway The- . 

aw in Barking, tO hOW mUCh 

dial not do a , . , 

Pat deal of you want to be 

thumping,- but ... . . 

it was not for ©XplOltGCl tO 
want of trying. 

Beneath a ve- get a title Shot 

neer of ring rust 

- this was 


every; 

respond bad found their target 
long gone. McMillan was in a dif- 
ferent league to the other seven 
fighters on Tuesday's card, and 
he was the reason that 600 spec- 
tators had filled the Broadway al- 
most to its capacity. It is aD the 
more astonishing, then, that 
McMillan left the ringwithout a 
penny to show for his efforts. 

Those whose sport is their liv- 
ingare general- 
ly as reluctant 
as any other 
worker to do 
their job for 
nothing. When 
the sport in 
question is box- 
it is all but 


McMillan’s first fight for many 
months - the speed of thought, 
foot and hand which once saw 
him hailed as one of the finest 
talents Britain has produced was 
as compelling as ever. Nor was 
there the faintest hint of the 
shoulder injury which had cost 
him the world crown four years 
earlier, a problem now cured by 
an American surgeon. 

Murphy was finally stopped af- 
ter four and a half rounds in 
which punches had landed from 


- Quotes of 
the week 

W in the test 20 rrtnutes against 
Queen’s Park Ranges the ban was 
1 ptoyed tong, i am happy ptejs^rn mks 
j few but not when I get a strained- neck 
fwatcftrrw the ball. Ruud GuMt after 
Chelsea's 2-1 win at QPR on Monday. 

■ NBA players are smart an gjgtto 
I know you g£t tee tfhB from unpraffictea 
[sex,- and we're not gplng to have un- 
1 protected sex on the basketoaH court. 
[RonySeitaly, Golden State centre, on 

fsfage Johnson’s’ return. - 

■ It mewed around so much that it 
looked as if It had deflated in Tnld-ait 
sJnCaVymore on his zig-za^nglree- 

which went in against Aston Vina. 
ifCSrf and Ben wanted tbfdB eachrth- 
*er,They wanted to fight each other ad 
[the time. You’re taJkmgatout two wry 
eccentric rren. Donovan Mawon tee 
f riwiry of Carl Lews and Ben Johnson. 

■Rangers had tfte rub of theffsen 

efew times. tan Than. thetetth»^- 
teepaftaflcwlr® the rwrMea^ sides 

3D-1 ferrert's Scottish Cqp ttwd rourd 
itjefeat by Rangers. 

[■'1 shouldn't have to btw a d rmk tn 
pWh lor a few yea«- Garden 

Who scored Keith's consolation goat. 

i^sthe only one who Bs«n^ ton* 

> Hsw this was a garpffahoctt on 


, 4 ,„-g 2 r, aner ram ran*a 

Ns'fcstajal in three yews In tfwr 3-0 
fBt^jojrth rotDTd victory at Reading. 
pHeteeps tying to teB e«ywie^ 
Redoes ttwoaB the time in trainmg- 
teeabhlnk he meant to orosslt Ryan 
Parker’s goal. 

U- teetads haw said they wjO stop 
thefr'afos coming along in -future. 
J^iyitadknapp, West Ham s man- 
oi ffajr handsome new Portu- 
Item. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


mg, it is an 1 
unheard of, but 
for McMillan 
there was no 
clearer way to 
register his frustration at being 
unable to secure a match wor- 
thy of his talents. 

“It was a big derision and I 
wasn’t over-keen.” he says, “but 
Td be walking along the street 
and people would say: ‘What are 
you doing now*? I’ve been train- 
ing for seven months and it’s 
soul -destroying wjien there’s 
no goal. It had got to the point 
where I had to fight." 

But why for nothing, in a 
small-time venue and a pitiful 


TODAY 

Football 

Matches not on pools coupons 

3.0 i^itess stated 

GBI VAUXHAIL CONFERENCE 


v Wa H ine 

Ji 1 Southport 


Kettering v 

KWdonnlnster v Dofraban 
MaectefleW v NortMcti — 

Stough v TeWotd 

StaiybridBB v Dm 


-Off 


«u.. B .jr which 
Madrid strik- , 
"SS&tfed himself ; 
lS-year-oid 
s^sooto^^Sscorer this 



Lot of bottle: Cofin McMillan takes liquid on board as he starts to rebuild his career by dismissing Justin Murphy in Barking on Tuesday 


audience on a cable television 
channel? “Boxing is as much 
politics as merit,” Jonathan 
RendalL McMillan's agent said. 
“The rating are manipulated by 
the big promoters. Some peo- 
ple get there on merit but oth- 
ers get manipulated to a high 
position because the promoters 
have large amounts of money 
invested. Colin is self-managed, 
he's not attached to a big pro- 
moters, and he’s been frozen 
out" 


And this is a fighter who won 
a Lonsdale belt in record time, 
whose injured shoulder gave 
way in only the second round 
against Steve Robinson, yet 
McMillan lost the points deci- 
sion only narrowly despite ef- 
fectively completing the rest of 
the fight with just one hand. 
Nigel Benn admits to studying 
videos of his fights for tips. 

McMillan’s reluctance to sign 
over his soul to a promoter does 
not endear him to the power- 


brokets, but he is no dewy-eyed 
idealist “I don’t mind being ex- 
ploited.” he said. ‘That’s the na- 
ture of the game. But there’s 
limits to bow much you want to 
be exploited to get a title shot 
I’ve still got a certain belief 
about how good I am." 

The ultimate title shot for any 
featherweight at present is 
against N aseem Hamed, but a 
meeting between the flashy 
Prince and McMillan, the 
supreme stylist remains a distant 


prospect. “I’m sure Hamed 
thinks he can beat Colin,” Ren- 
dali said, “but he must also 
think that there are other peo- 
ple he can beat more easily. And, 
for a fight like that, you'll be lak-‘ 
mg a vetysmaU percentage of the 
purse, which is fine, Colin's the 
challenger and he needs the 
chance, but you'll also have to 
sign yourself away for the rest of 
your career in the event that you 
do beat him. That wouldn’t be 
tolerated in any other sphere." 


And so it is that a sport which 
could do with some good pub- 
licity just now can allow one of 
its most intelligent and elegant 
practitioners to fight for free in 
obscurity. The British Boxing 
Board of Control meanwhile, be- 
lieves that Peter Harris is the 
No 1 challenger for the British 
featherweight title. In his latest 
fight, Harris was knocked down 
four times and stopped in the 
third. 

Lesser men might buckle un- 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


der the frustration, but McMil- 
lan takes succour from the ex- 
amples set by Benn and Frank 
Bruno. “It takes a lot of mental 
strength to betiete in younself and 
prove everybody wrong, but 1 
know what I wanted to achieve 
and when I won the world title 
that was just the first step. Un- 
fortunately the shoulder injury 
threw everything out of sync. 

“Now I'm going to pick my- 
self up and'gei on with it. 
That's the fighter in me." 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


Wt*in«vBra — , 

FA CARISBSn VASE RRh nwnifc Banstmd V 
Peecerawtt Beipof v CWfteroe; BfiffivTratftonJ; 
COM Row » Anoey Nomaos; Raton v Ban**; 
iMvenhoe v Man*Dts»e«. Pbmpone* teunefev 
Torpomt (playing nod Svuttoy?. 
lets LEA8UE Premier O Mat o rr Bromley v 
Aylesbury: DUwcn v Hhcfnn: Harrow BorougD v 
gbrehaai Wood; Hendon v St Aftre Mousey » 
Kmaaoruan; t>u^wg u Brtiop 1 * Snxgxd: Sunoo 
UHvCheroey: Hfetton A Kersftarr vErtletl; War- 

Toco’S MfflWn . MaUMTOKJ [AM* v 

Chest**™ V Saftw wwoen. Hampnm v Mam- 
noftan Poaes: Hemal Hempstead v 
SXtart vuam T»«y V Laatherhaad; Wtm- 
Dtiriore Cambertey v 

Lews Clapton » 

Wiwfflw and Finchley; Epsom and E«» 

rSEtlortl: Tn« v HarefekS WMlonnnevHat*. 
wSdSOr and Eron v Hartore. 

UWBOMD ***** 

ton Sortay v 

Kmaetoy; BaiW'v Elrtejc Byth Spartan# V C0I- 
twi Bar. Boston uto » ainey; 
^^SsdenyM**»«Gar>slx«jgiv'Wrtg 

P»wfc^ye«wHaw»a: 

Cmfleton v Flaeanod; J7TV 1 

NemerfeU «hMa* Ml 

vvSjrKW Wanngon » CuOT c *!^02J? fley 
BW WoriuT0Oh v Fanaey&ffit 

saasu^gbsK 

r’^tLMicSnfrHi- Brwnwe » Fleec Oawdon 
* Weston^** 

Isss 

Wvsoue 


gK WSSSSte ' w 

SS^SSBSSSS 

Ere 1 Sa.-W, , cnacfiartO"- 

t KctW/C 1 . \RiJxs . 


■today’s pools check 

3.D urVess stated 

F3V CARL94G PREMERSW* 

1 Arsenal v Coventry. 


.2 Aston Vida v Leeds — 

3 Bfxkbum v Bolton 

♦ UverpotaJ vTottEnlwri 

5 Manchester Cny v QPR 

6 Newcastle v Sheffield Wed'. 

7 Southampton v Evwton 

8. West Ham v Nottn^iam Forest....... 

a Wimbledon v Manchester Lftd 

BfDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE 
FRST WVtStON 

10 Barnsley vWMM 

11 Grimsty v Oerty 

12 Huddersfield v Ttamnere : 

13-lpswjch v Wesi Brwrrwch 

» Locester v Luton 


SECtWD DM90N • 

18 SlachpooJ v Hull City 

18 Bownemouth v V^asribe....~._: — 

20 Brentford v Bwnley — — 

21 Brighton v Wrexham.^ 

22 Bristol Rtwerev Wateall .1 — -.i. — 

23 Chesterfield v Swansea-, 

24 Crewe v \brit — . 

25 Notts County v RsteriMfOUgh' ...< — 

26 Rottierham v Oxford Utd-. 

27 Shrewsbury V Bradford. City-.„...-, — !. 

28 StocHoort v Brtsw Coy, — 

29 Swindon vCaifete 

THBtD DIVISION 

30 Bamet v Scunthorpe — 

31 Buty v Haretofo — 

32 Cambnctgs Utd v I 
33-CanWF v ] 

34 Darlington v Leyton Orient ;. 

35 Hartlepool v Rochdale 


39 Scartio rough v 6*e»r 

40 forquay v Arfham 

41 Wfean v Preston- ■ :~i. 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LEASLE 
PROBER DIVISION 

42 Cetdc v Htoeman 


43 Fariarkv KAnamock....-— 

44 Hearts v Rerih Rwera , — 

45 Motherwell v Aberdeen-...-;.'.. 
48 ftrtckv ftan@9fs.— 

FIRST DIVISION ^ 

47 Artdne v ClyoebanK 

48 Dundee Utd v St Johnstone 

49 Dunfermline v Qumiee^ 

50 Morton v Hamilton. ' 


51 St herreh v Dumbarton — 

S83DND DIVISION V 

52 AyrvStenhousemwr 


15 Sheffield Utd v Oldham 

16 Southend v AWwafl 

ITWtrivesvSunderiand 


36 Uncofo City tf Colchester 

37 Mansfield v Northampton— 

38 Plymouth v Chester ... 




53 EastnfevCfjoe.:.. 

54 Montrose v Banmcfc — — 

55 Sbrling v Queen of the South , 

56 Stranraer 1 Ftortar 


TMRDDtVtStON . 

57 Atom v East Sa*T\g — 

58 Alloa v Ross County.. 

- Arbroath v Queen’s Parte .-. — . 

' - Cov*tert)^vCae«tortanThisIte.- 

- LMngjton v Brechin.-.—.,.....—-. — 
Off Postponed due to fasten prichas 
• In wew of the adverse weether con- 
efidons around the courriry spectators are 
acfcfeed to check iMnwea betas trav- 
eOng to ary outdoor ffetrees. 

tomorrow 

mCARUNBPTKMIERSHP 
Cbeisee v Mrddlesbtougi44-0) — 
ENDStQQH WSURANCE LEAGUE 
TOST DIVISION 

CnarttOD v CrjBtaJ Palace 12.55) .-L-. 

' Norwich v Binrar^iam {3.0) 

RorrVaie v Stote {12.0) 

Reading v Portsmouth <3U) ......... — 


' JEWSOH EASTERN LEAGUE P i aufat DhriWon: 
Ctoctor wSeGltomDuft: M* 1 *- 

maftm y Frtwwse; SuffluyToui « Sawmerica: 
Sudbury Vtenderes v Soharru waaun v Comers: 
WM)esn»TmpEg; «faod5aag»v Hawnft. La atfa) 
Cap qurtsT^tnatK RatEttsd v Wanays. 
WICRUNX EXPRESS MDfAMD AUiANCS BOe- 
n4)Sudt6»asrwjefl asau^c Diawwi « Olo- 
bury; HEtesnen Haraets » Snepsned Djramo; 
tyipmuy Vcsna v wcMw &t * eg Pervore » 
SifeafctbmravBialcraltfiuraiO^ivcvBdcl- 
mere St Uerwfs; wswr ad b Sacenhd. 
HBtBUMD UWIB3 COUNTIES LEAGUE Wearier 
DWWan: Hobeedi v DesOamufh: tenvaon v 
Vbto0om&i: nenper. ftp* n v Co^nfioe: 
Hw ha wgOTSpB*ar»3ouT*:S:weoo»SiBm- 

fad; Sprtdng » Pocon; Sawro & Gcpls tofiy v 

torig3uittqosoS3U«ElnsfiujcvtxaErivBQEBXi 

Town. 

Sen MIS LEASE PnnteDhMaE BvsBPie 
v ftt&r rtuos; Braor. v ajdwwt Bn/ngon » 
Torrrgprt Caine v Cretert Fnme * aoetaro: Ood 
Down w wastury. Twercr v Crtppertam. 
FSJStMWHWEWBWNORTIBW LEASE FH 
HMrionrEBingon Terras yPtfSaanjBrtnggm 
Synthona « Caw; Censes v Seatwn Red Star. 
OatanvUumnSu^aiauetitfaiytvShlltion 
vfttBrttecSttdcnnvOiaBCf-t-SrrfecWesAu*- 
tind v Tow IzK WioCam v inu NewnedK WM- 
by »Epr*emn. 

PRESS AND JOURNAL HKHIAHD LEASUe De- 
vennaa 11 PraneaCHmiyv Core RorigEs: nor- 
th * Fi»atu8t. NcEwanV lager North Cup 
■wcond roennt Bros Range* » taKWAcuddm: 
Bgn C*y v ? 'em Meetwniea; Nam Dxrty v 
LoesiBnwOc Romes «r Fan Mftam. 
SMBWOfFIHISHtEABUE IhBtrfei W p M! An* 
» Dioatos; Glena^r v S&rgsf; Oerroran v Pnr- 
stoKG LrtrtS « DMUorc Ba'- 

lymera v Drsunery; Csmw Ranees v Bandore 

Coauaw; Cswara t lane: Nrnwy » Omi^. 

LEA8UE OP WAIES: Barry v Aderynaqai I2J01; 
Brmxi Ferry uBanfcor Cay i2J0i; Caersws v- Wer 
Camias Bay v Rrjc ComaTTs ftnw* ftnh* 
madoc Conwy » Ho^woo 12 207, v A«an 

[j*i^L30i: Llansanttrad v ao* vae ; Ne» 
tpwn v caemafan. 

MBn BUS LEAGUE OF BIBAItO ftOmiW Dt- 

Ainu Gawoy US k Urweay Cofcje t 7 - 0 *: 

Si«o ftojen v AT, lone I7J0>. 

FPQItjLY! haiweti&FanesnjnyanrjnffttmO^. 

Rugby Union 

" -^0 u/uess srsrwr 

five HAVtm; champions*? 

Enmjn A v Wales (10) — ■ - " "" 

,3T am; 

Scotland v Ranee B.O) — — 

,ai ifnSfiW® 


SMI TEMNENTS CHAMPIOHSHd* Reffaoel 
Im 0« E*tt Ons WSBOnara » ftddnenn TlLOi. 
CLUB MATCM&BanongvElon Manor (1) 132 

Canton* v PMncun U2J3k IVib v Waffiri® ILO): 

Hariaaw* v Rugoy iliOl; HJ lortans v Rome*- 
hare Leeds v Sanaa; London Scaxeh V Reefing 
13.0): Umon Welsh r Cardiff 00.301: Na«*s- 
ne Gwfcnriv Modey 0.0); North waiBwnvSjid- 
ouy: Redrmji v Tonjiuy: Ftosayn Park v Onon 

!l2.0r; 5nefl«avCn5ey; S»Le''8reofc'dBndSrv 

^Wa*rfs«vOnEfi;Wmrtr^iwPBrVsBwmfL 

Hockey 

HA CUP Rflfi mood; Session « GuJOfcrt 
(1130); RreorantevTedttnflon UZ45I: Hauant 
v EdgQaston 11 . 0 ); OM LD^tortans v Irojare 
ruoi: Marand v Readng (1.0). 

NATfoNAL LEA6UE Flnt DMriotc Boumvde v 

Souinpre (1301. 

HASTKO Azzvmo sotm Premier. Asfihnl Y 

BownanMC Chcnesos- v Fareham; h^i w^eomw 

t Odord Hevw^ Lewes v Spencer; Dons v Mat)- 

Hteao; Newbury » Arxhonaro; OW Waksjunoars 
v Mrebesw: wwnUedon y Bedenham; Wcto< * 
Core Ccui; WWongham » CM ffloanm. 
ADNAMS EAST Piwalar: Baated Town » Cam- 
brtdga Uiw- BtsfOP* Stontad 11 Cambrage Ory. 
ChdnofonvBwySiBlnuidECoicneeiervRad- 

BMea and Blont; ipewteh v Peratmnudi Town. 

012 MlDtAf® Premten Bdper » Lo^iwreuff 
Sadenat SkMCb v HsOomaj Wpcnn yHamp- 
BWHWsi; John Payer v Walsa: North Nolls 
vNcortftam. 

SIMUPE WEST OFENOAND& SOUIH WALES 
Pimnlon Bam Buxs v Brwoi Urer; Owwnham 

vToudon Vale; Saorwaa v Emw Unvwestun- 
Super-Mam * Piyrnoum; WTmhuai » ftriansons. 

NOfTlHFkstDhlalotBBann^diargvHMOMtK 
MMm v Snrh^r. Notion 11 wamraaon, she Aek) 


Nesur 
Banters V 


v SoUlvorc Norton v wamn0en; She tteU 

ivhsHar: TlmpenByvRamOy. 

LACE MAWER NORTH WEST Hit) . DMatarc 
Cheeiham Hd » 3tf»ngnn; Dassaa RamBim v 
NeatOfL Cfeebuiyw Nonhop Han; Giawy Lrtwn 

St Arws Uvapod Sdtan v Wirrrn^n Paris 

aiesortfCoMynBayiMarecanibevBreawPiB- 

obi » Mancnescr Un« Itermgon v MaeeHfett 
West Dertjyr Present 

7 OTSPORTS»WiaSEPfS THREE COUNTKSHret 
DMeIor 9acteei * Martow Nentwy v Wycomee 

Rye; CBrtom Hawks v Hanley; Qdoid Um« v Vtoh- 
~ --'--hvRreAnfCSonrNietfftmrtani 


affaire F 


Basketball 

BUDWBSStl£AaeM73Q:BinviaiamBur- 
im V Chesrer Jots LAiesster Rd« V Newcan* 
Comes; Manchester Gtsras v Wort*ie Bears: 
Hamel Royals v Thames Votey Haas. 


Ice hockey 

BRrtlSH LEAGUE Premier DrvMowBasmMSMe 
Boon v Newcastle Mbmors 1630); FHo Flyers v 
SMM StBBlars IT.15); Humowwie Saanawte 
* OBidiff Dm* (5.4H-. Nofflnfftem Pamhers v Mtt- 
w Keynes Kk^ (630). Hrat DMatnc Otema- 
fonj Oteltans v Blackburn Bacfctowte (5301; 
Ounrimea v BrackneN Beea lT36i; MedMy Bern 
v MancheSE)- Storm (&Q|; Munfetetd Rowte v 
Swindon Wideas (731; Paisley Pirates v Guild- 
Ford Frames (7.0); Solftul Barons » PetaWrouffi 
Pastes 1530): Tettad Teas » BSmffiam Borrows 
030). 

Other sports 

ATWEIKS: AM Indoor ChaWonsNw (Bum- 
ngnaml. 

BOWLS: MBSSBtt, pees (CUM^y Antrim). 
SNOOKER: Rs^l Wash Open (Newjxiit Certi*. 
Newporu. 

SWUMNft Brrasi Grand Pra meawts (Canlitl). 

TOMORROW . 

Football 

FA CAnSBEM VASE Hfto roond: Thorreanwad 
v Carney Band OOl far the Site) Glen, Slade 
Green). 

BORD GUS LEAGUE OF IRELAND Premier D(- 
yiBion: Com Ow v st Pamdft Anseee £2.45); Durv 
oah v Bohemians (3J5): Shamrocfc Ftarere w 
Drogheda (2,451. 

TOUR UMlCtt Letae of WBK » wDxmani I 

an* & W C2.0)6f Siartun. i 

Rugby League 

am CUT CHMlBtoE CUP F ou rt h ru m tftaJ- 
tord v Bdttey (3.0); CarfeU v Wakefield (10); 
CasBefcrd v St Helena (330); HlB v Hursfet 
(115; HJ Hr8*n F»iwi6v laffi 015); Mffv 

toy vBanwr (3.15); OWhamvWamn0Dnf3.O]; 

Ftadidato vThWo Heath (3.0); Swaiton v Leeds 
(3.0): WtnHhauen v Hainan (.3-30); WuUngon 
y WMnes |30J. 

BARLA YOUTH INTERNATIONAL: Y6ung Urns 
« FTsnce ili.0) iat Dewsbury). 


Rugby Union 

■2.30 uhisss stated 

CJS INSURANCE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Southern MM Berkshire v GkxcestBf- 
stw (at ReotSngf. 


UNDBt-ai MVSIOttAL CHAMPIONSHIP: Lon- 
don & South Eact v Soutti West Far JmOer Coord; 
Nonh v MaSanns 12.15) iat ODev). 
SCOTlteHTU««NTSREBAniM. LEAGUE (at 2jO) 
Eaat One: B^ar v BorouffanM. East TtoK Hen- 
cut FP v Dundee HSFP; Stewart's Mft* FP v 
QraneEmoutn.WM&OiaagowAcsdartcaisvWto- 
wwranra; west c< Scodand v Saning Ccwity. 
CLUB HATCHES: Hlffi lWyeombe vManow, wa- 
t^too v OybII; West Kartfcport v Newcasde Gos 
forth (3JJi. 


Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Riat DfirMoo: Cannock v 

OBdford p3Q; Caraatuy vSnipon (1X4; OR 
&veuaa vOlo Uxtfnonure (2Xh: Havem v h- 
dcnQynMiena (2.15): HtainskwryTrovra (2.0 
); Hul vBarfowniEBre (2.0); Suunm v Si Albers 
C23oi; Taodkiaw* v Readhs U.301. Swoond H- 
iWon: Bwsrnn v Sheffield (23); to>% y BracA- 
tands (130); Oo6tyx v Stouffi (1.0); Dcnc WU r 
v Gtouceeier Oty (23); Rrewanda v Dry or 
Porctroufo (Diflon Coi>e« 13% Hampsoad and 
Westrrwwer vBWars(l230); Harieaton mu- 
owe v nehmond (2X»; isa v Edffwnn i230); 
OKon & We« Wtonwefc w Orion) ir*r QJ». 
NASTRO aZZURTO SOUTH Prereion Newbury 
vOdbrd Hawte. 

Basketball 

BUDWEQBTLEACUEiChenarJMSviaeager 
ftders (Mu Dorwsar Panmers vooparos &30h 
London Towers v Heme! Royals f5X»; Newcasde 
Comets v Derby Storm (6.01; Shrtfieia Sharks v 
Manereuer Gams <6.151. 

lea boday 

BRfTtSH LEAGUE Ptendw DMrim Ctodfl 
DMbv hewcssde Wtom» (645); Diaham Wasps 
» Fife Rwte (630); M«on Keynes KmgsvHien- 
bssrie (6,0); Stou^i Jas v Baenffasie 

Boon (630). Ffc* DMskwcfflSinjjam Bontoen 
v Oeareford Cnteflans (5.15); BtacMam Bach- 
Ms v Tehord Tigas (6X)i; )M8nchesier Storm 
» Bracknell Bees (6.0); Mur^yfirtl Royals* Girfd- 
Jnd Rama; (63C0;PMyeyft3tesifSwntoVW- 
cas. (630); PKsmonfftPiaes * Dwrfees (530); 
Soiful Barons v Medwy Bars 1 7.0). 

Other sports 

ATHLETICS: AAA Indoor CtampmnSlN* (pwn- 
inffiam). 

BOWLS: Masm pairs (County Antrim). 
SNOOKBfc Baracn am) Hedga Mastes (Wsm- 

Ueyl. 


India earn a warning 


Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 

The international federation has 
told India that if they withdraw 
from their commitment to play 
England at Milton Keynes an 24 
March at the opening of the Na- 
tional Stadium they wQl be fined 
and their international teams sus- 
pended from competition - in- 
cluding the Olympic Games. 
This action folksy a comment 
the Indian coach during the 


a 


lyropic qualifying event in 
Barcelona that India would only 
be sending a side of Under-21 
players and ex-in temalionals. 

The decision of certain mem- 
bers of the Great Britain side 
returning from Barcelona not to 
play this weekend, and the ab- 
sence of England Under- 1 8 
players on a training weekend, 
could cause a few surprises in 
the cup and league programme. 


Southgate have not selected 
their captain. Soma Singh, and 
John Shaw - who were in Spain 
- for their First Dhision league 
game today away to Bournvfile, 
the coach David Vinson not 
wishing to disrupt a winning side. 

Reading will be without their 
captain. Jon Wyatt, for their 
fifth-round HA Cup game away 
to Richmond and in the league 
tomorrow at Teddington. 

Teddington will be without 
Britain's captain, Jason Laslett, 
who was injured against Malay- 
sia last week for their line-up at 
Bristol against Firebrands in the 
cup and at home against Read- 
ing in the league. 

Cup holders Guildford travel 
to Beeston today, where they 
should advance to the quarter- 
finals. They stay in the Midlands 
for a league game against Can- 
node who welcome back Chris 
Mayer and thear captain, Kalbur 
Takher, from the Britain squad 


Meeting for new boys 




DUNCAN HOOPER 

The Budweiser League’s two 
new Americans, both signed to 
beat this week’s transfer dead- 
line, face each other tonight 
when Thomas Elliott lines up 
for Manchester Giants against 
Worthing Bears’ Tim Garrett. 

Garrett's arrival should inject 
fresh impetus into an injury- 
ravaged Worthing, who have 
lost two of their last three games 
after last month's defeat in the 
League Trophy final by London 
Towers. 

The player/coach Colin Irish, 
Alan Cunningham, Steve Nel- 
son, Andrew Bailey and Gary 
Smith all cany injuries, al- 
though Smith and Bailey at 


least return to the bench after 
missing last week’s defeat at 
Sheffield Sharks. 

Worthing, filth, are striving 
for the top-four place which will 
give them home advantage in 
the play-off quarter-finals. 

Elliott, from Chattanooga, 
joins a Giants line-up which also 
recalls the England inter- 
national, Danny Craven, who 
has missed the entire season 
with tendinitis. Craven said: 
“It’s been a long and frustrat- 
ing period ouL I feel fit now and 
just hope all my injury problems 
are behind me." 

England play Hungary in 
two internationals on 20 and 21 
Februaiy at Crystal Palace and 
Ware, in preparation for their 
European Championship game 
in Russia on 28 February. 
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Rivals united by the half chance 



Dawson 
delights 
in the big 
challenge 


England's scrum-half has 
been quick to seize his 
international opportunity. 

He spoke to Hugh Bateson 



Any lingering doubts Matthew 
f’i Dawson had that be might not 
thrive in the big time were 
- blown away when he took his 
first steps into the famously hos- 
tile Rare des Princes for his Five 
Nations debut two weeks ago. 

The arena and the reception meted out 
to visitors have melted the resolve of big- 
ger men than England’s boyish new scrum- 
half, and, to be frank, he was not quite sure 
■ how he would react to the ordeaL He should 
not have worried. 

“The atmosphere was just as I was hop- 
ing, rather than expecting. Very loud and 
very hard - it nearly hits you." he said with 
visible affection. “I ran out with Jon 
Sleightholme to warm up half an hour be- 
fore the game and with everyone booing 
at me it was actually quite uplifting - it 
didn’t worry me at all, which I was very sur- 
prised about I looked over at Jon and he 
was s milin g in the same way that 1 was." 

And when virtually his first touch of the 
ball - a steepling kick for Sleightholme to 
race on to - produced the clearest open- 
ing of the game, Dawson was off, if not al- 
ways running, at the hub of England's 
well-rehearsed Parisian game plan. That 
kick launched more than an England at- 
tack. “Grays [his dub half-back partner and 
fellow Five Nations debutant, Paul 
Grayson] was screaming ‘get it in the box, 
get it in the box’, and it went up, and I 
looked up and saw it was good, and built 
from there, really." 

Not quite well enough, of course, which 
he appreciates as he prepares for today's 
encounter with Wales at what should be an 
altogether friendlier Twickenham- There 
was much criticism - as there always is these 
days -of England’s approach in Paris. Daw- 
son. characteristically for a scrum-half, turns 
defence into swift attack. “I think we were 
_ it to have the game plan that we did. 
te experienced beads have been there, 
and it is the way to beat France. Unfortu- 
nately, we didn’t execute it 100 per cent for 
the whole game. In another game those ex- 
perienced players will say ‘come on, let’s 
do this game plan this time’. It all depends 
on the opposition. 

“Jon CaJlard was completely right on 
Rugby Special when he said that Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa do not play 
‘expansive’ rugby, they play total rugby. 
They have got all the different parts of the 
game and they play them well, and that’s 
what we aspire to. 

“We do not aspire to throw the ball 
through double-misses to the winger and 
expect him to score. We want to create a 
situation where we can give the hall to him 
and then there is a certainty he will score 
or have a good run - and that will be 
■whether it is through the middle, or 
through a kicking game or through a pass- 
ing game." 



Howley 
has the 
heart for 
heights 


Wales' new No 9 has 
travelled a long way to 
make his debut today. 
Ken Jones met him 


/SS* Robert Howley could not wait 


for Saturday to come but he 


Ball winner: Matthew Dawson practising yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


That Dawson can play all of these at the 
: be a surprise. A prod- 


age of 23 should not I 


uct of a famous rugby school, the Rqyal 

edfive 


Grammar, High Wycombe, he earned 1 
caps for England Under-ISs, and has long 
been marked out as a future internation- 
al. And he has played through the various 
styles during Northampton’s rise and fall, 
culminating in last season's sterile proces- 
sion to relegation. 

A summer of transformation has pro- 
duced attractive, runaway leaders of the 
Second Division. “The way we were play- 
ing last year is not good enough to get in 
the top three or four in the First Division. 
So Geech [the former Scotland and Lions 


coach, Ian McGeechan, who is in charge 
at Northampton] sat and thought what was 
the best way for our dub to play. We trained 
that way and practised that way, and now 
it is paying off." 

There is an obvious parallel here with 
England's travails. But Dawson is cautious 
about drawing it too closely. “England's is 
not a rigid way of playing, and there is struc- 
ture to what we are doing at Northampton. 
Obviously, you cannot just translate it 
straight into international level but certainly 
there are things which I take from the 
Northampton game into England, and 1 
hope there will be things I can take back 
as well. 

“It’s a completely different ball park - 
I was always told that it would be. It's just 
a matter of trying to realise what decision 
to lake, when." 

This is the core of the scrum-halfs job, 
of course, and England’s fortunes this af- 
ternoon depend as much on Dawson's eyes 
and brains as on his hands and feet. “I am 
not there to force things to happen. If you 
force things, as Geccfa is alwajs telling me, 
they just won’t happen. But, of course, there 
are situations where you have to say to your- 
self, ‘let’s try to make something happen’. 
After all, all 15 of us are international play- 
ers and there is meant to be something spe- 
cial about our play-" 

He will obviously be hoping to spark 
those around him today, for even though 
the years of ritual English humiliation at 


the hands of the Welsh through the 
1970s were in his infancy, Dawson is as 
aware as anyone of the baggage which 
goes with these games. “Oh, you’ve just 
got to be - the history, the tradition - 1 
went to enough Wales games when I was 
a youngster." 

So he knows pretty much what to expect 
when he marches out this afternoon. “I 
played at Twickenham against Western 
Samoa, which was a good atmosphere, but 
everyone said: ‘'Wait until you get to the Five 
Nations’ and then you play in that. But you 
are at Fare des Princes and it's a cauldron 
and you feel the physical presence of the 
shouting -you can feel it on your body. And 
now you get to play at home, but it's against 
the Welsh, who will bring thousands and 
thousands of supporters. But you are on 
your home turf." 

And there is one other thing that will spur 
Dawson this afternoon. All through he has 
been composed, finding his words as ef- 
fortlessly as tus stand-off, but there is one 
thing (hat catches him out. “Losing in Paris 
was a completely different feeling. After all 
that effort and that defence and that tack- 
ling-some of which was outstanding - and 
to come away with nothing where 1 certainly 
fell we had deserved something, it was 
very..." and here he really had search for 
the word before almost’ spitting it out. 
“ ..jdawnheartening. " 

His determination to avoid a repeal 
Wales should be aware, is all too clear. 


wanted Tuesday to last for ever 
the back-slapping thrill of his 
WBD first Welsh cap. a dream re- 

mtns alise d. “Plenty of people told 
me that it wasn’t a question of if, only 
when,” he said, “but the years roD by and 
you begin to wonder. Someone breaking 
through to make the position his own or a 
bad injury and that’s it So far but not far 
enough." 

It was late in the day, and we were alone 
in a small conference room at the civic of- 
fices in Bridgend where Howley works for 
the recreation department It was warm in 
the room, and the new Welsh scrum-half 
looked neat in slacks, a PersD-white shirt 
and club tie. 

Leaning back, Howley let his eyes wan- 
der to the ceiling. “You know what?” he 
said. The question startled me. I had been 
sitting there, studying Howtey’s face won- 
dering how he felt, and now he was com- 
ing out with it 

“What?” I said. 

“I don't want the moment to pass." he 
said slowly. 

That is one of the appealing things about 
Howley. If caught up in the scamper of 
change - a provisional contract with Sara- 
cens is said to be worth £50,000 a year to 
him - he finds the thrill of selection by Stales 
all consuming. It wa$ this and some bad ex- 
periences talking . 

Howley is minus two cartilages and was 
fortunate to avoid the immobilising effects 
of a completely torn cruciate ligament in 
his left knee, the injury that has visibly re- 
duced Paul Gascoigne's effectiveness. The 
surgeon discovered a 45 per cent tear/' he 
said “Just enough, in fact by only five per 
cent, so that the damage could be repaired 
without using synthetic fibres." 

Even so, Howley suffered enough to seek 
the help of a faith healer at nearby Ken- 
fig Hill, and is convinced now that he has 
fully recovered 

There was a psychological problem, 
too, resulting from the brief period he spent 
playing for Cardiff “When Alex Evans and 
Mike Hall persuaded me to go there, it 
turned out to be a big mistake," the Brid- 
gend captain said “Cardiff is a very big club, 
perhaps the biggest in rugby with ail that 
history and tradition. Because things didn't 
work out for me there people questioned 
my temperament but they didn’t under- 
stand” 

Finding himself second choice behind 
Andrew Moore, ironically the scrum-half 
he has replaced in the Welsh team. How- 
ley was soon back with Bridgend. If not the 
most encouraging phase of Howley s career, 
it taught him plenty. “Thinking about that 
experience now. 1 learned a lot about my- 
self at Cardiff. It was a leap too far and that 
enters my mind when I think about the 
changes happening in rugby. They have 
come about so quickly that it makes sense 
to take a step bade and consider things care- 
fully. But the only thing now is playing 
against England al Twickenham." 

Not ideal for a new cap. you may think. 
Howley will have none of iL “Just to play 
for Wiles against anybody anywhere would 
be a thrill in itself.” he said, “but this is spe- 
cial. And how can anyone believe it would 
be a good one to miss? It will be a new ex- 
perience for most of us. so it isn’t as though 
we’re going there with memories of being 
defeated, that ’here we go again’ feeling. 
England have been criticised for not show- 
ing more flair and it will be interesting if 
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Handy man: Robert Howley Is the complete scrum-half Photograph: Huw Evans 


they can be tempted into playing open rug- 
by." 

In what suggests an attempt to resurrect 
traditional virtues of handling and running, 
the Welsh coach. Kevin Bowring, has cho- 
sen a scrum-half with explosive pace, fast 


hands and the physical strength to withstand 
’s bac 


the attentions of England’s back row while 
protecting his diminutive half-back partner. 
Arwel Thomas, 

Howley, 25, is bigger than you imagine. 
Standing 5ft lOin he is, at 13st 41k only five 
or six pounds lighter than Henry Cooper 
was in 1966 when challenging Muhammad 
AJi for the world heavyweight champion- 
ship. 

This astonished Howley. “Hard to be- 
lieve," he said. “Fact," I replied. 

An inquisitive profile and lively eyes add 
to the impression of alertness Hawley leaves 
in your mind. What you sense too is an- 
ticipation rather than tension. He has 
played at Twickenham before, turning out 
there for Swansea University against 
Cardiff University while studying for the 
BSc he gained in business management “Of 
course, it's going to be different the at- 
mosphere of a big crowd, the great ex- 
citement of an international match, 
especially for a Welshman going out against 
England, hut those are the things you dream 
about." 

A fable in Welsh rugby tells of how Bar- 
ry John and Gareth Edwards first got their 
act together - "Gareth, you chuck it. I'll 


catch it" - the glorious simplicity of their 
genius. Over the past few days, becoming 
fully conversant with Thomas’s game will 
have been a more studied process for the 
Welsh scrum-half but the partnership ap- 
peals to him. “I think we might surprise peo- 
ple," he said. “Expectations in Wales are 
not very high, but there is a lot of confi- 
dence in the squad and if England lake up 
Lhe challenge it could be a high scoring 
game. And if I can occupy the English back 
row it will allow Arwel opportunities to ex- 
press himself." 

In view of events over the last six or sev- 


en years. Bowring's apparent eagerness to 
)f tus baclu 


exploit the running of his backs might seem 
far-fetched to Welsh supporters, many 
conveying the impression that they are 
bleakly sceptical. 

An odd truth about sport is that some 
teams make their greatest games when no- 
body believes in them and the worst when 
they are favourites. That Wales are vety 
much the underdogs today will not have in- 


terfered with Howley’s sleep pattern. 

aff I 


“It wasn't easy to nod off last night af- 
ter Kevin told me that 1 was in the team," 
he said, “and 1 still haven't got my feet back- 
on the floor. 1 keep thinking about all the 
hopes 1 held out for myself, how injuries 
could so easily ended it all. And now I've 
been picked." 

When Howley walked me to the door 
there was a spring in his stride and a song 
in his heart - and that is how it should be. . . 


Scotland in need of courage 
to counter French finesse 


' 1 $ SCOTLAND v FRANCE iff 


TIM GLOVER 


reports from Edinburgh 


The Scottish Rugby 
Union has been 
having trouble sell- 
ing the “Thistle". Murrayfield’s 
most expensive debenture at 
£9.900, but the sound of moths 
leaving well-preserved wallets 
should coincide today with the 
prospect of another epic 
encounter against France. 

The countries lend to bring 
the best out of each other and 
their speciality has been a dra- 
matic denouement. Twelve 
months ago France were lead- 
ing 21-16 at the Parc des 
Princes when Gregor Towns- 
end, then playing centre, 
slipped a sublime pass to Gavin 
Hastings and the full-back 
scored beneath the posts and 
convened to seal Scotland's first 

win in Paris for 26 years. . 

There was another cliff- 
hanger when they met in the 
World Cup in the summer. 
Emile Ntamack scoring the 
winning try in the last minute 
in Pretoria, condemning Scot- 
land to a quarter-final against 
the All Blacks. Rob Wain- 
wright, who has succeeded 


Hastings as captain, believes 
that Scotland played a poor 
tactical game against the 
French in South Africa. 

“We tried to see the clock 
out” Vfeinwrigbt said, “and 
that’s a dangerous policy. You 
put yourself under more pres- 
sure and take a bigger risk by 
trying to sit on a lead. It was a 
subconscious decision. It’s part 
of the mentality in Britain. All 
the teams are as bad as each 
other." 

Scotland had an excellent 
first half in Pretoria, after which 
they tended to hug the touch- 
line, an incomprehensible tac- 
tic against a team with such a 
commanding line-out presence. 
Wainwright is not a clock- 
watcher or a scoreboard 
scanner, which explains why be 
was unaware of the half-time 
score against Ireland al Lans- 
downc Road two weeks ago. 

Even at this early stage of 
the championship, Scotland's 
1 6-10 victory in Dublin has set 
up what promises to be the key- 
match in France’s grand design 
for the slam. “If Ireland bad 
got a penalty try at the end 
we’d have lost so wc can't sit 
back on that performance and 
say it was great," Wrinwrighi 


said. “The spirit was fantastic 
but a lot of things we tried 


didn’t come off We should 
have been more ruthless and 
scored more points. It can 
easily be improved." 

It will have to be if Scotland 
are to stop a French side that 
following the 15-12 victory over 
England in Paris, probably feels 
it has escaped from a strait- 
jacket Jim Telfer, Scotland’s 
supremo (such a description in 
rugby is just about permissible 
now that the game has gone 
professional) has been studying 
the video of Fran ce-Engl and 
and it is not a production des- 


they are now a better team than 
the one that recently defeated 
New Zealand. “There are two 


ways they can play it," Telfer 
said. “With the traditional flair 


tined to pick up awards at the 
Ffl * ‘ ’ 


Cannes Fflm FestivaL 

“It brings tears to the eyes 
rather than water to the 
month." Telfer said, after 
supervising training at 
Boroughmuir yesterday. “It 
was like watching a couple of 
heavyweight boxers punching 
hell out of each other. Both 
sides wanted to win so badly 
without showing too much. 
The physical confrontation was 
fax greater than in the lreland- 
Scorland match." 

Telfer believes that France 
were unfortunate not to have 
won the World Cup and that 


or the more physical approach 
they showed against England. 
Wc arc ready for both." 

France have been part- 
icularly vulnerable at Murray - 
field - their win there in 1994 
was their first in 16 years - but 
whatever way they decide to 
play ft today will almost cer- 
tainly be too good for Scotland. 
The enormous French pack 
can be expected to dictate 
terms and although Scotland 
are well equipped in the vital 
departments of back row and 
half-back (ail had terrific games 
in Dublin) their front five will 
come under tremendous pres- 
sure, as England's did in the 
second half in Paris. 

Whereas France appear to 
have the option on style, Scot- 
land do not have the muscle to 
win an attritional bank:. Thierry 
Lacroix is a more conservative 
stand-off. certainly more con- 
servative than Gregor 
Townsend, but the trinity of 
Jcan-Luc Sadourny. Philippe 


5S2C 


at Murrayfiefd 

R Shopfwrd Metose 15 J-L Sadourny Cotomiers 

C Joiner Metrose 14 E Ntamack.. ToukJuse 

S Hastings Watsoniens 13 A Penaud - ... Bnve 


I Jardine... 
M-Doda. 


Stilting County 12 T Casta&t6de Toulouse 

Northampton 11 P Saint AndrA... Montferrand. capt 


B Redpath ! — Melrose 

D Hilton .... Bath 

K McKenzie Sorting County 


P Wright Borougtmuir 

S Campbell Dundee HSFP 

G Wee ■ ..... .. Melrose 

R Waimvrightu West Hartlepool, capt 

E Peters Bath 

I Smith — Gloucester 




9 

P Carbonneau 

........... Toulouse 

1 

M Pdri6..._ 





3 



4 



5 



6 

A Benazzi 

A0=n 


FPetoos ..... 
LCabarmes. 


.... Da* 

Racing Club 


RBfeeamK 10 Klqgn fSatneCaurtM. 17 
C Oafcnos (Mefctsr. IB G taratrong INe*- 


"WW. J9 8 Mnv IWOBUOI teamBU. » 

P Bunel turnon saasni. 21 J Kay iHandO. 


BH p ftroi nte IBP BwnafrStto fBeflraj. 
37 S Sos fBcurgotol, ISSAccocaberrylBo- 
pay, 19 R COM ITiMousbj 20 M 0a Rc&cb- 
monttTaJonj. 21 L Bfemecii tftang Oudi. 


Referee: C Thomas (Wriest. 


Wcli-off: 3.0 (BBC SCPOandi 


Cronin’s two tries * 
set perfect example 


BILL LEITH 


Scotland A 
France A 


38 

32 


Saint-AndnS and Ntamack can 
expect to see far more of the 


hall than they did against 
England. 

“We have come to expect a 
lot from them," Jean-Claudc 
Skrela. France's coach said. 
“When you look around the 
world it's hard to find a better, 
more potent combination and 
they have been the decisive fac- 
tor in many games. There is 
something unpredictable about 
them. Each is capable of being 
a creator, a finisher or starting 
off a counter-attack." 

Their trademark is what has 
been described as the “try from 
the end of the world*’ against 
New Zealand two years ago. It 
was started by Saint Andre on 
the left wing, carried on by 
Ntamack on the right and the 


move ended. 90 metres and 
seven passes later, with full- 
back Sadourny touching down. 

Scotland are unlikely to 
have a lead to sit on today, al- 
though Wiinwright predicts 
another close encounter. A 
mouth-watering prospect that 
should shift a few of those 
prickly Thistle tickets, but a 
few familiar figures will be 
absent. The Princess Royal, 
Scotland's patron who never 
misses a match, is in the Falk- 
lands while the practice of 
French spectators in releasing 
a cockerel or two on to the 
pilch has been banned. 
Famous Grouse yes, cockerel 
persona non grata, and France 
is crying fowl. 


Dumian Cronin gave a cap- 
tain's lead with two tries as 
Scotland won an amazing A 
international with France, full 
of cut and thrust, in front of a 
7,000 crowd al My reside, 
Edinburgh, yesterday. 

Cronin struck frornthc kick- 
off and midway through the 
second half sold an outra- 
geous dummy to romp 2tl 
yards for a touchdown. 

Still Cronin was not satisfied 
with his scoring feat and when 
he was denied a hat-trick for 
offside during a move which 
ended with him gliding over 
out on the wing - suspicions 
abounded that the big second 
row was versatile enough to 
cover every position on a re- 
placements' bench. A total of 
nine tries were scored - four 
in a madcap spell midway 
through the second half. 

But Scotland A. who led 
26-10 at half-time and had 
fine performers in the New 
Zcaland-bom openskfe flanker 
Nick Broughton and the Exiles 
centre. Ronnie Eriksson, held 
their nerve when France came 


back strongly - and they held 
their tempers in check" when 
they were faced with some se- 
vere provocation. 

Scotland's manager, Dougie 
Morgan, highlighted the fierce 
scrummage exchanges in par- 
ticular and said with a grimace: 
“The front rows were enjoying 
themselves in a funny soft of 
way." 

The referee, Hugh Thomas, 
of Wales, was forced to retire 
at the interval with a hamstring 
injury. Touch-judge Johnny 
Bacigalupo. who earlier this 
season officiated in the Euro- 
pean Cup, took over and was 
able to maintain the flow of an 
enthralling spectacle. 

Scottand A: Tries Cronn 2. Start. Pern**; 
Conversions Webn 3; Pc nnM o s Webb 4. 

firance A: Trk» Oete®* 2. venbau. Cam- 

»an. Larntnson; Conversion Lam a. Win: 

Drop goaf Merreran. 

SCOTLAND A: S long; C Glasgow 
ors m. G SUM IMeftwe.. R ErtSwn (Ew 
don Sax&shj. D Starlt {Bonxttfvruri S 

g oa): M Br own ammn. G Eflis .Cum*), 
8 Stewart f&knbui^ Academy,. 0 Burns 
iBcrwjghnwi. D Cronin iBwjk^ 

8 "s®25i 

N BrougMon ’Melrose,. Replacement s 
Ung Unstonany i w ”2“ 3 

FRANCEAiCLamalaoniBsyonne) 

s?« saasfts 







yt»^ 


IF---’'' 

I' ' 


as 


,PJ!T 




|i--' __ 
ills? - ' ' 
• IRK.*"-' • 


'mi- 


i , n zs 
3 r\.-: 




[ ■ :v 


"• 
V . • 


sni:- - ■■ 


•satr: 




St tight 


tain.,-. _ 



4, Sfip l«! . 

S !JJ kj 

?! 2GI V 


• '4 :ic 





^T* 


r 










THE INDEPENDENT « SATURDAY 3 FEBRUARY 1996 



21 


sport 


m- 


■**#> 




IMr 


% 


>55 


*;a 


•"■rfrii.'. 




Jodami is beccA 0 ® the bad 
lad on thfiWS^3 touWe ^ms 
to be fijUcwri^® 11 around. The 
y et another 
^^g^^^miorraw, the 
Gold Cup at 
’ Two - which he has 
for the last three 
pfre’is coughing. 

.. rival of the microbes 
seimeffm upset Peter Beau- 
mont, who trained Jodami to 
Cheltenham Gold Cup 

three years ago. “I am about to 

go; away and cut ray throat,” he 

said. “It's simply rotten luck as 
the ground was drying out and 
coming light in his favour and 
he is so well in himself. 

‘Tm still hopeful of getting 
him to Cheltenham for the 


Gold Cup and would need to by 
£»?* ™“ ‘"to him before- 
hand. He is entered in the Rac- 
mg Post Chase at Kempton 
and at Haydock.” 

Jodami s absence leaves Mas- 
ter Oats, his fellow Gold Cup 
winner , in addition to Monsieur 
Le Cure, as the British standard 
bearers in Ireland. Consisten- 
cy is not the latter's middle 
name, however, (it's Le) and 
lhere may be a rare home suc- 
cess in the race from either Im- 
perial Call or Flashing Steel. 

In poor aid Blighty the 
prospects of Sandown’s feature 

card going ahead will be deter- 
mined by a morning inspection. 
The big-money race here, which 
inevitably means it is the most 
difficult to decipher, is the 7b Le 
Bookmakers Handicap Hurdle. 
The ante-post favourite this 


return ticket for Fitzgerald Bookies put off their 

breakfast by McCririck 


- Sunday 

|M5jHENNESSYC»GNACSOtDClP£VS^added3mPteflal- 

1 ty Value £48^50 


1 49-7222 RS6URE SEAL (Driain Synficsiei H be Bremhesb 10 12 0 


2 ;.53ira-l HftSMWSimfOarlasJHa«riey|7tari*raiiT7n 


3 113-in MreatCAlL (Ucalan Famis Lilli F Stntertand 7 120 


4 -961111 IJFEOFAIDRDW J Osncyi APOfirei ini?n 


■5 1117- R3 MASIBtOKIS(PAMaaiKuSJ K Baa^y tofh in 1? p , 


3.ai. 183-fia2 . IIOflSBBl IE CWE fftocux H Bnmn i J EdaaflS fl3B) 10 12 0 


8S54P0 WIAFT£ (John G Doyle) PFatyU 120 

— SHOYkawan 

9 1312 fP U3SUM AfTO R»e! A P OUntn Ml 9 

F Woods 

.T Hereon 


-9 declared - 

BET1WG: 6-4 Master Oat*. 7-2 Monoisur la Cure, 4-1 bnpefhd Can, 5-1 Ufa Of A ton), Ftasttre 
Stott 3S-1 Rwi Seal, San Of W», 33-1 Nuaffia, LosMen 
^Ifl95r Jodami 10 12 0 (P Beaimonu 13-6 U Dwyer 6 tan 


week has been David Nichol- 
son’s Pharanear, who is one of 
a book of mounts for the swift- 
ly resurrected Adrian Maguire. 
The Irishman took a horrible fall 
at Leicester lad week but is back 
with a speed which suggests 
ET must be his doctor. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAPtlVaingkit 
(Sandown 4.10) 

NB: Right Win 
(Sandown 3 jD0) 

The danger here isTrainglot 
ibe 1990 Cesarewiich victor, 
who was backed from 10-1 to 
4-1 on Tbesday. As is regularly 
the case with his stable, Jimmy 
Fitzgerald’s Norton Grange es- 
tablishment, it was difficult to 
find an employee willing to 

SANDOWN 
125: JIBBER THE KIBBER, who 
beat Air Shoi three lengths in a fair 
1 contest at Warwick, will be hard to 
I beat. No Pain No Guin. who beat 
Dom Saraourai a length and three- 
quarters at Windsor, is the danger. 

IQQQ 

3.0th ATOURS. who failed by just 
a length and a half to concede Sib 
to Mysilv at Haydock, is the safe op- 
tion. Right Win. emphatic winner 
over novices in the Tolwonh Hur- 
I die here, takes a huge step up in 
I class, while Mole Board can hard- 
ly be depended on at the age of 14. 


admit contributing towards this 
stampede. "Not me, sir.” was 
the echo this week. Fiizgerald 
seems to have been as quiet as 
Trainghu himself recently, and 
it would be pleasant to see him 
hack in the winners' enclosure. 

The Agfa Hurdle witnesses 
the reappearance of Land Afar, 
who has thrown himself to the 
floor when in contention for Lhc 
last two Champion Hurdles. 
The gelding is prepared for 
the first time now by Paul Web- 
ber. following the death last 
May of his father, John. “Land 
Afar is in very good form and 
wc hope he’ll run very well,” 
Webber said yesterday. (This is 
probably the first phrase young 
men pick up at trainers’ school) 
“He tweaked a suspensory be- 
tween Cheltenham and Liver- 
pool last year, [it sounds like 


quite a long ligament] so he’ll 
probably need it having not run 
for such a long lime. 

“We’ve schooled him over 
fences, we've schooled him over 
hurdles and we’ve loose 
schooled him to gel him to keep 
his concentration.” 

In general, this event is con- 
tested by animals who have yet 
to climb beyond gening their 
fingertips on to the top podium. 
Atours, with Richard Dun- 
woody on board for the first 
lime, is likely to be favourite to 
gel the better of a field which 
also includes the George Bums 
of hurdling, Mole Board, and 
Germany's Tclasco. 

Much of the attention, 
though, will be directed to- 
wards Right Win. A Group 
One winner on the Flat in Italy, 
Richard Hannon's representa- 


tive proved he can cope with 
goosepimples as well as beat 
rash when scoring on his Na- 
tional Hunt debut at Sandown 
last month. 

Right Win has made 
Napoleon-type advances in the 
Champion Hurdle market 
since, as will Dato Star if he can 
succeed on his hurdling debut 
at Wetherby. The gelding won 
three bumpers last season, cul- 
minating in the big one at the 
Festival, and has been backed 
for Cheltenham despite the 
fact his size reminds of the stat- 
uette some racing folk like to 
glue on to their Merc bonneL 
■ Today’s meeting at Chepstow 
and yesterday’s card at Folke- 
stone were abandoned yester- 
day because of frost. Monday’s 
card at Foatwell is subject to a 
9am inspection tomorrow. 


Britain's independent book- 
makers have had enough of 
waking up to John McCririck on 
Saturday mornings, writes 

Jamie Corrigan. 

The British Betting Offices' 
Association, which speaks for the 
owners of 1,500 betting shops, 
yesterday strongly criticised the 
Channel 4 belting guru and are 
advising their members to boy- 
cott the Morning Line pro- 
gramme on which he appears. 

Vfarwick Bartlett, chairman of 
the BBOA, is unhappy with the 
way that McCririck dealt with a 
number of issues concerning 
the BBOA on last Saturday's 
programme. “We have called a 
Board meeting for 7 February 
when we will decide what further 
action to take,” Bartlett said. 


HYPERION’S 



3J5: PERCY SMOLLETT, who 
beat Ltaguided Missile by eight 
lengths at Ascot, is a progressive 
young chaser well capable of mak- 
ing the most of the 181b he receives 
frnm the very tough bui also very ex- 
posed Young Hustler. 


4. JO: PHARANEAR. who heat An- 
gelo's Double by 2Q lengths in an 18- 
runner handicap hurdle" at Warwick, 
is entitled to go very dose off just 
a 91b higher handicap mark. TVain- j 
plot, who overcame a lengthy ab- 
sence to win in a useful time at 
Newcastle, and Sparky Gayle, a 
length and a half third to Home 
Counties and PridwcU at Haydock . 
last time, have both been well- 
backed ame-posi and should go well. 
So too should Treasure Again, who 
had Lucky Bine, Trickle Lad, Feels 
Like Gold. Top Spin and Island Jew- 
el behind him when winning ai As- ] 
cot recently. 


AGFA DIAMOND CHASE - 10-YEAR-TALE 


Fate oftfaa favourtfg: M 


87 

3 


90 

A 


91 

1 


92 

2 


94 

2/3 


WHana*"* placa h» batUnS 3 


SWrttafrwteMe 


10-3 U-4 1M M A ■ 445 U-l 10-3 6-1 8-1 


Agee 


in a io io 


12 9 


B 


8 


Weights: 


12 0 12101011120 A 120 10 7 10 7 10 71110 


Profit orloes to £X Staton Favourites -£0.90. SocttKf Rmporttas -10.92 


P awen taflp of wtenera placed 1st, 2nd nr 3rtHn hat race: 56* 


Shortest-priced gtanen Oman OntoM 6-5 (inag) 


Longest-pricad teanan Espy 11-1 [19921 


Top trainer D Efanonh - Desert OrcM [1387. 1989,1991) 


Top jggfcgg g Dunwoocfr- Desert Orchid HOBS, Iggjj. Second Scfteduat (1994J 


haw 3/5 = Idnt tow Ifnbhed third and flflfi: 273 - Wnt tens finished second and mite: 


“In the meantime wc are 
asking our members to boycott 
the Morning Line. We’re advis- 
ing them not to switch on the 
programme in their shops. 
We're also asking them not to 
ask Mr McCririck to open any 
of their betting shops. We are 
also asking our members to 
write to all female MPs to draw 
their attention to the fact that 
Mr McCririck is chauvinistic to- 
wards women, who represent 
about 25 per cent of our cus- 
tomer base. 

“Also we'H he asking the 

chief executive of Channel 4 to 
have Mr McCririck removed as 
we consider him to be past his 
sell -by date and that he has lost 
touch with the ordinary punter, 
whom he claims to represent” 

But a producer of the Morn- 
ing Line, Matt Jackson, retort- 
ed to the Bartlett with a charge 
often levelled at McCririck. “I 
think Mr Barden needs to grow 
up and stop acting in such a 
puerile way." he said. 

McCririck. however, reacted 
philosophically: “If Warwick 
Bartlett wishes to draw up a pe- 
tition to get me sacked by 
Channel 4 Racing then he will 
be swamped by people eager to 
add their signatures. I have to 
agree that Warwick Bartlett 
has caught the public mood and 
is on to a sure-fire winner." 


!2 

T 




•J- v 

__ rje**- -* 

*W 'Wrjir 


-jgaft r.r- . 

- • 

vWtfrt* • •• 

•• 

r i --<- 

*?■&*?*: ! ■ , 

- • 

- 



two trie 5 * 

exatfr 


-Vi 






XT?' 




n.' 


" r - k 


DOWN 


11 C(\\ *«iH-DR)RD FLAMES’ HAfffHCAP CHASE (CLASS B) £10JXX) O nn 
\=?rz} added 2m Penalty Value £6£73 OAJU 

1 AGf* HURDLE (CLASS B) £15JW0 added 2m UOydsI 
1 Penalty Value £10^60 1 

|-C4] 


U20 Ocean Hawk 
J_50 Martin’s Lamp 
]125Jibber The Kibber 
I 3J0Q Atours 


HYPERION 

335 PERCY SMOLLETT (nap) 
4JJ0 Pharanear (nb) 

4.40 Whattabob 


INSPECTION: 7-30ani 
l -GOING: Good (Good to Firm in placxe). 

tn^ht-hand course; seven testing fence? along back auaighu run-in of aOQyd. 
BCoorse Is on A307, 4m S of Kingston. Esher railway etaoon tsenrice Iron Uindon, Wa- 
‘ uatoo) atOnau course. ADMISSaON; Ctubl]5, JnniorClubl lA-CfiyrsjSia; Grandstand 
SFwWoeJc SIC; Silver Ring 15. CAR FARE: free, or 12 In members. 


I J|I£ADING IRAtNBtS WITH SDNNBR& D NkhcdooD^ — 29 winnm from 81 runnera 
| at ■ ratio of 3Ti^% givtng a proQL to a SI kwd fluke or +S48.7th J GtfTord 26 vrtnners, 127 
ramns, 20-fi%, +S12.-I2; H Pipe — 11 winners, 61 runners, 1 7.2V S.I757 ; N Bender- 
son — 9 winners, R4 nmness, I0.7V -412.70; T Piaster — 8 winners, 34 runners, 1SL5V 
+S30-ll;O Sherwood — 8 wtnners, 48 runners, 1 0.744,-515.06; ATnraeH — T winners 
J8 nmners, 38i»V +£i0Jft. 

BLEAWNG JOCKEYS RrHmwoody—^KrrinoCTs, 113 ndes. 292.1b, +S]y.49; A Uogutre 
—20 winners, 88 rides, 20.4%, -S9.66; J Osborne — 16 winners. 108 rides, 14. 7V ->552228; 
DMarpby — 16 winnets, 60 rides, 26V SU3.W; PHWe— 9 stews, M rides, 1 7V +52220: 
Mr C Wand Thomss — 7 winners, 2>1 rides, 36%, +528230. 

WINNEKS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None- 

i JUWB-DISTANCB RUNNRB& Sparky Gale 14 . 1 0 ) travels 337 miles Iron 0 Parker's Krt- 
f lidolm Stable In Dumfries; Boberty Lea (4-101 comes 261 miles from Mrs M Reveler's 
Ungdale st able in Cleveland- 

RIPLEY HURDLE (CLASS C) £10000 added 4Y0 2m UOyds 
Penalty Value £6^35 

-CUm^ii 

-RDomoody 

KHvH 

. — _T Jacks 
JMtfcr 
-£Brtfey 


11UP1- SOUND REVQU£ (324) (CO) (Mn 6 Abecasssj C Braote 8 11 6 . 


-GMq 


3*1223 SPREE CBDSS (343) fCtg (Ejbil « me late Mr P L Mascnj Mis D Hane 10 11 UFlHfy 

332-114 iffllEr CZ1] CD) iTeny- Wamnl P Hobos 9 10 13 A P McCoy 

122 -EM MGH BARON (23J (D) (Miss C A Janesi R Hoiljp. 9 10 13 RDummdy 

41FU1 TIME WONT WAIT (15) (D) lOU Bate Parowntspl R Ph*ps 7 10 7 JRsBtoa 

FU-P3F KING CREDO (14) (CD)uCBoarnS WMdman 11 106 

25S02- KQNVBOA NNG (413) ID) flvxwioa Lail Sbovnod 8 10 5 JOst 


-MAH&gflnrid 

QMcCcnt 


JOatome 
— KKrid 


X lkmm 


31P222 <K^tMK&sa)f&Qia*$sJmBioxaugjHTuGlmOuesllB- 
U2 PADOITS ROOTH {4^ P) (BF) iP OHonnei) F MupOy 11 B — — — 


20-3013 MR FBJX (51) p>) (BFI [Frio HosreMT& WUtw A Soni I Gritonl 10 10 0 _2Aspe>(5) 

3512 4JF YtMING AU4E (49) lOKJFPawnj J Parwn 11 100 GHogan(3) 

-10 declared - 

Mrtmum ne^ghc IOsl Tim handicap we^iL - Mr Fefa 9si 3®. Young Acte 7s Stti. 

BETTING: S-2 Harlbfs Laa^p, 7-2 Thne Wont Walt, S-l Sotnd ReseOe, 7-1 Knmekta Hog, 9-1 M- 
Inet, 10-1 Mgh Baron, 14-1 Ktag Credo, Spree Crass, 25-1 Mr Ffe&c. 100-1 Young Alfie 
1S9& Uncle Erne u> n 10 J Oshome 5-2 tl G tfefierakb 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

HIGH BARON can just about be torgiuer tns unnsoiimg Ascot run las tune. The race may 
nave come too quO after a aecem third to Easrhorpe here and High Baron enes me im- 
pression that consisiency b no longer a strong pomi But High Baron has plenty ot oMity on 
nls gortg clays. He won three cut o< four over tences. last season, mduding when jjving sub- 
sequent Sun Alban ce Chase herome Bnef Gale 9b and a beating In the Wayward Lad Chase 
at Kempton. That was fofli»ed by a distant second to Banjo m the Softy isles Chase hen, 
but (jvtng away 10U3 in the mud was understandably too much for him. Two mfes on g»xi 
Bound is a shade sharp (or this customer, but ne has a bandy weight and if he jumps well 
tor HehartJ Dunwocdy he has a sporting chance. Martin's Lamp, was an honourable sec- 
ond to Bi g Man m the Victor Chandler '3tase at Ascot and. even wnn list, seems sure to 
nm wen. Sound Reveille was one of last seasons most exciting young chasers and did well 
to vwn the Grand Annual only two days after btotunghis copy -boc* m the ArtUe Chase. He is 
a dual course winner but the 324-day absence puts a slight question-mark against him and 
his well-being. Time Wont Watt wdi need to be held up to produce a winning Mck in this 
company, but ha confidence is Ngn alter winning fair o< hs last live and be has a racing 
wef^R. fdrae CWrio has a chance on die boob, bang lllb Better tor three lengths vritti Sowxf 
ReveKe on one nut last season. His jumping is a Hide butoo hit and miss for com tort, but 
Hbreet wiO need to jump a great deal better than he did in the Victor Chandler. KorneMa 
King has had more than a year off but was gomg the ngfit way rarer fences when last seen 
in action. Selection: HIGH BARON 


2 2735417- UTO AFWt 028) (CD) (T J Fbrtfl PBWber?118 

3 1 nGHTWBI{28) (UtylCnnalllavara^j RHanmn6 115 

4 1011-15 KULONE ABBOT (2Q {CD] (BFJ (Uriy (Joyd tKdder] J 0U 7 11 4_ 

5 12 TRASC0 (HO (73) DAs A Seiheifl C Von Do Rede Ger) 6 U 2 . 

6 (64165 AS DES CARRES (PR) (21) (Oajde Critem J GAM 9 ID 9 . 

7 2(20U0-4 MOLE BOARD (28) (CD) IW E SU0 J Old 14 10 9 — - 

S 2SP34^ H00RBH (14) (D) Whan FOpamcW J WMe 6 10 9 

-Sdadaed- 

BETTnG: 7-4 Atom, 2-1 RRpkt VMd, 13-2 tOone Abbot, 12-1 land Afar, Mole Board, 14-1 Moorish, 
Tabico, 20-1 As Dm Cam 
1995: Land Afar 8 11 4 G McCOufl 3-1 U Webber) 7 ran 
FDRMGUDE 

RIGHT WM. most mtprassfce when landing the Tofttonb Htrdie bare on Ids debut rarer Um- 
ber, faces a much tougher task this afternoon but may prove equal to me lash. Then? was a 
lot to like about the style of hs wet in the Tolwonh because he seemed to doss when he hit 
the front, but there a a doubt about htm being quite so dynamic on Hub faster surface with 
a false gallop possible. The mud-loving KHone Abbot staid rax br able co match Right 
Wins pace and Moorish was a disaster at Haydock two weeks back when Alooro.ttVBGke- 
ly danger here, pve Mysilv a fngfit Land Aftr is certainly pretty useful and is not mahout a 
chance given that tte pace could be steady. The German raider Tetasco was no slouch on 
the Hat and has taken well to hurdling. Selection: RIGHT WIN 


&35 


AGFA DIAMOND LIMITED HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
A] (Grade 2} £30,000 added 3m UOyds £18,840 


C4 


FORM GUDC 

’ goes from strength io strength and looks sure to make a bold tud tor hs fifth 
success of the season off a 9b higher mark item last n me. Dam Mchotsorft tu-year-old, 
winner of two bumpers last season and a maiden tariie In August when framed by Aatan 
OBnen, ran away vmti his most recent race, at Wanwck three weeks ago. Sera on before 
three (fight out, Pharanear drew dean away to Siam Angelo's Double 20 iengjhs with Bed 
Steffboy hx lengths away in thrtl. Fuzzy Logic (math. Do Be Have smh and Hops And 
Pups 11th. Angekrt Double underlined the form when gang one better at Kempton a week 
aftowaidB- However, a chance is taken with ROBERTY LEA Mary Rewleyk nainer landed 
his first two races last season, the second in a Grade 2 by eght lengths from King Lucifer 
over couiseand distance to feoember ot 1994. The selection showed signs of rationing m 
h* best last time when coming from a long way back to finish a (pod fourth io Thornton 
Gate rarer an maoeqaie two miles at Haydock tour weeks ago and ha van be well at home 
reverting to this tan get foumey. Rated by Coin Parker as potenbafy the best he has ever 
trained. Sparky Gayle defied 12a on his reeppeerance a Ayr n November despite bang 
a shaded backward. He was denied a dear run vi the dosaig srn gwi when beaten a head 
and a length by last season?. Gouty Huitfle victor Home CouUes and Pndweil at Haydock 
t-vjit weeks agp and PndweU went on to beat 2-1 on chance Mysilv tour lengths at Ascot 
The Sccrmsh raider would prefer some cut In the gwmd. however. Traingtot sb-iength win- 
ner of the 1990 Cesarewnch. did well over Umber n 1992-93. wtonmg tour to a row, *v 
dudrhg thj® correspondng race, betora being periled i*» behind Gaetemvn m the Sui AWence 
Huitfle at the Chehenham Festival. He was having hs flrsi hurde race snee when spnngtog 
a 33-1 supnse by inching out staUemate Habve Field at Newcastle three weeks agp and 
meets Outset, who was beaten a short head and the same, on identical terms. Treasure 
Atfifn l& Sfb hfgier than when staying on strongy to defeat Jam lb less than a length to a 
uveeHrMer at Asc« three weeks ago but is sift wetted to confirm the tonn with tfurttpiaced 
Lucky Blue and Trickle Lad. Feels Ute Gold and Top Spta, who were all futher In ar- 
rears. Selection: ROBERTY LEA 


lUU REvaULON (BOO (73) (B Rabeft C Von Der Recfce (Gert 11 6 
1 IBSl*CIEIT(31}(D)(iaimDii^N1VenYDaiiHll3_ 

3 OABTESNAN (72) (OaW anfl Bo\<l M Tampkiis 11 0 

P MMNESWI (285 fLIpLandS Btooosfeickj C Braoks 11 0 

0 MRCNRSTE(21)IDcMiMmParewnhlMMaiLS«dalU0 

0 NAUTKAL /BffB. (IS) (Sporartg Partners! M li^W 11 0 

3 REAGAfffiSQUE (USA) (28)0*S John Sp*»THn)P Murphy HO 
P3 S«ia» TO (U) IP State) R Hodges 110 


1 U2-2UIS YOUNG HUSI1HI (28) (Q ID) IGawi Macfidientj N Tmun-Daus 9 12 0 — . — C Maode 

2 1 1112 -1 PERCY SMOLLETT (22) (D) 1H G Munay) D Mchoison 8 ID 10 A IHapfim 

3 380-25U AMIRAK EXPBESS C28) Wirtoflt Eqpress Paicdsl N Henderam 9 107 ilARbgenid 

4 1S6-1U4 YORKSWS(MI£(15iaj)BiM«yWJGAiRll010? A P McCoy 

-*iteicfauJ- 

KAt&rain vel&ic IDst fl& Due hamfbep h ktefrte Sale 9st at. 

BETTING: 4-5 Percy Sraolett, S-2 Yoaog Hastier, 9-2 AmW* Ej^rc«, 14-1 Yorkshire Site 
1995: Deep Bramble 8 11 ID C Maude 6-1 IP F NchofeD 11 ran 
FDRMGUDE 

PERCY SMOLLETT wins on any 0<ouxl and Is carrying on the 0Md work of last season. He 
6 only Just a 8b higher handicap mark than vtoen beating Ungmded Misaie by eight lengths 
at Ascot last nme but sifil gets 18U> from Yowii Hmtiw who is dlfficiit to pisoe these days- 
Hk win over the bg Amtree fences m Nrarember was a fine wergiHfanyfngeftort by the nine- 
year-oid, but the form has taken a few knocks. Yorkshire Gale is 121b out of the handicap 
and Arotrak Express rmgtn run out of stamina. S o te c tion: PERCY SMOLLETT 


on 


FEBRUARY MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 
2m 6f Penalty Value £3^78 
BATIU IMD CSTO (Mchael watsoO R 8 U 7 . 


34244F- BONWER (245) (Towoessr Marhere (tore Dud) M Mwison T 11 7 . 

22S-2FU RUWER POWSlfTW ffhw 8tw*©PHo6te8 LI 7 

52 Fft STALKBf (IT) D J Cao) D Cam 8 11 7. 


J>Cra«dey(7) 

JTfanffl) 


3/ FlffiStPMNSBSAY(611)(Mft PlAltfcfseyi P\Metiber8ll7 
624 GUmHfSlE^fftoTmomyPfcneCTi! JGOoid611 

00 fBODN (NZ) (17) (C RnweO H ftoiMi 9 11 7_ 

P2 UTTLE CHM( (17) (Mis Enc Boucher) D Gnsse* 6 11 T — 

11)2-2 UMDHCMUinOUaH 02) UNwifirtJ Nevifa 6U 7 


fiMeCoart 

PM* 

-A Ray 


JUBdnmls 
„GMe£tef 
PHda 


2L25 


SCBJY ISLES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade D I (M. I 
£34J>00 added 2m 4f 110yds Pen Value f. 71,556 UlZJ 


4.10 


5 TEAM. ff/5Al (33) (Mfifpn OBWE-togStietel M Hammond 11 0 

IP GRSNIMlADrfESimiBracknck Syrekanel Mas A Enfixma 10 13 . 
BK TRENT (P W Hard P Him 10 10 . 


-WMcMand 

PNiven 

— i Ryan 


CUJURM. CON fflSA) (Mb Panaa MnriwC P M*hefl 10 10 . 
TSMAL (The To*|r tetoerfgi) B k®a» 10 10_ 


J Osborne 

JMnpNil 
— LJFTBfejr 


DEBUTANTE DAYS {Mar SMey ftasrer) MBS H Nn^S ID 5 

-ISdedaml- 

BETTVK: 5-2 Podd/s Behan, B-l Ranganasqae, Ur2 Debutante Itaya, 6-1 kBstinOMflt, 7-1 Ocaan 
Hu*, 84 ItowMon, 16-1 C M ra awn a. BrMap, 3M trefcawfen. IBaai, 28-1 often 
1995: Aimnoo 4 11 0 M Penan &-2 IQ Hemmed) 11 ran 
FDRMGUDE 

MbtinDKtt. who pulled six lengths ctear whan nnefang a wtortng detu at Wanmck mpy Im- 
prove, having been off the course tor five months between April and October after tearing 
Rcnard Hanraw for David Loder. But the penalty clauses are severe enough f»b in N4«t- 
inguwre case) to open The gate tor a talented newcomer and Its a«9 worth takn^l a chance 
on DEBUTANTE DAYS, whose dam, Doogri, won nme races on the Rst. Deteoanta Days 
was a decent 10- toriong handlcapper fast year when Trained ty Alec Stewart. Ocean Hawk 
is constetert and Rtneiloa has won three times over timber m France and Germany. P»d- 
dy» Retnm ran a vafiant race uider a dbriJfe penalty M H^ctock fast Bme. white Reuganmfm 
made a ueastng debut behind Ttoetan here a month a^i and may now be on the upgrade 
after bemg gnkfed Iasi year. S nte cti o n : DEBUTANTE BAYS 


0-23W CAW’SaC BAY 15Z) J ‘A Kjnneafi G B3fOng / 11 6 

1P06-FB BNU5 A CALL (lfl lT BenSeiO ano Mr W Bromi J Gtfhrt b 11 G . 
1D1PF1 JBBBtTHEIQBBSTtZl) (0)0 Kicnnsi Ms JPnraoi 7116 — 
2B0V0 mURO<US*IW'(iriC«i rt»m0DBseam911G . 


B-BCm. NO PAIN NO BAH (U) {The Uarreflous Partnastro) H5flwd8U6. 
300-olP SBfORELBEIRUni (23) (Getan) Nbc* j Mrs Susan Nock 7 116 .... 


— a ? manor 

.jfrpanvMffe 

RFtereat 

PHofiey 

P»M 

.G today 


44/P-VJS TDIHEWOODS |22; (Mrs MSoo i M B Cbcperj N Tmsavvltevies 8 11 6 CUanafen 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 11-8 Jibbar The Rtibor, 100-30 No Pate No Gate. 11-2 Scoot B Batnittt, 6-1 Neawro, 
10-1 Totbawoods, 1G-1 Campadf Bay, GrwsACafl 
19Bfe Bamo 5 10 10 A Magxre 11-4 (M Ppe) 8 ran 

FDRMGUDE 

JIBBER 7HE MBBST has made steaW^ cnproiremert over the past year and it ttea hand- 
some. ran® geWme can take ths test of jumping m ras stride. iYs odds -on he wfl finish 
somewhere near the top of the nraxce tree. He Warwick defeat of Air snot was a smart ef- 
fort and having to cany a bit more wraUnwxYt bother this fine stamp of a horse. No Pain 
No Gain and Nenuno probably nave more natural speed, but Semr El Befnitti made ail 
the funning tor a 66-1 vkauy m toe valuable Noel Novices' Chase on good ground a Ascot 
to December and could help set the race up tor toe favourite. Semr B Beirotb might not be 
b pushover toe afremocn. however, because he faced a tougn task at toe ws^jits at Wetner- 
by last ume when the emended three miles in softrsh ground at the Yorkhre track was against 
hvn. Selection: JIBBER THE KIBBER 


TOTE BOOKMAKERS SANDOWN H*GAP HURDLE 
(CLASS A) (Grade 3} £4Q000 added 2m Of £27,070 

6P-4306 TOP SBN (14) (CD) (Ms £Sd UtogJ J /WteTB 7120 

2S-1P2P DARK MOfEY pH (OD) (Jtagpi Sayart S Dow 11 11 10 


C4 


400-536 1RKME LAD (22) |Mb H F Prenoergasb F MiAphr 7 ll 9 

413111 PHARAftAR (21) CSDrtessTt'reaoad Fasffinais Lafl D fidefeon G 11 B 

U2P-51 THEAStflfE AGAW (23 Uofti Hug) Gwynnd Ms M Jones 7 11 8 

1105-10 HU'S ATO) POPS (21) (The Ha«y BanJl R AJna 9 Ll 7. 


1384-44 ROBBfTY LEV (28) fCD) (YrtroialB Dma LSI Mrs M R»«tey 8 11 5 
03-F103 BS4SDWSOr(2«(KlY8e4ASonLrtCBroaf7U5 


mm TRAnGLOT (23) (CD) (Maquesa da Mwatofcii J FTuGfin*l9 11 1 
10 2021-F0 TADS (M) (C) (B J Ke*y) N Twaon-Cbutes 6 11 1 


— J Ra#on 

R Dimoody 

A P McCoy 

AHS0*> 

G Bradley 

JAr P fteriey (9) 

Plton 

RFarant 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 .. 

10 02323/4 WJEItilS(57]lFetofbsen9EfTlMte8S0niJGiflbrdril 7. 

11 366503 NAHRAIWU (IO) (C F SpanoMiarkj A Moore 5 11 T 

12 636 PHAR fSOM FUMY (23) (Mre E A Havcodkj G Bafdmg 5 11 7. 

13 460 P0t/nCAlRMnDf64)iSeanLiJCeWMI^pe511 7 DtoWw te 

14 300442- PBHC£ KASHA (296) (S PeaecBnl K CtOTgenr-BraiWi 6 11 7 Rtois 

15 30-0 THE NB) (T5) tMhJ PwkntJ B Simal 5 11 T CUnmOw 

16 3XJ2/-2 ITS REVEREND BETTI (21) (M Ken-Dneai & M S Drimanj 6 Bdctog 8 11 T — A P McCoy 

17 F WO GOOD ADGES [7^ (Ms Jean R tonp) 5 Stennod 6 11 7 ,G today 

IB 242-2P WH1AHRAI*GH)D4) IMsAme-MareHamfeinlflAk£lua513 7 — AMa0to 


.4 Mao (2) 
-RDwiaoady 
-lAspafiB 

PHoAoy 

— Bcnm 


11 106244 FUZZY UKE (21) (Owltenham (faoig UJl N Tareuvtofles B 11 0 . 

12 IY12HW DO BE HAVE (21) (D) OteBs and Lee) Mis J Rinwi 8 10 13 . 


13 1001-13 SFWW GAYI£ (56) (Bfi (Raynwa Arderan ESeert C ffariw 6 10 ID B Storey 

14 4-43136 LUCKYBUIECMJffRNwmeriNlhonwziOlDlD KAFttigMld 

25 111130 BtMmtrPEJBaOJV^IPananAseocBXSlUPlpeeiDB. 


IS P421-HJ FEHS UKE GOLD (22) (D) pF) (bidepenkra Twnsi M Pipe 8 10 6 P Holey 

17 11-14 GRDOVMG (14) (Ms T Brewil J GAM 7 105 PMde 

18 131W3 OUTSET (21) (D) IMA Wtowl M Hammond 6 100 Mr C Hamer (3) 

- 18 declared - 

MMrnan m^v 10a. riuenamscap afetfiB: OuB« 9tf 130. 

BETTING: 11-4 Pharanear, U-2 Robcrfy Lea, 7-1 Trata^ra, 61 Treaaore Aeto toovtag, 12-1 
Trickle Lad, 14-1 Outset Fade Uka Gold, 16-1 Bel Staflboy, Hop* And Pops, 261 Dadk Hoaey, 
Do Be Have, 25-1 others 

1BBS: Made Men 7 ID 0 Peter Hobbs 31 (C Weedonl 12 ran 


19 31/52-22 WHATTABOB (22) (BF) (Ms Majjaw lumen N Hmderazi 7 11 T MARbemU 

20 62-220 YW9B (221 (VY£ Sam) T0B6U 7 f Osborns 

21 50 TOMG LUCKY (17) (The YW* ludy Parme«sn«)l J AttHia 5 U 7 lleest 

22 30 HRADOR (17) (Ms i WWEhoad and John McOeml R Omc 5 11 2 DMonts 

- 22 declared - 

BEDWO: 3-lYWuni, 7-2 WrettMob, 61 Wdi Anwgod, 61 The Reverend Bert, 161 Hr Jrevte, 
12-lGMtarUe, 14-1 Bcwdiw, Lnrt McMrerootfi, 161 rthera 
33R&. Name Akance 6 11 7 J lnwer 61 CM Poej 15 ran 
FDRMGUDE 

A ®»d cnarroe this lor WHATTABOB to ffln a well-earned fast raiding success, ai though 
he was first paa the post here in March only to be derrexed behvtd Food broker star. Nicky 
HendefsWS rorner has found one too good in both races to* season -gxng donna length 
and a half w Crack On at Hereford t2m lh and a iengto ana a guana Derand Act Of Fahh 
at Ascot (2m 4f, both times finWwigwel clear of the thud. The longer top wll Sul Yahnd 
mbs on 12a when unplaced behind Storm North m a three-mite nranoes handicap at Asrat 
but rases a big threat on he ptectang neck defeat byTemessee Taes at Newbury (3m UQstfsj. 
Ha mi beaten fair lengths by the smart See More Business on his reappearance A Wh- 
crenon before that. The Reverend Beit, having h*s first outing fix ages when beaten a tengn 
by Spartlng Yasnun at Warwick three weeks agt. appeals roosf of #» others. 

Setectioir WHATTABOB 


Tricast tightens up 


Shrewd punters will soon be de- 
ciding il is impossible to win af- 
ter one of the last remaining 
loopholes in belting was firm- 
ly shut in iheir faces yesterday. 

The Betting Office Licensees’ 
Association announced that 
from Monday there will_ be a 
new formula to calculate Breasts. 
The aim is to produce a dividend 
which takes into ac coun t the 
stalls positions of the first three 
in jkny race and has been 
pnSEpted by finishes on some 
straight courses favouring a par- 
ticular side of the track. Had this 
been introduced last year, div- 
idends for popular iricasi races 
such as the Ayr Silver Cup, the 
Ayr Gold Cup and the Portland 
Handicap would have been sig- 
nificantly reduced. 

Among the 26-page release 

detailing the mathematics be- 
hind the move, BOLA released 


• SOUTHWELL 
*■*!. SEEKING DESTINY ®H 
100-30 fan; 2- Btt Of BaMror 7-2: 3. W nd 
OriUto si 7 ran. 4ft, hd. IM Chapnan, 
Waitaa fcfcen). Tote: £4.40: £ZJ0. t 3 -. 50 - 
W*. EWfifl. CSF: £14.9L 
‘ 2-5 tev; 2. North* 

tofiteyio-l; 3. Kototocky 14-1. f f* 

Epsom)- 1 r “ 5 : if- 90, 

£K»TBf: £5.00. CSF: £520- 
_ MlfcLMR roORlABlY (N CaJMS-S 
iMoritet Hope 12-ti 3. Ezdufifeff 25;L 
•S,^7^(Sr/fei«r 14911. 2%. 2. (SR 
Tote: £4.50; £1.40, 
“^Mo!oft£13.4a CSF: £5650. T6 
aB P‘£U37j2. Tno: £32.60. 
JfJlBNJBS 0 Weaver! 7-2; Z 0 «r- 

9 ”-■* wi £■ 

DdMoRit. Tote. £3 b°- 




PTb&'l 

jST-r . 




- ■ ’ 






tr* 1 *" 




i. .,'ro^i 1 ' ‘ * - 9 ^. . • 



the statistics that, based on ex- 
haustive research, “69^> of In- 
cast returns will be increased, 
7% decreased and 24% will re- 
main unchanged”. 

But explaining the reasoning 
behind a move which will ap- 
parently cost the bookies more 
m weightier dividends, Frank 
Dixon, the secretary of BOLA, 
explained: “There wfll be sav- 
ings on dividends where the first 
three are drawn together. Many 
of our members have brought 
up the matter and said “this can't 
be right* after the first three 
have all come from a favoured 
side of the track.” 

| The trainer Jimmy Hams 
failed to overturn the disquali- 
fication of last Saturday’s ling- 
field firet-past-the-posL Monkey 
Zanty, when the Jockey Club 
Disciplinary Committee reject- 
ed his appeal yesterday. 


£3.60. £1-20- DF: £4.50. CSF: £13.14. NR; 
Mutouterafe Lad- 

4J»: 3 . NO SUBMISSION (A Cufittote) 
eyi floroatim 14-1: 3. Nigltt 19"* H- 

[SSitoHw. 2, ©Ctam. 
wvki Trim £13.70: £3.00, £8.60, £3-60- 

Aftsfa stewards' inquiry, ptecnw unaltereii. 
4 J30: 1. TATWA (G Mfligto) S£-h 

aw M tav; 3- Sea Spocwi 

SSS lift £is.70. KF: OlMl. Incase 

£12587-35 caroad ferwanl to LiigfiaW lo- 

Sflpot ^ 

PtaSa £219.0 0. Pfarte & £386.33. 

y THE LXMPKN I)£^!I 

Horse Rac»g 


Results 

0839-11H71 

Commentary 

&S39 - U1 175 


SmstBimlw* . 

^,-trfl* * **? L . 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

115 Maid Welcome 1.45 Ladybower Z20 In- 
herent Magic 230 Prince Rudolf 320 Golden 
Pound 335 Old Hook 4L25 Bditiraa 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: AT to Ini. ousde. Semaindcr, Imndc. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low In sprima. 

■ EquHracb sorfarp. left-hand, sharp undulatnut course. 

■ Racwourse i* tsoah-caa of lorn on B2028 EdeibrtdRe ruad. 
LmglteM radway staUon Isoved by Lcndrai Victoria) adjoins course. 
ADMISSION: All enclosure. £9. CAS PASS: Club U; remain- 
der free. 


SIS 


CHANNEL 


WTNNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Sacred Mirror (1.25' 

iron at Lbig&eTd on Salurdaj. 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Restate ITL20I has been sent 27U 
raOes bf FMurphy trnm MUhOelism, N Vurte. Snoiliern Dominion 
(2L20) A MQngalvfe (425) have been sent 270 notes by M Johnston 
fawn Lfiddkhaiii. N Varies; Mac’s Taadfl. 15) A Ultra Beet Cl J*' 
hare i«wi sent 270 mOes by P Hasten bran BCdiScham, N Yorks. 


COCHRANE LMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 
Lf~J £3^50 added Bf 

1 303050 PEAHLDAWN (7) (D) GL Moore ^9 7 SWttMattlO 

2 406406 kSSWABC (11) (CO) J Loee 10 9 6 TRe*l(7]l 

3 300007 BUTTON SOUR (B42) MssJ Crazes 96 N Kenedy 2 

4 003050 DES a rrW «EB [T)l Briber 4 96 JQttanB 

5 440600 fcBSTBI RAWS (31 S Uelcr J 96 A My (7) 14 

6 00343-U FIV8£ RUDOLF (28) (D| Mrs N Mecautey 4 96 

... a— rut* Sarafeoi © 7 

7 104400 ANVIME BABY (4) (C) P Drimn 4 9 4 P McCabe 0)B 

8 000166 CUSaCPEroaCHorpnlS* ACtakl2 

9 CICW060 DHMOM) BANGU (23) C Bsey 4 9 1 NAUamsB 

10 026306 HEHY RXJTSTEPS (8) S Canpcri 4 9 1 SDMSsasS 

11 340400 JERSEY BELLE (7) (0^ P Mattn 4 9 3 S Sanders 4 

12 004630 nUASHAttfi) RHoad491 UFntoeU 

13 036 l£fUMMCUME[73)S>MahPle9Cte3B0 GDufiMdll 

14 0606 M06IN 77) J Rteh-Hnyra 38 0 AMackny3 

-14 declared-- 

BETTING: 61 Hogta. 61 Ffefy Rmtstepa, 13-2 Jenny Befle, 7-1 Clamte 
PM. (tenf tow, 61 Prince MaT, AayttaM BAif, 261 utter* 


a20 


LODESTONE PATIENT CARE MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £SJJDO added lm 
CLYIHA Mil IAD J M Bmfey 5 9 0__— JS Drown* (9 U 


1b15 


PELLEW APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS 
G) (WV 1) £2,500 added lm 

CGOCC-0 MAID UGOOME (28) (ED] Ms N Uacautey 9 10 0 

Amanfa Sredere 3 

520306 HBMN Rffl-ABA) P3) fOWGLMMiB 5913 

L Soften P) 4 

020355- EXCUBWEASSaBUfpS)AJames4 9ll ADriyS 

040404 MACS TAXI (2) IQ PHastsn4 9 7 Carol Daisod (5) 6 

041848- ZAHRAN CW3) [CD) JM&afifiy596^ Fqw*B)8 

0050 PHWCESS PARROT (91 LnaJ HunonStai 5 8 12 

AtaeeCnokZ 

T Rato (7) 7 

_G FeuAnar (3) 1 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

-Udedarod- 

BEJ1WG 114 Goidan PdmMI, 3-1 Secret Spring, T-2 Fresh FWt Ddy, 
5-1 Restate, 61 Varda Una, 10-1 Kefiake GH, 28-1 Opening Raft 
25-lotinr* 


320632 GOtOBI POUND (USA) (17) Mk G KTOeway 4 9 0-J Oak 2 

00 UXHBIXE 115} J Eustace 4 9 Q M fatten 10 

0 MZAL (USA) (10) DM*raySmah4 90 IWaanrS 

323562 SECRET SnMG (FR) (30) (BF) P Ho&r 4 908 toeri 3 

6 WAWBT HORMAN (46) Rk<ran4 90 N Adams 4 

043806 VERDE UMA (128] DAituBina.4 90 .SMfeuc&B 

2402-34 FRESHHMTDNUr(9)Pketoay4B9 RfaxtamG 

40(006 XEUAIHE 6BL (B1J A Moore 4 8 9 S Sander* 9 

56/ OPBBNG BANE (574f tl B»y 589 AMdwy(7)l 

3 HESIAlE (U) F Matty 5 B 9 IFfinnlngY 


T 600450 OEI£M 061(0) JPtuHon 789- 
8 006-300 PARONOMASIA (3) M fie* 4gs„ 

-Bdadaed- 

BErme MQctefwAaseoiWy, (M Orate* 7 J toaao teat 61 UaiiJ 
Weteome, 161 Princess Pzarot. 12-1 ParoooaiasSa, 14-1 oftem 

PSJ£WAPPREltfIK^HAWDK^(CLA^ 

6) (DfV H) £2,500 added lm 

1 545405- HOWSWJSHWEJUSA) Pfl£9(08 AMoore69lO 

- . — -Ire W a n ds 0) 2 

2 60061 UOTBOVIER (28) (D) Loni UtoOngdOT 496. 


3,55 


JERVIS HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,100 
added 7 f 


3L45 


_ JlQxtanll 

”/40G5 AB^»WRHMiB6912 _^»wo»W7 

220141- OLD HOOK(TO)(Cf^ J^iSirutfi £Be05911 — -—Tiros* 

m-ta DUevroBflWMmRHttn DadAMJAIgtolfl 

200561 S0A)«G(l«{CD|PBufmrefi94 

446202 IWOOmON{7)TOAMi*rt9B2 

655233 UURA3EET [7) (Cj (BF) PHaslam 49 2 IMm>3 

000066 AGMM {71 (CD» ROStfW 791 — 

001644 TOKAMALA (CO) R InSafl 5Bf 


000046 BADIEA® (108) JM B«ley494 Q Sweewy (5) 5 

000540 BAGEDRGYMm(MliteNUKa*y592 

-M-Jmad# Smtm 8 

(25) ) ftyna 6 6 10 F tguAA 


jUneaOaokl ID O05006 SCtWfffUS (128) T Ceram 63 4 


AdnaB 
J Stack (3)1 
JtlbciByS 


334064 RACING 
040063 »m«n»(lD«UstieT 48 


2.20 


CAdanwmG 

? 5CCCQ0- Mui»aEG0io(«7)(siR»^ kmi 

8 00006 ABtOFABSr£W(871Nflfny4S7 A&fdary(3)3 

B£TTWB: 7-4 Latybowef, 11-4 tobatefl, 3-1 HritaS»n Htean. tfariBgTBfe- 

aw OfaBeo®, 25-1 Palac«teto Gold, 33-1 ottera 

HJtCKWOODCl^HVBNG STAKES (CLASS 

E) £4^200 added 5f 

H4NNAH5USHaWTOCUuiKY4gil.._,AttoriirStt2 

SEA-DEER P) W D CtHftoBn 7 9 9 — ACrifBBCl 

•MAar woe (2) m (SR WMJi 79S— 

SOUTVERM DOMjTON Jainsiiin 4 9 3 J^Aitow 4 

EZEKEU382)T(»neni591-— 

UFTBOYABAiraiCDlAMxra 791 Candy ItalfeS 

SJ«RWD(BBU04)Wi 
-7dacfarai 

— —“JS 


11 Ot6B34 W MRH (Ml iRlfiW*)® 5 7 16 

-Udadared- 
Lfateum Mjgbt 7st Klfe. True tankso idgK Vb 
BEI7MG: tdlfcMa, MTifiprea^ 61 Old Honk. 11-2 D«ta VatoniiBO, 
IM Sfwktog. 7-1 bnoeBlton, 61 Wtm Bant, 161 otters 


COLUNGWOOD HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,200 added lm Sf 


4J25 


1 (&5405 

2 504643 

3 105232 

l 1352-45 

5 000006 

6 055-163 
; 406SW 

BETTING: 2-1 
lift BOY. W 


4332-31 WHlBAA(MSA)(13)raR(«L«yai6100 — NChMbB 

334136 m\ESncmCOfB5B13 ,6BMg3 

000006 limEM0«3n47)HH(iindWd791O FLyndl(7)7 

050K41 SACRBWW«(nWCaiOai599 HLafS«12 

302260 CHE2C#DUANp0)(E|ttBRAWajB4594_»^CIaik9 

335436 MDTHOHPSONCMO)TOeni0ra493 RCKfattfilfl 

2006-50 BtA5TH)(19)GTT«nef J 9 T AMcfllodB4 


050004- JUST LUCKY (BB) Mrs NMacriiley 491 
600600 fli»iEWDClwran4Bl3.. 


SetdenWH 

JtCritonel 


r4 810 


IQrimT 


t-1 Hrenafe’s Uriw, 12-2 

tan, 66-1 Ezakid 


5 ) 20615 BCTBtSHAIBSM(B))L*AnB9EHfl5B12 JSande»2 

11 156120 fiBIWMEimtflMJshrafonSS? — IWkmtB 

12 040663 SASSTVER(USA)( 9 )Pte*>v%S 8 e JOuMnS 

- 12 dadand- 

BE n i WG: 5-2 Sasslror, 7-2 hhtod, M Sacred terror, 61 Mdlborop- 
«ng . jn-i CtoCa&fan. JMt latky. 12a WBti atta a iM a a , 14-1 attierc 


WETHERBY 


2.40 


HYPERION 

UO Dato Star 1_40 Sansool 2 JjO Bfflygoat &irff 
2.40 White WBkw 345 Valiant Warrior 045 
Wudknp 4J20 Penrose Lad 


GOING; Good lo Soft fSofl in places). 

■ LelLhaud oval circuU. Run-in of 200jds slightly uphUL 

■ Course is ME of unen on BIC24 nr June of A68 and Ai. AD- 
lOSSaON: CtubSIO (accompanied under- 1 6a free): TaueroaBs £7; 
Oxnse £2 (cars. Incfuifijig up to 4 adults J6L CAE PASS: Fine. 


HEE 


rousNa 

rctwMa. 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS; Spnffingtoo (3.15) baa been sent 
mOes by J GHford Dram Ftodon, W f 


ULO 


ACOMB NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS CJ 
£9,250 added 2m 


RIEVUJLX HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£10^)00 added 2m 

116001 GOUENIBJO (18)0)7 Eased* 5 11 13 LWm 

11001-0 PAIACEGAIE NNG (2I)W A khlans 7 11 12 J Ha*g (5 
2-00003 WHITE WHEW (23) (CD) Ml M ftevel^iT 11U 

26W0 DW0 MALTA (FR) OT OT 0 Mrioran 5 113.JI 

315422 TEJANO GOLD (79) ffM P Bradtelf 5 10 13 

565840 BRG»fflBWp3lSD)MsSSidfi71013J»WBtoaon(7) 
, 4211-31 DOWN ITC IH1 (9fl) ICO) 1 H Joteten 7 10 11 J* Carfmy 
B 532S21- HGH W» (FR) (306) (D) Mss L Serial 7 10 10_M D*1W 

9 12-G320 WIOrscMKSCMHPlAJWftcnTlOa XKraqr 

10 12312-3 ISSm 004) MWEasaty 9100 HrJ(Ma(y(7) 

11 U12 $ARjflA7!AA( (USAJ (281) (D) M Huntnortl 5 1D0 ^ADottte 

-lldadared- 

BEnMfe 61 «Mto NMra. 4-1 Daroi to FM, 61 Gdto Halo, PattMgtta 
Kn& 61 Who's Cnss, 161 Sannrifen. 12-1 Tasno Sold, U-l B&er* 

MARSTON MOOR HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £15,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 


3-15 


5-54 J2B DNBGMBIR) (12) (D) 1 roactie 5 11 12 . 
221 J0GKS CROSS (UIGIlcnaRfe 5 U 12 — 
1342 HOMOS (SB) G M Moore 5 11 12 


31 SfXDMOffS DANCB? (56) TO W E 11 12 ... J) Byraa 

BARBAROJA J RcCeraW 5 11 5 Fteaty 

22-112 BEGGARS BANQUET (57) Ptounre 6 US RSopfito 

111- DATO STAR (325J J M Jafteam 5 11 5 JHDuyer 

G8EB)CRUSAIStMisVVtod5115 IR ffa re raigi 

0 MAKE A BUCK(S2) LLurUi 6 11 5 TReed 

43 R08SEHA(22) {BF) JQUnn 5 11 5 —LWyw 

FRSSAN M Ksrenond 4 10 9 OMapty 


LEBAL BRIEF J Wvrwtfit 4 10 9_ 
MTBBAM>£A5bi1f|410S_ 
FBnBE FFVWKM J Beny 4 ID 9 . 
PfCKENS (USA) N Tiider 4109- 
RJC«BJHJP>tettar4109 


JfirKI 
NBtintfey 


PCrebany 

-Rtormy 


TAKE A WGHT N dwitotm 4 10 9 .. 

C8AHBELIA A Smth 4 10 4 

DANCE OF JOT JCro 4 10 4 

Htmeaf b BkDii 4 io 4 


~B north* 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
G 

7 

8 

9 

10 
U 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 
30 

v 2Q (foctHM"* 

BETIMG: 68 two Star, 61 Botfre Battpst 7-1 ^okmonfs Daocar, 
M OhrotiteBittv IM Jocks Crocs, 161 Baton*, 164 flttm 

SPOFFORTH HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
C) £3^50 added 2m 7f 110yds 

256325 Mf HOUSE 04) P)(BF)JJ0Nel 8120 MDwyv 

3322-02 TOP CSS (56) (Q{Bti MIS Iterator 6 11 7 — RGaoHty 
33064P MONKEY AGO (70) Mb S Brerrol 9 11 4 „_HrKVKtattn(5) 

13UW3 OOKETfZljUteamjndflUl Ik C Baton® 

242-223 AflB0TflFR*«SSCiaWGRWHnfil2U'l-ADcttlB 

122 -Wt FAJTBI CT8W0I (46) J BttaKa 9 11 0 RJotamnp) 

036PCC rooCWBSWa5)JlJ|pflon710U-* I8*rete{3) 

8 140MO RteOUSBPDBCartizlpfllOlD Mr)< 
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Kelly seeks focytball’s millennium men 


As the FA approaches 
the task of picking its 
team to take England 
into the next century, 
the chief executive tells 


Glenn Moore exactly 
what he is looking for 


H aving finally emerged, blinking rather 
than blinkered, into the 1900s, the 
Football Association suddely has 
the chance to start the next century on time. 

Whether it grasps the opportunity will 
depend on three key appointments to be 
made within the next six months. Get them 
right and England could regain Its position 
as one of the world's leading footballing 
powers. Get them wrong and it will be con- 
demned to the backwaters. 

Four men will lead the FA into the next 
millennium. One of them, Graham Kelly, 
the FA's chief executive, is already in place 
at Lancaster Gate. On the situations vacant 
board are the posts of England coach, tech- 
nical director and FA chairman. They are 
out there, somewhere, but finding them is 
not proving easy. 

The most urgent appointment is the first, 
Terry Venables' replacement This is a post 
every leading candidate has publicly de- 
clined. One of those declarations is about 
to be tested with Jimmy Armficld expect- 
ed to meet with Bryan Robson next week. 

While the FA's swollen bureaucracy dic- 
tates the coach will be chosen by the 13- 
man international committee (average 
age: late 60s, oldest member 87) it is like- 
ly to rubber-stamp the choice of a five-man 
sub-committee featuring Kelly and advised 
by Armfield. 

Whoever gets the job will be taking it on 
a permanent basis - the prospect of filling 
in while Venables deals with his fcourt cas- 
es is not, said Kelly this week, an option. 

“One case [the libel action with Alan Sug- 
ar] is scheduled for October - we will have 
played a quarter of the World Cup quali- 
fiers by then.'' Kelly said. “Then there are 
other cases. We would be laying ourselves 
open to immense criticism if we allowed un- 
certainly to develop. You do not know how 
cases will pan out. 

“We have given up hope of Teny chang- 
ing his mind but, in seeking for his successor, 
you cannot do much better than looking at 
what Teny brings to the job: tactical aware- 
ness, a knowledge of international football, 
imagination, pragmatism. He is liked and 
respected by the players. He has instilled 
an awareness of the realities of international 
football in them and is in the process of in- 
stilling self-belief. The new man will have 
to be resilient. You do not want someone 
w ho wiU be knocked off course the moment 
a problem comes up." 

Venables' legal entanglements also rule 
him out of the teehnicahdirectors post - 
although, given the problems the FA is hav- 
ing in appointing one, he may be free be- 
fore it is filled. 


Situations vacating: key po sit ions the FA must fill 


The job was originally mooted in No- 
the FA has been search- 


vember 1994 and i 
ing for the right man ever since. Twice the 
four-man selection sub-committee - Kel- 
ly, Armfield. Rick Parry, of the Premier 
League, and Jimmy Hill - thought they had 
found him. But both Gerard Houllierand 
Andy Roxburgh declared themselves com- 
mitted elsewhere just as they were about 
to be recommended for the job. 

“We are aiming high on this one," Kel- 
ly said. “We are still talking to people but 
we are not on the verge of making an 
appointment." 

The brief is wide, said Kelly, as he 
reached for a folder in his recently refur- 
bished office - adorned by pictures from 
. recent England internationals; an unusu- 
al portrait of a besuited Kelly relaxing on 
a football pitch: and an old award from 
JWren Saturday Comes , for being “the per- 
son who had done most harm to the Eng- 
lish game”. 

Reading from a long list. Kelly said the 
technical director "must decide if we need 
full-time coaches for the Under-21s and the 



Salary: Negotiable - Teny Venables is on £150,000. 
Reason for Vacancy: Resignation of Terry Venables. 
Start Date; Before Euro 96 opens in June. 

Ibsk: To qualify for, and then win, the 1998 World Cup. 


Problems: A dearth of quality players is compounded by a draining 
club programme which leaves many of the best either injured or jad- 
ed. The survivors then have to leam a new style as the English game 
is inherently incompatible with world requirements. Also has to deal 
with mischievous dissenters within the FA and malevolent attacks from 
without Not a job for anyone with skeletons in the cupboard. 


The Favourites: Bryan Robson (Manager of Middlesbrough and Eng- 
land assistant coach): Players and pundits’ choice. Has made bright 
start in management and has experience of coaching in international 
set-up. Kevin Keegan (Manager of Newcastle United): Playing and man- 
agement record the equal of Robson but probably more attached to 
current job. Impressed when managing Under-21's. Gerry Raids (Man- 
ager of Tottenham): Good organiser of players. Available, he works with- 
out a contract, but may not want the hassle. 


The Possibles: Frank Clark (Manager of Nottingham Forest): Skilled 
at utilising limited resources. Glenn Hodde (Manager of Chelsea): Com- 
mands enormous respect among young players. Howard Kendall (Man- 
ager of Sheffield United): Could have taken the job when Robson left. 
Glory days now some years past but promising start at Bramali Lane 
shows the nous is still there. Howard Wilkinson (Manager of Leeds 
United): A Tayforesque tendency to ramble from the lip hides a sharp 
and knowtedegable mind. Ray Wilkins (Manager of QPR): Former Eng- 
land captain widely respected at home and abroad. Bobby Robson 
(Manager of Porto); Ideally qualified having done it all before. Post- 
Taylor, his reign appears a golden age. 


The Outsiders: Jack Charlton (retired as manager of Republic of Ire- 
land): Hard to imagine him putting up with inevitable criticism of play- 
ing style. Don Howe (FA Technical Co-ordinator and England assistant 
coach): Unrivalled experience but better as an assistant than a figurehead. 
Peter Reid (Sunderland): Now reviving Roker, his time at Manchester 
City looks better than ever in retrospect 


The No-hopers: Kenny Dalglish (Director of Football at Blackburn Rovers), 
Brian Clough (retired), George Graham (banned). 


Salary: £17 5 -000 -£200, 000. 

Reason for Vacancy: New position. 

Start Date: As soon as possible. 

Task: To establish a coaching structure and style to take England into 
the 21st Century. Will influence football at every level from primary school 
to Premiership. The most important position in the English game. 
Problems: At national level must overcome dub v country dispute. Low- 
er down a lot of petty fiefttoms will feel threatened, from the English 
Schools FA to club-based centres of excellence. 

Already turned the job down: Gerard HoudBer (French Football Federa- 
tion): Former natkxial manager, now technical drector in Franca Confirmed 
Anglophile but already tied up in French preparation for r 98 World Cup which 
they host Andy Roxburgh (Uefa): Former Scotland manager, now techni- 
cal director of Uefa. Abie administrator, widespread experience of coach- 
ing at all levels and knowledge of English game, but committed to Uefa. 
Already declared unavailable: Howard WBkirtson (Manager of 
Leeds United): Interviewed but then ruled himself out 
Statable, but probably unavailable: Lotas van Gaal (Coach of Ajax): 
Came through the coaching ranks at Ajax to produce the most attrac- 
tive, innovative and successful side currently In the dub game. Alas, hap- 
py where he is. Johan Cruyff (Coach of Barcelona): Likely to be available 
after souring of relationship with Barcelona. But thought to see his fu- 
ture in Spain. Franz Beckenbauer (President of Bayern Munich): Hard 
to prise away from Kltzbuhel home and challenge of reviving Bayern. Roy 
Hodgson (Coach of Intemazionale): England's most successful current 
coaching export Unlikely to be tempted having finally achieved ambi- 
tion of managing top Italian side. David Pleat (Manager of Sheffield 
Wednesday): Excellent coachbut has already turned down a similar post 
at Tottenham because he preferred to work with players. 

Not quote suitable: Dario Grad (Manager of Crewe): A coach since 1968, 
earmarked for position within FA structure but not seen as enough of a 
political animal for top job. Dave Sexton (Under-21 coach): Involved with 
England under Robson and Venables. Might not welcome such a high- 
profile rale and, at 65, too okf. Rinus Michels: Dutch guru of Total Foot- 
ball now a freelance coaching consultant. Age is against him. 

Outsiders: John Cartwright Former head of national school and very re- 
spected youth coach. First involved with England more than a decade ago. 
Carlos Alberto Parreira: Steered Brazil to World Cup success. Now doing 
well with Fenerhahce in Turkey after disappointing spell with Valencia in Spain. 
No-hopers: Terry Venables, Charles Hughes. 

Which leaves: Don Howe (FA): As technical co-ordinator he is effec- 
tively doing the job already - and doing it well. Has the necessary expe- 
rience but prefers hands-on coaching to administration. Wfauld need 
persuading to make the post permanent. May end up doing the job by 
default until the likes of Houllier, Roxburgh or van Gaal become available. 


Salary: Unpaid - but the last three have ail received a knighthood. 
Reason for Vacancy: Retirement of Sir Bert Millichip. 

Start Date: End of Euro 96 in June. 


Task: Diplomacy, in public arid in private. Must promote English inter- 
ests abroad and keep the peace at home. 


Problems: The lack of trust and sympathy within the various fections 
of the English game - the FYemier League, the Football League, and 
the wider "amateur” game. The danger of hooligans ruining England 
image overseas. 


The Favourites: David Dein (Arsenal): Ambitious. Key figure m -Pre- 
mier League's commercial development Too smooth for some, and not 
just the old farts. Geoff Thompson (Sheffield & Hallamshire FA): Long 
serving tough head of the disciplinary committee. Keith Wiseman 
(Southampton): Well-connected, not many enemies. Ybungest mem- 
ber (50) of international committee. 


The Outsiders: Sir Roland Smith (Manchester United): Chairman of 
the Pic, not the football dub. Commercial background too strong Chris 
WiBcox (Gloucestershire FA): Sir Bert’s deputy. Inoffensive but not dy- 
namic. Ian Stott (Oldham): Reputation as sane and moderate ad- 
ministrator spoiled when he led abortive revolt of End sleigh First Division. 


The No-hopers: Alan Sugar (Tottenham), Ken Bates (Chelsea) and 
Ron Noades (Crystal Palace): Plenty of ideas, but even more enemies. 
Robert Chase (Norwich): Has wanted it too obviously. Sir Bert NN- 
(ichip: Wants to carry on, but he is 82. 


The Abstainers: Sir John Hall (Newcastle United): Energetic and vi-. 
sionary but committed to Newcastle. Jfrnmy H3I (Fulham): The only con- 
tender to have played, or managed, or refereed, or commentated at 
the highest level. Would have been interesting 


Likely Choice: Keith Wiseman - A compromise, but probably a gog$, 
one. ^ 


Under- 18s and a national goalkeeping 
coach. He needs to continue the work Ter- 
ry and I have started in helping managers 
of clubs in Europe in assessing trends and 
addressing problems. 

“Reserve team football needs to be 
looked at. There will be five substitutes in 
the Premier League next season - is there 
any point of regular Saturday reserve 
team football? Post- Bosnian youth schemes 
for players aged 16 to 21, the FA national 
school, and John Major's Academy of Sport 
need studying. 

"A new coaching structure is being im- 
plemented, tying in with Uefa's. It goes from 
leaching the basics to licensing prospective 
Premiership managers. That has to be over- 


seen. The playing of small-sided matches 
for children needs promoting - and we are 
seeking to train 5.000 teachers a year to 
teach football in schools. 

“And that," he concluded, “is just my 
agenda. Others may add to that. The na- 
ture of the job is long-term, writing devel- 
opment plans for a number of years." 

This emphasis on paperwork has put off 
some candidates. The best coaches love 
coaching: by nature, they would rather be 
on the practice pitch than behind a desk. 
“It is a problem." Kelly said. “"We arc look- 
ing for someone of stature, with leadership 
qualities, but someone who can also ad- 
ministrate. It is more a case of directing 
operations than being at the cool face with 


the sleeves rolled up. You would not take 
the best coach unless he had some ability 
to organise - otherwise you will never get 
anything done. There are not many peo- 
ple who combine those qualities." 

The chairman’s best work will also be 
done out of sight, in quiet corridors and 
smoke-filled rooms. This is one appoint- 
ment where the “old buffers" still have in- 
fluence. The new chairman will be elected 
from and by the 88-member FA Council. 
Just seven represent the Premier League, 
11 are from the Endsleigh and six from 
semi-professional non-Lcague. There arc 
53 county FA representatives and 11 oth- 
ers. They include the independent schools, 
the three services, the Universities and. by 


some curious anachronism, both Australia 
and New Zealand. 

Not all these will see the future of the 
game progressing the same way as the pow- 
erful barons of the Premiership. Thus 
Kellys belief that “the most important thing 
is unity. Whoever the new chairman is, 
whether he comes from the professional 
game, the services, wherever, once he 
takes office he must cease to represent them 
and work for the unity of the FA. 

“They are each important appoint- 
ments. If the next England coach comes in 
and wins the World Cup in 1998. the ben- 
efits will be immense. If the next chairman 
of the FA stays for six years and we go into 
the next century in great shape, established 


Barnes sent us packing, the air 
went out of my inflatable Bee 


Gascoigne 
back for 
Rangers 


South Africa’s big day 


It started in Cairo. 1989. I 
couldn't find an English paper, 
but a French magazine told me 
Brentford had beaten Walsall 
1-0 in an FA Cup third- round 
replay. The last 32. Wow. 
When? Today. Wow. Who 
against? 1 found the previous 
week's Sunday Express and 
looked up the pools fixtures - 
Manchester City at home. 

The time difference meant 
that 1 could make it. 1 bor- 
rowed the money and brought 
a ticket with No-beer Air.'or 
something like that. I arrived 
at Heathrow as sober as a pil- 
grim, got a cab to the ground 
and tnod to beg my way into 
the sell-out. The guteman 
wouldn’t have any of il_ 

The Manchester City fans 
who had gathered around me 
piped up: “We’ve only come 
from Manchester this lad's 
come from Egypt." But I had 
to sec the game. Eventually 1 
found the weak link, jumped 
over a wall into a toilet and wit- 
nessed a surreal 3-1 triumph. 
Amazing. The last In. 

Somehow, three weeks later, 
I was tunning and screaming 
down the icy roads of Madison. 
Wisconsin, after reading in 
USA Today of a 2-0 victory at 
Blackburn. The last eight. Liv- 
erpool at Anfield. Goodbye 
America and hitch-hiking down 
to South America. I had to gel 
a ticket for this one. 


FAN’S EYE VIEW 


No 135 

Brentford 

PAUL MUNFORD 


What a day. for SO minutes 
Andy Sinlon ran the show for 
us. but some magic from John 
Barnes sent us packing and the 
air went out of my inflatable 
Bee. 

Since then. Second. Division 
champions, immediate rele- 
gation, no cup runs and skint. 

That was seven years ago 
and I thought that was my lot. 
but it’s all beginning to happen 
again. We’ve had a bad season, 
pre-season favourites for pro- 
motion and presently 22nd in 
the table. If you lose in the first 
round of the cup then it's ail 
over for eight months. Fam- 
horough at home. 1-1 draw and 
the faith rolls away a little. But 
the replay is live on Sky and. 
from pub-comfort. I enjoy a de- 
lightful 4-0 walkover, die first 
away win of the season and 
some more winter weeks of 
fantasy. 

Next round, Bournemouth 
away. ID men for an hour, a 
heroic 1-0 win and we're in the 
draw with the real clubs, the 
ones my mates support. Short 
straw', another away tie. butlhis 
time ai Norwich', the team 


that beat Bayern Munich re- 
cently, but who had since lost 
their way a little. .After five min- 
utes at Cairo w Road. I knew 
we had a chance. Norwich 
won a corner and nobody 
wanted to lake it. wc were play- 
ing a demoralised team. 

Joy of all joys, we win 2-1 
and we were better than them. 
Then comes the draw again 
and ycl another bad tie. Charl- 
ton vi way. Down comes the big 
freeze and we're in the draw ftjr 
the fifth round. Liverpool 
again. Anfield again. 

Of course, it all depends, but 
suddenly, my whole life lifts off 
and 1 con deal with the night- 
mare of the previous season. 
We had been up there all year, 
losing out only to money-bags 
Birmingham after a last, fre- 
netic Saturday. Bad timing. 
Bees. The runner-up had to en- 
ter the playoffs. no automat- 
ic promotion this year. Not 
even a day out at 'Wemblev. 
beaten on penalties at Griffin 
Park. 

Then, for the first time. I re- 
alised that wc would never be 
one of the big box’s, we would 


never win the European Cup. 
That was a difficult one to ac- 
cept 1 always thought that it 
was only a matter of time. 
However, we do retain style, as 
can be shown by the presence 
in our team or Dean Martin 
and Paul Smith. We’ve aLso got 
Nick Forster and Rob lajTor 
back after injury, a strike force 
that bears comparison with 
the 1975 double act of Andy 
McCulloch and Sieve Phillips, 
names t hat we still love and re- 
member. 

Strange, but I’ve just re- 
membered a conversation that 

I bad with a shaman friend a 
few years ago. 1 9S9 to be ex- 
act. T was told that Brent- 
ford’s ground. Griffin Park 
hud been built on a lev-tine, the 
Griffin being a fabulous crea- 
ture with wings and the body 
of a lion. There were forces he- 
nealh that place, he shid. and 
one day these powers would 
emerge. He could be right. 

1 blink into my fantaty. the 
destiny that only the Griffins 
know- the last four. Neutral 
* venue. Brentford v Wimble- 
don. The lowest ever owed for 
a semi-final. A spectacular 
own goal by Vinifie Jones. 
Last minute penalty for Wim- 
bledon. Brentford old boy. 
once revered. Dean Holds- 
w’orlh steps up. Blazes it over 
Ihc bar. Ha ha. All ley-lines 
lead In Wembley. Ha ha. 


SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


With a third of the Scottish 
League Premier Division cam- 
paign remaining. Rangers lead 
hy a single point from Celtic. 
Walter Smith’s champions will 
have Paul Gascoigne hack for to- 
day's visit to Pa Hide while Celtic, 
unbeaten in 19 Premier games, 
meet Hibernian at Parkhead. 

The Celtic manager. Tommy 
Bums, who has Andreas Thom 
back after a two-match injury 
absence, believes long-suffering 


captain Paul McSlay has been 
a different man since lifting the 


Scottish Cup last May. “I have 
seen a remarkable transforma- 
tion in him as a person." Bums 
said as Celtic pursue their first 
title since 19SS. 

Hibs have won only once in 
19Q6 and crashed out of the 
Scottish Cup against Kilmarn- 
ock lost week. Joe McLaughlin 
makes his debut in defence af- 
ter arriving from Falkirk but 
Steven Tweed. Gordon Hunter 
and Gareth Evans arc injured 
and Darren Dnds and Pal 
MeG inlay banned. 

Although Gascoigne Is back 
after suspension for Rangers. 
Richard Gough might be miss- 
ing at Thistle with a back prob- 
lem while Gordon Dune (groin) 
is doubtful. The Dutch in- 
ternational Peter van Vossen is 
poised to make his full debut. 


South Africa meet Tunisia to 
day in an African Nations' Cup 
final that neither side were ex- 
pected to reach. 

Playing their first continental 
fixilhaJI championship following 
the end of anti-apartheid sanc- 
tions. the South Africans arc 
looking for another triumph to 
follow the Rugby World Cup last 
June and the demolition of Eng- 
land's cricket leam. President 
Nelson Mandela, who has be- 
come a gc*od-luck charm for 
South .African sports, was to 
meet the team yesterday evening. 

Fur the Tunisians, who will he 
the underdogs before a crowd 
of 80,000 frenetic South African 
supporters in Soweto, the final 
is their first since losing to 
Ghana in 19fi5 and it Is a chance 
to make up for a humiliating 
first-round exit when they were 
hosts in 1994. 


“It will be a tough match as fi- 
nals go. but our boys are ready." 
the South African coach. Give 
Barker, said. “It should be dose.” 

Controversy flared on Thurs- 
day when the head of the 
Tunisian side. Nasser ben Hac- 
ine. threatened to forfeit the 
match in protest over hotel prob- 
lems on arrival in Johannesburg 
after beating Zambia 4-2 in 
Wednesday's semi-final. 

The Tunisians apparently ar- 
rived at their hotel and were told 
none of the rooms were ready 
due to renovations. The players 
waited five hours in the lo'bby 
and had lo cancel training. 
When they were checked in. the 
rooms stank of vamish. Elen 
Hacine Inter backed down, say- 
ing his team had not come so 
far in the tournament against all 
expectations to turn back now. 

South Africa are favourites. 


if for no other reason than a 
home crowd that ranks among 
the loudest in sport. Tunisia’s 
government was reportedly 
chartering a plane to fly ih*J00 
fans to beef up the visitors' con- 
tingent, but they will be lost in 
the sell-oul FNB stadium. 

The South African midfield- 
er John Moshoeu. who scored 
twice in the 3-0 semi-final vic- 
tory- over Ghana and the 
Tunisian striker Abel Sellimi. 
who scored twice against Zam- 
bia, could be the key players. 

Nigeria, the defending champ- 
ions who boycotted the Cup af- 
ter Mandela urged international 
sanctions against the country's 
military regime, have been 
banned from the 1998 and 2000 
tournaments. The suspension 
could also lead to Nigeria's ejec- 
tion from the 1998 World Cup. 

Saturday story, page 11 


Blues given ‘closed doors’ warning 


Birmingham City will have to 
play a home game behind 
closed doors if their supporters 
misbehave home or away once 
more this year. The Football As- 
sociation yesterday found the 
club guilty of two' misconduct 
charges during November's 
home game against Millwall. 

Blues' fans seated above the 
travelling Lions supporters were 
alleged lo have thrown objects 
at the Millwall contingent. 
Some Birmingham fans en- 
croached onto the pitch after 
Ken Charleiy's late equaliser in 
the 2-2 draw and Millwall 
claimed their substitute Dave 


Savage had been punched as he 
warmed up. A police investi- 
gation pinned the blame on 
Birmingham. 

Ray Harford yesterday 
claimed relations were good be"- 
twoen himself and David Bat- 
ty. while admitting that the 
midfielder was not in Black- 
burn s squad for today's home 
derby against Bolton. 

The Rovers manager, who re- 
fused lo comment on specula- 
tion linking Batty with a £3 .5m 
move to Newcastle, said: "I 
have not had a row or an argu- 
ment with David Batty." On the 
player's omission, he added: 


“We make our selection on 
what we see and after all that 
has happened felt it better for 
him not to be included." 

The next manager of the 
Republic of Ireland is likely to 
be Millwall's Mick McCarthy 
following the decision by the 
Wimbledon manager Joe Kin- 


... rviii- 

near lojurn the job dov» “It 
Twflsthe 


wrong 


within Uefa and Fifa as a significant force, 
he will be immensely successful. But the in- 
fluence of the technical director could be 
equal to either. 

“Sometimes we get involved with so 
much administration, promotion, and so on, 
we almost forget what we are here for, 
which is playing football. That is why the 
technical director is so important. He will 
have a major influence on the way the game 
goes in this country.’’ 

No one could accuse Kelly of forgetting 
the EAs roots. The 50-year-old was out there 
again yesterday, seeking his fifth goal of the 
season for the staff side - and still in need 
of technical direction. 
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breaks my heart to say it 
right job. but at the 
time." Kinnear said. 

McCarthy can only dream, 
but Arrigo Sacchi is to be paid 
. ■ coach the Italian na-i 
uona] side for a further two-end-* 
a-haif years. 
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Ferguson’s 
future is a 
distraction 

Guy Hodgson on a vital weekend for 
the Premiership’s title-chasing clubs 
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Manchester United and Sel- 
jiurst Park it seems, come to- 
gether and make a volatile 
concoction. On the first return 
to the ground where Eric Can- 
tona performed football's most 
infamous scissors kick, trouble 
could be brewing a g ain. 

Attention today bad expect- 
ed to fell on the Frenchman who 
leads United’s attempt to over- 
haul Premiership leaders New- 
castle against Wimbledon just 
over a year since he assaulted a 
SeRmrst Park spectator. Instead 
his manager, Alex Ferguson, is 
threatening to divert the media's 
g a?a away from the pitch. 

K i ffitocgfiODs that the club 
' t ~ J were stalling negotiations over 
g ’ - .a. contract to supplement the 

J airrcnt one which ends next 
year were not denied by Fer- 
guson. “I approached the club 
' jkt summer," be said, “and the 
matter was put back to January. 
Now Won't know what’s hap- 
V- paring- In a perfect world I 
would like to spend the rest of 
my career at Old Thifford, but 
1 can't stay without a contract-*’ 
Ferguson was also adamant 
r: that United will have their own 

security presence today despite 
warnings from Selhurst Park 
that Ned Kelly, Cantona's min- 
der in away matches since his re- 
.jttura from suspension on Z 
"1POctober,wouId not be allowed 
i- ' in the players’ tunnel “Ned Kel- 
ly ir part of the official party; 
th^can’tstophim J T, hesmd.‘Tf 
we choose to have him on the 
^ bench, it’s our decision.” 

AD of which overshadowed 
United’s preparations for a 
match they need to win if they 
are to cause Newcastfe the slight- 
est concern. Runaway Prenner- 
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ship leaders, they entertain 
Sheffield Wednesday today with- 
out the suspended David Gino- 
la and Darren Peacock but 
seemingly oblivious to tension. 

“Pressure is when you are 
down at the bottom fighting rel- 
egation," Robert Lee, their 
England midfield player, said, 
“not when you're nine points 
clear with a game in hand. I 
can't see why we can't extend 
our lead." 

There will be less pressure at 
Southampton today, too, on 
Duncan Ferguson. The Scot 
will be playing in Everton's 
colours for the first time with- 
out the threat of a suspension 
or a jail sentence to dwert his 
thoughts. A judge this week up- 
held his appeal against serving 
the remaining games of a ’12- 
match ban for butting an op- 
ponent “It’s been hanging over 
his head and we are delighted," 
Joe Rpyle, his manager, said. 

Liverpool, who along with 
Everton, were given the free- 
dom of their home city this 
week, will hope their strikers, 
Stan Collymore and Robbie 
Fowler, have equal liberty in the 
Tottenham penalty area. 

Haying faced the toughest de- 
fence in the Premiership, Aston 
Villa, they now face the team 
with the best away record, with 
their manager, Roy Evans, pin- 
pointing John Barnes rather 
than his prolific strikers as the 
key element, in the dub's move 
to second spot. 

“He gets our other players 
going even if he's not having the 
best of games himself. His in- 
fluence in the team isn't noticed 
or appreciated enough by peo- 
ple outside Liverpool." 

news 

Momcftoy StotT Mfed 

Jfotdioand, Hcwey and Lee all return 
for Newcastle but Glnota aid Peacock 
.are suspended. Pressman is bach (n 
goal for Wednesday, replacing Woods 
who has pad a minor knee epersdoru 
Briscoe S ntferf out wrth a blood in- 
fection and central defender Watts is 
added to the squad. ■ 

SooUtamptoQ v Everton 

DefenderCtadton fonkte) feces fltness 
tea and mm replace BenaB for Saints 
but winger Heaney (ankle] is out for 
a forest Trahsfer-fistedfiJi-back Jack- 
ion is set to step Into Everton’s de- 
fence as Urtsworth is out with a bad 
beck, €bbrefl starts a two^maxch ban 
'and reserve defender AHen is added 
.to the. squad. 

Mfert Item V Notts Forest 

Oh-taen Portuguese vwnger Dam' is B»- 
ly.to start on namnlbre’ bench. Aus- 
tralian winger. Lazaridis. Is fit again. 
Forest stffl fnfestqgStorie and Fean*, 
are unchanged. ; : . 

Wimbledon v Man United 

Jtisrfott, Eferte and Ekoku all sus- 
pended for Wimbtedon, but Jones h 
back after a fo ut- maten ban. Ctarte 
and Bieil are compete tor place up 
Troat. Patfeter is poised to make first 
Premiership appearance since. No- 
wmber for United. 

TOMORROW 
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Majoli’s revenge over Seles 


ModJfea Seles suffered only the 
second defeat since her come- 
back when she was beaten 1-6, 
7-6, 6-4 by Croatia’s Iva Majoli 
in die quarter-finals of the Pan 

• Raeifip Open in Tblyo yesterday. 

The joint world No 1 conced- 
ed Only three games in beating 
the 18-year-old in their Aus- 
traGan Open quarter-final meet- 
ing last week. “She is dearly a 
better player today," Seles, who 
went into the tournament with 

• sninjiiredleft shoulder, said. 

“I Was fitting there and I 

^ die. first KL”Ste raSheT^boul- 


... 


5j^c/wants to play at the 


v^qaes iqis summer. 

A*as Seles's fifth touma- 
P™ E &K*rher 28-month lay-off 
*™S®aa knife attack in 1993. 


Majoli now meets Martina 
Hingis, the 15-year-old from 
Switzerland who easily beat 
Japan's only quarter-finalist, 
Naoko Sawamatsu, 6-1, 6-2. 

Conchita Martinez and 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario scored 
strai gh t-sets wins to set up an 
all-Spanish semi-final Sanchez 
Vicario, playing her first match 
m the indoor event after re- 
ceiving a first-round bye and a 
walkover on Thursday, beat 
Magdalena Maleeva, of Bul- 
garia, 7-5, 6-3. 

Tim Henman' could win his 
first ATP event after the defeat 
of the No 1 seed. Jeff Tarango, 
in the Shanghai Open. Mark 
Knowles, of the Bahamas, beat 
Tarango 5-7, 7-5, 6-2 in yester- 
day’s quarter-finals. Henman 
plays Andrei Olbovski in today’s 
semi-finals, while Knowles feces 
Michael Tebbutt, of Australia. 
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Dave Haller, Foster's City of 
Cardiff coach, said; “We are 
pleased this is out of the way be- 
cause it’s been dragging on. 
Mark wili be a different person 
be 


Happy returns; Sally Gunnell in Birmingham yesterday looks forward to getting back to competition 


Photograph; Peter Jay 


Christie runs as Gunnell returns 


Sally Gunnell makes her long- 
awaited return to competitive 
action today in the AAA indoor 
championships, which received 
an unexpected bonus last night 
with the news that Linford 
Christie had been accepted as 
a late entry. 

The event, at Birmingham's 
National Indoor Arena, thus 
finds itself with both Britain's 
Olympic champions, although 
they are approaching the com- 
petition with differing objec- 
tives. 

Gunnell is hoping to gauge 
her fitness following a season 
out with a heel injury' which re- 
quired an operation last year. 
Christie is seeking to maintain 
the impressive form which he 
has demonstrated in the last 
fortnight with two victories in 
Australia, where he has been 
warm-weather training. 

GunnelL whose last compet- 
itive outing was in September 
1994, has recently returned 
from South Africa. She said she 
was determined to retain her 
Olympic 400 metres hurdles 
title this summer. 

“If 1 did not think 1 was ca- 


pable of the gold medal I would 
not go to Atlanta," Gunnell said. 
"Simply reaching the final or be- 
ing satisfied with any medal is 
not enough. I've had that feel- 
ing of what it’s like to cross the 
line first and it's the only one. 
Barcelona was the highlight of 
my career." 

This weekend. Gunnell wiU be 
happy to negotiate two qualify- 
ing races and a final of the 400m 
flat in which she is likely to come 
up against the European Cup 
winner, Melanie Neef. 


Mike Rowbottom 

on the plans of a 
leading athlete to 
retain Olympic gold 

Gunnell said: *TU be very 
nervous and I hope people win 
not expect too much from me. 
I'm not sure how the foot will 
react to running on the boards. 
If I get round in one piece and 
have that competitive feeling 
back I will be happy. 


“What is important is that this 
is a positive move forward for 
me. It’s lovely to be training and 
compering again.” 

Christie made the decision to 
bring forward his domestic de- 
but after getting back from 
Australia on Tuesday. He had 
previously planned to have his 
first run-out in this country at 
the Ricoh International on the 
same track a week from today. 

“Linford has been thinking 
about competing since getting 
back from Australia," said Sue 


TV adds to Modahl’s campaign 


The moral pressure on the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation to respond to Diane 
Modahl's successful domestic 
appeal against a doping ban in- 
tensifies tonight with the screen- 
ing of a peak-time television 
documentary, writes Mike 
Rowbottom. 

The Diane Modahl Story 
(BBC2, 6.25pm) details the 
British athlete's campaign to 
clear her name since she was 
withdrawn from the 1994 


Commonwealth Games after 
testingpositive for testosterone. 

Modahl is currently stuck in 
limbo. The IAAF stated last 
month that die was eligible to run 
anywhere following the British 
Athletic Federation panel's de- 
cision to uphold her appeal in 
July last year. But the IAAF, 
which has said the appeal find- 
ings were “not acceptable", can 
re-impose the original four-year 
ban at an arbitration hearing for 
which no date has been set. 


Since her successful appeal 
Modahl has received letters from 
meeting promoters throughout 
Europe inviting her to run, but 
she has not been able to respond 
The documentary, filmed in 
the course of the last year, in- 
cludes accounts of the scientific 
research which helped clear 
Modahl in her appeal, making 
clear the possibility that heT 
urine sample had undergone 
radical degradation through 
poor storage. 


Barrett, Christie’s agent. “He al- 
ways likes to support the AAA 
and this will give him Lhe chance 
to see how tus training is going." 

Tony Ward, the BAF 
spokesman, said Christie had 
originally been due to run in 
Germany today. “He had been 
hoping to go to Stuttgart but he 
couldn't gpt into there so we have 
agreed to let him run here." 

confirmed that Christie 
was one of at least three or four 
athletes who had been given en- 
try to foe championships beyond 
foe official deadline. 

Christie’s decision to run the 
60m will provide an earlier- 
than -planned riposte to Jason 
Gardener, foe 20-year-old who 
won in last week’s internation- 
al against Russia in the excel- 
lent time of 6.55sec, a run 
which prompted the comment 
from Gardener’s coach, Dave 
Lease: “That will rattle a few 
cages - even in Australia." 

Christie will also have been 
fired up by this week’s comments 
by the world 100m champion, 
Donovan Bailey, who accused 
Christie of faking injury in the 
World Championship finaL 


Murphy 
banks on 
improved 
morale 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FI FI n 

An extra, weather-imposed 
week of preparation has left foe 
new men in chaige at St Helens 
and Warrington raring 10 go in 
their delayed Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup ties tomorrow. 

The new Warrington football 
executive. Alex Murphy, be- 
lieves that morale at the club has 
improved dramatically during 
foe build-up to the tie at Old- 
ham. “What John Dorahy and 
I have done together since we 
arrived 12 days ago is to build 
up the team spirit by leaps and 
bounds," he said. 

The test of that optimism will 
come at the Whtersheddings, 
where Dorahy will stick to the 
side he selected before last 
week's postponement, and Old- 
ham's Andy Goodway wili wail 
for fitness tests on Jason Temu 
and Paul Topping. 

Saints' new coach, Shaun 
McRae, also feels that he has 
benefited from the delay in his 
side’s meeting with Castle ford. 
“I've been more comfortable 
with our preparation this week," 
he said. “There was a lot of ex- 
tra work to get through off the 
field, but this week I've been 
able to concentrate on getting 
face to face with the players.” 

McRae will be without Ian 
Pickavance, who has strained a 
groin in training, so Andy 
Lea th am comes in at prop. 

The Leeds coach. Dean Bell, 
has expressed disappointment 
at the decision of his hooker, 
James Lowes, to sign for Brad- 
ford Bulls. "The news came as 
a shock," Bell said. ‘We offered 
him a contract and he made the 
derision to accept an offer from 
Bradford" 

Bradford, at home to Batlcy, 
cannot play Lowes until foe start 
of the Super League, but their 
coach, Brian Smith, is delight- 
ed with his new acquisition, foe 
fee for whom has yet to be dis- 
closed. “He brings not only tal- 
ent to the team, but a great 
appetite for work," Smith said. 

The Tilling in foe court case 
that wili deride whether Super 
League can kick off in Australia 
has been delayed until late 
February - only a week before 
foe season is due to start 

The wildest of foe predictions 
is that the judge will rule that 
there can be no top level rug- 
by league in Australia at all this 
year, because of the continuing 
battle between Super League 
and the Australian Rugby 
League. 


Colombo substitute is ready Smith pulls clear in the heat 


Cricket 


Bombay would be able to host 
the Sri Lanka-Australia World 
Cup match at foe Wankhede 
stadium if it was shifted from 
Colombo following the bomb 
blast there, according to Bal 
Mahadalkar, secretary of the 
Mumbai (formerly Bombay) 
Cricket Association. “Wfe would 
be ready to host foe match if it 
was allotted to us," he said yes- 
terday. 


The game on 17 February is 
one of four games scheduled in 
Colombo and Kandy, and sev- 
eral of the Australian team 
have expressed fears for their 
safety. Their cricket board will 
discuss the possibility of for- 
feiting the- Sri Lanka match at 
a meeting next week. 

Craig McDermott became 
the victim of a hoax caller who 
claimed to have planted a bomb 
in his house in Brisbane yes- 
terday. It follows a death threat 
to McDermott from Sri Lanka. 


Ana Punchihewa. Sri Lanka's 
President of foe Board of Con- 
trol for Cricket, said foe island 
would stage its four World Cup 
fixtures despite Wednesdays 
bomb attack which killed up to 
80 people. “No sports event has 
ever been a target of attacks and 
foe cricketers have nothing to 
fear,” he said. 

The West Indies will await an 
assessment of foe security sit- 
uation before deciding if they 
will play against Sri Lanka in 
Colombo on 25 February. 


Golf 


Britain’s Dean Robertson and 
Ireland’s Paul McGinley over- 
came stifling beat to share 
second place at the halfway 
stage of the Heineken Classic 
in Perth yesterday. 

The Australian Whyne Smith, 
who shared the overnight lead 
with foe New Zealander, Greg 
Turner, pulled clear on 10 un- 
der after a 68, three ahead of 
Robertson and McGinley. 


As temperatures soared to 
37F, Robertson drank 12 bottles 
of water and several sports 
drinks during his round, which 
featured eight birdies - in- 
cluding four' in a row - as well 
as a bogey and a double-bogey 
in his five-under-par 67. 

He found tbe Australian 
summer sun hard to cope with. 
“It’s just so difficult to maintain 
concentration," he said. “The 
first 13 holes were hot, but 
bearable, but coming down the 
stretch was just too hot." 


John Daly, who missed the 
cut by nine shots last year, finally 
mastered foe tight course with 
a 67 to lift himself to within four 
shots of the leader. For the sec- 
ood day running, he did not use 
his driver as he moved to six un- 
der thanks to a run of five 
birdies in seven boles. 

Ian Wo osn am, who com- 
plained after being detained on 
tiie course for more than five 
hours yesterday, was given an 
official warning for slow play 
yesterday. 


SPORTING DIG EST 
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ENGLAND’S THREE WISE MEN? 

Is this the trio to transform English football? Page 22 


FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP: Wales arrive with new confidence as they play on the champions’ uncertainty 


The running man: Jeremy Guscott (centre, with ball) rehearses his Twickenham fines of attack as England train at Roehamptom yesterday 


Photograph; David Ashdown 


England limit vision to victory 


Jonathan Davies 
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STEVE BALE 

Rugby Union Correspondent 

If England are indeed assailed 
with doubt - which may be trues 
but is also a convenient Welsh 
theory - then they were not al- 
layed when Mike Call limped 
out of yesterday's final English 
training session at the Bank of 
England ground in Roe h amp- 
ton before this afternoon's An- 
glo- Welsh confrontation at 
Twickenham. 

Catt, as it happens, has not 
looked quite as safe as the Bank 
of England as England's hill- 
hack this season though Jack 
Rowell, the manager, could be 
excused for being more con- 
cerned at having a strike full- 
back who seldom strikes. Rowell 
regards such a player as a pre- 
requisite of attacking rugby, so 
perhaps it becomes a little dear- 
er, why England have been do- 
ing so little of iL 

Catt removed himself to the 
team hotel in Richmond and as 
he was not immediately pursued 


by either the England doctor or 
physiotherapist a jarred knee - 
on ice, where England’s cham- 
pagne rugby also remains - 
will not prevent the South 
Afocan from winning a 15th cap 
for the land of his mother. 

The Land of My Bathers 
trained yesterday in a setting 
more familiar to Capt Timothy 
Rodber of the Green Howards 
and England back row: the 
Royal Military Academy at 
Sandhurst in Berkshire. This is 
where officer cadets learn lead- 
ership. a subject in which Kevin 
Bowring, the Wales coach, 
would like to think his team 
have an advantage. 

This has less to do with the 
fuss attending Win Carling's ac- 
knowledgement that he does 
not help Rowell pick the team 
than with Bowring’s faith in the 
attributes of his own mao, 
Jonathan Humphreys. '‘Jon- 
athan leads from the front," 
Bowring said. “He sets the per- 
fect example in his physical 
commitment and determina- 
tion. He really gets into the face 


of the opposition, is keen to look 
them in the eye and is not pre- 
pared to go backwards. That is 
the sort of leadership the rest 
of the team responds to." 

This is not simply a case of a 
coach saying predictably agree- 
able thin gs about his captain - 


though Rowell has been con- 
siderably less effusive about 
Carling. For Bowring, Humph- 
reys personifies a revived Welsh 
attitude to England which, white 
recognising English achieve- 
ments of recent years, no longer 
allows the exaggerated respect 




ENGLAND v WALES 
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that has led the past four Wales 
teams to step on to Twickenham 
already as good as beaten. 

If that means a soupgon of 
spite, so be iL The Welsh may 
have made themselves obnox- 
ious to Englishmen by the tri- 
umphal ist manner of their 
support in the long-ago era of 
the 1970s but anyone who has 
observed what has occurred 
since then can hardly deny that 
a due sense of historical injus- 
tice - or whatever - is a help 
rather than a hindrance. Just 
look at die Scots. 

When it comes down lo iL 
however, the ultimately decisive 
features will be less esoteric. 
Rowell expects the game to be 
won and lost at half-back - 
which means he cannot after- 
wards go oft about fns England 
team in irai^tfonlfecause that 
is precisely ,whai IMales, not 
least their half-backs, are too. 

That said, the greater pres- 
sure is on England, if only be- 
cause expectations have come 
to be so vertiginous during the 
Calling years. In reality England 


were not that much better 
against Western Samoa than 
Wiles against Italy, and English 
hopes of another Grand Slam 
have already disappeared after 
the defeat by France. 

There are other extraneous 
matters that have not assisted. 
Profession alisation o has been 
more lucrative for England 
than, say, Wales but has also 
been far more of a distraction. 
Fbr Martin Johnson in this of 
all weeks to be offered £350,000 
to move from Leicester for 
Northampton is enough to 
cause Rowell to despair. 

There is some better news, 
though: Tony Underwood - an 
England player who has al- 
ready left Leicester - is about 
to make his long-awaited reap- 
pearance for Newcastle after re- 
covering from a knee injury 
which has absented him from 
rugby since the World Cup 
semi-final eight months ago. 

His international return 
would give England extra in- 
centive to play as they talk (fast 
and loose ) even if their honour 


demands they try to do so here 
and now after the mischievous 
mind game that has been played 
by Bowring. “We need to de- 
velop a pattern of ploy which is 
more expansive and exploits 
the speed and exciting runners 
we have in the back line. I hope 
England buy into that.” the 
Wales coach said. 

To which Rowell replied tart- 
ly: “Mr Bowring, who is just 
starring in international coach- 
ing, should look after the Welsh 
team and leave the English 
team to someone else.” Then 
there is Carling. “It’s very kind 
of him to invite us to do that but 
we will play the way we think it 
w01 take to beat Whies," he said. 
Whatever way that may be, he 
will probably - and had better 

- be righL 

- ■ The International Board's rut- j 
ing that players moving countries 
must serve a 180-day residency 
period before playing is illegal 
within the European Union, an 
EU official said yesterday. 

A game for two halves; 

Scotland v France, page 20 


MOVING HOME: Yorkshire consider cricket, pastures new as Derby pitch future football plans outside the Baseball Ground 

Tykes look to a life beyond Headingley Rams ready for relocation 


Yorkshire County Cricket Club 
have commissioned a study on 
the feasibility of leaving Head- 
ingley for a new stadium. 

Dissatisfaction with limited 
car parking and sharing the 
complex with Leeds rugby 
league club have led to the de- 
rision. Reports claim the com- 
mittee and membership are 
leaning towards a move to a new 
home - thought to be a green- 
field site near Wakefield - even 
though Yorkshire have an op- 
tion to take control of their half 
of Headingley. 

“We could possibly own 
Headingley because we are in 


discussions with the rugby club 
to buy our half,” Chris Hassell, 
Yorkshire's chief executive, said. 
“If you could say in the summer 
the ground was ours and in the 
winter it was rugby’s then it 
would be fine but with the Su- 
per League playing in the sum- 
mer now it causes problems. 

“Even if they were to give us 
the ground, the problem is that 
we would need to spend £10- 
£20m lo bring it up to scratch 
- sometimes it is belter to 
knock a house down and start 
again from scratch. If we moved 
to a new greenfield site with 
plenty of land, we could use land 


as practice pitches for the com- 
munity and utilise it as car 
parking space for lest matches.” 
If the feasibility study into a new 
base - expected lo take three to 
six months - is positive, Hassell 
believes Yorkshire can provide 
a 25,000 capacity stadium which 
would rival Lord's. “I believe 
this is the way forward for us," 
he said. “I have been to Hud- 
dersfield and Middlesbrough's 
new [football] grounds and they 
all report bigger crowds because 
it is a family day ouL 
“We have to build a stadium 
with decent-sized seats and am- 
ple leg room so you can relax. 


It would be an experience to 
come to a cricket match." 

Hassell, who thinks the new 
ground could be in use in three 
to five years if there are no 
hitches, also plans shops, a mu- 
seum and possible tours around 
the ground, including using the 
press box as a lecture theatre 
where they can bring down a 
screen and show a film on the 
history of Yorkshire. 

“If everything went as 1 
would want iL it would be a list 
arena to rival Lord's for facili- 
ties - I'm sure people would 
Cock to it if it was close lo a mo- 
torway." he said. 
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ACROSS DOWN 

Money for a tot or two 
(5) 

Those responsible for 
public exhibitions? (9) 
Suez: vendor's arranged a 
meeting (10; 

Avoid arrest? Sailor's tak- 
en in. we hear (7) 

React, squirming over the 
Gallic sentimentality (7) 
Place with a view, it’s said 

Stumble, making fellow 
drop change (5) 
Manuscript revealing 
church and bishops in di- 
vision? (9) 

13 Specifies one with cur- 
tailed influence in Ameri- 
ca (10) 

14 A road's weL splattered 
with soft drink (45) 

16 One's likely to wear any- 
thing. being thus (9) 

18 More imperious one's ris- 
ing in elaborate robes (7) 

19 Ran down, free in action 
( 7 ) 

21 King taken in trick? 

That's off (5) 

23 Around East you’ll see 
rise of eminent figures (5) 

24 Draws bonds (4) 
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Reprobate in C Stream, 
misbehaving (9) 

Rock formation with hint 
of Silurian fault (5) 

Act I included spot for 
Italian? (5) 

10 He may well shake his 
head at court proceed- 
ings (9) 

11 Mount and cram in vehi- 
cle ( 10 ) 

12 Whggish in the vault (4) 

14 Like a record time 
breaking vehicle? (7) 

15 Extravagant tip (7) 

17 Rattle Greek underworld 

type with VAT? That’s 
about right (7) 

19 It’s left by river - and 
tides, maybe, going out? 

(7) 

20 Genned up on American 
state (Eastern) (4) 

22 One conversant with the 
signs Taf the times? (10) 

25 Fh'ghrencd to change if 
retired (9) 

26 Foul! One's kicked into 
touch! (5) 

27 Beasts grazing quiet 
slopes (5) 

28 Makes new plots with 
random seedings bv river 
(9) 

Hk first the correct solutions to (Ala week's pozzlc opened next Ttanrs- 
d*y rcrrirchardbacked copies of tile Larousse Dictionary at Literary Char- 
srterfc. Answers and winners' names will be pabtnbed naa Samrdav. Send 
aottttkms to Sattmtay Crossword, BQl Box 4018. The Independent, I Cana- 
da Square, Canary Wbart London El 4 5BT_ Please use the box number 
and postcode. Last week's winners: B P Barker, Ipswich; Lie Nosh, Win- 
chester; Co Ho Maroncy. Leicester; William Nicholas. London W6; Mr & 
Mrs R J Dafc KincariUiicaUii'E, 
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In the centenary season of play- 
ing at the Baseball Ground, 
Derby County yesterday an- 
nounced they are to relocate to 
a new 30,000 ail-seater stadium 
on the edge of the city. 

A statement said the First Di- 
vision leaders had “agreed in 
principle" to moving lo a new 
home which will be built on the 
lines of Middlesbrough's River- 
side Stadium. They played their 
first match at the Baseball 
Ground on September 14* 1895. 

The statement said: ‘'Nego- 


tiations with Derby City Coun- 
cil and the site operators, Der- 
by Pride, are at an advanced 
stage and the decision lo quit 
the Baseball Ground will be 
made when all parties have ap- 
proved the final agreement." 

If they go it will be at the third 
time of asking. Derby have 
twice resisted attempts to lure 
them away from a venue, which, 
as the name suggests, once 
played host to America’s na- 
tional game and before that was 
rumoured lo be an old gypsy en- 
campment. 

In 1923 the local council 
wanted them lo share a 4.000- 


ITF given 14 days to 
reveal drug evidence 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 

A High Court judge has given the 
International Tennis Federation 
14 days lo prove it has evidence 
that Mats Wilander and Karel 
Novacek tested positive for co- 
caine at last year's French Open. 

Neither player was present at 
yesterday's hearing, which fol- 
lowed allegations in a Sunday 
newspaper. The players look the 
ITF to court in an attempt to 
have the federation's drug-test- 
ing procedures declared unfair 
and to prove their innocence. 

Philip Engelman. who repre- 
sented Wilander and Novacck in 
court, told the judge. Sir Don- 
ald Raltee, it was, the players’ 
right under ITF rules lo call for 
on appeals committee, and this 
was set up to be heard in Lon- 
don on 23 to 24 January. BuL on 
the day before it was due to be- 
gin, the American lawyer for the 
ITF called off the hearing. 

Engelman said lawyers rep- 
resenting the players in the 
United Stales had been trying 
unsuccessfully since November 
lo obtain documents relating to 
the players' urine tests from the 


French laboratories so that 
their expert witness could ex- 
amine the procedures. 

The judge gave the ITF 14 
days lo produce evidence and the 
players' legal team a further 14 
days to reply. The ITF must also 
give the players 21 days’ notice 
if the federation tries lo recon- 
stitute its own appeal hearing. 

In a statement the ITF said: 
“In an effort lo maintain the in- 
tegrity of the Tennis Anti- 
Doping Programme and make 
today's judicial procedures un- 
necessaiy. the ITF provided 
first to the players' representa- 
tives, and then lo the court, a 
commitment that no further 
proceedings under the pro- 
gramme related to these play- 
ers would be taken until 21 days 
prior notice is given to the play- 
ers and their representatives. 

"The offer was not accepted 
by the players’ representatives, 
who wanted to formally re- 
strain the ITF from carrying out 
its Anti-Doping Programme. 
The judge regarded the ITF s 
commitment as being entirely 
satisfactory and attempts lo 
obtain future relief from the ITF 
were therefore unsuccessful." 

Seles beaten, page 23 
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seater complex and after the 
Second World War another 
municipal scheme would have 
housed the club in a stadium de- 
signed by Maxwell Ayrton, an 
architect who had worked on 
We&bley Stadium. They de- 
clined, however, losing, with the 
latter offer, the chance lo join 
a project that would have giv- 
en the club the most advanced 
ground in Europe. 

And the gypsies? Legend 
had it that a curse had been 
placed on the field and in 1946 
a journalist paid some trav- 
ellers to have it lifted. That year 
the club won the FA Cup. 
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